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Index Position 

of India Top Ranked Country 

Human Development Index -2018 130 Topped by Norway followed by Australia 
Ease of Doing Business Index 

2019 
63th 

 
The list is topped by New Zealand followed 

by Singapore, Denmark. 
Foreign Direct Investment 

confidence index 11th The list is topped by USA followed by 
Germany 

Global Competitiveness Index 
2019 68th The list is topped by Singapore. 

Global Talent Index 2019 80th The list is topped by Switzerland, followed 
by Singapore 

Global Human Capital index 2018 115 The list is topped by Norway, followed by 
Finland 

Global Hunger Index 2019 102th Developed by International food policy and 
research institute (IFPRI) 

Global Innovation Index 2019 52 The list is topped by Switzerland, followed 
by Sweden 

Global Peace Index (GPI) 2019 141 The list is topped by Iceland, followed by 
Newzland 

Global Slavery Index 2018 53th The list is topped by North Korea, followed 
by Eritrea and Burundi 

Global Talent Competitiveness 
Index 2018 80th The list is topped by Switzerland, followed 

by Singapore and USA 

Intellectual Property Index 2018 44th The list is topped by USA, followed by UK 
and Germany. 

Logistics Performance Index 2018 36th The list is topped by Germany, followed by 
Luxembourg and Sweden. 

Global Human Capital Index 115 The list is topped by Norway followed by 
Finland 

Sustainable Development Goal 
Index 2018 110th The list is topped by Sweden, followed by 

Denmark 

Economic Freedom Index 2018 79 The list is topped by Hong Kong, followed 
by Singapore. 

World Happiness Index 2019 140 The list is topped by Norway followed by 
Denmark, 

World Press Freedom Index 2019 140 The list is topped by Norway, followed by 
Sweden 

Global Travel and Tourism Index-
2019 34 The list topped by Spain followed by 

France 
Global Corruption perception 

index-2019 78 The list is topped by New Zealand and 
Denmark 

Global Democracy Index 2018 42nd The list is topped by Norway, followed by 
Iceland, Sweden & New Zealand 

Inclusive Internet Index 2019 47th The list is topped by Sweden, followed by 
Singapore & the US. 

  
FDI Limits 

List of Limits in Various Sectors  (In%) 
1. Petroleum Refining by PSU  49% 7. Civil Aviation  100% 
2. Pharmaceutical Sector  100% 8. Private security agencies  74% 
3. Medical Devices  100% 9. Private Sector Banking  74% 
4. White Label ATM Operation 100% 10. Public Sector Banking  20% 
5. Cable Networks  100% 11. Insurance and sub-activities  49% 
6. Print Media  26% 
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Policy Rates of Reserve Bank 
of India 

Bank Rate  : 5.40%  

Repo Rate  : 5.15% 

Reverse Repo Rate (RRR) : 4.90% 

CRR (Cash Reserve Ratio) : 4% 

SLR (Statutory Liquidity Ratio) : 18.50% 

Base Rate          : 8.95% - 9.40% 

Saving Deposit rate : 3.25% - 3.50% 

Term Deposit Rate for >1 Year : 6.25% -6.85% 

Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) : 5.40% 

Marginal Cost of Fund Based Lending Rate 

 : 7.65%-8.10% 
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Optimists vs. Pessimists- Everyone is familiar with the “glass half full” or “glass half empty” analogy. It 

elucidates how an optimist and a pessimist will interpret the same situation in two different ways. The split 

between optimists and pessimists is pretty much night and day. Optimists generally approach life with a positive 

outlook, while pessimists tend to expect the worst. Optimists go into new situations with high expectations, 

while pessimists keep low expectations to prepare for negative outcomes.To be fair, pessimists aren’t ALL doom 

and gloom. Positivity may be the key to good health. Optimists tend to adjust better to health threats and 

conditions than pessimists do. Pessimists, on the other hand, may create more distress for themselves by 

distorting, denying and avoiding situations.Optimists are often touted as the best way to be and are usually 

shown to be well adjusted and happy. They tend to look on the more favorable sides of life and events expecting 

the most favorable termination. Their outlook hinges on idealism and often overlooks the basic nature of 

people. Because of their upbeat mindset, they are often the most likely to be gullible and naive. They are the 

kind of people politicians like because they can be easily persuaded.However,a pessimist is often viewed as a 

negative person, but in reality this isn’t the case. Most people confuse pessimism with fatalism which is the root 

of this misconception. By definition a pessimistic person is usually a skeptic or doubter, someone who needs 

proof before they jump on board. Whenever they hear something new, they are the first to scrutinize it before 

they will accept it. Can be frustrating to some (especially optimists), but often they are the ones that facilitate 

the level of quality and change. Investigators and scientific people often represent this group.To be an optimist 

control your Reactions and Responses.There are three basic differences in the reactions of optimists and 

pessimists. The first difference is that the optimist sees a setback as temporary, while the pessimist sees it as 

permanent. The optimist sees an unfortunate event, such as an order that falls through or a sales call that fails, 

as a temporary event, something that is limited in time and that has no real impact on the future. The pessimist, 

on the other hand, sees negative events as permanent, as part of life and destiny. Now, to be a positive person 

put these three differences in your life and keep yourself reminding them to become a possibilist. 

 

ALL THE BEST 

  

EDITOR’S MESSAGE 
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RAM JANAM BHOOMI BABRI MASJID CASE 

 
On 9 November 2019, the Supreme Court of 

India held that the disputed Ayodhya site should 

be handed over to the Hindus in its entirety and 

directed the central government to construct a 

Ram temple on the site. The decision comes 

nearly 27 years after the destruction of the Babri 

Masjid on 6 December 1992 by karsevaks, and 

more than a century of contestation. 

The following is the chronology of events in the 

Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid land dispute 

case in Ayodhya in which the Supreme Court 

granted entire 2.77 acre of disputed land in 

Ayodhya to deity Ram Lalla. 

 

• 1528: Babri Masjid built by Mir Baqi, commander of Mughal emperor Babur. 

• 1885: Mahant Raghubir Das files plea in Faizabad district court seeking permission to build a canopy outside the disputed 

structure. Court rejects the plea. 

• 1949: Idols of Ram Lalla placed under central dome outside the disputed structure. 

• 1950: Gopal Simla Visharad files suit in Faizabad district court for rights to worship the idols of Ram Lalla. 

• 1959: Nirmohi Akhara files suit seeking possession of the site. 

• 1961: UP Sunni Central Waqf Board files suit for possession of the site. 

• Feb 1, 1986: Local court orders the government to 

open the site for Hindu worshippers. 

• Aug 14, 1989: Allahabad HC orders maintenance of 

status quo in respect of the disputed structure.  

• Dec 6, 1992: Babri Masjid demolished. 

• Apr 3, 1993: 'Acquisition of Certain Area at Ayodhya 

Act' passed for acquiring land by Centre in the 

disputed area. 

• Oct 24, 1994: SC says in historic Ismail Faruqui case 

mosque was not integral to Islam. 

• Apr, 2002: HC begins hearing on determining who owns the disputed site. 

• Mar 13, 2003: SC says, in the Aslam alias Bhure case, no religious activity of any nature be allowed at the acquired land. 
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• Sep 30, 2010: HC, in a 2:1 majority, rules three-way division of 

disputed area between Sunni Waqf Board, the Nirmohi Akhara 

and Ram Lalla. 

• May 9, 2011: SC stays HC verdict on Ayodhya land dispute. 

• Mar 21, 2017: CJI JS Khehar suggests out-of-court settlement 

among rival parties. 

• Aug 7: SC constitutes three-judge bench to hear pleas challenging 

1994 verdict of the Allahabad HC. 

• Feb 8, 2018: SC starts hearing the civil appeals. 

• Jul 20: SC reserves verdict. 

• Sep 27: SC declines to refer the case to a five-judge Constitution bench. Case to be heard by a newly constituted three-judge bench 

on October 29. 

• Dec 24: SC decides to take up petitions on case for hearing on January 4, 2019. 

• Jan 4, 2019: SC says an appropriate bench constituted by it will pass an order on January 10 for fixing the date of hearing in the 

title case. 

• Jan 8: SC sets up a five-judge Constitution Bench to hear the case headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and comprising justices S 

A Bobde, N V Ramana, U U Lalit and D Y Chandrachud. 

• Jan 10: Justice U U Lalit recuses himself prompting SC to reschedule the hearing for January 29 before a new bench. 

• Jan 25: SC reconstitutes 5-member Constitution Bench to hear the case. The new bench comprises Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and 

Justices S A Bobde, D Y Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan and S A Nazeer.  

• Jan 29: Centre moves SC seeking permission to return the 67-acre acquired land around the disputed site to original owners. 

• Mar 8: SC refers the dispute for mediation by a panel headed by former apex court judge F M I Kallifulla. 

• Apr 9: Nirmohi Akhara opposes in SC Centre's plea to return acquired land around Ayodhya site to owners. 

• May 9: 3-member mediation committee submits interim report in SC. 

• May 10: SC extends time till Aug 15 to complete mediation process. 

• Jul 11: SC seeks report on "progress of mediation". 

• Jul 18: SC allows mediation process to continue, seeks outcome report by Aug 1. 

• Aug 1: Report of mediation submitted in sealed cover to SC. 

• Aug 2: SC decides to conduct day-to day hearing from Aug 6 as mediation fails. 

• Aug 6: SC commences day-to-day hearing on the land dispute. 

• Oct 4: SC says it will wrap up hearing on Oct 17, judgment by Nov 17. 

• SC directs UP govt to provide security to state Waqf Board Chairperson. 

• Oct 16: SC concludes hearing; reserves order. 

• Nov 9: SC grants entire 2.77 acre of disputed land in Ayodhya to deity Ram Lalla, possession of land will remain with Central 

government receiver. SC also directs Centre and UP govt to allot 5 acre land to the Muslims at a prominent place for building 

mosque.  
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ECONOMY OF THE BRICS 

BRAZIL, RUSSIA, INDIA, CHINA AND SOUTH AFRICA (BRICS) 
 

 

Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS) is an acronym for 

the combined economies of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. 

Economists at Goldman Sachs originally coined the term BRIC (without 

South Africa) in 2003. Analysts speculated that, by 2050, these four 

economies would be the most dominant. South Africa was added to the list 

on April 13, 2011 creating “BRICS”.  

 

 

As of 2011, five countries were among the fastest growing 

emerging markets. It's important to note that the Goldman Sachs 

thesis isn't that these countries are a political alliance (like the 

European Union) or a formal trading association. Instead, they 

have the potential to form a powerful economic bloc. Leaders 

from BRICS countries regularly attend summits together and 

often act in concert with each others ’interests. 

 

 

After several years of impressive growth figures, the 

BRICS economies slowed down after 2010 as the 

aftershocks of the 2008 financial crisis reined in 

spending in Western economies. The BRICS acronym 

no longer looked like an attractive investment venue and 

funds aimed at these economies either shut down or 

merged with other investment vehicles. 

Goldman Sachs merged its BRICS investment fund, 

which was focused on generating returns from these 

economies, with the broader Emerging Markets Equity 

Fund. The fund had lost 88% of its assets from a 2010 

peak. In an SEC filing, Goldman Sachs stated that it did 

not expect "significant asset growth in the foreseeable 

future" in the BRICS fund. Per a Bloomberg report, the 

fund had lost 21% in five years. 
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POLLUTION IN INDIA 

 
As severe air pollution in North India has become an annual affair, 
the country could breathe easy by emulating policy interventions 
and technology employed by nations which have effectively dealt 
with the problem of critical air quality. 
Faced with the hazard of deteriorating air composition, many 
countries like China have over the years adapted to technology and 
strategies to counter the crisis, including energy infrastructure 
optimisation, coal-fired pollution control, and emission controls. 
 
 

An interesting step in that direction is a vertical forest being planted in Nanjing, eastern 
China, designed to absorb 25 tonnes of carbon dioxide a year and produce about 60 kg 
of oxygen per day. 
Another intervention in the form of an experimental over-100-metres-high ‘smog tower' 
in northern China has brought noticeable improvement in air quality, according to 
researchers from the Chinese Academy of Sciences, who monitored the project. 

 
 
Bhavik Bakshi, Professor at The Ohio State University in the US, 
pointed out several interventions by other countries to mitigate 
pollution which India can experiment with. 
“These include regulations that limit the amount of pollution that 
point sources such as industries can emit, and requirement of 
technology in non-point sources like catalytic converters in cars,” 
Point sources are single-source pollutants, such as factories and 
refineries, while non-point sources are harder to identify and address 
such as construction sites, and forest lands. 

 
“In addition, pollution trading schemes have also been implemented 
where polluters need to buy permits to pollute. If they clean up their 
process, they can have extra permits that can be sold to entities who 
wish to pollute,” he said.China was home to some of the world's most 
polluted cities, but many states in the Communist country have taken 
control of the situation over the years. 
“Beijing has achieved impressive air quality improvements in a short 
amount of time,” Techen Tsering, Director of the Asia Pacific 
Regional Office, UN Environment told. 
“It is a good example of how a large city in a developing country can 
balance environmental protection and economic growth,” Tsering said in a statement. 
In 1998, air pollution in Beijing was dominated by coal-combustion and motor vehicles.Over the next 15 years Beijing implemented a 
series of measures focused on energy infrastructure optimisation, coal-fired pollution control, and emission controls. 
Hope one day India is also able to solve its pollution problem. 
  



 

 
<< 7 >> | IBS QUEST | JANUARY, 2020 

 

           Quest IBS 
 

 

 

NATIONAL NEWS 
GHAZIABAD’S LONI TOWN EMERGES AS COUNTRY’S 
MOST POLLUTED- 
• The Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) was implemented 

in the city in to one day before it was declared to tackle air 
pollution. 

• Ghaziabad’s Loni town topped the list of 108 most polluted 
cities as per Central Pollution Control Board’s AQI figures. 

• The AQI figures for Ghaziabad rocketed into the “very poor” 
category and caused alarm among authorities. 

• The AQI for Loni rural (Dehat) in Ghaziabad stood at 358 
while that for Ghaziabad city was recorded at 339 under the 
“very poor” category.  

• The AQI figures for Noida and Greater Noida stood at 326 
and 314, respectively. 
Central Pollution Control Board- 
 It is a statutory organisation under the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change.  
 It was established in 1974 under the Water Act, 1974.  
 The CPCB is also entrusted with the powers and functions 

under the Air Act, 1981. 
 
INDIA’s HIGHEST ALTITUDE ALL-WEATHER 
PERMANENT BRIDGE INAUGURATED BY DEFENCE 
MINISTER RAJNATH SINGH IN EASTERN LADAKH- 

 
• Col Chewang Rinchen Setu is India's highest altitude all-

weather permanent bridge, located in eastern Ladakh at nearly 
45 km from the country's border with China. 

• After opening the bridge, Singh reiterated the government's 
commitment to bolster border infrastructure to effectively 
deal with any threats the country might face. 

• The 1400-ft -long bridge on Shyok River, situated in Sub-
Sector North at 14,650 ft and christened after 'Lion of 
Ladakh' Col Chewang Rinchen. 

• The event was also attended by Army chief Gen Bipin Rawat 
and daughter and granddaughter of the late highly-decorated 
army officer, who was awarded Maha Vir Chakra (MVC) 
twice. 

 
PM UNVEILS THE BOOK “BRIDGITAL NATION”- 
• Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi unveiled the book 

“Bridgital Nation” and presented its first copy to Shri Ratan 
Tata in an event organized at 7, Lok Kalyan Marg, New 
Delhi.  

• The book has been written by Shri N Chandrasekaran and Ms. 
Roopa Purushottam. 

• Releasing the book, PM Modi said that positivity, optimism 
and faith in talent and resources is the thought of New India.  

• He said that technology and talent were not a threat but force 
multiplier.  

 
NUCLEAR ENERGY CONCLAVE 2019 HELD IN NEW 
DELHI- 

 
• India Energy Forum organized 11th Nuclear Energy Conclave 

(NEC) in New Delhi.  
• NEC-2019 was focused on economical importance of Nuclear 

Energy and its theme was - Economics of Nuclear Power- 
Innovation towards Safer & Cost-Effective Technologies. 

• Minister of State for Atomic Energy, Dr. Jitender Singh, said 
on this occasion that various nuclear plants are being 
established in India.  

CURRENT AFFAIRS NOVEMBER 2019 
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• Earlier, nuclear plants were restricted in southern India only 

but now an Atomic plant has been established at Gorakhpur 
in Haryana. 

 
NATIONAL CRIME RECORDS BUREAU HAS 
RELEASED THE ANNUAL “CRIME IN INDIA REPORT 
2017”- 
• The report has been released after a delay of 2 years. 
• According to the report, 3.59 lakh cases crimes against 

women were reported in the country.  
• Uttar Pradesh topped the list with 56,011 cases followed by 

Maharashtra with 31,979 cases and West Bengal 30,002 in 
cases of crimes against women. 

• Majority of cases under crimes against women were 
registered under ‘Cruelty by Husband or his 
Relatives’ (27.9%) followed by ‘Assault on Women with 
Intent to Outrage her Modesty’ (21.7%), ‘Kidnapping & 
Abduction of Women’ (20.5%) and ‘Rape’ (7.0%). 

 
GOVT ISSUES TRAVEL ADVISORY FOR INDIAN 
TOURISTS VISITING TURKEY AMID TENSED 
SITUATION IN COUNTRY- 
• The Government of India has issued travel advisory for 

Indian tourists visiting Turkey over the situation in the 
Middle East nation following tensions with the US. 

• In the advisory, the government has said that it has been 
receiving queries from several Indian nationals who are 
travelling to Turkey about the situation in the country. 

• "Although there have been no reports of any untoward 
incident in the country so far involving Indian nationals, 
travelers are requested to exercise utmost caution while 
travelling to Turkey, 

What Happened- 
This comes amid tensions between the US and Turkey growing 
after President Donald Trump decided earlier this month to 
withdraw all 1,000 US troops from the region, a move widely 
criticized as a betrayal of Kurdish allies who had fought for years 
alongside US forces against Islamic State. 
 
GOI HAS ASKED THE IT COMPANIES ACROSS THE 
WORLD TO SEND PROPOSALS TO NCRB TO INSTALL 
WORLD’S LARGEST FACIAL RECOGNITION SYSTEM- 
• India is all set to install the world’s largest facial recognition 

system to track and nab criminals in 20 days.  
• India had asked IT companies across the world to send their 

proposals to the National Crime Record Bureau (NCRB) in 
New Delhi.  

• The NCRB asked for the bids in July.  
• The winner of the bids will be announced on November 8, 

and will provide the National Automated Facial Recognition 
System (AFRS) to the country.  

• NCRB said, “This is an effort in the direction of modernizing 
the police force, information gathering, criminal 
identification, verification and its dissemination among 
various police organizations and units across the country.” 

 
PRESIDENT’S RULE REVOKED IN J&K STATE, 2 
UNION TERRITORIES CREATED- 

 
• This is for the first time that a state is converted into two UTs 

even though there are numerous examples of a UT becoming 
a full state or a state bifurcating into two states. 

• The new lieutenant governors of the two UTs — G C Murmu 
in J&K and R K Mathur in Ladakh — were sworn in at 
separate ceremonies in Srinagar and Leh, respectively. 

• The total number of states in the country will now be reduced 
to 28 while the number of UTs will go up to nine. 

• The UT of Jammu and Kashmir will have a legislature like 
Puducherry while Ladakh will be a UT without a legislature 
like Chandigarh and both will be headed by separate 
Lieutenant Governors. 

 
MNRE HOSTS 2ND ASSEMBLY OF INTERNATIONAL 
SOLAR ALLIANCE (ISA) ON 31 OCTOBER IN NEW 
DELHI- 
• Delegations from 78 countries are participating in this 

Assembly, this includes 29 Ministerial delegations of which 
25 are from ISA member countries, 2 from signatory 
countries and further 2 from prospective member countries.   

• Two countries – Eritrea and St. Kittis and Nevis, signed the 
framework agreement of ISA 

• With this 83 countries have signed the ISA framework 
agreement. 
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• President of ISA and Minister of Power, New & Renewable 

Energy and Skill Development Entrepreneurship, 
Government of India Shri R.K. Singh has emphasized the 
increasing importance of solar energy. 
MNRE-Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 
International Solar Alliance- 
 It is an alliance of 121 countries initiated by India, most 

of them being sunshine countries, which lie either 
completely or partly between the Tropic of Cancer and the 
Tropic of Capricorn. 
Headquarters location- Gurugram 
Founded- 2015 
Founded at- Paris, France 

 
PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY DECLARED IN DELHI: 
ALL SCHOOLS TO REMAIN CLOSED TILL NOVEMBER 
5- 

 
• The Environment Pollution (Prevention & Control) 

Authority has declared a public health emergency in Delhi 
stating that the air pollution level has reached hazardous. 

• Pollution levels in the national capital will have an adverse 
impact on the health of the citizens, especially the children. 

• The EPCA stated that the air quality in Delhi NCR is 
currently at 'severe+ level' and prohibited all construction 
activities in Delhi NCR till the morning of November 5, 
2019.  

• The EPCA also imposed a blanket ban on firecrackers for the 
entire winter period. 

 
GOVT RELEASES NEW MAP OF INDIA WITH UNION 
TERRITORIES OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR, LADAKH- 
• Two days after Jammu and Kashmir was officially bifurcated 

into the Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir, and 

Ladakh, the Union Home Ministry released the new political 
map of the country. 

• The map shows 28 states and 9 Union Territories. 
• The new map also shows three districts — Muzaffarabad, 

Punch and Mirpur — which are under Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK). 

• The Ladakh Union Territory consists of two districts — 
Kargil and Leh — while the Jammu and Kashmir Union 
Territory comprises 20 districts. 

 
What happened- 
 Jammu and Kashmir transitioned from a state into the 

Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh,  
nearly three months after Parliament revoked the state's 
special status by abrogating Article 370.  

 On the recommendation of the Parliament, President Ram 
Nath Kovind effectively abrogated Article 370 from the 
Indian Constitution and issued the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation Act, 2019, in August. 

 
COAL INDIA PLANS TO OFFER 10,000 JOBS AND MEET 
1 BILLION TONNE PRODUCTION TARGET BY 2024- 
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• Union coal minister Pralhad Joshi stated that Coal India will 

produce 1 billion tonnes of coal by the end of financial year 
2023-24.  

• He also said that the state-owned mining company will 
produce 750 million tonnes of coal by 2020-21.  

• Joshi laid down this target during his address at the 45th 
foundation day ceremony of Coal India. 

• Along with hike in production target, Coal India will also 
offer around 10,000 new jobs. 
Coal India- 
 It is an Indian state-controlled coal mining and refinery 

company headquartered in Kolkata, West Bengal, India. 
 It is the largest coal-producing company in the world and 

a Maharatna company.  
 The company contributes to around 82% of the coal 

production in India 
 
TRAI MANDATES MINIMUM CALL RINGER 
DURATION OF 30 SECONDS- 
• The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai) has 

mandated a minimum ring duration of 30 seconds for 
outgoing mobile calls before they are disconnected. 

• And 60 seconds for such calls to landlines, a view that was 
backed by the older operators Bharti Airtel and Vodafone 
Idea but opposed by Reliance Jio, which wanted a shorter 
span of 15-to-20 seconds. 
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India- 
 It is a statutory body set up by the Government of India 

under section 3 of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of 
India Act, 1997.  

 It is the regulator of the telecommunications sector in 
India. 

 
ODISHA TAGGED WITH MAHARASHTRA UNDER EK 
BHARAT SHRESHTHA BHARAT- 

 

• As part of Union Government’s ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha 
Bharat’ initiative, the state of Odisha is tagged with 
Maharashtra to organize different programmes.  

• The main motive is to promote art, culture and tourism of 
their respective states. 

• Accordingly, a large contingent of Maharashtra will be hosted 
by Bhubaneswar (Odisha capital) to showcase the culture and 
art of Maharashtra.  

• At the 4 day event Maharashtra’s cultural groups will perform 
traditional dances like Povada, Lavani, Tamasha. 
Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat- 
 “Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat” was announced by Hon’ble 

Prime Minister on 31st October, 2015 on the occasion of 
the 140th birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.  

 Through this innovative measure, the knowledge of the 
cultures, traditions and practices of different States & UTs 
will lead to an enhanced understanding and bonding 
between the States, thereby strengthening the unity and 
integrity of India. 

 
FIRST EVER CONTAINER CARGO TO ASSAM VIA 
INDO-BANGLA WATER ROUTE- 
• The first ever containerised cargo movement via Indo-

Bangladesh protocol route and Brahmaputra river started 
from West Bengal's Haldia.  

• The vessel MV Maheshwari, carrying 53 containers of 
petrochemicals, edible oil and beverage will take 12-15 days 
to reach the IWAI terminal at Pandu in Assam's Guwahati, 
the official said. 

• The vessel will sail through national waterway-1 (river 
Ganga), NW-97 (Sunderbans), Indo-Bangladesh 
protocolroute and NW-2 (river Brahmaputra). 

• The ship will carry 21 containers of petrochemicals, 20 of 
edible oil and others of beverage and mineral water, adding 
that this is the first ever containerised cargo movement on this 
Inland water transport (IWT) route. 

 
ROBOTIC SURGERY FACILITY INAUGURATED AT 
CENTRE-RUN SAFDARJUNG HOSPITAL- 
• According to an 

official statement, 
Safdarjung 
Hospital is the first 
central 
government-run 
healthcare 
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institution to have this latest facility. 

• Robotic surgery has the advantage of providing minimally 
invasive surgery, reducing significantly morbidity and 
mortality of critically ill, cancer and kidney failure patients. 

• The operating time also decreases resulting in improvement 
in turnover of patients and decrease in waiting list of patients 
for surgery significantly, it said. 

• Already 25 surgeries have been done using robotic facility by 
Anup Kumar, Head of Department, Urology and Renal 
Transplant, at the hospital. 

 
AGRICULTURE MINISTER RELEASES 5TH EDITION 
OF WASTELANDS ATLAS - 2019 
• Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar released the fifth 

edition of Wastelands Atlas - 2019. 
• The Atlas, published jointly by Department of Land 

Resources and National Remote Sensing Centre, provides 
robust geospatial information on wasteland.  

• It is helpful in rolling back the wastelands for productive use 
through various land development programmes and schemes. 

• Wastelands Atlas-2019 also provides State and district wise 
distribution of different categories of wastelands area in the 
country and will be helpful in addressing land degradation.  

 
PM NARENDRA MODI INAUGURATES INDIA 
INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE FESTIVAL THROUGH 
VIDEO CONFERENCE IN KOLKATA- 
• Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi 
officially inaugurated 
the India International 
Science Festival 
(IISF) 2019 at Biswa 
Bangla Convention 
Centre in Kolkata.  

• PM Modi applauded the choice of theme for this year's 
festival, 'RISEN India - Research, Innovation, and Science 
Empowering the Nation’. 

• "The prime objective of the festival is to show scientific 
temper to people, showcase India's contribution in the field of 
S&T and encourage translation of its benefits to people.  

• It aims to build a strategy for inclusive advancement of 
Science and Technology," PMO tweeted. 

 
THREE BOOKS LAUNCHED ON GURU NANAK DEV JI 
AT SRI GURU TEG BAHADUR KHALSA COLLEGE- 

• Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal 
Nishank and Food Processing Industries Minister Harsimrat 
Kaur Badal today unveiled three books on Guru Nanak Dev Ji 
in New Delhi.  

• The books were launched in the run-up to 550th Birth 
Anniversary celebration of Guru Nanak Dev Ji at a function 
at Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Khalsa College.  

• The National Book Trust has published these titles - 'Guru 
Nanak Bani', 'Nanak Bani', and 'Sakhian Guru Nanak Dev' to 
spread the message of Guru Nanak Dev’s writings among 
readers of Indian sub-continent.  

 
NEPAL OBJECTS TO KALAPANI'S INCLUSION AS 
PART OF INDIA IN NEW MAPS- 

 
• The Nepal government said that Kalapani area situated in the 

country's far-West lies within the Nepalese boundary. 
• Nepal issued this days after India issued new political maps 

reportedly showing the region as part of its territory. 
• India released fresh maps of the newly created Union 

Territories (UTs) of Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh and the 
map of India depicting these UTs. 

 
KARTARPUR CORRIDOR OPENS. PM THANKS IMRAN 
KHAN FOR "UNDERSTANDING SENTIMENTS- 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kartarpur 

Corridor as the first batch of Sikh pilgrims left for the shrine 
of Guru Nanak in Pakistan. 

• PM Modi thanked Mr Khan for "understanding the sentiments 
of India". 

• He said PM Khan understood India's feelings on the 
Kartarpur Corridor issue, gave respect ,PM Modi told a 
gathering at a Border Security Force camp at Shikhaar 
Masiahan, 8 km from the Dera Baba Nanak gurdwara. 
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• PM Modi inaugurated the passenger terminal building, also 

known as Integrated Check Post, where pilgrims will get 
clearance to travel through the newly-built corridor.  

• Before the inauguration ceremony, the Prime Minister offered 
prayers at Ber Sahib Gurudwara in Sultanpur Lodhi. 

 
NO STATES SCORE ABOVE 60% ON JUSTICE 
DELIVERY SYSTEM: INDIA JUSTICE REPORT- 
• Recently, the India Justice 

Report (2019) prepared by 
the Tata Trusts in collaboration 
with the Centre for Social 
Justice, Common Cause, and 
the Commonwealth Human 
Rights Initiative has been released. 

• This is the first-ever ranking of Indian states on justice 
delivery. 
The report has divided states on the basis of the population 
into two parts: 
1) The large-medium states (Population 1 crore and above) 
2) The small states and Union Territories (Population less 

than 1 crore) 
• Maharashtra has topped the list among large-medium States 

followed by Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, and Haryana. 
• Goa leads the list of smaller states followed by Sikkim and 

Himachal Pradesh. 
 
GUJARAT ANTI-TERROR LAW GETS PRESIDENT 
ASSENT ON 4TH ATTEMPT- 
• President Ram Nath Kovind has given his assent to the 

Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organised Crime (GCTOC) 
Bill. 

• One of the key features of the new Act is intercepted 
telephonic conversations, which would now be considered as 
a legitimate evidence. 

• The announcement on the Presidential assent was made by 
Gujarat Minister of State for Home, Pradeepsinh Jadeja, in 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 

• The bill, earlier named as the Gujarat Control of Organised 
Crime (GUJCOC) Bill, had failed to get the presidential nod 
thrice since 2004 when Prime Minister Narendra Modi was 
the chief minister of the state. 

 
PM MODI TO VISIT BRAZIL FOR BRICS SUMMIT- 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be on a two-day visit to 

Brazil from the 13th of this month to attend the 11th BRICS 
Summit in Brasilia.  

• The theme of the Summit this year is "Economic Growth for 
an Innovative Future”.  

 
• Briefing media in New Delhi, Secretary, Economic Relations 

in the Ministry of External Affairs, TS Tirumurti, said this 
will be the sixth time that Mr Modi participates in the BRICS 
Summit.  

• His first BRICS Summit was at Fortaleza in Brazil in 2014.  
 
AYODHYA FINAL VERDICT: RAM TEMPLE TO BE 
BUILT AT DISPUTED AYODHYA SITE, 5 ACRES OF 
ALTERNATE LAND FOR MUSLIMS- 
• The Supreme Court bench ruled that the Hindu's claim that 

the Ram was born in Ayodhya is undisputed.  
• The court upheld the claim that the disputed Ram 

Janmbhoomi-Babri Masjid site is the birthplace of Ram.  
• The court ruled that the whole of the disputed land will be 

given for the construction of a Ram Temple and five acres of 
alternate land will be provided to the Sunni Waqf Board for 
the construction of a Mosque.  

• Supreme Court in its landmark judgement on November 9, 
2019 dismissed Nirmohi Akhara's claim to the land but the 
court mandated its representation in the trust to be set up by 
the centre.  

 
CJI RANJAN GOGOI RELEASES ASSAMESE VERSION 
OF BOOK 'COURTS OF INDIA: PAST TO PRESENT’- 
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• Chief Justice of India Justice Ranjan Gogoi released the 

Assamese version of the book 'Courts of India: Past to 
Present' in Guwahati.  

• Releasing the book published by the Publication Division, 
Mr. Gogoi termed it as the architecture of justice.  

• He said, the book fabulously explains the Indian justice 
system. 

• Chief Minister of Assam Sarbananda Sonowal, Chief Justice 
of India designate Sharad Arvind Bobde along with other 
dignitaries also attended the event.  
Assam- 
Capital- Dispur 
Chief minister- Sarbananda Sonowal 

 
J&K GOVT SETS UP PANEL TO DECLARE DAL LAKE 
AS ECO-SENSITIVE ZONE- 
• The Jammu and Kashmir government has set up a ten-

member committee to declare Srinagar's famous Dal Lake 
and its surrounding areas as an eco-sensitive zone (ESZ). 

• This will be done following concerns over its shrinking size. 
• Pollution and encroachments have resulted in the Dal Lake 

shrinking from its original area of 22 square kilometers to 
about 10 square kilometers. 

• This was reported according to an assessment by the 
Dredging Corporation of India (DCI) in 2017. 
Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs)-  
 Also known as Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs) are 

areas notified by the Ministry of Environment, Forests 
and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India 
around Protected Areas , National Parks and Wildlife 
Sanctuaries.  

 
PRESIDENT’S RULE IN MAHARASHTRA: ALL 
PARTIES FAILED TO PROVE MAJORITY- 

 
• President's rule was imposed in Maharashtra on November 12 

amidst the deadlock over government formation since last 
month's assembly elections.  

• President's rule has been imposed for 6 months, however, if 
any party proves the majority during this period, a 
government can be formed. 

• The Governor said in his report that as per the present 
situation in the state that a permanent government is not 
possible even 15 days after the election results are declared.  
President's rule- 
 President's rule is the suspension of state government and 

imposition of direct central government rule in a state.  
 Under Article 356 of the Constitution of India, in the 

event that a state government is unable to function 
according to constitutional provisions, the Central 
government can take direct control of the state machinery. 

 
INDIA TO HOST 19TH COUNCIL OF HEADS OF 
GOVERNMENT OF SCO 2020- 
• India will host the 19th council of heads of government of the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 2020.  
• The first such high-level meeting of the 8-member grouping 

to be organised by New Delhi after its admission into the 
grouping in 2017. 

• The SCO is a China-led eight-member economic and security 
bloc in which India and Pakistan were admitted as full 
members in 2017.  

• Its founding members included China, Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation- 
Also known as Shanghai Pact, it is a Eurasian political, 
economic, and security alliance, the creation of which was 
announced on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai. 
Headquarters- Beijing, China 

 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION -2041” CONCLAVE 
HELD IN DELHI- 
• Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India, 

chaired the inaugural conclave on “National Capital Region -
2041” in Delhi.  

• This conclave is organized by the National Capital Region 
Planning Board (NCRPB).  

• The theme of the conclave was “Planning for Tomorrow’s 
Greatest Capital Region”.  

• The Regional Plan-2041 should be a citizen-centric plan, with 
liveability as the hallmark, to ensure ease of living. 

• The Conclave had participation from all NCR participating 
States, concerned Ministries/Departments of Government of 
India, Knowledge Institutions, Industries, Housing 
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Associations, Subject Experts, Field Officers from various 
districts, and other stakeholders. 

 
550TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF GURU NANAK DEV JI 
CELEBRATED ACROSS INDIA- 
• Sikh guru and founder of 

Sikhism Guru Nanak Dev.  
• Guru Nanak Dev was born 

on the full moon day of 
Kartik month or Kartik 
Poornima in 1469.   

• President Ram Nath Kovind visited the historical town, 
Sultanpur Lodhi in Punjab. 

• Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar 
attended the function at Huzoor Sahib Sachkhand Gurudwara 
at Nanded in Maharashtra. 

 
HYDERABAD TO HOST 'INDIAJOY 2019' FROM 
NOVEMBER 20- 
• ‘IndiaJoy’, is a platform for digital, media and entertainment 

corporations to collaborate and innovate. 
• This event is expected to make Hyderabad as the favoured 

destination for animation, visual effects, gaming and comic 
sector. 

• A meeting on the same was held between IT and Industries 
Minister KT Rama Rao and a delegation from IndiaJoy. 
Facts about Hyderabad- 
I. Hyderabad is situated along the banks of the Musi River. 
II. Hyderabad is the fifth-largest contributor to India's 

overall gross domestic product. 
 
BRAZILIAN PRESIDENT BOLSONARO TO BE CHIEF 
GUEST AT INDIA'S REPUBLIC DAY CELEBRATIONS IN 
2020- 

 

• Bolsonaro has accepted Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
invitation for the same.  

• Both leaders met on November 13 on the sidelines of the 11th 
BRICS Summit held in Brasilia (Brazil). 
Brazil- 
President- Jair Bolsonaro 
Capital- Brasilia 
Currency- Brazilian real 

 
DUTEE CHAND NAMED IN TIME 100 NEXT LIST- 
• TIME 100 Next is a new expansion of the TIME 100 list of 

the most influential people in the world. 
• The list highlights 100 rising stars who are shaping the future 

of business, entertainment, sports, politics, health, science and 
activism. 

• "PUMA was the first brand that came forward to sign me as 
their brand ambassador in India said Dutee. 
Time Magazine- 
 Time is an American weekly news magazine and news 

website published in New York City.  
 It was founded in 1923 and originally run by Henry Luce. 

 
WITH AQI OF 527, DELHI ‘MOST POLLUTED CITY’ IN 
WORLD: AIR VISUAL DATA REPORTS- 

 
• Delhi air quality broke all records on November 5, when it 

was in the hazardous range for nine consecutive days. 
• After Delhi and Lahore, Tashkent in Uzbekistan at 185 count 

was at third. 
• India’s financial capital, Mumbai is in the ninth place with an 

AQI of 153 and the dubious Top 10 concludes with 
Kathmandu in Nepal at 152. 
AirVisual data- 
 IQAirVisual data gathers air-quality data globally.  
 It is updated frequently, so the Air Quality Index (AQI) 

count and the ranking changes during the day. 
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HOME MINISTER AMIT SHAH INAUGURATES THE 15 
DAYS’ “AADI MAHOTSAV” AT A COLOURFUL 
FUNCTION IN NEW-DELHI- 
• Aadi Mahotsav also known as the National Tribal Festival 

was inaugurated  at Dilli Haat, New Delhi. 
• Aadi Mahotsav will be celebrated from 16-30 November 

2019.  
• The Aadi Mahotsav is the government's effort to take tribal 

commerce to the next level of digital and electronic 
transactions.  

• The theme of the Aadi Mahotsav 2019 is A Celebration of the 
Spirit of Tribal Crafts, Culture, and Commerce.  

• Over 1000 tribal artisans and artists from 27 States are 
participating in the festival. 

 
THE VICE PRESIDENT, SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU 
RELEASES BIOGRAPHY OF VEER SAVARKAR 
WRITTEN BY VIKRAM SAMPATH- 
• VP said Veer Savarkar was a 

multidimensional personality 
– a freedom fighter, social 
reformer, writer, poet, 
historian, political leader and 
philosopher. 

• The book is named ‘Savarkar: Echoes from a Forgotten Past’. 
Veer Savarkar is known for his fight in 
1) India’s Independence 
2) Fight against case system 

 
8TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS TO BE HELD IN INDIA- 
• The conference will be organised by Ministry of Agriculture 

in New-Delhi. 
• The Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Shri 

Narendra Singh Tomar will inaugurate the conference. 
• American Billionaire Bill Gates will be the Chief Guest at the 

Conference. 
• The theme of the conference will be ‘Statistics for 

Transformation of Agriculture to Achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)’.  

 
WATER QUALITY REPORT FOR STATE CAPITALS 
AND NEW DELHI RELEASED- 

 
• The report was released by Union Minister of Consumer 

Affairs Shri Ram Vilas Paswan. 
• The report is in line with the Jal Jeevan Mission that was 

launched to provide clean and safe drinking water to all by 
2024. 

• In Delhi, out of 11 samples, 10 failed to comply the standards 
of Indian Standards. 

• The best performing cities where almost all the samples were 
up to the standard were Ranchi, Shimla, Bhubaneshwar, 
Amravati and Raipur. 

 
MICROSOFT CO-FOUNDER AND WORLD’S RICHEST 
PERSON BILL GATES (PRESENT) PAID A 3-DAY VISIT 
TO INDIA- 
• Gates was on a three-day visit to India to review the work of 

his foundation in the country. 
• Bill said that India has the potential for "very rapid" economic 

growth over the next decade. 
• He praised India's Aadhaar identity system and the country's 

performance in the financial services and pharma sectors. 
• On 15-11-19, 64-year-old Gates, with a net worth of USD 

110 billion, regained the position of the world's richest person 
surpassing the Amazon Inc's Jeff Bezos. 

 
SEA LEVEL ALONG INDIAN COAST ROSE BY 8.5 CM 
IN LAST 50 YEARS: ENVIRONMENT MINISTER- 
• Union Minister Babul 

Supriyo said in the Rajya 
Sabha on 19-11-19.   

• This was told in response to a 
question on whether several 
cities will be submerged as 
temperatures are rising due to global warming. 

• "On an average, the sea level along the Indian coast is 
considered to be rising at about 1.70 mm/year. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

PAKISTAN FAILS TO MEET 22 OUT OF 27 FATF 
TARGETS, STILL ESCAPES 'BLACK LIST' FOR FOUR 
MORE MONTHS- 
• Pakistan has escaped for another four months the ‘Black List’ 

of the global terror watchdog, the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF). 

• The FATF has given Pakistan deadline till February 2020 to 
put its house in order or warned that it would be blacklisted. 

• The Paris-based FATF took the decision after its five-day 
plenary, which was concluded in the French capital. 

• FATF decided to give Pakistan time till February 2020 to 
comply with 27 points that the country had promised to 
deliver in June last year. 
Financial Action Task Force- 
 It is an intergovernmental organization founded in 1989 

on the initiative of the G7 to develop policies to combat 
money laundering.  

 In 2001 its mandate expanded to include terrorism 
financing. 

Headquarters- Paris, France 
 
 NASA ASTRONAUTS COMPLETE FIRST EVER ALL-
FEMALE SPACEWALK- 

 
• Two Nasa astronauts have embarked on the first all-female 

space walk in a historic first. 
• Christina Koch and Jessica Meir floated feet-first out of the 

International Space Station’s (ISS) Quest airlock, tasked with 
replacing a failed power control unit. 

• The spacewalk, known as an extra-vehicular activity (EVA) 
in astronaut jargon, took place seven months after the original 
planned date for an all-female outing,  

• The previous had to be scrapped because the ISS had only 
one medium-sized spacesuit on board. The agency sent up a 
second medium spacesuit in October. 

NASA- 
 The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is an 

independent agency of the United States Federal 
Government responsible for the civilian space program, as 
well as aeronautics and aerospace research.  

 NASA was established in 1958, succeeding the National 
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. 

Headquarters- Washington, D.C., United States 
 
INDIAN CARRIER INDIGO BECOMES MEMBER OF 
GLOBAL AIRLINES BODY IATA- 
• Budget carrier IndiGo announced that it has become a 

member of International Air Transport Association (IATA) 
which represents around 290 airlines across the world, 
comprising 82 percent of global air traffic. 

• The announcement came after IndiGo's expansion of 
international flight operations this year wherein it connected 
India with countries such as Turkey, Vietnam, Myanmar and 
China. 

• "With over 60 offices worldwide, IATA maintains 
relationships with governments and other industry 
stakeholders around the world. 

• In March, SpiceJet became the first Indian low-cost carrier to 
take membership of the IATA. 

• Indian full-service carriers Vistara and Air India are members 
of IATA too. 

 
ISIS CHIEF BAGHDADI KILLED IN US MILITARY RAID 
IN SYRIA, DETONATED SUICIDE VEST- 
• Jihadist supremo Abu Bakr al-

Baghdadi, the world's most 
wanted man, have been killed in 
a US special operation in 
northwest Syria. 

• The elusive chief of the Islamic 
State group was thought to be dead after a US military raid in 
the Idlib region, US media reported early Sunday(27-10-19). 

• The US had offered a $25 million reward for information 
concerning his whereabouts.  

 
PM MODI TO VISIT THAILAND FROM NOVEMBER 2-4 
FOR ASEAN-INDIA, EAST ASIA AND RCEP SUMMITS- 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Thailand from 

November 2-4 during which he will attend the ASEAN-India, 
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East Asia and RCEP summits, the Ministry of External 
Affairs announced. 

• Modi will be visiting Bangkok at the invitation of Thai Prime 
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha. 

• He will attend the 16th ASEAN-India summit, 14th East Asia 
Summit and 3rd Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) summit and related events. 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)- 
It is a regional intergovernmental organization comprising ten 
countries in Southeast Asia, which promotes 
intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates economic, 
political, security, military, educational, and sociocultural 
integration among its members and other countries in Asia. 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)- 
It is a proposed free trade agreement between the ten member 
states of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and its 
six FTA partners. RCEP negotiations were formally launched 
in November 2012 at the ASEAN Summit in Cambodia. 

 
MALDIVIAN FOREIGN MINISTER ABDULLA SHAHID 
PRAISED INDIA FOR ITS INVALUABLE SUPPORT ON 3 
NOVEMBER 1988, OPERATION CACTUS TO STOP A 
COUP- 

 
• Maldives Foreign Minister Abdulla Shahid praised India for 

its invaluable support rendered on November 3, 1988. 
•  At that time responding to a plea by then President Abdul 

Gayoom the Indian Army launched Operation Cactus to quell 
a coup. 

• The invaluable military support of the Indian government on 
November 3, 1988 remains etched in our hearts. 
Operation Cactus- 
 It is the code name of intervention of Indian armed forces 

to trounce the attempted coup of Maldivian group led by 

Abdullah Luthufi to overthrow the Maumoon Abdul 
Gayoom government in Maldives.   

 The group was aided by armed mercenaries of the 
People’s Liberation Organisation of Tamil Eelam 
(PLOTE). 

 
U.S. FORMALLY BEGINS TO LEAVE THE PARIS 
CLIMATE AGREEMENT- 
• The Trump administration has formally notified the United 

Nations that the U.S. is withdrawing from the Paris climate 
agreement.  

• The withdrawal will be completed this time next year, after a 
one-year waiting period has elapsed. 

• "We will continue to work with our global partners to 
enhance resilience to the impacts of climate change and 
prepare for and respond to natural disasters," Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo said. 

• Nearly 200 countries signed on to the agreement in 2015 and 
made national pledges to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
Paris Agreement- 
 The Paris Agreement central aim is to strengthen the 

global response to the threat of climate change by 
keeping a global temperature rise this century well below 
2 degree Celsius above pre-industrial levels and to pursue 
efforts to limit the temperature increase even further to 
1.5 degrees Celsius. 

 
CHINA IS THE WORLD’S WORST ABUSER OF 
INTERNET FREEDOM: FREEDOM ON NET 2019 
REPORT- 
• China was ranked as the world’s 

worst abuser of internet freedom 
for the fourth consecutive year 
and Pakistan was declared as 
'not free’ in terms of internet 
freedom status. 

• The Freedom on the Net report 2019 titled ‘The Crisis of 
Social Media’ was released by an international internet 
watchdog, the Freedom House on November 5, 2019.  

• The report recorded an overall decline in global internet 
freedom status between July 2018 and May 2019. 

• India was given an overall score of 55 in the report and the 
internet freedom status in the country was reported to be 
‘partly free’. 

• The report assessed 65 countries and 33 among them showed 
an overall decline in internet freedom since June 2018.  
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KOLKATA STUDENTS CREATE GUINNESS WORLD 
RECORD OF MOST STUDENTS ASSEMBLING RADIO 
KITS- 
• Guinness World Record of most students assembling radio 

kits simultaneously was created on the third day of India 
International Science Festival. 

• A spokesman of the organising committee of the IISF said 
while 490 students participated in the event, a record 268 
succeeded in completing the assembling process in the 
stipulated hours. 

• A representative of the Guinness World Records presented a 
certificate and memento to Union Minister of Science and 
Technology Harsh Vardhan who took it on behalf of the 
students. 

• The minister congratulated 'young scientific minds" and said 
he is proud of them 

 
PAKISTAN BECOMES FIRST COUNTRY TO LAUNCH 
NEW WHO-APPROVED TYPHOID VACCINE- 
• The vaccine, approved by the World Health Organization 

(WHO), will be used during a two-week immunisation 
campaign in southern Sindh province. 

• Sindh is where most of Pakistan's 10,000 cases of typhoid 
have been documented since 2017. 

 
World Health Organization- 
 Specialized agency of the United Nations that is 

concerned with international public health. 
Headquarters- Geneva, Switzerland 
Head- Tedros Adhanom 
Founded- 7 April 1948 

MAHINDA RAJAPAKSA SWORN IN AS NEW PRIME 
MINISTER OF SRI LANKA- 

 
• Former President Mahinda Rajapaksa was sworn in as the 

new Prime Minister of Sri Lanka on November 21, 2019. 
• He was administered the oath of the office by incumbent 

President Gotabaya Rajapksa and his younger brother. 
• Mahinda Rajapaksa took oath as the new Prime Minister of 

Sri Lanka after Ranil Wickremesinghe resigned from his post 
after his presidential election defeat. 
Facts About Sri-Lanka Government System- 
 The President of Sri Lanka has the power to summon, 

suspend, prorogue, or terminate a legislative session and 
to dissolve the Parliament.  

 President can dissolve Parliament only after the lapse of 
4 1/2 years or if 2/3 majority of Members of Parliament 
requests him. 

 
GLOBAL TERRORISM INDEX 2019- 
• Terrorism Index in India decreased to 7.52 in 2018 from 7.57 

in 2017.   
• Terrorism Index in India averaged 

7.62 from 2002 until 2018, 
reaching an all  time high of 8.09 in 
2010 and a record low of 7.22 in 
2004. 

• The Global Terrorism Index 
measures the direct and indirect 
impact of terrorism, including its 
effects on lives lost, injuries, 
property damage and the 
psychological aftereffects. 
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FINANCIAL AND BANKING NEWS 

RELIANCE INDUSTRIES BECOMES FIRST INDIAN 
FIRM TO CROSS RS 9 LAKH CRORE MARKET 
CAPITALISATION, STOCK HITS FRESH 52-WEEK 
HIGH- 
• Mukesh Ambani-led 

Reliance Industries 
became the first firm in 
India to cross the Rs 9-
lakh crore market 
capitalisation mark ahead 
of announcement of its Q2 earnings.  

• The conglomerate was also the first to reach Rs 8 lakh crore 
market cap mark in August last year. 

• Reliance Industries' market capitalisation rose to Rs 9.03 
lakh crore after the stock reached Rs 1,428, a fresh 52-week 
high. 

• Its closest competitor TCS clocked a market capitalisation of 
Rs 7.66 lakh crore in trade. 

 
INDIA’S UNEMPLOYMENT RATE ROSE TO 3-YEAR 
HIGH OF 8.48% IN OCTOBER, ACCORDING TO CMIE- 
• The Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy said that India’s 

unemployment rate rose to 8.48% of the labour force in 
October.  

• The rate of unemployment was 7.2% in September.  
• The change is attributed to a slowdown in the Indian 

economy.  
• This is the highest rate of unemployment since August 2016, 

While urban unemployment stood at 8.89% in October, the 
figure for rural unemployment was 8.28%. 

 
ADB CLEARS $451-M LOAN FOR POWER 
CONNECTIVITY IN CHENNAI-KANYAKUMARI 
INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR- 
• Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a $451-

million loan to strengthen power connectivity between the 
southern and northern parts of the Chennai–Kanyakumari 
Industrial Corridor (CKIC) in Tamil Nadu. 

• The ADB project will allow more power, including 
renewable energy, to be transferred from new generation 
facilities in the south CKIC to the north, where it is most in 
demand. 

• This was told by ADB Principal Energy Specialist for South 
Asia Pradeep Perera. 

Asian Development Bank- 
 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a regional 

development bank established on 19 December 1966. 
 It is headquartered in the Ortigas Center located in the 

city of Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines.  
 The company also maintains 31 field offices around the 

world to promote social and economic development in 
Asia. 

 
INDIA GAINED $755 MILLION IN ADDITIONAL 
EXPORTS TO US DUE TO US-CHINA TRADE WAR: 
UNCTAD- 
• India gained about $755 million 

in additional exports, mainly of 
chemicals, metals and ore. 

• The exports were to the US in 
the first half of 2019 due to the 
trade diversion effects of 
Washington's tariff war with China, a study by the UN trade 
and investment body. 

• The study — Trade and trade diversion effects of United 
States tariffs on China — shows that the ongoing US-China 
trade war has resulted in a sharp decline in bilateral trade, 
higher prices for consumers and trade diversion effects. 

 
INDIA HAS POTENTIAL TO CREATE MORE THAN 100 
UNICORNS BY 2025, SAYS NASSCOM REPORT- 
• Home to more than 9,000 technology startups, India has the 

potential to create more than 100 unicorns – private 
companies with a valuation of $1 billion and above. 

• This target can be achievable in the next five years, 
according to industry body Nasscom.  

• The National Association of Software and Services 
Companies (NASSCOM) in its report – Indian Tech Startup 
Ecosystem – Leading tech in the 20s published it. 

• It also stated that by 2025 it is expected that the country will 
have around 95-105 unicorns, enjoying a cumulative 
valuation of $350-390 billion. 

 
LARGEST FDI PROJECT OF INDIAN RAILWAYS-INDO 
FRENCH COLLABORATION 
• Madhepura Electric Locomotive Pvt. Ltd. (MELPL), a joint 

venture of Indian Railways and M/s Alstom.  
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• MELPM will manufacture 

800 electric locomotives for 
freight services with the 
foreign investment of 3.5 
billion Euros. 

• Under the agreement, around 
10 locomotives are to be 
delivered by the end of 2019-20 financial year and 100 
locomotives by the end of March 2021.   

• More than 300 engineers from India and France are working 
on the project currently. 
Alstom- 
Alstom SA is a French multinational company operating 
worldwide in rail transport markets. 

 
AMAZON LAUNCHES 'PROJECT ZERO' IN INDIA TO 
BLOCK COUNTERFEIT GOODS- 
• This will be implemented to ensure that customers receive 

authentic goods when shopping on Amazon. 
• Over 7,000 brands have already enrolled in Project Zero 

across US, Europe and Japan. 
• Dharmesh M Mehta, Amazon's vice president of worldwide 

customer trust and partner support told about this initiative. 
It does so through three powerful tools- 
1) Automated protections 
2) Service counterfeit removal tool 
3) Product serialization. 

 
BILL GATES OVERTAKES JEFF BEZOS TO RECLAIM 
HIS SPOT OF WORLD’S RICHEST PERSON- 

 
• Microsoft Corp. co-founder Bill Gates overtook 

Amazon.com Inc.’s Jeff Bezos as the world’s richest person. 
• This happened as Pentagon’s surprise decision announced 

Oct. 25 to award a $10 billion cloud-computing contract to 
Microsoft over Amazon. 

• Bezos would be far richer if he and MacKenzie Bezos 
hadn’t divorced.  
Bill Gates- 

 William Henry Gates III is an American business 
magnate, software developer, and philanthropist.  

 He is best known as the co-founder of Microsoft 
Corporation. 

Jeff Bezos- 
 Jeffrey Preston Bezos is an American internet and 

aerospace entrepreneur, media proprietor, and investor.  
 He is best known as the founder, CEO, and president of 

Amazon.com, Inc. 
 
SRI LANKA GOT REMOVED FROM FATF’S GREY 
LIST- 
• Sri Lanka has been removed from the “Grey List” of the 

international terror financing watchdog FATF.  
• The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), whose five-day 

plenary concluded in Paris, France stated that Sri Lanka 
made significant progress in addressing the strategic 
AML/CFT deficiencies identified earlier. 

• In October 2016, the FATF announced that Sri Lanka will 
be subjected to a review of the International Cooperation 
Review Group (ICRG) of the terror financing watchdog to 
assess the progress of AML/CFT effectiveness in the 
country. 

 
UNION FINANCE MINISTER SMT. NIRMALA 
SITHARAMAN LED THE INDIAN DELEGATION TO 
THE ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
MONETARY FUND (IMF) AND THE WORLD BANK 
GROUP- 

 
• She also attended the Working Lunch Session of the 

Development Committee (DC), the ministerial-level 
committee of the IMF and the World Bank.  

• In the DC Lunch, the members discussed about the global 
economic outlook.  

• In her intervention, the Finance Minister mentioned that 
trade wars and protectionism have generated uncertainties 
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that will ultimately impact flow of capital, goods and 
services. 

 
GST COLLECTION IMPROVES IN OCTOBER 
TO ₹95,380 CRORE- 
• Stock building for festive sales 

pushes collection from Goods 
& Services Tax (GST) in the 
month of October from 
September.  

• Total collection stood ₹ 95,000 
crore plus which is 3.76 per cent higher than sequential 
month --September -- collection. 

• However, this October’s collection is 5.2 per cent less than 
October 2018. During April-October, 2019 vis-à-vis 2018, 
the domestic component has shown 6.74 per cent growth 
while the GST on imports has shown negative growth and 
the total collection has grown by 3.38 per cent.   

 
7TH INDIA-US ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL 
PARTNERSHIP MEETING HELD IN DELHI- 
• It was co-chaired by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

and US Secretary of Treasury Steven T Mnuchin.  
• Briefing reporters Ms Sitharaman said, during meeting both 

sides took stock of the efforts undertaken to further improve 
mutual cooperation on a wide range of multilateral subjects 
including anti-money laundering and combating financing of 
terrorism. 

• Both sides not only discussed policies to stimulate growth 
but also deliberated on the significant steps taken by both 
the countries to strengthen financial sector. 

 
INDIA’S GDP TO CLOCK 6.6% GROWTH IN 2020-2024: 
OECD- 
• OECD in its Economic Outlook for Southeast Asia, China 

and India 2020 presented at the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) summit in Bangkok. 

• India is also anticipated to grow relatively more modestly in 
2020-24 than in 2013-17 while the banking sector regains its 
footing".  

• The large-sized workforce from the unorganized sector 
highlights the fact that there is still scope for augmenting the 
consumption base.  

• For 2020-2024, OECD anticipates a regional GDP growth of 
5.7% in contrast to 6.7% in between 2013-17. 

 

WORLD’S MOST PROFITABLE COMPANY SAUDI 
ARAMCO KICK-STARTS WHAT COULD BE WORLD'S 
BIGGEST IPO- 
• Saudi Arabia's giant state oil 

company finally kick-started 
its initial public offering (IPO). 

• The company announced its 
intention to float on the 
domestic bourse in what could be the world's biggest listing 
as the kingdom seeks to diversify its economy away from 
oil. 

• But in its long-awaited announcement, Aramco, the world's 
most profitable company, offered few specifics on the 
number of shares to be sold, pricing or the date for a launch. 

 
INDIA WILL BE FASTEST GROWING AVIATION 
MARKET OVER 20 YEARS-BOEING 
• India will be the world’s fastest-growing aviation market 

over the next two decades, according to Boeing Co. 
• The company expects India will need 2,380 planes in that 

period at a value of $330 billion. 
• The U.S. manufacturer’s forecast is slightly higher than the 

one it made in December 2018, when it said India would 
require 2,300 new aircraft for $320 billion over 20 years.  

• At a briefing in New Delhi on Wednesday, Boeing’s deputy 
vice president of commercial marketing Darren Hulst said 
first deliveries of the 777X are planned in the next 18 
months. 

 
SBI RESEARCH REPORT CUTS INDIA'S GDP 
FORECAST FOR THIS FISCAL TO 5% FROM EARLIER 
PROJECTION OF 6.1%- 
• An SBI research report 

sharply cut the country's GDP 
growth forecast to 5% for FY 
2019-20 from the earlier 
projection of 6.1%. 

• The second quarter GDP 
growth rate is likely to slip to 4.2% on account of low 
automobile sales, deceleration in air traffic movements, 
flattening of core sector growth and declining investment in 
construction and infrastructure. 

• The report, however, said the economic growth rate will 
pick up pace in 2020-21 to 6.2%.  

• To propel economic growth, it said, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) may go for "larger rate cuts" in December 
monetary policy review. 
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INDIA-ASEAN BUSINESS SUMMIT 2019 HELD IN NEW-
DELHI- 
• India- ASEAN Business Summit on the theme: “Today, 

Tomorrow, Together” 
• The objective is to strengthen trade & investment flows with 

ASEAN Economies.  
• Senior government officials from India and the ASEAN 

Nations were present in the event. 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations- 
 It is a regional intergovernmental organization 

comprising ten countries in Southeast Asia, which 
promotes intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates 
economic relations. 

Headquarters- Jakarta, Indonesia 
Founded- 8 August 1967 
Members- 
Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, Philippines, Malaysia, Vietn
am, Brunei, Cambodia, Myanmar (Burma), Laos 

 
INDIA PLEDGES TO CONTRIBUTE USD 5 MILLION IN 
2020 FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES- 
• India’s Deputy Permanent 

Representative to the UN 
Ambassador K Nagaraj 
Naidu announced about the 
contribution. 

• “India’s support and 
solidarity with the 5.5 million Palestine refugees remains 
strong and abiding,” said Mr. Naidu further. 

• He also said that 150 Palestinian professionals get training 
under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
programme every year. 

 
INDIA TO CONTRIBUTE $13.5 MN FOR UN 
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES FOR 2020- 
• The contribution was 

announced at the UN General 
Assembly Pledging Conference 
for Development Activities.  

• The contribution is in line with 
the country’s long-standing 
tradition of supporting development activities across the UN 
system. 

• About 16 countries pledged a total of USD 516 million at 
the 2019 United Nations Pledging Conference for 
Development Activities. 

 

AIIB EXPECTS $100M INVESTMENT A YEAR IN 
INDIA'S SOLAR, WIND PROJECTS- 
• On November 16, 2019, the bank approved a loan of 500 

million USD in three suburban rail infrastructure projects. 
• AIIB has so far invested 2.9 billion USD. It amounts to 30% 

of the total investment 
• India is the largest borrower of AIIB. 

AIIB Ongoing Projects- 
 400 million USD has been invested by the bank in the 

rural water supply system of Karnataka 
 Around 1 billion USD is being spent on power 

distribution and transmission in the state of Assam. 
 800 million USD is to be invested in Chennai Metro. 

 
INDIA-RUSSIA-CHINA EXPLORE ALTERNATIVE TO 
SWIFT PAYMENT MECHANISM- 
• All three countries want alternative to the US-dominated 

SWIFT (Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication) payment mechanism. 

• This step will lower the risk of US sanctions on the trio. 
• Russia’s financial messaging system SPFS will be linked 

with the Chinese cross-border interbank payment system 
CIPS. 

• India still does not have a domestic financial messaging 
system.  

• India plans to link the Central Bank of Russia’s platform 
with a service that is under development. 

 
ADB, INDIAN GOVT SIGN $91 MN LOAN PACT TO 
BOOST K’TAKA WATER SYSTEMS- 
• The move is expected to go a long way in improving 

sustainable water security and irrigation efficiency in 
Karnataka. 

• The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government 
today signed an agreement for the second project loan of 
about $91 million. 
Asian Development Bank- 
Regional development bank established on 19 December 
1966. 
Headquarters- Mandaluyong, Philippines 
Membership- 68 countries 
Purpose- Economic development  
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

IIT HYDERABAD RESEARCHERS CREATE FIRST 
EVER INDIAN BRAIN ATLAS- 
• Researchers stated that the next step is to prepare atlases for 

different age groups to study age related affects on brain 
anatomy. 

• The average brain size of an Indian was smaller in height, 
width and volume in comparison to people of the Caucasian 
and eastern races. 

• The immediate implication of this finding can be seen in 
treatment outcomes of neurological problems or brain related 
ailments - like dementia, Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s 
disease etc. 
Brain atlas-  
A brain atlas is composed of serial sections along different 
anatomical planes of the healthy or diseased developing or 
adult animal or human brain where each relevant brain 
structure is assigned a number of coordinates to define its 
outline or volume. 

 
IIT DELHI, ISRO JOINTLY SETTING UP SPACE 
TECHNOLOGY CELL IN CAMPUS- 

 
• Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi is collaborating 

with Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to set up a 
space technology cell at the campus.  

• The cell will work for carrying out focused research projects 
in the space technology domain with specific deliverables.  

• It is also proposed that IIT Delhi as an institute becomes 
academic partner of ISRO in research areas for example AI, 
nanotechnology, functional textiles, smart manufacturing. 

• This was told by IIT's director V Ramgopal Rao. 
• The IIT is also holding its 50th Convocation on 2 November 

where Dr. K Sivan, Chairman, ISRO will be the chief guest. 
Indian Space Research Organisation- 

 It is the space agency of the Government of India 
headquartered in the city of Bengaluru.  

 Its vision is to "harness space technology for national 
development while pursuing space science research & 
planetary exploration”. 

 
IFFCO INTRODUCES INDIA’S FIRST 
NANOTECHNOLOGY-BASED PRODUCTS FOR ON-
FIELD TRIALS- 
• The Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO), 

world’s largest fertiliser cooperative, announced the 
introduction of its nanotechnology-based product range. 

• The products they will be introducing are Nano Nitrogen, 
Nano Zinc, Nano Copper for on-field trials at an event held 
at its Kalol unit in Gujarat. 

• These products have been researched and developed 
indigenously at the IFFCO Nano Biotechnology Research 
Centre (NBRC), an advanced research and development 
centre based at Kalol Unit. 

• These nanostructured formulations effectively deliver 
nutrients to the plants. 

 
INDIANS AMONG THOSE 'TARGETED' BY SPYWARE 
PEGASUS ACCORDING TO WHATSAPP- 
• Messaging app WhatsApp 

has said Indian journalists and 
activists are among some 
1,400 people worldwide who 
were targeted with Israeli-
made spyware. 

• WhatsApp filed a lawsuit against NSO Group , alleging it 
was behind cyber-attacks that infected devices in April and 
May. 

• The Israeli company, which makes software for surveillance, 
has strongly disputed the allegations. 

• India has 400 million WhatsApp users, making the country 
its biggest market. 

 
NASA’S VOYAGER 2 BECOMES SECOND 
SPACECRAFT TO REACH INTERSTELLAR SPACE- 
• More than four decades after beginning its epic journey, 

NASA's Voyager 2 spacecraft has crossed the elusive 
boundary that marks the edge of the Sun's realm and the start 
of interstellar space. 



 

 
<< 24 >> | IBS QUEST | JANUARY, 2020 

 

           Quest IBS 
• According to the researchers at the University of Iowa in the 

US, Voyager 2 has entered the interstellar medium (ISM), 
the region of space outside the bubble-shaped boundary 
produced by wind streaming outward from the Sun. 

• This makes Voyager 2 the second human-made object to 
journey out of the Sun's influence, following the US space 
agency's Voyager 1's solar exit in 2012. 
Interstellar space- 
 The interstellar medium is the matter and radiation that 

exists in the space between the star systems in a galaxy.  
 This matter includes gas in ionic, atomic, and molecular 

form, as well as dust and cosmic rays.  
 It fills interstellar space and blends smoothly into the 

surrounding intergalactic space. 
 
CHINA LAUNCHES SUDAN'S FIRST SATELLITE 
HIGHLIGHTING STRONG LINKS BETWEEN BEIJING 
AND SUDAN'S NEW GOVERNMENT- 

 
• Sudan has launched its first-ever satellite in cooperation 

with China, in a move that highlights the strengthening ties 
between the two nations.  

• The government says the small probe will mainly be used for 
economic purposes but that it will also provide intelligence 
to the military and security services. 

• The Sudan Remote Sensing Satellite (SRSS-1), was 
launched from the northern Chinese province of Shanxi. 
National Space Agency of China-China National Space 
Administration 

 
INDIAN RAILWAYS LAUNCHES 3 APPS FOR PROPER 
MONITORING OF PROJECTS- 

• The Indian Railways had launched three online applications 
for all-India rollout to strengthen IT enablement of railways.  

• The applications will help ensure proper monitoring of 
projects and boost vision of Digital India. 
1. CRS Sanction Management System 
2. Rail-road crossing GAD approval system  
3. TMS for construction 
The benefits of the project are- 

• Data validation at source. 
• Ease in data entry and correction thereof. 
• Easy checking/verification of data entry. 
• For every data the ownership and responsibility is defined 

and fixed in the application design. 
 
GUJARAT GOVERNMENT GIVES NOD FOR WORLD’S 
FIRST CNG PORT TERMINAL AT BHAVNAGAR- 
• Gujarat Government has given its nod to the world’s first 

CNG port terminal at Bhavnagar.  
• According to official release, the U.K. based Foresight group 

and Mumbai based Padmanabh Mafatlal group joint venture 
will invest Rs.1900 crore to set up a CNG port terminal at 
Bhavnagar port.  

• Gujarat Infrastructure Development Board- GIDB under the 
Chairmanship of Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has also 
approved this proposal. 

• The proposed CNG port terminal will have annual capacity 
of 6 million matric tone, which will increased the total 
handling capacity of the port to 9 million matric tones.  

• Memorandum of Understanding- MoU for this project 
between Gujarat government arm Gujarat Maritime Board 
and London based Foresight Group was signed during the 
2019 Vibrant Gujarat summit. 

 
SCIENTIST NAMES NEWLY DISCOVERED SPIDER 
SPECIES AFTER SACHIN TENDULKAR- 
• Sachin Tendulkar’s 

legendary status in the 
game of cricket has 
seen his fans find 
numerous ways to pay 
tribute to him. 

• However, a research 
scholar pursuing a Ph. D in spider taxonomy found arguably 
the most unique way to show his love for the Master Blaster 
by naming a newly discovered species of spider after him. 
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• Dhruv Prajapati, a junior researcher with the Gujarat 

Ecological Education & Research (GEER) Foundation, 
discovered two new species of spiders and named  
1. One after Sachin Tendulkar 
2. Other after Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara, who played a 

key role in creating awareness on education in Kerala. 
 
12 POTENTIAL ASTRONAUTS SELECTED FOR 
TRAINING IN RUSSIA FOR THE GAGANYAAN 
MISSION- 
• Out of the 12 selected from the Indian Air Force seven has to 

go to Russia for training in PHASE 1. 
• ISRO has announced the deadline as December 2022 for the 

launch of Gaganyaan. 
Gaganyaan Mission- 
 Gaganyaan is an Indian 1st manned space mission.  
 ISRO will send three Indians for a seven-day journey 

into space for the first time in this mission. 
 About 10 thousand crore rupees will be spent on this 

mission. 
 
CHANDRAYAAN 3: INDIA'S SECOND ATTEMPT TO 
LAND ON THE MOON PLANNED FOR NOVEMBER 
2020- 

 
• The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 

announced their intention to send a second mission to soft-
land on the Moon by November 2020.  

• According to reports Chandrayaan 3 will not feature an 
orbiter of its own. 

• ISRO’s  first and recent attempt, which went awry on 7 
September after a loss of communication with the landing 
module (consisting of a lander and a rover) resulted in a 
partial failure of the Chandrayaan 2 mission. 
Indian Space Research Organisation 
Headquarters- Bengaluru 
Founder- Vikram Sarabhai 

Founded- 15 August 1969 
 
UP CM YOGI ADITYANATH INAUGURATES NORTH 
INDIA’S 1ST SUGAR MILL WHICH WILL PRODUCE 
ETHANOL- 
• The mill was inaugurated in Pipraich area of Gorakhpur. 
• The mill is a unit of Uttar Pradesh Sugar and Sugarcane 

Development Corporation Limited. 
• The mill will produce more than 50,000 quintals of 

sugar every day. 
Ethanol as Fuel in India- 
 India initiated the use of ethanol as an automotive fuel in 

the year 2003.  
 The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) 

issued a notification in September 2002 for mandatory 
blending of 5 % ethanol in 9 major sugar producing 
states and four union territories from 2003. 

 Indian oil declared to set up 1st ethanol plant in Haryana 
State. 

 
INDIAN OIL CORPORATION LAUNCHES WINTER 
GRADE DIESEL FOR LADAKH REGION- 

 
• Vehicles in high-altitude sectors like Ladakh, Kargil, Kaza 

and Keylong face the problem of freezing of diesel. 
• This happens when winter temperatures drop to as low as -30 

degree Celsius. 
• The winter-grade diesel does not lose its fluidity function 

even in extreme winter conditions. 
• This product has been produced and certified by Indian Oil’s 

Panipat refinery on 8 November. 
 Indian Oil is the largest commercial oil company in the 

country, with a net profit of INR 19,106 crore for the 
financial year 2016–17. 
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SPORTS 

INDIA LOSE TO GREAT BRITAIN IN FINAL OF 
SULTAN OF JOHOR CUP- 

 
• Indian junior hockey men's team lost a second consecutive 

final to Great Britian in the Sultan of Johor Cup as it 
succumbed to a 1-2 loss at Johor Bahru. 

• After the first three quarters of the match went goalless, 
Indian forward Gursahibjit Singh broke the deadlock in the 
49th minute with a goal from a penalty corner.  

• However, Britian struck back through Stuart Rushmere's 
dragflick in the 50th minute. 
Sultan of Johor Cup- 
 It is an annual, international under–21 men's field hockey 

tournament held in Malaysia.  
 Since the first edition held in 2011, five teams have 

emerged victorious.  
 Great Britain are the most successful team having won 

the tournament three times. 
 
PRITHVI SEKHAR WINS GOLD IN WORLD DEAF 
TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIP- 
• Prithvi Sekhar beat third seed Jaroslav Smedek of the Czech 

Republic 6-4, 6-3 in the men’s final of the World 
Deaf tennis championship in Antalya, Turkey. 

• It was a dominant performance from the 26-year-old Prithvi, 
who is trained in Chennai by coach Sureshkumar 
Sonachalam, as he did not drop a set in the tournament while 
beating four seeded players. 

• It has been a memorable season for Prithvi as he was part of 
the Indian Railways team which won the gold in the World 
Railways tennis championship in Albena, Bulgaria. 

 
BENGAL WARRIORS WINS 7TH SEASON OF VIVO 
PRO KABADDI LEAGUE 2019- 
• In the final of 7th season of Vivo Pro Kabaddi League 

2019, Bengal Warriors won their first title by 

defeating Dabang Delhi by 39-34 at the EKA Arena by 
TransStadia in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 

 
• Most Valuable Player award of the League was bagged 

by Naveen Kumar from Dabang Delhi, Best raider to Pawan 
Kumar Sherawat from Bengaluru Bulls.  

• Best defender award to U Mumba’s Fazel Atrachali and New 
Young Player of the season to UP (Uttar Pradesh) 
Yoddha’s Sumit. 

 
WORLD NO-1 ALL ROUNDER SHAKIB AL-HASAN 
BANNED FROM ALL FORM OF CRICKET FOR TWO 
YEARS FOR FAILING TO REPORT APPROACHES 
FROM A BOOKMAKER- 
• Bangladesh captain Shakib al-Hasan has been banned from 

all cricket for two years, with one year suspended, after the 
all-rounder was found to have breached the International 
Cricket Council's (ICC) anti-corruption code. 

• He failed to inform authorities about an approach he received 
to engage in corrupt conduct. 

• Shakib is the highest wicket taker in Bangladesh cricket 
history and has taken on a talismanic status in the country. 
International Cricket Council- 
 It is the global governing body of cricket.  
 It was founded as the Imperial Cricket Conference in 

1909 by representatives from Australia, England and 
South Africa. 

Headquarters- Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Membership- 104 members 
Motto- Cricket for good. 

 
MARY KOM NAMED IN IOC'S 2020 OLYMPICS 
ATHLETE AMBASSADORS GROUP- 
• Six-time world champion M. C. Mary Kom has been 

included in a 10-member athlete ambassadors group to 
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represent boxers in the 
build-up to next 
year’s Tokyo Olympics. 

• The appointment came by 
the IOC’s Task Force for 
the sport.   

• The 36-year-old Indian 
recently surpassed herself as the most successful boxer in the 
history of the world championships when she claimed her 
eighth medal, a bronze, at the marquee event’s latest edition 
in Russia. 
International Olympic Committee- 
 It is a non-governmental sports organisation based in 

Lausanne, Switzerland.  
 Created by Pierre de Coubertin and Demetrios Vikelas in 

1894, it is the authority responsible for organising the 
modern Summer and Winter Olympic Games. 

 
INDIAN WOMEN BEAT SRI LANKA BY 14 RUNS, 
CLINCH EMERGING ASIA CRICKET CUP TITLE- 
• India claimed the Women’s Emerging Asia Cup 2019 after 

beating hosts Sri Lanka by 14 runs under the 
Duckworth/Lewis method here. 

• Devika Vaidya and Tanuja Kanwar bagged four wickets 
apiece in the final after Tanusree Sarkar’s 47 and Simran 
Bahadur’s 34 helped India A post 175 for nine in 50 overs.  

 
POOJA GEHLOT WINS SILVER AT UNDER-23 WORLD 
WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS- 
• Pooja Gehlot (53kg) 

claimed India's second 
silver medal after going 
down to Japan's 2017 
world champion Haruna 
Okuno in the finals of 
the UWW Under-23 
World Championships. 

• Gehlot lost 0-2 to Okuno in the summit clash to emulate 
Ravinder (61kg). 

• Three-time World Junior Championships medallist Sajan 
Bhanwal (77kg), however, lost a close semi-final bout 4-5 to 
Japan's Kodai Sakuraba.  

 
INDIA VS BANGLADESH: INDIA T20 SERIES WIN 
OVER BANGLADESH, DEEPAK CHAHAR HAT-TRICK- 
• Pacer Deepak Chahar took a sensational six-wicket haul, 

including a hat-trick after entertaining half-centuries from 

Shreyas Iyer and K L Rahul, as India defeated Bangladesh 
by 30 runs in the third and final T20I to win the series 2-1 in 
Nagpur. 

• Chahar (6/7 in 3.2 overs), who registered the best figures in a 
T20 match besides becoming the first Indian to take a hat-
trick in the shortest format, shared nine wickets with Shivam 
Dube (3/30) to secure India's first T20 series win at home 
this season. 

 
JAVELIN THROWER SUNDAR SINGH WINS GOLD IN 
WORLD PARA ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS- 

 
• Javelin thrower Sundar Singh Gurjar has won India's second 

gold defending his World Para Athletics Championships title 
in the men's F46 javelin throw event in Dubai.  

• With this, India has secured three Tokyo Paralympic Games 
quota, along with the bronze winner Ajeet Singh and Rinku. 

• Gurjar came up with his season's best effort of 61.22m to 
claim the top spot. 

• While, Yogesh Kathuniya added a silver for India in men's 
discus throw F56 event with a best throw of 42.05m.  

 
SRI LANKA BECOMES FIRST SOUTH ASIAN NATION 
TO CRIMINALISE OFFENCES RELATED TO MATCH-
FIXING- 
• The newest legislation covers all sports and it is believed that 

the recent investigation by Anti Corruption Unit. 
• Sri Lanka's Sports Minister Harin Fernando presented the 

bill in the parliament. 
Sri Lanka- 
 Officially the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 

Lanka 
 Island country in South Asia 
 The island is geographically separated from the Indian 

subcontinent by the Gulf of Mannar and the Palk Strait.  
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Capitals- Colombo, Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte 
Currency- Sri Lankan rupee 
Prime minister- Ranil Wickremesinghe 

 
INDIA SET TO HOST 2019 WORLD KABADDI CUP 
FROM DECEMBER 1 TO 9- 

 
• Nine teams - India, USA, Australia, England, Sri Lanka, 

Kenya, New Zealand, Pakistan and Canada - are expected to 
take part in the tournament. 

• The inauguration of the event will be held on December 1 at 
Guru Nanak Stadium, Sultanpur Lodhi. 

• This year’s tournament will be dedicated to the 550th birth 
anniversary of Sikh guru, Guru Nanak Dev ji. 

 
ARADHYA GARG AND SRISHTI PANDEY NATIONAL 
JUNIOR CHAMPIONS 2019- ALL INDIA CHESS 
FEDERATION- 
• Aradhya Garg and Srishti Pandey wins 49th National Junior 

open and 34th National Junior girls respectively. 
• Aradhya beat the overnight sole leader Koustav Chatterjee in 

the final round to win the tournament with a score of 9.0/11.  
• Srishti Pandey drew her last round game to clinch the 

champion by finishing a full point ahead of the competition 
at 9.0/11.  

 
BRAZIL BEATS MEXICO TO WIN U17 WORLD CUP AT 
HOME- 
• Brazil rallied to beat Mexico 2-1 to win its fourth under-17 

World Cup title. 
• Brazil reached the final after overcoming a two-goal deficit 

to beat tournament favorite France 3-2. 
• And had to come back again to capture the under-17 title for 

the first time since 2003. 
• The Brazilians didn’t initially qualify for the tournament 

after a poor performance in the South American qualifiers. 

 
Brazil 
Currency- Brazilian real  
Capital- Brasilia 
President- Jair Bolsonaro 
Official language- Portuguese 
Mexico 
President- Andrés Manuel López Obrador 
Capital- Mexico City 
Recognized regional languages- Spanish and 68 
Amerindian languages 
Currency- Mexican peso 

 
MANU BHAKER BREAKS JUNIOR WORLD RECORD, 
WINS INDIA’S FIRST GOLD AT 2019 ISSF WORLD 
CUP- 

 
• Manu Bhaker has created history by winning India’s first 

gold medal in the women’s 10m Air Pistol event at the 2019 
ISS World Cup at Putian, China. 

• Manu Bhaker also broke the junior world record with her 
total score of 244.7. 

• She became the only second Indian to win gold in the 10m 
Air Pistol at the ISS World Cup, after Heena Sidhu. 
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IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS 

WORLD STROKE DAY IS OBSERVED EACH YEAR ON 
OCTOBER 29TH- 
• Each year, October 29 

is observed as World 
Stroke Day to raise 
awareness and reduce 
the incidence of stroke 
across the world.  

• The focus this year is on prevention - more specifically, 
"Don’t be the one" where "one" refers to the one out of four 
people who will have a stroke at some point in their lives. 

• A stroke is a disease affecting the arteries of the brain. 
Whenever an artery carrying oxygen and nutrients to the 
brain gets obstructed by a clot (ischaemic stroke), or 
ruptures (haemorrhagic stroke). 

• A 2017 survey conducted by the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) found that Indians are at a higher risk of 
developing strokes compared with people living in the US. 

•  Every minute, three Indians suffer a stroke. 
 
INDIA OBSERVED RASHTRIYA EKTA DIWAS ON 31ST 
OCTOBER- 
• Rashtriya Ekta Diwas or National Unity Day commemorates 

the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.  
• In 2019, the 144th birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai 

Patel is celebrated.  
• He played an important role in uniting India. He is also 

famous as an Iron Man of India and one of the founding 
leaders of the Republic of India. 

• In 2014, the Government of India introduced Rashtriya Ekta 
Diwas or National Unity Day with an aim to pay tribute to 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on his birth anniversary. 

• This year, National Unity Day has a special significance, as 
it marks the completion of the task of making Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Ladakh an integral part of India by abrogating 
Article 370.  

 
WORLD VEGAN DAY IS CELEBRATED ON 1 
NOVEMBER- 
• The Day provides an 

opportunity to promote the 
benefits of a vegan diet 
and veganism in general.  

• On the Day, vegan groups 

and practitioners organize workshops to highlight the 
importance of animal rights. 

• The Vegan Society was established in November of 
1944. World Vegan Day was first celebrated in the year 
1994.  

• The day was instituted to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the UK Vegan Society. 

Veganism- Veganism is the practice of abstaining from the use 
of animal products, particularly in diet, and an associated 
philosophy that rejects the commodity status of animals. 
 
NATIONAL CANCER AWARENESS DAY IS 
CELEBRATED EVERY YEAR IN INDIA ON 7 
NOVEMBER TO EDUCATE PEOPLE ABOUT CANCER, 
ITS TREATMENT, AND ITS SYMPTOMS- 
• National Cancer Awareness Day was first announced by the 

Union Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan in September 
2014.  

• When abnormal growth of cells occurred in the body it 
results in cancer and invades other tissues also.  

• It can affect almost any part of the body.  
• More than 100 types of cancer exist including breast cancer, 

lung cancer, skin cancer, prostate cancer, etc. 
• Dr.Vardhan said on this day people were encouraged to 

report to government hospitals, CGHS and municipal clinics 
for the free screening.  

 
UTTARAKHAND CELEBRATED ITS STATE 
FOUNDATION DAY ON 9 NOVEMBER 2019- 

 
• Uttarakhand was formed on 9 November, 2000 by joining 

several districts from the Northwestern part of Uttar Pradesh 
and a portion of the Himalayan Mountain range.  

• This year 19th Uttarakhand Foundation Day was celebrated.  



 

 
<< 30 >> | IBS QUEST | JANUARY, 2020 

 

           Quest IBS 
• In 2007, the name of the state was formally altered from 

Uttaranchal to Uttarakhand. 
• Uttarakhand is rich in natural resources including glaciers, 

rivers, dense forests, and snow-clad mountain peaks.  
• The four most sacred and revered Hindu temples of 

Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri and Yamnotri also known as 
Char-dhams are situated in Uttarakhand and so, is known as 
'Land of the Gods'.  

• The capital of the state is Dehradun and the High Court is 
situated in the Nainital. 

 
WORLD SCIENCE DAY FOR PEACE AND 
DEVELOPMENT IS OBSERVED EVERY YEAR ON 
10TH-NOV- 
• The World Science 

Day for Peace and 
Development 
(WSDPD) is annually 
held on November 10 
to raise awareness of 
the benefits of science worldwide.  

• The WSDPD is also known as World Science Day. 
• World Science Day for Peace and Development aims to 

raise the awareness on the importance of science in 
promoting a sustainable development and paving the way 
for peace. 

• World Science Day for Peace and Development was 
established by the UNESCO in 2001. 
UNESCO-(United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation) 
Headquarters- Paris, France 
Head- Audrey Azoulay 
Founded- 16 November 1945, London, United Kingdom 

 
NATIONAL EDUCATION DAY IS CELEBRATED 
EVERY YEAR ON 11 NOVEMBER IN MEMORY OF 
MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD- 
• Various campaigns and programs are organized on this day 

to spread awareness about education so that people can 
become aware of and attracted to education.  

• Maulana Abul Kalam was born on November 11, 1888. 
• Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) had 

decided on September 11, 2008, to celebrate November 11 
as National Education Day every year. 

• Maulana Abul Kalam Azad became the first Education 
Minister of India and established the University Grants 
Commission (UGC) after India's independence.  

 
ALL IN RADIO CELEBRATED PUBLIC SERVICE 
BROADCASTING DAY ON 12 NOVEMBER- 
• The day aims to commemorate the first and only visit of 

Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, to All India Radio.  
• The occasion was aimed to address the displaced people, 

who had temporarily settled at Kurukshetra in Haryana after 
partition.  

• On this day, a special function was organized on the 
premises of the broadcast house of All India Radio. 

• Amit Khare, Secretary, Information, and Broadcasting, 
appreciated the role of Akashvani as the national public 
service broadcaster.  

• He announced two Akashvani Public Broadcasting Awards 
for radio programmes by AIR Jammu and Shimla. 

 
INDIA CELEBRATES BAL DIWAS (CHILDREN'S DAY) 
ON 14 NOVEMBER IN MEMORY OF PANDIT 
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU- 

 
• Before 1964, India celebrated Children's Day on 20 

November, which is observed as the universal Children's 
Day by the United Nations. 

• But after the demise of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in 1964, it 
was unanimously decided to commemorate him on 'Bal 
Diwas'  

• This was decided due to the leader’s love and affection 
towards children. 

• The United Nations however still celebrates Universal 
Children's Day, on 20 November worldwide each year to 
promote peace, togetherness and awareness among kids. 
Jawaharlal Nehru- 
 First Prime Minister of India. 
 Served India as Prime Minister from its establishment as 

an independent nation in 1947 until his death in 1964. 
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NATIONAL PRESS DAY IS BEING OBSERVED ACROSS 
INDIA ON NOVEMBER 16 EVERY YEAR- 
• This day is observed to commemorate the establishment of 

the Press Council of India which was formed in 1966.  
• National Press Day is the symbol of a free and responsible 

press in India as Press Council of India acts as a moral 
watchdog for media. 

• Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar 
extended his greetings to the media fraternity on the 
occasion of National Press Day. 

• The Press Council of India started functioning on November 
16, 1966.  

 
INTERNATIONAL MEN’S DAY IS CELEBRATED 
ACROSS THE GLOBE ON NOVEMBER 19- 
• It was founded in 1999 by Dr Jerome Teelucksingh, who 

was a history professor at the University of the West Indies 
in Trinidad & Tobago. 

• Indian men's advocate Uma Challa, who is also a single 
mother of two, introduced this concept in India in 2007.  

 
WORLD CHILDREN DAY IS OBSERVED ON 20TH 
NOVEMBER EVERY YEAR- 
• This day is 

celebrated on 20 
November to raise 
awareness about the 
problems that 
children face 
globally. 

• Also to improve children's welfare.  
• This day is promoted and coordinated by UNICEF and the 

United Nations Children's Fund. 
• In 1954, World Children's Day was first established as 

Universal Children's Day and is decided to celebrate it on 20 
November every year. 

  14 November-Children’s Day in India 
 
NCC CELEBRATES ITS 71ST RAISING DAY ON 24TH 
NOVEMBER- 
• The National Cadet Corps (NCC), world’s largest uniformed 

youth organization, celebrated its 71st Raising Day on 24 
November.  

• The celebrations began, with 
Defence Secretary Dr Ajay Kumar 
and DG NCC Lt Gen Rajeev 
Chopra paying homage to the 
martyrs, who made the supreme 
sacrifice in the service of the 
nation. 

• The ceremony was held at the 
National War Memorial in New Delhi. 
National Cadet Corps- 
 It is the youth wing of Armed Forces with its 

Headquarters at New Delhi, Delhi, India.  
 It is open to school and college students on voluntary 

basis. 
Motto- Unity and discipline 
Director General- Lt Gen Rajeev Chopra, AVSM 

 
NATIONAL CONSTITUTION DAY IS CELEBRATED 
EVERY YEAR ON 26TH NOVEMBER- 

 
• On this day, back in 1949, the Constituent Assembly of 

India formally adopted the Constitution of India, which 
came into effect on January 26, 1950. 

• It is also known as National Law Day or Samvidhan Divas. 
Constitution of India- 
 The Republic is governed in terms of the Constitution of 

India which was adopted by the Constituent Assembly 
on 26th November, 1949 and came into force on 26th 
January, 1950. 

Signatories- 284 members of the Constituent Assembly 
Date effective- 26 January 1950; 69 years ago 
System- Constitutional parliamentary socialist secular 
republic 
Last amended- 12 January 2019 (103rd) 
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APPOINTMENT AND RESIGNATION 

 
ANUP KUMAR SINGH APPOINTED AS DIRECTOR-
GENERAL OF NSG- 
• Senior IPS officer of Gujarat 

cadre Anup Kumar Singh 
has been appointed as 
Director-General of the 
National Security Guard 
(NSG).  

• The appointment of Mr 
Singh, who is a 1985-batch IPS officer, was approved by the 
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet.  

• His appointment will be from the date of joining the post and 
up to 30th of September, 2020.  

• The post was lying vacant for over two months after the 
retirement of Sudeep Lakhtakia, a 1984-batch Indian Police 
Service (IPS) officer of Telangana cadre. 
National Security Guard- 
 It is a counter terrorism unit under the Indian Ministry of 

Home Affairs (MHA).  
 It was raised in 15th October1984, following Operation 

Blue Star, Akshardham Temple attack and 
the assassination of Indira Gandhi, "for combating 
terrorist activities with a view to protect states against 
internal disturbances” 

 
PANKAJ KUMAR, ADDITIONAL SECRETARY IN THE 
MINISTRY OF ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY, WILL BE THE CEO OF UIDAI-  
• The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is the 

organisation which issues Aadhaar card in our country. 
Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)- 
 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is 

a statutory authority established under the provisions of 
the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other 
Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016 (“Aadhaar 
Act 2016”) on 12 July 2016 by the Government of India, 
under the Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY). 

 
SOURAV GANGULY TAKES OVER AS BCCI'S 39TH 
PRESIDENT- 
• Former India captain Sourav Ganguly took over as the 

BCCI's 39th president, becoming the biggest name to head 
the world's richest cricket board. 

• The 47-year-old Ganguly was 
officially entrusted with the 
task of heading Indian cricket 
for the next nine months at the 
BCCI's General Body meeting.   

• Ganguly served as the Cricket 
Association of Bengal President 
from 2015, before becoming the first cricketer in 65 years to 
take charge as full-time BCCI President after Maharaja of 
Vizianagaram in 1954.  

• Ganguly, who served as national captain between 2000 and 
2005, is considered one of the most successful skippers in the 
history of Indian cricket.  

• He led to victory in the 2002 Natwest Trophy and to the final 
of the 2003 ICC Men's Cricket World Cup. 
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)- 
It is the national governing body for cricket in India. The 
board was formed in December 1928 as a society, registered 
under the Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act. 
Headquarters- Mumbai 

 
SANJEEV NANDAN SAHAI APPOINTED NEW POWER 
SECRETARY- 
• The Appointments Committee of Cabinet (ACC) has 

approved the appointment of senior IAS officer Sanjeev 
Nandan Sahai as the new power secretary.  

• The order in this regard was issued by Union Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions. 

• He is a 1986-batch IAS officer of union territories (UT) 
cadre. He is at present serving as the special secretary in 
power ministry. 

• He would be replacing Subhash Chander Garg who 
superannuates on 31 October 2019. 
Superannuates-
To retire on a pension because of age or infirmity. 

 
JUSTICE SHARAD ARVIND BOBDE APPOINTED NEXT 
CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA- 
• President Ram Nath Kovind 

signed a warrant to appoint 
Justice Sharad A. Bobde as 
the next Chief Justice of India 
(CJI).   

• He will take the oath as CJI 
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on November 18. His term will extend until April 2021. 

• As per convention, outgoing CJI Ranjan Gogoi 
recommended the name of Justice Bobde, the most senior 
judge of the Supreme Court as his successor.  

• Justice Bobde is part of the five-judge Constitutional Bench 
that is hearing the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid title 
dispute. 
Chief Justice of India- 
 Chief Justice of India is the head of the judiciary of India 

and the Supreme Court of India. The CJI also heads their 
administrative functions. 

Term length- Till the age of 65 yrs 
 
MANOHAR LAL KHATTAR TAKES OATH AS 
HARYANA CM FOR 2ND TERM WITH DUSHYANT 
CHAUTALA AS DEPUTY- 
• Manohar Lal Khattar took oath 

as the Haryana chief minister 
for a second term, will lead the 
BJP-JJP (Jannayak Janata 
Party) coalition government in 
the state.  

• JJP leader Dushyant Chautala 
took oath as his deputy, a day 
after the governor invited him 
to lead the alliance that also 
has the support of seven Independents. 

• Haryana Governor Satyadeo Narain Arya administered the 
oath at a ceremony, lasting less than 10 minutes, held at the 
Raj Bhawan on Diwali. 
Haryana- 
Capital- Chandigarh 
Governor- Satyadev Narayan Arya 
Chief minister- Manohar Lal Khattar 
Districts- 22 
Largest city- Faridabad 

 
GIRISH CHANDRA MURMU APPOINTED AS J&K’S 
FIRST LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, RADHA KRISHNA 
MATHUR TO BE LADAKH’S FIRST LG- 
• The Union Government has 

appointed IAS officers Girish 
Chandra Murmu and Radha 
Krishna Mathur as the new 
lieutenant governors of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh 
Union Territories respectively. 

• The two new Governors would be replacing Satya Pal Malik, 
who served as the 13th and last Governor of the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

• Malik, who oversaw J&K during the transition phase from a 
state to two UTs, was transferred and appointed as the new 
Governor of Goa less than a week before the formal 
bifurcation of the state. 

• The state of Jammu and Kashmir was split into two Union 
Territories on August 5, 2019, after the Parliament approved 
the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Bill 2019. 

 
LEBANON’S PM SAAD HARIRI RESIGNS AMID 
NATIONWIDE ANTI-
GOVERNMENT 
PROTESTS- 
• Lebanon Prime Minister 

Saad Hariri announced 
resignation from the post 
amid a wave of protests 
against his government in nearly two weeks. 
About the recent protests- 
 On October 17, the Lebanese government proposed 

imposing a tax on WhatsApp calls, along with other 
austerity measures, sparking countrywide agitations that 
have brought the country to a standstill. 

 The protestors have been demanding an end to rampant 
corruption and calling for steps to improve the economic 
condition of the country. 

 Banks and educational institutes have been shut for the 
last 12 days as protestors blocked major routes 
throughout Lebanon. 

 
RAFAEL GROSSI ELECTED AS 
THE NEW IAEA HEAD- 
• Rafael Mariano Grossi of 

Argentina has been elected as the 
new Director General of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency.  

• Grossi succeeds Yukiya Amano of Japan, who passed away 
in July. 
International Atomic Energy Agency- 
 This organisation promote the peaceful use of nuclear 

energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, 
including nuclear weapons.  

 The IAEA reports to both the United Nations General 
Assembly and Security Council. 
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Formation-29 July 1957 
Headquarters-Vienna, Austria 
Membership-171 Member States 

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS RESIGNS AS MAHARASHTRA 
CHIEF MINISTER- 
• Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis 

has finally resigned and met 
Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari to 
submit his resignation papers.  

• This comes just hours before the 
deadline for government formation in 
Maharashtra ends with the current assembly session coming 
to an end on November 9. 

• Devendra Fadnavis reached the Raj Bhawan this afternoon 
and met Governor Koshyari to resign as the chief minister of 
Maharashtra to facilitate the formation of the next 
government. 

 
SANJAY GUPTA NAMED COUNTRY MANAGER AT 
GOOGLE INDIA- 
• Google India said it has appointed 

Sanjay Gupta as its new country 
manager and vice-president of sales 
and operations for India. 

• Gupta, the former Star and Disney 
India managing director, will 
contribute to Google’s efforts to expand the internet 
ecosystem in the country.  

• He will take on the role early next year, working closely with 
the teams based in Gurugram, Hyderabad and Bengaluru.  

• He replaces Rajan Anandan, who left Google to join Sequoia 
Capital India. 

 
PRESIDENT RAM NATH KOVIND ACCEPTS SHIV 
SENA MP ARVIND SAWANT'S RESIGNATION- 
• President Ram Nath Kovind accepted the resignation of Shiv 

Sena MP Arvind Sawant from the Union council of ministers 
with immediate effect. 

• Mr Sawant's resignation has been accepted on advice of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, according to the 
spokesperson. 

• As advised by the Prime Minister, the President has directed 
that Union minister Prakash Javadekar be assigned the charge 
of the Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises. 

 

PRAVIND JUGNAUTH SWORN IN AS MAURITIAN PM- 
• Mauritius's incumbent Prime Minister Pravind Jugnauth was 

sworn in for a five-year term. 
• Jugnauth, 57, took over from his father in 2017 without going 

through a vote. 
Mauritius- 
Indian Ocean island nation 
Capital- Port Louis 
Currency- Mauritian rupee 

 
JUSTICE SA BOBDE SWORN IN AS 47TH CHIEF 
JUSTICE OF INDIA, SUCCEEDS RANJAN GOGOI- 
• Justice SA Bobde was a Supreme Court Justice. 
• He will serve as the leader of the judiciary till April 23, 2021. 

Chief Justice Bobde was on the benches that decided  
1. The Ayodhya land dispute case in 2019 
2. Held privacy to be a fundamental right in 2017  
3. Clarified in 2015 that no Indian citizen without an 

Aadhaar card could be denied government services 
Chief Justice of India- 
 The Chief Justice of India/Supreme Court of India is 

appointed by the President of India.  
 He/she can hold the office up to the age of 65 years.  
 Generally, the Senior Most Justice of Supreme Court of 

India is appointed as the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of India/Chief Justice of India.  

 
ANIL AMBANI RESIGNS AS DIRECTOR OF RELIANCE 
COMMUNICATIONS- 
• Along with him, four others senior 

officials of Reliance 
Communications have also stepped 
down from their posts. 

• This happened after details of losses 
incurred by Reliance 
Communications in the second quarter of 2019-2020 were 
made public. 

• In May this year, Reliance Communications was officially 
declared bankrupt. 

• The company's consolidated loss for 2nd quarter is Rs 30,142 
crore. 
Reliance Communications- 
Parent organization- Reliance Group 
CEO- Bill Barney (Mar 2015–) 
Founder- Dhirubhai Ambani 
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AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS 

 
VP NAIDU PRESENTED 'MOST EMINENT SENIOR 
CITIZEN AWARD' TO FORMER ATTORNEY GENERAL 
K PARASARAN- 
• Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu presented the 'Most 

Eminent Senior Citizen Award' to former Attorney General K 
Parasaran in the national capital on October 20.  

• K Parasaran was honored with this award on the occasion of 
39th Elders Annual Day Celebrations. 

• Former governor of Jammu and Kashmir NN Vohra was also 
present on the occasion. 
Vice President of India- 
 The Vice President of India is the second-highest 

constitutional office in India after the President. 
  Article 63 of Indian Constitution states that "There shall 

be a Vice President of India." The Vice President acts as 
President in the absence of the president due to death, 
resignation, impeachment, or other situations. 

 
DEEPIKA PADUKONE, PV SINDHU FLAG-BEARERS OF 
PM MODI'S 'BHARAT KI LAXMI' INITIATIVE- 
• Actor Deepika Padukone and 

shuttler PV Sindhu on 
October 22 were named the 
ambassadors for 'Bharat Ki 
Laxmi', an initiative by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

• The aim of the initiative is bringing commendable work done 
by women across the nation to light ahead of the Diwali 
festival. 

• The prime minister shared a video on the new campaign 
underscoring the cause of women empowerment. 
'Bharat Ki Lakshmi' campaign- 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged the citizens to 

honour daughters’ achievements.  
 The PM, during the 57th episode of 'Mann Ki Baat', 

announced the launch of ‘Bharat Ki Lakshmi’ campaign 
on Diwali to highlight the contributions of the women of 
the country. 

 
NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI GETS GOLDEN DRAGON 
AWARD AT CARDIFF INTERNATIONAL FILM 
FESTIVAL- 
• Actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui has been 

honoured with the prestigious Golden 
Dragon Award at the Cardiff 

International Film Festival for excellence in cinema in the 
global arena. 

• The Gangs of Wasseypur actor was presented the award by 
counsel general of Wales, UK, Mick Antoniw, at an event in 
Cardiff. 

 
RAJASTHAN PATRIKA GROUP CHAIRMAN GULAB 
KOTHARI TO BE AWARDED RAJA RAM MOHAN ROY 
AWARD BY PCI- 
• The award will be presented by the Press Council of India, 

for his outstanding contribution towards journalism. 
• The award will be presented on November 16 on the 

occasion of the National Press Day. 
• The Press Council of India (PCI) also announced other 

winners of the National Awards for Excellence in Journalism 
2019- 
1. Sanjay Saini, Correspondent, Dainik Bhaskar 
2. Mandi, and Raj Chengappa, Group Editorial Director, 

India Today 
have been jointly named as winners of the award in the category 
of ''Rural Journalism’'. 

Press Council of India- 
 It is a statutory, adjudicating organization in India formed 

in 1966 by its parliament.  
 It is the self-regulatory watchdog of the press, for the 

press and by the press, that operates under the Press 
Council Act of 1978 

 
ARUNDHATI, R K NARAYAN, RUSHDIE MAKE IT TO 
BBC’S 100 ‘NOVELS THAT SHAPED OUR WORLD’ 
LIST- 
• The British Broadcasting 

Corporation announced a list 
of ‘100 Novels That Shaped 
Our World’. A panel of 
leading writers, curators and 
critics compiled the list for the network. 

• The panel comprised Stig Abell, editor of the Times Literary 
Supplement, Syima Aslam, director of the Bradford literature 
festival, authors Juno Dawson, Kit de Waal and Alexander 
McCall Smith, and journalist Mariella Frostrup. 

• The books were divided into 10 categories – identity, love, 
sex and romance, adventure, life, death and other worlds, 
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politics, power and protest, class and society, coming of age, 
family and friendship, crime and conflict and rule breakers. 

 
INDIAN SCIENTIST WINS 'BRICS-YOUNG 
INNOVATOR PRIZE' WORTH RS 18 LAKH- 
• India got this award in the fourth BRICS-Young Scientist 

Forum (YSF) - 2019 held from November 6 to 8 in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil.  

• The Prize was awarded to Ravi Prakash, PhD scholar of 
ICAR-National Dairy Research Institute (NDRI), Bangalore. 

• He invented an affordable indigenously designed milk 
chilling unit for small to marginal rural dairy farmers. 
BRICS- 
 Acronym coined for an association of five major 

emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa. 

 About 23.2% of the gross world product, combined GDP 
(PPP) of around US$40.55 trillion (32% of World's GDP 
PPP). 

 
MANOJ BAJPAYEE'S BHONSLE WINS 2 AWARDS AT 
FILM FESTIVAL IN BARCELONA- 
• Manoj Bajpayee starrer 'Bhonsle' has 

won Best Screenplay and Best 
Director award at the Asian Film 
Festival Barcelona. 

• The film was also premiered at the 
Busan International Film Festival and 
the MAMI Mumbai Film Festival. 

• The film was directed by Devashish Makhija. 
Most awarded Indian actor- 
Shah Rukh Khan and Dilip Kumar ji jointly hold the record 
for most wins (8), Amitabh Bachchan holds the 
record (32) of maximum nominations. 

 
SENIOR JOURNALIST RAJAT SHARMA RESIGNED 
AS DELHI & DISTRICTS CRICKET ASSOCIATION 
(DDCA) PRESIDENT- 
• Sharma said he was not willing to compromise with his 

principles of integrity and honesty. 
• Sharma had a 20-month long tenure as DDCA president. 

Delhi & District Cricket Association- 
 It is the governing body of Cricket activities in the Delhi 

state of India and the Delhi cricket team.  
 It is affiliated to the Board of Control for Cricket in India.  

 The Delhi cricket team is the team for Delhi & District 
Cricket Association in the Ranji Trophy 

 
LT COL JYOTI SHARMA APPOINTED AS ARMY'S 
FIRST FEMALE JAG OFFICER TO BE DEPLOYED ON 
FOREIGN MISSION- 
• She has been appointed as Indian Army's first female Judge 

Advocate General officer with the government of Seychelles. 
• The main role of Jyoti would be to update the government of 

Seychelles officials on the defence and military act.  
• In April 2019, the Indian Army started the process of 

inducting women as jawans by starting their online 
registration for recruitment in the Corps of Military Police. 

 
NATURALIST AND BROADCASTER SIR DAVID 
ATTENBOROUGH TO GET INDIRA GANDHI PEACE 
PRIZE FOR 2019- 
• The Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and 

Development for 2019. 
• His name was selected by an international jury chaired by 

former president Pranab Mukherjee. 
• Suman Dubey, secretary of the Indira Gandhi Memorial 

Trust, said Attenborough had tirelessly worked to "awaken 
humankind to the need, to preserve and protect the 
biodiversity on our planet. 
Indira Gandhi Peace Prize- 
 Prestigious award accorded annually by Indira Gandhi 

Memorial Trust. 
 This award is given in recognition of creative efforts 

toward promoting international peace, development. 
 The prize carries a cash award of 2.5 million Indian 

rupees and a citation. 
 
VIRAT KOHLI BAGS PETA INDIA'S PERSON OF THE 
YEAR FOR 2019 AWARD- 
• India cricket captain Virat Kohli named People for the 

Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) India's 'Person of the 
Year for 2019. 

• "Virat Kohli is a fierce animal rights proponent who never 
hesitates to run out cruelty to animals any way he can,PETA 
India Director of Celebrity and Public Relations, Sachin 
Bangera said. 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)- 
 American animal rights organization based in Norfolk, 

Virginia, and led by Ingrid Newkirk, its international 
president. 
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GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES 
 
NO GOVT JOBS FROM 2021 FOR THOSE WITH MORE 
THAN TWO CHILDREN, DECIDED ASSAM CABINET- 
• The Assam Cabinet 

decided that no 
government jobs will 
be given to persons 
having more than two 
children after January 
1, 2021. 

• The important decision was taken at a Cabinet meeting 
which also adopted a New Land Policy. 

• A communique from the Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal’s public relations cell stated that those having more 
than two children will not be considered for government 
jobs with effect from January 1, 2021 as per the small family 
norm. 
Assam- 
 Assam is a state in northeastern India known for its 

wildlife, archeological sites and tea plantations.  
Chief minister- Sarbananda Sonowal 
Capital- Dispur 

 
SIACHEN BASE CAMP TO KUMAR POST OPENED 
FOR TOURISM PURPOSES- 
• Government of India has 

decided to open the entire 
area from Siachen 
base camp to Kumar 
Post for tourism purposes.  

• The step has been taken 
to boost 
tourism in Ladakh.  

• It will also give people a window to appreciate the tough 
work done by Army jawans and engineers in extreme 
weather and inhospitable terrains. 

• The Siachen Glacier at the height of around 20,000 ft in the 
Karakoram range is known as the highest militarised zone in 
the world where the soldiers have to battle frostbite and high 
winds.  

• The Glacier came under the strategic control of India in 
1984 following ‘Operation Meghdoot’. 

 
BSNL, MTNL TO BE MERGED; CABINET APPROVES 
FOUR-WAY REVIVAL PLAN- 

• In order to revive loss-making telecom PSUs BSNL and 
MTNL the government today decided to merge the two 
ailing firms as part of a revival package that includes- 
1. raising sovereign bonds  
2. monetising assets  
3. voluntary retirement scheme (VRS) for employees. 

• As part of the revival package, MTNL will be merged with 
BSNL. Pending this, MTNL will act as a subsidiary of 
BSNL.  

• MTNL is listed but has its net worth already 
eroded. BSNL is unlisted. 

• Announcing a four step revival plan for the two companies, 
telecom minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said government 
wants to make the two state-owned telecom companies more 
competitive by putting in Rs 29,937 crore. 
PSU-Public Sector Undertaking 
A state-owned enterprise in India is called a public sector 
undertaking (PSU) or a public sector enterprise. 

 
DISABLED PEOPLE OVER 80 CAN VOTE THROUGH 
POSTAL BALLOT- 
• The people over 80 years 

of age and Persons with 
Disability can now cast 
their votes through postal 
ballot.  

• Such voters will have both 
the choices available either voting through postal ballot by 
following due procedure or going to the polling station on 
polling day for voting. 

• On the recommendations of the Election Commission, the 
Ministry of Law and Justice has amended the Conduct of 
Election Rules, 1961, allowing senior citizens and person 
with disabilities in the absentee voter list.  

• The person will make an application in a new Form 12 D, 
which will reach the Returning Officer within 5 days 
following the date of notification of election. 

 
GOVERNMENT ACCORDS 'MAHARATNA' STATUS 
TO HINDUSTAN PETROLEUM, POWER GRID CORP- 
• The government accorded 'Maharatna' status to state-owned 

Hindustan Petroleum and Power Grid Corporation, thus 
giving them greater operational and financial autonomy. 
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• Two separate orders to this effect were issued by the 

Department of Public Enterprises, under the Ministry of 
Heavy Industry and Public Enterprises.  

• The grant of Maharatna status to the PSUs will impart 
enhanced powers to their Boards to take financial decisions. 
All the PSU companies in India are divided into three 
categories: 
1. Maharatna 
2. Navratna 
3. Miniratna ( Category 1 and Category 2) 
Maharatna - 
 Three years with an annual net profit of over Rs. 2,500 

crore 
 Net worth of Rs. 10,000 crore 
 Turnover of Rs. 25,000 crore 
Navratna - 
 A score of 60 (out of 100), based on six parameters 

which include net profit, net worth, total manpower cost, 
total cost of production, cost of services, PBDIT (Profit 
Before Depreciation, Interest and Taxes), capital 
employed, etc. 

Miniratna Category-I - 
 Have made profits continuously for the last three years 

or earned a net profit of Rs. 30 crore or more in one of 
the three years. 

Miniratna Category-II - 
 Have made profits for the last three years continuously 

and should have a positive net worth. 
 
FIVE LAKH GOVT VEHICLES TO BE CONVERTED 
INTO E-VEHICLES TO MAKE THEM ECO-FRIENDLY: 
PRAKASH JAVADEKAR- 
• Minister for Environment and Climate Change Prakash 

Javadekar told that all the 5 lakh government vehicles on 
conventional fuel will be converted into e-vehicle in a 
phased manner. 

• He said, besides their cost-effectiveness, these e-vehicle are 
eco-friendly and save consumption of petrol and diesel. 

 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change- 
 The ministry is responsible for planning, promoting, 

coordinating, and overseeing the implementation 
of environmental and forestry programmes in the 
country. 

 
GOVT ANNOUNCES SETTING UP ANTI-HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING UNITS IN ALL DISTRICTS WITH HELP 
OF NIRBHAYA FUND- 
• The Government has announced setting up anti-human 

trafficking units in all districts with the help of Nirbhaya 
Fund.  

• In a tweet, Women and Child Development Minister, Smriti 
Irani said that women help desks will also be set up in all 
police stations across the country using this fund.  

• This initiative will strengthen women safety and instil a 
greater sense of security among them. Mrs. Irani expressed 
her gratitude to Home Minister Amit Shah for speedy 
intervention and ensuring efficacy in fructifying these 
initiatives.  
Nirbhaya Fund- 
 It is an Indian rupee 10 billion corpus announced 

by Government of India in its 2013 Union Budget.  
 According to the then Finance Minister P. 

Chidambaram, this fund is expected to support 
initiatives by the government and NGOs working 
towards protecting the dignity and ensuring safety of 
women in India.  

 Nirbhaya (fearless) was the pseudonym given to 
the 2012 Delhi gang rape victim to hide her actual 
identity. 

 
AYUSH MINISTER INAUGURATES NATIONAL 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF UNANI MEDICINE FOR 
SKIN DISORDERS- 
• Union Minister of State 

(Independent Charge) for 
AYUSH Shri Shripad 
Yesso Naik inaugurated 
National Research Institute 
of Unani Medicine for Skin 
Disorders (NRIUMSD) 

• It was upgraded from Central Research Institute of Unani 
Medicine (CRIUM) Erragadda, Hyderabad.  

• The concept of AYUSH was brought by the National Rural 
Health Mission, 2005 to revitalize local health traditions.  
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• AYUSH includes 6 Indian systems of medicine that includes 

Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and 
Homeopathy. 

 
GOVT APPROVES RS 25,000 CR FUND TO REVIVE 
STALLED HOUSING PROJECTS- 
• The government has approved a fund of Rs 25,000 crore for 

the reviving of stalled housing projects across the country.  
• Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman informed in a press 

conference on November 6, 2019.  
• The cabinet has also approved making special provisions to 

provide priority loans to projects of affordable houses. 
• Nirmala Sitharaman informed in a press conference that the 

government will provide 10,000 crore rupees in this 
Alternative Investment Fund (AIF).  

• SBI and LIC will provide the remaining Rs 15,000 crore. 
 
GOVT ANNOUNCES STEEL SCRAP RECYCLING 
POLICY, AIMS TO REDUCE IMPORTS-  
• Vehicle manufacturers will soon have to take the onus of 

ensuring scrapping old vehicles under the Steel Scrap Policy 
issued by the Ministry of Steel. 

• The MoRTH will identify unfit vehicles, through an 
appropriate testing system, which do not meet the road 
worthiness standards, for scrapping.  

• MoRTH will take necessary steps to ensure effective 
enforcement of Pollution and Fitness Regulations by State 
and Central Agencies.  

• According to the policy, the availability of scrap is a major 
issue in India and in 2017 the deficit was to the tune of 7 
million tonnes.  

• This was imported at the cost of more than ₹ 24,500 crores 
in 2017-2018. 

• The gap between demand and supply is can be reduced in 
the future and the country may be self-sufficient by 2030, 
the policy envisaged. 
MoRTH- Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 

 
OFFICE OF CHIEF JUSTICE COMES UNDER RTI ACT, 
ACCORDING TO SUPREME COURT RULING- 
• The Chief Justice of India is 

a public authority and his 
office comes under the Right 
to Information (RTI) Act 
according to report.  

• SC said "in a constitutional 
democracy, judges can't be 

above the law".  
• Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi and three future Justices 

were part of the constitution bench that agreed that 
transparency and accountability. 
Chief Justice of India- 
This post is the head of the judiciary of India and the 
Supreme Court of India.  
Term length- Till the age of 65 yrs 
First holder- H. J. Kania (1950–1951) 
Right to Information Act, 2005- 
It is act of the Parliament of India to provide for setting out 
the practical regime of the right to information for citizens 
and replaces the erstwhile Freedom of information Act, 
2002. 

 
HEALTH MINISTRY LAUNCHES ‘SAANS’ CAMPAIGN 
IN GUJARAT- 
• Union Ministry for Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) 

launched the campaign. 
• The motive of the campaign will be to reduce child mortality 

due to pneumonia. 
• Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan launched the 

campaign. 
SAANS- ‘Social Awareness and Action to Neutralise 
Pneumonia Successfully’ 

 
INDIA EXTENDS VISA ON ARRIVAL FOR CITIZENS 
OF UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE)- 
• The extension of the visa on arrival facility has been in 

effect from 
November 16, 
2019.  

• The move has been 
made by the Indian 
government to 
encourage people-
to-people contact.  

• Visa on arrival for 
the UAE citizens would be available in select airports only 
which are Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru, and 
Hyderabad. 
United Arab Emirates- 
President- Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
Capital- Abu Dhabi 
Currency- United Arab Emirates dirham 
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RANKING 

 
IIT-BOMBAY AGAIN TOPS THIS YEAR’S QS INDIA 
UNIVERSITY RANKINGS, IISC-BENGALURU 
SECOND- 
• The Indian Institute of 

Technology (IIT), Bombay, 
has emerged as the best 
higher education institute in 
India for the second 
consecutive year.  

• The Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, is at 
number two and IIT-Delhi at number three. 

• IIT-Bombay also emerged as the topmost institute in another 
QS ranking, released last month, in terms of employability 
of its students. 

• Among the non-IITs, Delhi University occupies the first 
spot — at number seven followed by Hyderabad University. 

 
IIM CALCUTTA BEST B-SCHOOL IN INDIA, BAGS 
17TH SPOT GLOBALLY IN FT RANKING- 
• IIM Calcutta has bagged the 17th rank globally, jumping six 

places, for its 2-year Masters in Business Administration 
programme (earlier Post Graduate Programme in 
Management). 

• IIM Calcutta has improved its ranking from last year when it 
had secured the 23rd spot.  

• It is ahead of the other four Indian institutes listed in FT 
Ranking. The institute has also taken over IIM 
Ahmedabad for the top spot in the country. 

• The institutes have been ranked in the list based on their 
performance on multiple parameters addressing areas such 
as employment, salary, faculty, weighted salary, career 
progress ranking etc. 

 
INDIA RANKS 57 IN GLOBAL HEALTH SECURITY 
INDEX- 
• India has been placed at 57 

position among 195 countries 
in the Global Health Security 
Index 2019 with a score of 
46.5 out of 100. 

• The Global Health Security Index is the first comprehensive 
assessment of epidemic and pandemic threats globally.  

• It has been prepared by the Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) 
and the Johns Hopkins University Center for Health 

Security, with research by The Economist Intelligence Unit 
(EIU). 

• The index has been topped by the United States with a score 
of 83.5, followed by the UK (77.9) and the Netherlands 
(75.6) in the second and third positions. 

 
INDIA RANKS 133 OUT OF 167 COUNTRIES IN 
WOMEN, PEACE AND SECURITY INDEX- 
• The Georgetown University’s Institute for Women, Peace 

and Security (GIWPS) has released its second report on 
Women, Peace, and Security Index.  

• The new 2019 report ranks 167 countries for women based 
on three indicators - inclusion, justice and security.  

• In total the report uses 11 sub indicators combined in these 
three categories to see which countries are better for women.  

• Similar to results from well-being reports from across the 
world, the Scandinavian countries top this index too.  

• Norway claims the number one spot, followed by 
Switzerland, Denmark, Finland and Iceland.   

• Countries that are least likely to be safe for women include 
Yemen, Afghanistan, Syria, Pakistan, South Sudan, and Iraq 
(ranked form 167 to 162). 

 
TRACE BRIBERY RISK MATRIX 2019: BANGLADESH 
TOPS THE LIST IN SOUTH ASIA- 
• Bangladesh’s total risk score was 72 in this index which is 

two points higher than the previous year. 
• Bangladesh ranked 178 that means a stronger risk of bribery 

in the country. 
• India stands on 78th rank. 
• The Trace Matrix evaluates all countries under four different 

parameters that include –  
1. Transparency,  
2. Business interaction,  
3. Civic society oversight 
4. Anti-bribery deterrence. 

• Afghanistan (168) and Pakistan (153) are other countries 
where bribery risk is high in South Asia. 

 
INDIA RANKS 59 ON IMD WORLD TALENT RANKING 
REPORT; SWITZERLAND FIRST- 
• India has slipped 6 places to 59 rank on a global annual list 

of 63 countries. 
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• The reason behind the drop 

were low quality of life and 
expenditure on education. 
The ranking were based on 
the performance in three 
main categories - 
 Investment  
 Development  
 Appeal and readiness 
BRICS countries rankings in the report- 
China (42nd), Russia (47th) and South Africa (50th) 

 
INDIA JUMPS 14 SPOTS TO 63RD IN WORLD BANK'S 
EASE OF DOING BUSINESS RANKING- 
• India jumped 14 places to the 63rd position on the World 

Bank's ease of doing business ranking, riding high on the 
government's flagship 'Make in India' scheme and other 
reforms attracting foreign investment. 

• The country also figured among the top 10 performers on 
the list for the third time in a row. 

• The rankings come at a time when the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), World Bank, International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and various rating agencies have slashed the country's 
growth forecasts amid a slowdown in the global economy. 

 
MUKESH AMBANI'S RELIANCE INDUSTRIES 
BECOMES WORLD'S 6TH LARGEST OIL COMPANY- 
• Reliance Industries Limited 

(RIL) market capitalisation 
stood at approximately 
$133 billion and further 
increased to $138 billion.   

• RIL shares started climbing 
after Mukesh Ambani 
announced plans about cutting the company's net debt to 
zero in the next 18 months. 

• Also Ambani's net worth has now touched $56 billion, 
which makes him Asia's richest person above Alibaba 
Group's Jack Ma. 
Top 05 Oil & Gas Companies in the World- 
1. Sinopec (China) 
2. Saudi Aramco (Saudi-Aramco) 
3. China National Petroleum (China) 
4. Royal Dutch Shell (UK-Netherland) 
5. BP (UK) 

GUJARAT, TAMIL NADU TOP PERFORMERS UNDER 
PM-JAY HEALTH SCHEME- 

• Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh, Kerala and Andhra 
Pradesh have emerged as the top performing States under 
the (PM-JAY).   

• (PM-JAY) is the flagship 
health assurance scheme of 
the Government in just over a 
year. 

• Launched last year, the 
scheme crossed the 50-lakh treatment mark this week with 
secondary and tertiary level treatments worth ₹7,901 crore. 
 (PM-JAY)- Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan 

Arogya Yojana.  
 
INDIA RANKS 44 IN NOMURA’S FOOD 
VULNERABILITY INDEX (NFVI) 2019- 
• India has been ranked 44 

among 110 countries in 
Food Vulnerability Index 
(NFVI) 2019, complied by 
Nomura Global Market 
Research. 

• The NFVI ranks countries 
on the basis of their exposure to large swings in food prices. 

• The higher the rank, the worse is the case. 
 
BANGLADESH BEATS THE US, UK IN SENDING MOST 
TOURISTS TO INDIA! TAMIL NADU TOP 
DESTINATION IN INDIA- 

 
• Statistics given by the Ministry of Tourism to parliament 

show that the top three countries whose tourists arrived in 
India in 2018, are Bangladesh, the United States and the 
United Kingdom. 

• From Bangladesh, 13,80,409 tourists arrived in 2016. 
• In 2018, Tamil Nadu saw the most visits by foreign tourists 

among individual states, these were over 60 lakh. 
• Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh lagged behind with over 50 

lakhs and 37 lakh visits 
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DEFENCE NEWS 

 
IAF AND ROYAL AIR FORCE OF OMAN BEGINS 
JOINT EXERCISE 'EX-EASTERN BRIDGE-V’- 
• Indian Air Force (IAF) 

and Royal Air Force of 
Oman (RAFO) started 
participating in a bilateral 
joint exercise named Ex-
Eastern Bridge-V.  

• The joint exercise will be 
held at Air Force Base Masirah in Oman.  

• Earlier in 2017, the exercise Ex-Eastern Bridge-IV was held 
at Jamnagar, India. 

• Indian Air Force and Royal Air Force of Oman will also 
promote the exchange of experience, operational knowledge 
and professional interaction during the participation in a 
joint exercise.  

• The Ex-Eastern Bridge-V joint exercise will conclude on 
October 26, 2019. 

• The Indian Air Force’s contingent comprises of C-17 
aircraft, MiG-29 fighter jets, and other fighting art latest 
equipment. 

 
DAC APPROVES PROCUREMENT OF INDIGENOUS 
EQUIPMENT WORTH RS 3300 CRORE- 
• The Defence 

Acquisition Council 
(DAC) has approved 
capital procurement 
worth over Rs 3,300 
crore of indigenously 
designed and developed equipment for the defence forces. 

• The DAC gave its approval for three projects that will be 
indigenously designed, developed and manufactured by the 
Indian private sector, in line with its attempt to boost Make 
in India initiatives. 

• This was decided during a meeting of the Defence 
Acquisition Council on October 21, 2019, which was 
chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. 
The three projects will be- 
1. Third-generation Anti-Tank Guided Missiles 
2. Auxiliary Power Units for the T-72 and T-90 Tanks 
3. Electronic Warfare systems 

 

INDIAN ARMY TO CONDUCT MEGA EXERCISE 
SINDHU SUDARSHAN IN RAJASTHAN- 
• Indian Army to conduct exercise codenamed as ‘Sindhu 

Sudarshan’ in the deserts of Rajasthan from 29 November to 
4 December 2019.  

• More than 40,000 troops will be participating in an all-arms 
battle array of Divisions and Brigades carrying out offensive 
operations in deserts.  

• The exercise will showcase a high degree of synergy 
between the Indian Army and Indian Air Force. 

• From choppers to tanks to heavy artillery will be used 
during the exercise. 

 
INDIA AND UZBEKISTAN WILL CARRY OUT A JOINT 
MILITARY EXERCISE ‘DUSTLIK-2019’ BETWEEN 
NOVEMBER 4 TO 13- 

 
• This is the first-ever exercise between the armies of the two 

nations (India and Uzbekistan). 
• Focus of the exercise will be Counter-Insurgency and 

Counter-Terrorist Operations in mountainous, rural and 
urban areas. 

• Location chosen was Chirchiq training area, Uzbekistan. 
• A 45-member from Indian Army contingent will participate 

during the historic exercise. 
Uzbekistan- 
Capital- Tashkent 
Currency- Uzbekistani soʻm 

 
INDIAN ARMY TO HAVE FIRST DHANUSH 
REGIMENT BY MARCH 2020- 
• The Indian Army, which began inducting the indigenously 

upgraded Dhanush artillery guns, will have the first 
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regiment in place by March 2020 and will get all 114 guns 
by 2022.  

• Dhanush is the indigenously upgraded variant of the 
Swedish Bofors gun imported in the 1980s. 

 
• “The first regiment of 18 guns will be in place by March 

2020.  
• We will get another 36 guns by March 2021 and another 40 

by March 2022 Army sources said.  
• The entire order for 114 guns will be completed by 2022. 
 
RAJNATH SINGH TO CO-CHAIR INDIA-RUSSIA 
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL COMMISSION ON 
MILITARY AND MILITARY TECHNICAL 
COOPERATION- 
• Defence minister Rajnath Singh will co-chair the 19th India-

Russia Inter-Governmental Commission on Military and 
Military Technical Cooperation starting today in Moscow.  

• During his visit, Mr Singh is expected to hold discussions 
with Defence Minister of Russian Federation General Sergei 
Shoigu.  

• He is also scheduled to inaugurate, along with Russian 
Minister of Industry and Trade Denis Manturov, India-
Russia Defence Industry Cooperation Conference. 

 
INDIAN COAST GUARD TESTS ITS EFFICIENCY AND 
PREPAREDNESS DURING RESAREX- 19 
• The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) tested its efficiency and 

preparedness during the Regional Level Search and Rescue 
Workshop and Exercise 2019 (ReSAREX- 19) conducted 
off Goa coast. 

• According to an ICG spokesperson, The two-day event, 
organised by the Coast Guard District Headquarters-11 
(Goa), comprised a search and rescue workshop and tabletop 
exercise. 

• It was followed by a search and rescue exercise at sea.  
Indian Coast Guard- 
It is an armed force that protects India's maritime interests 
and enforces maritime law, with jurisdiction over the 

territorial waters of India, including its contiguous zone and 
exclusive economic zone. 
 

INDIA, INDONESIA HOLD JOINT NAVAL EXERCISE 
"SAMUDRA SHAKTI" IN BAY OF BENGAL- 

 
• India is jointly exercising its anti-submarine warfare 

corvette INS Kamorta along with Indonesian warship  KRI 
Usman Harun,  a multi-role corvette, in the Bay of Bengal. 

• This is being done as part of an ongoing bilateral exercise 
''Samudra Shakti’. 

• The joint exercises include, manoeuvres, surface warfare 
exercises, air defense exercises, weapon firing drills, 
helicopter operations and boarding operations. 

• This is done as part of the ongoing Indian Navy-Indonesian 
Navy bilateral exercise ''Samudra Shakti'' from November 6-
7. 

 
INDO-RUSSIAN JOINT TRI-SERVICE EXERCISE TO 
BE HELD IN INDIA FROM DECEMBER 10-19- 
• The first-ever joint tri-service exercise between India and 

Russia codenamed INDRA 2019 will be conducted from 
December 10-19. 

• Company-sized mechanised contingents, fighter and 
transport aircraft as well as ships of respective Armies, Air 
Forces and Navies will participate in this 10-days exercise. 

• In preparation of this exercise, a joint planning conference 
was held from November 7 to 10, in two phases.  
1. Phase I of the conference was conducted at respective 

service locations of Babina, Pune and Goa to discuss 
service-specific modalities.  

2. The second phase was held at New Delhi on November 
9 and 10 to fine-tune joint service for smooth execution 
of the exercise. 

Tri-service exercise-In this type of exercise all three type of 
forces (Army, Air-Force and Navy) takes part from both 
member sides. 
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MORE THAN 350 CEASEFIRE VIOLATIONS BY 
PAKISTAN IN OCTOBER, HIGHEST IN 2019: 
ACCORDING TO INDIAN ARMY REPORT- 

 
• Ceasefire violations by Pakistan along the Line of Control 

(LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir were the highest in October 
among the first ten months of the calendar year 2019. 

• Officials also added that in the first 11 days of November, as 
many as 97 Pakistan-initiated ceasefire violations have 
already been reported. 

• As per data compiled by the Army, there were 351 Pakistan-
initiated ceasefire violations along the LoC in various 
sectors of Jammu and Kashmir in October.  

• The only other month in which ceasefire violations had 
crossed the 300-figure mark was August, the month in 
which Parliament withdrew special status to Jammu and 
Kashmir by reading down Article 370 of the Constitution.  

 
INDIA-US TRI-SERVICES EXERCISE 'TIGER 
TRIUMPH' TO BEGIN IN VIZAG ON NOV 13- 
• Tiger Triumph is scheduled on the Eastern seaboard from 

November 13 to 21, 2019. 
1. Indian Naval ships Jalashwa, Airavat and Sandhayak  
2. Indian Army troops from 19 Madras and 7 Guards  
3. Indian Air Force MI-17 helicopters and Rapid Action 

Medical Team (RAMT) would be participating in the 
exercise. 

United States of America- 
President- Donald Trump 
Capital- Washington, D.C. 

 
NAVAL VARIANT OF LCA TEJAS SUCCESSFULLY 
CONDUCTS NIGHT TIME ARRESTED LANDING, 
NEXT LANDING ON AIRCRAFT CARRIER- 
• Defence Research Development Organisation (DRDO) 

successfully carried out a night-time 'arrested landing’. 

• In September DRDO had carried out the first "arrested 
landing" of the two-seater LCA (Navy) Tejas at a shore-
based facility in Goa. 

 
 Arrested Landing- Through this an Aircraft is capable 

to land on a very short runway available on an Aircraft 
Carrier. 

HAL Tejas- 
1. HAL Tejas is an Indian single-engine, delta wing, 

multirole light fighter designed by the Aeronautical 
Development Agency and Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited for the Indian Air Force and Indian Navy. 

2. It came from the Light Combat Aircraft programme, 
which began in the 1980s to replace India's ageing MiG-
21 fighters. 

 
INDIAN ARMY CONDUCTS 'SINDHU SUDARSHAN' 
EXERCISE IN RAJASTHAN'S BARMER- 
• The Sudarshan Chakra Corps of the Indian Army conducted 

'Sindhu Sudarshan' exercise in Rajasthan's Barmer. 
• The exercise started on 16th November. 
• Around 40,000 jawans of the Indian Army are participating 

in the exercise. 
• 'Sindhu Sudarshan' exercise will continue till December 05. 

Indian Army- 
Motto- “Service Before Self" 
Founded- 1 April 1895, India 
Headquarters- New Delhi 
Commander-in-Chief- President Ram Nath Kovind 

 
DRDO SUCCESSFULLY CONDUCTS AGNI II 
MISSILE’S NIGHT TRIAL FOR FIRST TIME- 
• First night trial of nuclear-capable intermediate range 

ballistic missile Agni-II from the Abdul Kalam Island off 
the Odisha coast. 

• Strategic Forces Command of the Indian Army test-fired the 
versatile surface-to-surface medium-range nuclear-capable 
missile. 
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• The missile is Developed by the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO). 
• The 20-metre-long, two-stage ballistic missile has a strike 

range of 2,000 km. 

 
Defence Research and Development Organisation- 
Agency of the Government of India, charged with the 
military's research and development. 
Headquarters location- New Delhi 
Founded- 1958 
Minister responsible- Rajnath Singh, Minister of Defence 

 
1ST INDO-QATARI JOINT NAVAL EXERCISE ZA’IR-
AL-BAHR (ROAR OF THE SEA) BEGINS IN DOHA- 

 
• Indian Navy Guided Missile Stealth Frigate INS Trikand 

and Patrol Aircraft P8-I arrived at Doha for the inaugural 
edition. 

• Maritime exercise to be conducted from 17 to 21 November 
between the Indian Navy and Qatari Emiri Naval Forces. 

• Named Za’ir-Al-Bahr (Roar of the sea), the five-day 
exercise is being carried out to strengthen co-operation and 
enhance interoperability between the two navies. 

 
NIA TO HOST FIRST COUNTER-TERRORISM 
COOPERATION EXERCISE FOR 'QUAD' COUNTRIES- 
• The National Investigation Agency is hosting the first 

counter-terrorism exercise for the "Quad" countries -- India, 
the US, Japan and Australia. 

• The event will be organised at the NIA headquarters in 
Delhi on November 21 and 22. 

• The 'CT-TTX' (counter-terrorism table-top exercise) is first 
such engagement among the Quad countries. 

The Quad- 
 Regional coalition known 

as the ‘Quad’, the 
quadrilateral formation 
includes Japan, India, 
United States and 
Australia. 

 All four nations find a common ground of being the 
democratic nations and common interests of unhindered 
maritime trade and security. 

 The idea was first mooted by Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe in 2007. 

 
DRDO OFFERS 450 PATENTS FOR FREE ACCESS TO 
INDUSTRIES- 
• The DRDO, under the 

Ministry of Defence will offer 
complete access to its patents 
filed in India without any 
licensing or royalty fees. 
The technologies will be relating to  
 Missiles, life sciences  
 Electronics and communications 
 Naval and aeronautics systems 
 Combat engineering, electronics, armaments. 

 
US OKAYS SALE OF NAVAL GUNS WORTH $1 BN TO 
INDIA, FOCUS ON SUPREMACY IN ARABIAN SEA- 
• The approval will include 

sale of 13 naval guns and 
related equipment worth 
$1 billion. 

• The Defence Security 
Cooperation Agency 
(DSCA) said that the State Department approved the sale of 
the anti-surface warfare and anti-air defence MK 45 5 
inch/62 calibre naval guns. 

• Approval came just days after Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's recent US tour. 

• The MK 45 is manufactured by BAE Systems Land and 
Armaments at its facilities in Louisville, Kentucky. 
Top defence partner of India- 
1. USA 
2. Russia 
3. Israel 
4. France 
5. Sweden  
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LATEST CURRENT AFFIARS (MCQ’s) 

 
1. Who has been sworn in as the new Prime Minister of Sri 

Lanka? 
 (a) Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, 
 (b) Sajith Premadasa 
 (c) Maithripala Sirisena 
 (d) Mahinda Rajapaksa  
 
2. Which defence institution has been recently honoured 

with the President’s Colour? 
 (a) National Defence College 
 (b) Indian Naval Academy 
 (c) Counter Insurgency and Jungle Warfare School 
 (d) Officers Training Academy 
 
3. When is the World Fisheries Day celebrated every year? 
 (a) 19th November 
 (b) 20th November 
 (c) 21st November 
 (d) 22nd November 
 
4. The Union government has recently banned insurgent 

group Hynniewtrep National Liberation Council 
(HNLC). This group was based in which state of India? 

 (a) Tripura 
 (b) Assam 
 (c) Meghalaya 
 (d) Nagaland 
 
5. _________ has been named PETA India’s Person of the 

Year for 2019? 
 (a) Menka Gandhi 
 (b) Virat Kolhi 
 (c) Amitabh Bachhan 
 (d) Sachin Tendulkar 
 
6. Which space agency recently completed the first global 

geologic mapping of Saturn's moon? 
 (a) ISRO 
 (b) NASA 
 (c) JAXA 
 (d) Roscosmos 
 
7. Which state is planning to develop 34 of its cities on 

global standards? 
 (a) Uttar Pradesh  
 (b) Madhya Pradesh  
 (c) Gujarat 
 (d) Telangana 
 

8. Bamako is the capital of which country? 
 (a) Mali 
 (b) Lithuania 
 (c) Madagascar 
 (d) Kiribati 
 
9. Bharuch city in Gujarat is situated along the banks of 

which river? 
 (a) Mahanadi 
 (b) Narmada 
 (c) Krishna 
 (d) Sabarmati 
 
10. Khangchendzonga National Park is located in _____ 
 (a) Odisha 
 (b) Telangana 
 (c) Uttarakhand 
 (d) Sikkim 
 
11. Who has been sworn in as the new Prime Minister of Sri 

Lanka? 
 (a) Gotabhaya Rajapaksa 
 (b) Sajith Premadasa 
 (c) Maithripala Sirisena 
 (d) Mahinda Rajapaksa  
 
12. Which defence institution has been recently honoured 

with the President’s Colour? 
 (a) National Defence College 
 (b) Indian Naval Academy 
 (c) Counter Insurgency and Jungle Warfare School 
 (d) Officers Training Academy 
 
13. When is the World Fisheries Day celebrated every year? 
 (a) 19th November 
 (b) 20th November 
 (c) 21st November 
 (d) 22nd November 
 
14. The Union government has recently banned insurgent 

group Hynniewtrep National Liberation Council 
(HNLC). This group was based in which state of India? 

 (a) Tripura 
 (b) Assam 
 (c) Meghalaya 
 (d) Nagaland 
 
15. _________ has been named PETA India’s Person of the 

Year for 2019? 



 

 
<< 47 >> | IBS QUEST | JANUARY, 2020 

 

           Quest IBS 
 (a) Menka Gandhi 
 (b) Virat Kolhi 
 (c) Amitabh Bachhan 
 (d) Sachin Tendulkar 
 
16. Which space agency recently completed the first global 

geologic mapping of Saturn's moon? 
 (a) ISRO 
 (b) NASA 
 (c) JAXA 
 (d) Roscosmos 
 
17. Which state is planning to develop 34 of its cities on 

global standards? 
 (a) Uttar Pradesh  
 (b) Madhya Pradesh  
 (c) Gujarat 
 (d) Telangana 
 
18. Bamako is the capital of which country? 
 (a) Mali 
 (b) Lithuania 
 (c) Madagascar 
 (d) Kiribati 
 
19. Bharuch city in Gujarat is situated along the banks of 

which river? 
 (a) Mahanadi 
 (b) Narmada 
 (c) Krishna 
 (d) Sabarmati 
 
20. Khangchendzonga National Park is located in 

____________ 
 (a) Odisha 
 (b) Telangana 
 (c) Uttarakhand 
 (d) Sikkim 
 
21. Which among the following countries has introduced 

visa exemptions for foreigners seeking medical 
treatment? 

 (a) Pakistan  
 (b) UK 
 (c) India 
 (d) China 
 
22. Which launch vehicle will be used to launch Cartostat-3 

and 13 nanosatellites in Sun Synchro-nous Orbit by 
ISRO? 

 (a) PSLV-C47 
 (b) PSLV-C46 

 (c) PSLV-C45 
 (d) PSLV-C44 
 
23. Paradise Beach was recently declared as ‘no plastic’ 

zone. The beach is located in which state/UT? 
 (a) Tamil Nadu 
 (b) Kerala 
 (c) Puducherry 
 (d) Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
 
24. Who announced that the NRC process will be carried 

out across India and cover all citizens? 
 (a) PM Narendra Modi 
 (b) Defence Minister Rajnath Singh  
 (c) President Ram Nath Kovind 
 (d) Home Minister Amit Shah 
 
25. What was India’s rank in 2019 IMD World Talent 

Ranking? 
 (a) 56 
 (b) 58 
 (c) 59 
 (d) 62 
 
26. Name the exercise recently conducted by Indian Army 

in Barmer, Rajasthan. 
 (a) Vajra Prahar 
 (b) Tiger Triumph 
 (c) Shinyuu Maitri 
 (d) Sindhu Sudarshan 
 
27. Google has launched a new cloud-based game streaming 

service. What is the name of the gaming service? 
 (a) Google Arcadia 
 (b) Google Stadia 
 (c) Google playmates 
 (d) Google Nixplay 
 
28. Where is the South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) based? 
 (a) Bangkok, Thailand 
 (b) Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 (c) Kathmandu, Nepal 
 (d) Jakarta, Indonesia 
 
29. Sattriya is a traditional dance orignating from which 

state? 
 (a) Odisha 
 (b) Assam 
 (c) Haryana 
 (d) Goa 
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30. Jio Payments Bank is based in which city? 
 (a) Bengaluru 
 (b) Mumbai 
 (c) New Delhi 
 (d) Pune 
 
31. Who has been conferred with Indira Gandhi Prize for 

Peace, Disarmament and Development 2019? 
 (a) David Attenborough 
 (b) David Parker 
 (c) Bill Gates 
 (d) Greta Thunberg 
 
32. Za’ir-Al-Bahr (Roar of the Sea) is a naval exercise 

conducted between India and which another country? 
 (a) China 
 (b) Iraq 
 (c) Qatar 
 (d) UAE 
 
33. IRCTC signed an MoU with which state to run the 

Golden Chariot Train? 
 (a) Rajasthan 
 (b) Himachal Pradesh 
 (c) Karnataka 
 (d) Haryana 
 
34. When is International Men’s Day observed? 
 (a) 19th November 
 (b) 18th November 
 (c) 17th November 
 (d) 16th November 
 
35. Which is the First Country to introduce WHO-

approved India made Typhoid Vaccine? 
 (a) Iran 
 (b) South Africa 
 (c) Bangladesh 
 (d) Pakistan 
 
36. Name the Justice of Supreme Court who took oath as 

the 47th Chief Justice of India. 
 (a) Ashok Bhushan 
 (b) S Abdul Nazeer 
 (c) D Y Chandrachud 
 (d) Sharad Arvind Bobde 
 
37. Which city has organized first National Agrochemicals 

Conference? 
 (a) New Delhi 
 (b) Hyderabad 
 (c) Chennai 

 (d) Bhuvneswar 
 
38. The Valley of Flowers National Park is based in which 

of these states? 
 (a) Himachal Pradesh 
 (b) Uttarakhand 
 (c) Gujarat 
 (d) Odisha 
 
39. Great Living Chola Temple is a UNESCO World 

Heritage site based in which state? 
 (a) Tamil Nadu 
 (b) Karnataka 
 (c) Kerala 
 (d) Andhra Pradesh 
 
40. International Day of Sign Languages is observed 

annually on___________ 
 (a) November 19 
 (b) October 5 
 (c) August 14 
 (d) September 23 
 
41. Which among the following Muslim bodies has decided 

against filing review petition on Su-preme Court’s 
Ayodhya Verdict? 

 (a) All India Muslim Personal Law Board 
 (b) Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind 
 (c) Sunni Waqf board 
 (d) None of the above 
 
42. What was the risk score of India, according to the 

Global Bribery Risk Index? 
 (a) 78 
 (b) 68 
 (c) 58 
 (d) 48 
 
43. Who among the following has been elected as the new 

president of Sri Lanka? 
 (a) Mahinda Rajapaksa 
 (b) Maithripala Sirisena 
 (c) Sajith Premadasa 
 (d) Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
 
44. Indian government has decided to extend the visa-on-

arrival facility for citizens of which coun-try? 
 (a) Saudi Arabia 
 (b) Qatar 
 (c) UAE 
 (d) Bhutan  
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45. On which date was the 250th session of Rajya Sabha 

observed? 
 (a) 16th November 
 (b) 17th November 
 (c) 18th November 
 (d) 19th November 
 
46. Which state assembly is scheduled to host 3-day 

Commonwealth Youth Parliament? 
 (a) Karnataka 
 (b) Telangana 
 (c) Delhi  
 (d) Kerala 
 
47. Which two varieties of Darjeeling tea were awarded GI 

tag recently? 
 (a) Chocolate and Oolong tea 
 (b) White and Green tea 
 (c) Oolong and Green tea 
 (d) Black and Oolong tea 
 
48. Round Revolution is associated with the production of 

___________ 
 (a) Potato 
 (b) Oil seeds 
 (c) Fertilizer 
 (d) Cotton 
 
49. International Fund for Agricultural Development has its 

headquarter based at___________ 
 (a) Shanghai, China 
 (b) Rome, Italy 
 (c) Paris, France 
 (d) Madrid, Spain 
 
50. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh to inaugurate _______ 

Military Literature Festival in Chandi-garh. 
 (a) 3rd 
 (b) 4th 
 (c) 2nd 
 (d) 5th 
 
51. Which state launched ‘Nadu-Nedu’ programme to 

transform the government schools in the state to 
competitive and vibrant institutions? 

 (a) Andhra Pradesh 
 (b) Maharashtra 
 (c) Kerala 
 (d) Tamil Nadu 
 
52. Recently Jordan has ended a provision of the 25-year-

old peace treaty with which country? 

 (a) Israel 
 (b) Syria 
 (c) Lebanon 
 (d) Russia 
 
53. Where was the 12th edition of the Asian Business 

Leadership Forum (ABLF) held? 
 (a) Dubai 
 (b) Abu Dhabi 
 (c) Sharjah 
 (d) Ajman 
 
54. Who has recently won the men's singles title at the 

Scottish Open 2019? 
 (a) Rafael Nadal 
 (b) Lakshya Sen 
 (c) George Mimick 
 (d) Mathew Orwell 
 
55. Which organization has released a new report on 

Pneumonia? 
 (a) United Nations 
 (b) UNICEF 
 (c) WE Charity 
 (d) Children International 
 
56. When the world UNESCO week will be observed? 
 (a) 14 to 20 November 
 (b) 20 to 25 November 
 (c) 19 to 25 November 
 (d) 30 November to 6 December 
 
57. Which country hosted the 7th edition of IUCN Asia 

Regional Conservation Forum 2019? 
 (a) India 
 (b) Pakistan 
 (c) Sri Lanka 
 (d) China 
 
58. The Satpura National Park is located in which state? 
 (a) Maharashtra 
 (b) Telangana 
 (c) Assam 
 (d) Madhya Pradesh 
 
59. Vijayawada is situated along the banks of which river? 
 (a) Mahanadi 
 (b) Narmada 
 (c) Godavari 
 (d) Krishna 
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60. North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) is based 

at____________ 
 (a) Mandaluyong, Philippines 
 (b) Brussels, Belgium 
 (c) Paris, France 
 (d) Copenhagen, Denmark 
 
61. Which South Asian country tops the list of TRACE 

Bribery Risk Matrix with highest bribery risk? 
 (a) India 
 (b) Morocco  
 (c) Afghanistan 
 (d) Somalia 
 
62. Which first female officer will be posted abroad as 

‘Naval Attache’ by Navy? 
 (a) Karabi Gogoi 
 (b) Lalita Mathur 
 (c) Anjali Mohan 
 (d) Nandini Awasthi 
 
63. Which country's satellite Hayabusa-2 has started a 

journey to return to Earth from an asteroid named 
Ryugu? 

 (a) North Korea 
 (b) South Korea 
 (c) China 
 (d) Japan 
 
64. Justice Muhammad Raffiq took oath as the Chief 

Justice of which state? 
 (a) Meghalaya 
 (b) Manipur 
 (c) Nagaland 
 (d) Assam 
 
65. Which Indian player has been named in TIME 100 Next 

list? 
 (a) Rohit Sharma 
 (b) Dutee Chand 
 (c) Smriti Mandhana 
 (d) PV Sindhu 
 
66. Who introduced the World Diabetes Day? 
 (a) World Diabetes Health Care (WDHC) 
 (b) International Diabetes Federation (IDF) 
 (c) World Health Organization (WHO) 
 (d) B&C 
 
67. How much amount of fund has been pledged by India 

towards UN development activities for 2020? 
 (a) USD 13.5 million 

 (b) USD 15.5 million 
 (c) USD 18.5 million 
 (d) USD 20.5 million 
 
68. Jair Bolsonaro is the incumbent President of which 

country? 
 (a) Argentina 
 (b) Brazil 
 (c) Colombia 
 (d) South Arica 
 
69. Which country will host the BRICS Summit in 2020? 
 (a) India 
 (b) Russia 
 (c) China 
 (d) Brazil 
 
70. Chhapeli dance is a folk dance from which state? 
 (a) Bihar 
 (b) Madhya Pradesh 
 (c) Uttarakhand 
 (d) Rajasthan 
 
71. Which of the following country's President will be the 

Chief Guest of Republic Day 2020? 
 (a) Russia 
 (b) Ukrain 
 (c) Switzerland 
 (d) Brazil 
 
72. Which year did the judgment of Delhi High Court 

stated that the RTI (Right To Information) act was 
applicable to the office of Chief Justice of India? 

 (a) 2010 
 (b) 2009 
 (c) 2008 
 (d) 2007 
 
73. The Supreme Court has referred the review petitions in 

the Sabarimala case to a larger bench. The larger bench 
will comprise how many members? 

 (a) Eight 
 (b) Six 
 (c) Seven 
 (d) Five 
 
74. The joint exercise ‘Tiger Triumph’ began in 

Visakhapatnam between India and which country? 
 (a) US 
 (b) China 
 (c) Japan 
 (d) France 
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75. Which e-commerce company has introduced Project 

Zero in India? 
 (a) Flipkart 
 (b) Limeroad 
 (c) Snapdeal 
 (d) Amazon 
 
76. _________space agency has detected huge X-ray burst 

from outer space. 
 (a) ISRO 
 (b) NASA 
 (c) JAXA 
 (d) ROSCOSMOS 
 
77. India’s first elephant memorial has come up in which 

city? 
 (a) Kota 
 (b) Mathura 
 (c) Mumbai 
 (d) Delhi 
 
78. Where is Dr. Bhupen Hazarika Cricket Stadium 

located? 
 (a) Ranchi 
 (b) Chennai 
 (c) Guwahati 
 (d) Pune 
 
79. Bridgetown is the capital of which country? 
 (a) Comoros 
 (b) Kiribati 
 (c) Moldova 
 (d) Barbados 
 
80. The World Health Organization (WHO) is 

headquartered at ________ 
 (a) Geneva, Switzerland 
 (b) London, United Kingdom 
 (c) Paris, France 
 (d) Washington D.C. United States 
 
81. Who has become the Indian to be elected to the board of 

Metropolitan Museum of Art? 
 (a) Shahrukh Khan  
 (b) Priyanka Chopra 
 (c) Nita Ambani 
 (d) Anupam Kher 
 
82. In total, how many times has President’s rule been 

imposed in Maharashtra? 
 (a) Five  
 (b) Four 

 (c) Three 
 (d) Two  
 
83. Who among the following ministers has been recently 

given the additional charge of Heavy Industries and 
Public Enterprises? 

 (a) Prakash Javdekar 
 (b) Harsimrat Kaur Badal 
 (c) Dharmendra Pradhan 
 (d) Sunny Deol 
 
84. Which country was attacked with over 200 rockets on 

November 12, 2019? 
 (a) Iran  
 (b) Israel  
 (c) Turkey  
 (d) Egypt 
 
85. As per the report of the Parliamentary Committee, what 

percentage of people die every year in India due to 
cancer? 

 (a) 54% 
 (b) 60% 
 (c) 68% 
 (d) 72% 
 
86. What is the theme of 39th India International Trade 

Fair 2019? 
 (a) Make in India 
 (b) Digital India 
 (c) Startup India Standup India 
 (d) Ease of Doing Business 
 
87. Which of the following country recently discovered a 

new oilfield with 53 billion barrels of crude oil? 
 (a) Iran 
 (b) Iraq 
 (c) Saudi Arabia 
 (d) Kuwait 
 
88. Dhap dance is a traditional folk dance of which state? 
 (a) Punjab 
 (b) Rajasthan 
 (c) Odisha 
 (d) Madhya Pradesh 
 
89. Addis Ababa is the capital of which country? 
 (a) Palau 
 (b) Liberia 
 (c) Iceland 
 (d) Ethiopia 
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90. Vadodara in Gujarat is situated along the banks of 

which river? 
 (a) Vishwamitri 
 (b) Sabarmati 
 (c) Narmada 
 (d) Tapti 
 
91. The Govt has approved setting up how medical device 

parks? 
 (a) 4 
 (b) 5 
 (c) 3 
 (d) 2 
 
92. When is the International Day of Pneumonia 

celebrated? 
 (a) 9th November 
 (b) 12th November 
 (c) 10th November 
 (d) 11th November 
 
93. The world’s first CNG port terminal will be constructed 

in which state of India? 
 (a) Kerala 
 (b) Gujarat 
 (c) Maharashtra 
 (d) Tamil Nadu 
 
94. In which place defence ministry is organising Def-

Connect to showcase the accomplishments of the 
Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) initiative? 

 (a) Hyderabad 
 (b) Mumbai 
 (c) New Delhi 
 (d) Bengaluru 
 
95. Dal Lake is situated in _________ . 

 (a) Jammu & Kashmir 
 (b) Uttrakhand 
 (c) Maharashtra 
 (d) Rajasthan 
 
96. According to the Brown to Green Report which is the 

worst-performing country in terms of climate actions? 
 (a) Australia 
 (b) India 
 (c) China 
 (d) Pakistan 
 
97. Which city is hosting the 27th Conference of Central 

and State Statistical Organizations (COCSSO)? 
 (a) Jodhpur 
 (b) Pune 
 (c) Kolkata 
 (d) Bangalore 
 
98. Dhyan Chand National Stadium is located in 
 (a) Guwahati 
 (b) Bhubaneswar 
 (c) New Delhi 
 (d) Bhopal 
 
99. Sucre is the capital of which country? 
 (a) Sudan 
 (b) Mauritania 
 (c) Bolivia 
 (d) Ghana 
 
100. Where is the Elephanta Caves located? 
 (a) Madhya Pradesh 
 (b) Himachal Pradesh 
 (c) Gujarat 
 (d) Maharashtra 
 

 
ANSWER KEY 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
d b c c b b b a b d d b c c b b b a b d 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 
c a c d c d b c b b a c c a d d a b a d 

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 
a d d c c c b a b a a a a b a c b d d b 

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 
d a d a b d a b b c d a c a d b b c d a 

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 
c c a b c d a c d a a b b c a a c c c d 
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IBPS-CLERK PRE PRACTICE TEST 

 
REASONING ABILITY 

Direction (1-3): Study the information given below and answer 
the questions based on it. 
Meghna started from Point A, walked 7 m towards the West, 
took a left turn, walked 2 m and reached Point C. She, then, took 
a right turn and walked 4 m to reach Point D. She, then, took a 
right turn, walked 2 m before taking a final right turn and walked 
3 m before stopping at Point B. 
1. How far and in which direction is Point A from Point B? 
 (a) 6 m towards West 
 (b) 8 m towards east 
 (c) 10 m towards East 
 (d) 10 m towards West 
 (e) Cannot be determined 
2. If Meghna walks 2 m towards South from Point A and 

reaches Point E, which of the following points (including 
E) would fall in a straight line? 

 (a) A, B (b) A, D (c) B, C 
 (d) C, D (e) None of these 
3. What is the shortest distance between Point A and Point D? 
 (a) 5√5m (b) 2√3  m (c) 15 m 
 (d) √104 m (e) None of these. 
Direction (4):- Which of the following will come in the place of 
the question mark (?) in the following series based on the English 
alphabetical order? 
4. GEF    KIJ  QOP    ?  IGH 
 (a) VUW (b) USV (c) UTV 
 (d) YWX (e) VTU  
Direction (5-9):-  Study the following information to answer the 
following questions: 
INPUT:    gate 20 86 just not 71 for 67 38 bake sun 55 
STEP I:     bake gate 20 just not 71 for 67 38 sun 55 86 
STEP II:    for bake gate 20 just not 67 38 sun 55 86 71 
STEP III:   gate for bake 20 just not 38 sun 55 86 71 67 
STEP IV:   just gate for bake 20 not 38 sun 86 71 67 55 
STEP V:    not just gate for bake 20 sun 86 71 67 55 38 
STEP VI:   sun not just gate for bake 86 71 67 55 38 20 
and STEP VI is the last step. 
Solve for the following input? 
INPUT: 31 rise gem 15 92 47 aim big 25 does 56 not 85 63 with 
moon 
5. How many steps will be required to complete the 

arrangement? 
 (a) 8 (b) 6 (c) 7 

 (d) 5 (e) None of these 
6. Which word would be at 7th position from the left in STEP 

IV? 
 (a) rise (b) aim (c) big 
 (d) 15 (e) 47 
7. Which step number is the following output? 
 rise not moon gem does big aim 15 with 92 85 63 56 47 31 

25 
 (a) 5 (b) 7 (c) 4 
 (d) 8 (e) There is no such step. 
8. Which of the following represents the position of “92” in 

STEP VI?  
 (a) 9th from the left  
 (b) 5th from the right 
 (c) 6th from the right 
 (d) 9th from the right 
 (e) 7th from the left 
9. Which word/number would be at 5th position from the right 

in the last step? 
 (a) gem (b) 63 (c) 56 
 (d) 85 (e) does 
Direction (10-12): Study the information given below and 
answer the questions based on it. 
 'P × Q' means 'P is wife of Q'. 
 'P ÷ Q' means 'P is father of Q'.  
 'P + Q' means 'P is son of Q'.  
 'P – Q' means 'P is sister of Q'. 
10. In H + I ÷ L-J, how is J related to H? 
 (a) Brother (b) Sister (c) Cousin 
 (d) Cant be determined (e) None of these 
11. Which of the following represents 'S is father of T'? 
 (a) S × M ÷ H – T (b) S × M + H – T 
 (c) M × S ÷ H – T (d) M × S - H + T 
 (e) None of these 
12. In A ÷ B  × C + Q × Y, how is Y related to B? 
 (a) Brother (b) Sister (c) Father in law 
 (d) Cant be determined (e) None of these 
Direction (13-15):- In these questions, relationships between 
different elements is shown in the statements. These statements 
are followed by two conclusions. 
Give answer (a) if only conclusion I follow  
Give answer (b) if only conclusion II follows  
Give answer (c) if either conclusion I or conclusion II follows 
Give answer (d) if neither conclusion I nor conclusion II follows 
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Give answer (e) if both conclusions I and II follow 
13. Statement : Q < R < T < X > Z 
 Conclusion : I.  Z < R II. Q < X 
14. Statement : A < B < C; D > B; C < E 
 Conclusion : I. A < E  II. D.>A 
15.  Statement : F < G < N > O; V < O > P  
 Conclusion : I. F > P II. F < V 
Direction (16-25):- Nine persons A, B, D, E, G, H, K, N and P 
lived in a building with nine floors which were numbered 1-9 
from bottom to top. No two persons whose names appear 
consecutively in alphabetical order were living immediately 
above or immediately below each other. A and D can be living 
on consecutive floors, but A and B cannot be living on 
consecutive floors and so on. 
 G’s floors number was twice as that of H’s floor number  
 G and D lived at a gap of 3 floors 
 A lived above K with a gap of 3 floors in between them. 
 E lived just above B 
 Number of persons living above P was twice as that of the 

number of persons living above B 
 N was living somewhere below B but somewhere above K 
16.  How many persons lived above N?  
 (a) One   (b) Two   (c) Four  
  (d) Five   (e) More than Five  
17.  Who live on floor 7? 
 (a) A   (b) B   (c) N  
  (d) P   (e) B 
18.  How many persons lived between G and N? 
 (a) None   (b) One   (c) Two 
   (d) Three   (e) cannot be determined 
19.  How many persons lived below K? 
 (a) None   (b) One   (c) Two 
   (d) Three   (e) Cannot be determined 
20.  On which floor did E live? 
 (a) Floor 5   (b) Floor 7  (c) Floor 9 
    (d) Floor 8    (e) Floor 3 
Direction (21-25):- Study the following information carefully 
and answer the questions given below:-  
Eight persons A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H, their ages are i.e. 20, 
24, 27, 31, 36, 38, 45 and 51 but not necessarily in the same 
order. They test their I.Q. and got a rank from 1 to 8 . The person 
having the best I.Q. got the 1st rank and the person who has the 
worst I.Q. got the 8th rank. G’s age is a multiple of 4 and at least 
one person has a better I.Q. than G. The sum of ages of D and H 
is 51. D has a better I.Q. than H. E is 38 years old. The difference 
of the ages of C and F is 3 years. F is elder than C. B has  a better 
I.Q. than A. 

(Note: Their I.Q.’s are in a way such that the one who is the 
youngest got the 1st rank in I.Q. and the one who is the 2nd 
youngest got 2nd rank and so on means the one who is the eldest 
got the last rank i.e., 8th rank in I.Q.) 
21.  Who is the eldest in the group ? 
 (a) A   (b) C  (c) D 
   (d) F   (e) G 
22.  How many person have better I.Q. than G? 
 (a) None   (b) 1   (c) 2 
    (d) 3    (e) 4  
23.  What is the age of H? 
 (a) 31   (b) 36   (c) 27 
   (d) 24   (e) 20  
24.  Which of the following combination of Person: Age is 

correct? 
 (a) B-24    (b) D-20   (c) G-24  
  (d) H-27    (e) C-27  
25.  Arrange the persons according to their 1st to 8th I.Q. rank 

from left to right? 
 (a) C>D>H>F>G>E>B>A   
 (b) H>C>D>F>G>E>B>A   
 (c) D>C>H>F>G>E>B>A  
 (d) D>C>F>H>G>E>B>A   
 (e) D>C>H>F>E>G>A>B 
Direction (26-30):- In each question / set of questions below are 
two/three statements followed by two conclusions numbered I 
and II. You have to take the two/ three given statements to be 
true even if they seem to be at variance from commonly known 
facts and then decide which of the given conclusions logically 
follows from the given statements disregarding commonly 
known facts. 
Give answer (a) if only conclusion I follow       
Give answer (b) if only conclusion II follows  
Give answer (c) if either conclusion I or II follows     
Give answer (d) if neither conclusion I nor II follows  
Give answer (e) if both conclusions I and II follow  
26. Statements:  All kings are queens.   
  Some queens are rulers. 
 Conclusions : I. No ruler is a king 
  II. All rulers being king is a possibility  
27. Statements : No space is air.  
  All distances are spaces. 
 Conclusion : I. No air is a distance 
  II. All spaces are distances  
28. Statements : All cars are trucks.  
  No truck is a jeep.  
  All jeeps are engines. 
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 Conclusions : I. No car is a jeep 

 II. AII cars being engines is a 
possibility   

29. Conclusions : I. No engine is a car 
  II. No truck is an engine 
30. Statements : Some lights are rays.  
  All rays are optics. 
 Conclusions : I. Some lights are definitely not optics 
  II. Some rays are definitely not lights 
Direction (31-35):- Study the following information to answer 
the given questions:  
In a certain code, - 
'take a ride home' is written as 'ji ta di ya', 
'to home and back' is written as 'vu se ji mu',  
'back a worthy child’ is written as 'za ya se bi' and 
‘child and parents ride’ is written as ‘ ta vu za fe.  
31. Which of the following may represent 'worthy and best'? 
 (a) bi vu ya (b) vu fe lo (c) bi hi lo 
 (d) fe vu bi (e) vu hi za  
32. What is the code for ‘ride’? 
 (a) ta (b) ji (c) vu 
 (d) ya (e) fe  
33. What does the code 'mu' stand for ? 
 (a) to (b) home (c) and 
 (d) back (e) Either 'and' or 'back'  
34. What is the code for 'take'? 
 (a) ta (b) ji (c) ya 
 (d) di (e) Cannot be determined 
35. Which of the following represents 'child back home? 
 (a) za se fe (b) ji te se (c) ji za se 
 (d) za ya ji (e) za ji vu 

 
 

QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE 
Directions (36-40): What should come in the place of question 
mark (?) in the following questions? 
36.  of 58 +  of 139.2 =? 
 (a) 133.4  (b) 137.2  (c) 127.8  
 (d) 131.6  (e) None of these 
37. 12% of 555 + 15% of 666 =? 
 (a) 166.5  (b) 167.5  (c) 168.5  
 (d) 169.5  (e) None of these 
38. 39×32 + 93 + 81 = ?3 – 170  
 (a) 1331  (b) 1161 (c) 110 
 (d) 13.31 (e) 11 
39. 337.8 × 331.2 ÷ 335 = 33 × 33? 

 (a) 2.8  (b) 3  (c) 3.2 
  (d) 4  (e) 6 
40. 85% of 420 + ? % of 1080 =735 
 (a) 25  (b) 30  (c) 35  
 (d) 40  (e) 45 
Directions (41-45): Study the following table carefully and 
answer the given questions: 
The number of various crimes, as supplied by national crime 
record, reported in different states in the year 2012-2013. 
Dist. Stalking Assault Theft Murder Criminal 

Trespass 
Bihar 352 496 265 132 332 
M P 376 22S 216 125 115 
UP 85 125 53 56 57 
HP 10545 3652 1224 354 10128 
AP 445 225 252 173 154 
Delhi 473 576 675 764 852 
Haryana 245 256 257 261 263 
Rajasthan 273 276 278 252 353 
41. The average of various crimes in HP is (approximately) 
 (a) 5300 (b) 5410 (c) 5381 
 (d) 5649 (e) 5181 
42. Find the ratio of Stalking and Assault in UP to Theft and 

Criminal Trespass in Haryana.  
 (a) 28 : 51  (b) 21:52  (c) 52 : 21 
  (d) 14:55  (e) 55 : 14 
43. Find the approximate average of Murder and Theft in all 

the eight states together.  
 (a) 341  (b) 332  (c) 334 
 (d) 341 (e) 321 
44. The total number of Assaults and Murders together in Bihar 

is what per cent of the total number of crimes in that state? 
 (a) 29.82%  (b) 39.82%  (c) 25% 
  (d) 21.82%  (e) 25.5% 
45. Find the difference between the number of various crimes 

committed in Bihar and that in Rajasthan. 
 a) 105  (b) 98  (c) 145 
  (d) 139  (e) 104 
46. How many litres of water should be added to a 30 litre 

mixture of milk and water containing milk and water in the 
ratio of 7 : 3 such that the resultant mixture has 40% water 
in it? 

 (a) 5  (b) 2  (c) 3 
  (d) 8  (e) 7 
47. 4 men and 3 women finish a job in 6 days, and 5 men and 7 

women can do the same job in 4 days. How long will 1 man 
and 1 woman take to do the work? 
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 (a) 22  days  (b) 25  days  (c) 5  days  

 (d) 12  days  (e) None of these 
48. A and B started a business with initial investments in the 

ratio 5 : 7. If after one year their profits were in the ratio 1: 
2 and the period for A's investment was 7 months, B 
invested the money for 

 (a) 6 months  (b) 2   months  (c) 10 months  
 (d) 4 months  (e) 7 months 
49. The speeds of John and Max are 30 km/h and 40 km/h. 

Initially Max is at a place L and John is at a place M. The 
distance between L and M is 650 km. John started his 
journey 3 hours earlier than Max to meet each other. If they 
meet each other at a place P somewhere between L and M, 
then the distance between P and M is: 

 (a) 220 km  (b) 250 km  (c) 330 km  
 (d) 320 km  (e) None of these 
50. The average weight of boys in a class is 30 kg and the 

average weight of girls in the same class is 20 kg. If the 
average weight of the whole class is 23.25 kg, what could 
be the possible strength of boys and girls respectively in the 
same class? 

 (a) 14 and 26  (b) 13 and 27  (c) 17 and 27 
  (d) 19 and 21  (e) None of these 
51. A man can row 24 km upstream and 54 km downstream in 

6 hours. He can also row 36 km upstream and 48 km 
downstream in 8 hours. What is the speed of the man in still 
water? 

 (a) 18.75 kmph (b) 19.25 kmph (c) 17.65 kmph 
 (d) 15.55 kmph (e) 22.75 kmph 
52. The price of an article is first increased by 20% and later on 

the price was decreased by 25% due to reduction in sales. 
Find the net percentage change in final price of Article. 

 (a) 20%  (b) 18%  (c) 38% 
  (d) 10%  (e) None of these 
53.  Eena, Meena and Beena were born in three consecutive 

years. The product of their ages 10 years ago was 1320. 
What is the sum of their ages’s today? 

 (a) 63 (b) 43 (c) 106 
 (d) 33 (e) 72 
54.  In a business A, B and C invested capital in the ratio 

2 ∶ 3 ∶4 and they received profit in the ratio 4 ∶3 ∶ 2. What is 
the ratio of time for which the capital has been invested? 

 (a) 5 ∶ 3 ∶1 (b) 1 ∶ 2 ∶4 (c) 3 ∶ 2 ∶3 
 (d) 4 ∶ 2 ∶1 (e) None of these 

55.  The Shyam’s age 10 years ago was thrice his daughter. Ten 
years later, Shyam's age will be twice his daughter. Find the 
ratio of their present ages. 

 (a) 5:2 (b) 7:3 (c) 9:2 
 (d) 13:4 (e) 6:4 
Directions (56-60): What will come in the place of the question 
mark (?) in the following number series? 
56. 48, 23, ?, 4.25, 1.125 
 (a) 10.5  (b) 10  (c) 2.5 
  (d) 11  (e) None of the above 
57. 2,15, 41, 80,132, ? 
 (a) 197  (b) 150  (c) 178 
 (d)180  (e) None of the above 
58. ?, 15, 75, 525, 4725, 51975 
 (a) 5  (b) 10  (c) 8 
  (d) 6  (e) None of the above 
59. 4, 19, 49, ?, 229 
 (a) 75  (b) 109  (c) 65 
  (d) 169  (e) None of the above 
60. 840, ?, 420, 140, 35, 7 
 (a) 408 (b) 840 (c) 480  
 (d) 804 (e) None of the above  
Direction (61-65): What approximate value should come in 
place of question mark (?) in the following equations? 
61.   [(130)2 ÷ 25 × 15] ÷ 30 =? 
 (a) 338 (b) 426 (c) 326  
 (d) 314 (e) 352 
62.  (-251 × 21 ×-12) ÷ ? = 158.13 
 (a) 400 (b) 15 (c) 300 
 (d) 18 (e) 250 
63.  (17.95)2 – (14.05)2 + (2343.75 + 81.55) ÷ ? = 299 
 (a) 14 (b) 28 (c) 30 
 (d) 20 (e) 34 
64.  3.2% of 500 × 2.4% of? = 288 
 (a) 750 (b) 850 (c) 600 
 (d) 650 (e) 700 
65.  39.97% of 649.8 ÷ 13.05 = 45.12- ? 
 (a) 25 (b) 10 (c) 30 
 (d) 15 (e) 40 
Directions (66-67) : In each of these questions, two equations (I) 
and (II) are given. You have to solve both the equations and give 
answer 
66.  Quantity I: 16x2 + 28x + 12 = 0 
 Quantity II: 6y2 + 32y + 42 = 0 
 (a) Quantity I > Quantity II 
 (b) Quantity I ≥ Quantity II 
 (c) Quantity I< Quantity II 
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 (d) If Quantity I ≤ Quantity II 
 (e) Quantity I= Quantity II or relationship between x and y 

cannot be established. 
67.  Quantity I: Profit%, if apples were bought at 6 apples for 

Rs. 5 and sold at 5 apples for Rs. 6. 
 Quantity II: Profit%, if 100 apples are bought at the rate of 

Rs. 350 and sold at the rate of Rs. 48 per dozen. 
 (a) Quantity I > Quantity II 
 (b) Quantity I ≥ Quantity II 
 (c) Quantity II > Quantity I 
 (d) Quantity II ≥ Quantity I 
 (e) Quantity I = Quantity II or Relation cannot be 

established 
Directions (68-70): In the following question, two equations I 
and II are given. You have to solve both & establish the 
relationship between a & b:  
68.   I. 2a2 + a-1 = 0   
 II. 12b2 – 17b + 6 = 0 
 (a) a < b (b) a ≤ b 
 (c) relationship between a and b cannot be established 
 (d) a > b (e) a ≥ b 
69.  I. a2 + 5a + 6 = 0  
 II. b2 + 7b + 12 = 0 
 (a) a < b (b) a ≤ b 
 (c) relationship between a and b cannot be established 
 (d) a > b (e) a ≥ b 
70.  I. a2 + 2a – 323 = 0  
 II. 2b2 – 37b + 18 = 0 
 (a) a < b (b) a > b 
 (c) a ≤ b  (d) a ≥ b  
 (e) a = b or the relationship cannot be established 

 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Directions (71-72): Rearrange the following five sentences (A), 
(B), (C), (D) and (E) in the proper sequence to form a meaningful 
paragraph and then answer the questions given below. 
71.  A. Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena’s decision to 

withdraw his faction from the ruling coalition and replace 
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe with former 
President Mahinda Rajapaksa has plunged the country into 
a political crisis.  

 B. This was further complicated, a day later, by the 
President’s move to suspend Parliament till November 16.  

 C. Mr. Sirisena’s fast-deteriorating relationship with Mr. 
Wickremesinghe was an open secret, and there were 

indications that he could be negotiating a possible 
partnership with Mr. Rajapaksa.  

 D. But his sudden and secret manoeuvre caught everyone, 
including senior politicians, completely unawares.  

 E. And before the details and implications of the political 
drama that was unfolding could sink in, Mr. Rajapaksa had 
been sworn in Prime Minister, beaming as he greeted the 
President, his chief rival until days ago. 

 (a) ADECB (b) AEDCB (c) AECDB 
 (d) ABCDE (e) ABDCE 
72. A. are empanelled for implementation of the scheme, the 

official said. 
 B .The Centre has allowed states to set up their own 

insurance companies for implementing the Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana. 

 C. The move comes after several requests from states as 
well as observations made by the Comptroller and Auditor 
General (CAG) in its 2017 report that  

 D. old crop insurances schemes which have now been 
merged with PMFBY, were poorly implemented during 
2011-2016. 

 E. Presently, five public sector insurers and 13 private 
insurance companies  

 (a) BACED (b) BDCEA (c) BDCAE 
 (d) BCDEA (e) BEDCA 
Direction (73-79): Read each of the following sentences to find 
out if there is any grammatical error in it. The error, if any, will 
be in one part of the sentence. The number (A, B, C or D) of this 
part is your answer. If there is no error in the statement, then 
mark option (e) as your answer choice. 
73.  The Pakistan Supreme Court’s judgment acquitting (A)/ 

Asia Bibi, a Christian woman on death row for 
(B)/blasphemy, was an opportunity of the government to 
start (C)/debating the need to reform the regressive 
blasphemy laws.(D)/ No error(E) 

74.  Four millions didn’t make it to the final draft published in 
July,(A) /and while the final numbers will be known 
only(B)/ when the elaborate process of claims, objections 
and verification (C)/draws to a close, there are certain 
known knowns at this point already.(D)/ No error (E) 

75.  The reduction in tax rates under GST in July seems (A)/to 
have helped improve compliant among small 
businesses,(B)/ leading to an increase in overall tax 
collection. (C)/It also helps to reduce the distortionary 
effect of indirect taxes.(D)/ No error (E) 

76.  Air pollution choking several cities in(A)/ the northern 
States once again, as changes in (B)/ temperature and 
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slowing winds trap soot,(C)/ dust and fine particulate 
matter.(D)/ No error (E) 

77.  Failure to take sustainable and urgent (A)/ measures will 
inflict long-term harm (B)/on public health, affecting 
children even more (C)/ by putting them at higher risk for 
diseases.(D)/ No error (E) 

78.  The UN Environment Programme’s recent report title 
(A)/‘Air Pollution in Asia and the Pacific: Science-Based 
Solutions’ has sounded (B)/ a warning, pointing out that 
only 8% of the population in (C) /the countries of the 
region get to breathe air of acceptable quality.(D)/ No error 
(E) 

79.  The conviction of 16 personnels of the (A)/Provincial 
Armed Constabulary (PAC) for the massacre of 
(B)/Muslims committed 31 years ago is a rare instance of 
(C)/the justice system responding to the cry for 
accountability and justice.(D)/ No error 

Directions (80-84): In each of the following questions a 
grammatically correct and meaningful sentence is given and four 
words are BOLDENED in it. One of these four words may be 
misspelt / used inappropriately. You have to identify that word 
and choose the appropriate option as your answer. If all the 
words are correctly spelt, then mark ‘All Correct’ as your 
answer. 
80.  While the ULFA (Independent) denies responsibility, 

investigations thus far suggest it was the group’s 
handiwork. It had earlier claimed responsibility for a low-
intensity bomb blast in Guwahati on October 13. 

 (a) Handiwork (b) Denies (c) Claimed 
 (d) Low-intensity (e) All correct 
81.  The country has faced widespread international 

condemnation ever since about the blasphemy laws, 
which are perceived as being used to perosecute religious 
minorities. 

 (a) Condemnation (b) Blasphemy (c) Minorities 
 (d) Perosecute (e) All correct 
82.  The government should continue the effort to make the 

GST more taxpayer-friendly, bringing down the cost and 
hassle of compliance, to achieve a sustained raise in 
collections. 

 (a) Effort (b) Achieve (c) Raise 
 (d) Compliance (e) All are correct 
83.  Farm stuble burning is a major contributor to the problem, 

and its footprint may be growing because of wider use of 
mechanical harvesters that is producing more waste. 

 (a) Stuble (b) Harvesters (c) Footprint 
 (d) Contributor (e) All correct 

84.  The World Bank has said it is keen to enhance its receiving 
portfolio to tackle air pollution, opening a new avenue for 
this. Governments should make the use of personal 
vehicles in cities less attractive through strict road pricing 
mechanisms. 

 (a) Receiving (b) Personal (c) Attractive 
 (d) Mechanisms (e) All correct 
Directions (85-92): In the passage given below there are blanks, 
each followed by a word given in bold. Each blank has four 
alternative words given in options (A), (B),(C) and (D). You 
have to tell which word will best suit the respective blank. Mark 
(E) as your answer if the word given in bold after the blank is 
your answer i.e “No change required”. 
The 85.__________existence of tensions over the last few 

months between the Reserve Bank of India and the Centre 
found spectacular release over the weekend through a 
public speech by Deputy Governor Viral Acharya. 
“Governments that do not respect central bank 
independence,” said Mr. Acharya, “will sooner or later 
incur the 86._______wrath of financial markets, ignite 
economic fire, and come to rue the day they 
87._________mar an important regulatory institution.” 
These are very strong words and raise the question: why? 
This is not the first time that the RBI has had a run-in with 
the mandarins at North Block, and it will not be the last. 
India has had Finance Ministers who got frustrated enough 
to say that they would “walk alone” in 88.________driving 
the economy, and RBI Governors responding that the 
Centre would still be thankful that the central bank exists. 
Indeed, disagreements between Mint Street and North 
Block over setting benchmark interest rates have been 
common over the years. What is different this time, though, 
is that the disagreements, none of which are 
89.______easy, appear to be over regulation per se. There 
are three issues on which the Centre seems to have 
90._____ pleased the RBI. It has refused to accept 
Governor Urjit Patel’s point that the RBI is 91.______ 
upset by lack of adequate powers in regulating public 
sector banks. The second is the tussle over the RBI’s 
92._______burgeon reserves, a piece of which the Centre 
is eyeing to bridge its fiscal gap. The RBI resents this. The 
last is the attempt by the Centre to set up an independent 
payments regulator, which the RBI sees as encroachment of 
its turf. 

85. (a) Boiling (b) Simmering (c) Stew 
 (d) Bubbled (e) No correction required 
86. (a) Displeasure (b) Benefits (c) delight 
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 (d) discontent (e) No correction required 
87. (a) Undermined (b) Diminish (c) Cut 
 (d) Sap (e) No correction required 
88. (a) Understanding (b) Revealing (c) Relieving 
 (d) Grinding (e) No correction required 
89. (a) Surmountable (b) vincible (c) invincible 
 (d) insurmountable (e) No correction required 
90. (a) Irked (b) Gall (c) Exasperate 
 (d) conquered (e) No correction required 
91. (a) Limp (b) Walking (c) Halted 
 (d) Hobbled (e) No correction required 
92. (a) Mushroom (b) Springing (c) Burgeoning 
 (d) Boomed (e) No correction required 
Directions (93-100): Read the following passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below them. Certain words/phrases 
have been printed in bold to help you locate them while 
answering some of the questions.  
Social sector benefits, notably rice at Rs 2 a kg and 100 days of 
work under the Mahatma Gandhi NREGS, have scarcely been 
able to address the grinding privation in the Junglemahal belt that 
straddles West Bengal’s Purulia, Bankura, West Midnapore and 
the newly-created Jhargram districts. Whether or not this failure 
on the food front facilitated the Bharatiya Janata Party’s victory 
in the region’s panchayat elections need not detain us here. In 
point of fact, 14 years after the five starvation deaths at Amlasole 
(West Midnapore), the recent death out of starvation of a 67-
year-old woman in Purulia, has caused a flutter in the district 
administration’s roost. This is not to forget the deaths on account 
of starvation in Darjeeling’s tea estates. In death, Bimala Pande 
symbolises the failure of the local administration in Purulia, a 
reaffirmation that the best-laid plans can be made to flounder by 
the bureaucracy, especially at the subordinate levels. The 
prognosis that she “died of illness and not starvation” is to split 
hairs between cause and effect. That said, the response of the 
government has not been as facile as that of its predecessor in the 
wake of the Amlasole tragedy. It would be pertinent to recall that 
the Supreme Court had then ordered an inquiry into the tragedy 
in West Midnapore. The Bengal Left had drawn a fine distinction 
between starvation and malnutrition. Death caused by hunger 
lends no scope for semantic quibbling. Yet the present 
dispensation will have to concede that for all the drum-beating 
over welfare, the failure to provide the promised entitlements has 
driven ~ at least one individual ~ quicker to death than to a 
handful of grain. The truth of the matter was recounted by none 
other than her son ~ “She was without food for seven days prior 
to her death on 9 August. We ran from pillar to post to get ration 
cards and other benefits like the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, 

but failed to get our names listed.” In the net, the family wasn’t 
listed in the NREGA scheme. Nor for that matter did it receive 
one kilogram of rice for Rs 2 promised by the state government 
to those below the poverty line in Junglemahal. It is hard not to 
wonder if the welfare schemes have failed in one of West 
Bengal’s particularly vulnerable areas, verily with the section 
of the populace that needs them the most. It is pretty obvious 
that the Benthamite philosophy of the greatest good of the 
greatest number is yet to attain complete fruition in West Bengal. 
The welfare schemes, while laudable, have not been uniformly 
beneficial. While there is little doubt that many have benefited, 
many others quite palpably have not. And the issue ought to be 
accorded uppermost priority in course of Mamata Banerjee’s 
periodic visits to rural Bengal. Parts of the state wallow in the 
mire of poverty and hunger. Bimala Pande has emitted a painful 
signal ~ food insecurity is overwhelming.  
93.  Which of the following can be the most appropriate title for 

the passage above? 
 (a) Rise in prices of Rice 
 (b) Social Sector Benefits 
 (c) A painful signal 
 (d) Benefits of MNREGA Scheme 
 (e) Achievements of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
94.  Which of the following statements are incorrect in context 

with the passage?  
 (I) Mahatma Gandhi's NREGS has scarcely been able to 

address the scarcity in the Junglemahal belt in West 
Bengal.  

 (II) The death of Bimala Pande symbolises the failure of 
the local administration in Purulia 

 (III) It is evident now that over the last five years there has 
been sluggishness in MGNREGS’s implementation. 

 (a) Only (I) (b) Only (II) (c) Only (III) 
 (d) Both (I) and (II) (e) Both (II) and (III) 
95.  Which of the following statements can be inferred from the 

passage above?  
 (I) Right now, many states do not register demand for 

employment even in times of widespread distress.  
 (II) In the initial years, MNREGA was a true game-

changer, rural wages started climbing and reports also 
pointed towards a decline in migration to urban centers.  

 (III) The welfare schemes are admirable but have not been 
uniformly beneficial. 

 (a) Only (I) (b) Only (II) (c) Only (III) 
 (d) Both (I) and (II) (e) Both (II) and (III) 
96.  In the passage above, a line is given in bold - It is hard not 

to wonder if the welfare schemes have failed in one of West 
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Bengal’s particularly vulnerable areas, verily with the 
section of the populace that needs them the most. What is 
the best way to write the statement without altering its 
meaning? 

 (a) It is certain to wonder if the welfare schemes have failed 
in one of West Bengal’s particularly vulnerable areas, truly 
with the community that needed them the most. 

 (b) It is definite to wonder about the failure of scheme in 
West Bengal’s most populated area’s most desirable 
section. 

 (c) It will not be wonderful for the sections that needed the 
schemes the most to have the schemes failed in their 
vulnerable areas. 

 (d) Both (a) and (b) 
 (e) None of the Above 
97.  Choose the word which is MOST SIMILAR to the word 

given in passage.  
 FLUTTER 
 (a) Spurt (b) Doldrums (c) Slump 

 (d) Motivate (e) Exaggerate 
98.  Choose the word which is MOST SIMILAR to the word 

given in passage.  
  FACILE 
 (a) Profound (b) Inclusive (c) Strenuous 
 (d) Superficial (e) Toil 
99.  Choose the word which is most opposite to the following 

word given in bold in the passage. 
 QUIBBLING 
 (a) Carping (b) Cavil (c) Fussing 
 (d) Nitpick (e) Endorsing 
100. Choose the word which is most opposite to the following 

word given in bold in the passage. 
 LAUDABLE 
 (a) Estimable (b) Meritorious (c) Delightful 
 (d) Discreditable (e) Honorable 
 
  

 
Answer Keys-IBPS Clerk Pre 

 
(Reasoning Ability) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
b d a d a d b c c d c c b e d d d b a c 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 
a d a b d b a e d d d a a d c 

 
 (Quantitative Aptitude) 

36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 
a a e b c e b c b c a a c d b b d a d b 

56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 
a a a b b a a a a a a a a e e 

 
 (English Language) 

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
d d c a b a e a a e d c a a b e a e d a 
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 
d c c c c a a d e d 
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SOLUTIONS 

Direction (1-3):- 

 
1. (b) 8 m towards east 
 
2. (d) C, D  
 
3. (a) 5√5m 
 
4. (d) YWX 
 
Direction (5-9):- 
Input: 31 rise gem 15 92 47 aim big 25 does 
56 not 85 63 with moon 
Step I: aim 31 rise gem 15 47 big 25 does 56 
not 85 63 with moon 92 
Step II: big aim 31 rise gem 15 47 25 does 56 
not 63 with moon 92 85  
Step III: does big aim 31 rise gem 15 47 25 56 
not with moon 92 85 63 
Step IV: gem does big aim 31 rise 15 47 25 
not with moon 92 85 63 56 
Step V: moon gem does big aim 31 rise 15 25 
not with 92 85 63 56 47 
Step VI: not moon gem does big aim rise 15 
25 with 92 85 63 56 47 31 
Step VII: rise not moon gem does big aim 15 
with 92 85 63 56 47 31 25 
Step VIII: with rise not moon gem does goes 
big aim 92 85 63 56 47 31 25 15 
 
5. (a) 8 
 
6. (d) 15 
 
7. (b) 7  
 
8. (c) 6th from the right  
 
9. (c) 56  
 
10. (d) 

 

 J is either brother or sister of L. So, can’t 
be determined. 

11. (c) S is father or T 

 
12. (c) 

 
 Hence, Y is father-in-law of B 
 
13. (b) Q<R<T<X>Z 

I. Z<R× 
II. Q<X√ 

 only conclusion II follows  
 
14. (e) 

 
I. A<E√ 
II. D>A√ 

 both conclusions I and II follow  
 
15. (d) 

 
I. F>P× 
II. F<V× 

 neither conclusion I nor conclusion II 
follows  

 
Direction (16-20):- 

  

16. (d) Five    
 
17. (d) P 
 
18. (b) One  
 
19. (a) None  
 
20. (c) Floor 9    
 
Direction (21-25):- 

I.Q. AGE PERSON 
8 51 A 
7 45 B 
6 38 E 
5 36 G 
4 31 H 
3 27 F 
2 24 C 
1 20 D 

 
21. (a) A 
 
22. (d) 3 
 
23. (a) 31  
 
24. (b) D-20     
 
25. (d) D>C>F>H>G>E>B>A    
 
26. (b) if only conclusion II follows  

  
 
27. (a) if only conclusion I follow 

  
 
Direction (28-29):- 
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28. (e) if both conclusions I and II follow  
 
29. (d) if neither conclusion I nor II follows  
 
30. (d) if neither conclusion I nor II follows 

  
Direction (31-35):- 
 home  ji 
 a  ya 
 ride  ta 
 take  di 
 back  se 
 and  vu 
 to  mu 
 child  za 
 worthy  bi 
 
31. (d) fe vu bi  
 
32. (a) ta  
 
33. (a) to  
 
34. (d) di  
 
35. (c) ji za se 
 
36. (a)   of 58 +  of 139.2 =  
 81.2 + 52.2 =  
  = 133.4 
37. (a) 12% of 555 + 15% of 666 =  
 555 × + 666 ×  =  
 66.6 + 99.9 =  
 = 166.5 
38. (e) 39×9+729+81=?3-170 
 351+729+81+170 = ?3 
 1331 = ?3 
 ∴ ? = 11 
39. (b) 33 . × 33 . ÷ 33  = 33 × 33  
 337.8+1.2-5 = 33x+1 
 334=33x+1 
 ∴ 4 = x+1 
 x = 3 
40. (c)  85% of 420 + x% of 1080 = 735  
 420 × + × 1080 = 735 
 = 357 + 10.80x = 735  

 x = 35 
41.(e) Crimes is HP = 10545 + 3652 + 1224 + 

354+10128 
 =  25903 
 ∴ Average = = 5180.6 ≈ 5181 
 
42. (b) Stalking & Assault in UP = 85 + 125 = 

210 
 Theft & Criminal trespass in Haryana 
 = 257 + 263 = 520 
 Ratio =  210 : 520 
 = 21 : 52 
 
43. (c) Murders = 132 + 125 + 56 + 354+173 + 

764 + 261 + 252  = 2117 
 Theft = 265 + 216 + 53 + 1224 + 252 + 

675 + 257 + 278 = 3220 
 Average of Murders =  = 264.625 

 Average of theft = = 402.5 

 Approximate average = . .  = 
333.56  ≈ 334 

 
44. (b) Assaults & Murder in Bihar = 496 + 

132 = 628 
 Total Crimes in Bihar = 352 + 496 + 265 

+ 132 + 332 = 1577 
 Required % = × 100 = 39.82% 
 b) 39.82% 
 
45. (c) Various Crimes in Bihar = 1577 
 Various crimes in Rajasthan = 1432 
 Difference = 1577 – 1432 
 = 145 
46. (a) 
 Milk  Water 
 21 : 9 
 Let water added be x liter 
 ∴ =  
 60+2x = 45 + 5x  
 15 = 3x 
 x = 5 liter 
 
47. (a) 4m + 3w =  6 days 
 5m + 7w = 4days 
 (4m+3w)×6 = (5m+7w)×4 
 24m+18w=20m + 28w 
 4m = 10w 
 M : W 
 5 : 2 
 Total work (4(5)+3(2))×6 

 26×6 = 156 
 x(1(5)+1(2))= 156 
 x (7) = 156  
 x =   

 x = 22 days 
 
48. (c) A:B 
 5:7 

5 × 7
7 × =

1
2 

 70x = 7xy 
 y = = 10 months 
 
49. (d) Distance covered by John in 3 hours = 

30 × 3 = 90km 
 Remaining distance = 650 – 90 = 560 km  
 Both met each other at P after =

8 ℎ  
 Distance covered by M in 8 hours = 40 × 

8 = 320 km 
 
50. (b) Let no. of boys = x and girls be y.  
 Average weight of boys = 30kg 
 Average weight of girls = 20kg 
 Sum of boys weight = 30  
 Sum of Girls weight = 20y 
 Total sum = ( + ) 23.25 
 30 + 20 = 23.25x + 23.25y 
         :       y 
 3.25   :       6.75 
 13      :        27 
 
51. (b) + = 6 × 3 

 + = 8 × 2 

 = 2 
 D = 33km/h 
 + = 6 

 = 6− =  

 U =  

 Speed of men in still water =  = 
. = 19.25 /ℎ  

  
52. (d) Let initial price be 100 
 First increased = 20% 
 Then decreased = 25% 
 Final Price = × × 100 = 90  
 ∴ Overall 10% decrease 
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53. (a) Let the ages 10 years ago be (x-1), x 

and (x+1) years. 
 Therefore ,  (x-1)× x× (x+1) = 1320 
 x ³ -x = 1320  
 As, 10 ³ = 1000 and 11 ³ = 1331 are close 

to 1320, by trial and error, we find x =11.  
Hence their ages 10 year ago were 10, 11 
and 12 years. 

 Therefore,  their current ages will be 20, 
21 and 22 years.  

 Hence, the sum of their ages = 63 years  
 
54. (d) Let, A’s investment = 2x 
 B’s investment = 3x  
 C’s investment = 4x  
 Let, A’s profit = 4y  
 B’s profit = 3y  
 C’s profit = 2y  
 Let, Time of investment of A = a  
 Time of investment of B = b  
 Time of investment of C = c  
 According to problem, 
 ⇒ 2x × a = 4y  
 ⇒ a =   
 According to problem, 
 ⇒ 3x × b = 3y 
 ⇒ b =   
 According to problem, 
 ⇒ 4x × c = 2y  
 ⇒ c =   
 ∴ ratio of time for which the capital has 

been invested, 
 ⇒ a ∶b ∶ c  

⇒  
2

  ∶  ∶  2   

⇒ 2 ∶1 ∶ ½  
⇒ 4 ∶2 ∶ 1 

 
55.(b) Let the ages of Shyam and daughter 10 

years ago be 3x and x years respectively.  
Then, (3x + 10) + 10 = 2[(x + 10) + 10] 

 ⇒ 3x + 20 = 2x + 40 
 ⇒ x = 20. 
 ⇒ Required ratio = (3x + 10) : (x + 10) = 

70 : 30 = 7 : 3 
  
56.(a) 48, 23,           , 4.25, 1.125 
 − 1 = 23 . − 1 =4.25 

 − 1 = 10.5 . − 1 = 1.125  
57.(a) 

 
  

58.(a) 

 
   

59.(b) 

 
  

60. (b) 

  
61. (a) ? = × × 15 ÷ 30 

 ? = × × ×  
 ? = 338 
 
62. (a) (-251×21×-12) ÷ ? = 158.13 
 63252 ÷ ? =  
 ? ≈ 400 
 
63. (a) 182 – 142 + (2343.75+81.55) ÷ ?  = 299 
 324 – 196 + 2425 ÷ ? = 299  
  2425 ÷ ? = 299 – 128  
 ? = = 14 
 
64. (a) × 500 × ×? = 288 
 16 × 0.024 × ? = 288 
 ? ≈ 750 
 
65. (a) ? ≈ 45 - ×  
 ?  ≈ 45 – 20  
 ? ≈ 25   
66. (a) I. 16x + 28x + 12 = 0 

16x + 16x + 12x + 12 = 0 
 16x(x+1) +12(x+1) = 0 
 x = -1, −  

 II. 6y + 32y + 42 = 0 
6y + 18y + 14y + 42 = 0 

 6y(y+3)+14(y+3)=0 
 y = -3, −  
 ∴ x > y i.e. Quantity I > Quantity II 
 
67. (a) I. Cost of 6 apples = Rs. 5 
 S.P. of 5 apples = Rs. 6 
 S.P. of 6 apples. = Rs. 7.2 
 Profit % = . × 100 = 44% 

 II. C.P. of 1 apple = = Rs. 3.50 

 S.P. of 1 apple = = . 4 

 Profit % = .
.

× 100 = 14.28% 
 ∴ I > II 
 
68. (a) I. 2a + a− 1 = 0 

2a + 2a− a− 1 = 0 
 2a(a+1)-1(a+1) = 0 
 a = , -1 
 II. 12b − 17b + 6 = 0 

12b − 8b − 9b + 6 = 0 
 4b(3b-2) -3(3b-2) = 0 
 b = ,  
 ∴ a<b 
 
69. (e) I. a + 5a + 6 = 0 

a + 2a + 3a + 6 = 0 
 a(a+2)+3(a+2) = 0 
 a = -2, -3 
 II. b + 7b + 12 = 0 

b + 4b + 3b + 12 = 0 
 b(b+4)+3(b+4)=0 
 b = -3, -4 
 ∴ a ≥ b 
 
70. (e) I. a + 2a− 323 = 0 

a + 19a− 17a− 323 = 0 
 a(a+19) -17(a+19) = 0 
 a = 17, -19 
 II. 2b − 37b + 18 = 0 

2b − 36b − b + 18 = 0 
 2b(b-18)-1(b-18) = 0 
 b = , 18 
 ∴ No relation 
 
 

10.5 
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE BYTES 

1 Climate activist Greta Thunberg wins Sweden’s ‘alternative Nobel 
Prize’ 

2 _______wins SASTRA Ramanujan prize for 2019 Adam Harper 

3 India’s sprint legend _______honoured with Vetran Pin by IAAF in recognition of her 
contribution to sport PT Usha 

4 ________to be honoured with Dada Saheb Phalke award Amitabh Bachchan 
5 Vadodara house-wife crowned Mrs India 2019 Pooja Desai 
6 Visa appoints PV Sindhu as brand ambassador for two years 
7 NASA successfully launches 17-year-old Indian student’s satellite RamanSat 2 
8 An active mountain skier ________of Slovenia passes away Davo Karnica 
9 ‘Professor Ayushman ’comic book released by Ayush Ministry 
10  ______observed as Antyodaya Diwas 25th September 
11 World Pharmacist Day Is Celebrated On September 25 
12 __________ to be Maharashtra poll goodwill ambassador Madhuri Dixit 
13 IMF names Kristalina Georgieva as new head she replaced Christine Lagarde 
14 Mukesh Ambani Tops List Of Richest Indians By China’s Hurun For ______ 8th Straight Year 
15 Pankaj Advani-Aditya Mehta duo clinch World Team Snooker Title in Mandalay (Myanmar) 
16 SBI launches digital banking app Yono in UK 
17 India-US tri-services ‘Exercise Tiger Triumph ’scheduled for November in Visakhapatnam and Kakinada 
18 RBI imposes restrictions on PMC Bank; withdrawal restricted to Rs 1,000 per account. 

19 Infosys Ranked Third In Forbes ‘Best Regarded ’Companies List other on the list 1st Place – Visa, 2nd Place – 
Ferrari 

20 _______ has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic of Guinea 
Bissau Godavarthi Venkata Srinivas. 

21 Rawat beats Pakistan’s Asif to bag World 6 Reds title, Kamani wins silver in women’s 
event in Myanmar 

22 New book titled “India in the Persianate Age: 1000-1765” by professor and author Richard M Eaton 
23 Himanta Biswa Sarma Launched Housing & Education Loan Schemes in Assam 
24 PM Narendra Modi receives Global Goalkeeper Award for Swachh Bharat Mission 

25 ‘Girl Power: Indian Women Who Broke The Rules ’by Neha J Hiranandani on 50 indian 
women role models released ,Published by Scholastic India 

26 Govt launches ‘UMMID ’initiative to tackle inherited genetic diseases of Newborn Babies 
27 NRIs can now apply for Aadhaar on arrival without 182-day wait 

28 ______ says next Census in 2021 will be done digitally, proposes multipurpose ID card 
for NPR rollout Amit Shah 

29 SBI links all floating rate loans to repo from Oct 1 
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30 Lionel Messi and Megan Rapinoe named Fifa footballers of the year 
31 World Wrestling Championships India’s bags 5 medals 
32 Sonu Nigam bags Magnificent Performing Arts Award at 21st Century Icon Award in UK 
33 First Gauri Lankesh Memorial Award given to senior TV journalist Ravish Kumar 
34 Nilesh Shah elected as AMFI chairman 
35 International Day Of Sign Languages (IDSL) Observed On September 23, 2019 
36 Ayushman Bharat scheme completes one year of its launch Inauguration Date 23rd September 2018 
37 Former India opener and Kanga veteran Madhav Apte dies at 86 
38 New scheme introduced by Tamil Nadu’s Centre government for fishermen ‘Assistance for Deep Sea Fishing’ 
39 India can have a single multipurpose id card Amit Shah 

40 Anushka Sharma is the youngest, only Bollywood actor on Fortune India’s list of most 
powerful women 

41 Which state’s first all-women employee Post Office inaugurated Bihar. 
42 Delhi CM launches ‘champions campaign ’against dengue 
43 RBI approves reappointment of Shyam Srinivasan as Federal Bank CEO 

44 Daughters ’Day 2019 is celebrated globally to promote equality, raise awareness about 
crimes against girl child 22 September. 

45 Govt institutes Sardar Patel National Unity Award for contribution to unity, integrity of India 
46 Banks to Pay Rs 100 Penalty Per Day For Not Addressing Transaction Failures RBI 
47 Mukhya Mantri Seva Sankalp Helpline ‘1100 ’launched in Himachal Pradesh 
48 Saudi Arabia wins membership in IAEA Board of Governors 
49 _______ chosen as first recipient of newly instated international photography award Raghu Rai 
50 India’s first central police university to come up in Greater Noida 
51 Meghalaya School Beats Bangladesh School to Win Subroto Cup U-17 Category 

52 Secunderabad railway station gets CII-IGBC platinum rating 
Related 

53 Indian army conducts massive exercise near China border in Eastern Ladakh 

54 ______ wins two awards at Indian International Film Festival of Boston for Vikas 
Khanna’s The Last Color Neena Gupta 

55 IDBI Bank appoints Samuel Joseph as Deputy Managing Director he Replaced KP Nair 
56 Newly Discovered Giant Salamander Species Is ‘World’s Biggest Amphibian  Andriassligoi 
57 Former Tunisian president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali dies, aged 83 in Saudi Arabia 
58 Vice President releases book by journalist-parliamentarian Veerendra Kumar Himalayan Odyssey 
59 Alison Rose to become first female RBS chief executive he replaced Ross McEwan 
60 International Day of Peace is being celebrated on September 21 the theme  Climate Action for Peace 
61 Bajrang Punia, Ravi Dahiya seal Olympics berths by reaching semis at World Wrestling Championships 
62 India Slip to ___ in Latest FIFA Ranking, Belgium Maintain Top Spot 104th Spot 
63 India Post expands speed post service to six new foreign countries Asia, Europe and South America 
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64 Documentary film on Uttarakhand farmer nominated for Oscars 2020 Moti Bagh 

65 Super 30 Founder Anand Kumar Honoured With Prestigious Award In The US– The Education 
Excellence Award 2019 

66 SC gets four new judges taking total strength to highest-ever of 34 on  18th September 2019 
67 Fossil of 62-Million-Year-Old Ancient Seabird Discovered from New Zealand 
68 Vinesh Phogat wins maiden Wrestling World Championships medal in Kazakhstan 
69 Telangana government declares 2020 as Artificial Intelligence year 
70 Air Marshal RKS Bhadauria appointed as new Indian Air Force chief he replaced BS Dhanoa 
71 Union Minister Pralhad Joshi confers the National Geoscience Awards 
72 Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana crosses one crore beneficiaries Total Amount  Rs. 4,000 crores 
73 INS Khanderi submarine to be commissioned on September 28 
74 Rajnath Singh gives the nod for writing the history of India’s borders on 17th September 2019 
75 Coal Ministry enters into allotment agreement with WBPDCL 
76 Entrepreneur and author Kapil Pathare honoured with Doctorate in Business from Ballsbridge University 
77 Greater Noida to house country’s first central police varsity 
78 Sri Lanka unveils South Asia’s tallest tower in Colombo 
79 Ramkumar Ramamoorthy appointed CMD of Cognizant India 
80 Beijing unveils new ‘ice ’panda mascot to promote 2022 Winter Games named Bing Dwen Dwen 
81 Cancer survivor is first person to swim the Channel four times non-stop named Sarah Thomas 
82 Veteran Malayalam Actor Sathar Passes Away at 67 
83 State will set up a Swachh Bharat World University at Wardha Maharashtra 

84 Rajnath Singh flies in Tejas fighter jet, becomes ____ defence minister to fly in light 
combat aircraft First 

85 Allahabad Bank Board Approves Merger With Indian Bank 
86 Govt proposes ban on e-cigarettes, up to 3-year jail Rs 5 lakh fine for offenders 
87 Vinesh Phogat Is The First Indian Wrestler To Qualify For 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
88 Wipro Infrastructure and___  sign MoU BEML 

89 Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina receives Dr Kalam Smriti International 
Excellence Award 

90 ____ chosen as first recipient of newly instated international photography award Raghu Rai 
91 Anjali Singh has become India’s first female has joined the Indian Embassy in Russia as Deputy Air Attache. 
92 Air-to-air missile ____ test-fired from Sukhoi-30 MKI Astra 
93 Indian Air Force receives Spice-2000 ‘building blaster ’buster bombs from Israel 
94 Karolina Pliskova beats Petra Martic to win 15th WTA singles title of career in China 
95 Traditional Neermahal Jal Utsav concludes in Tripura 
96 _____ district of J&K organized the first women-only marathon against drug addiction Udhampur 
97 Congress veteran BJ Khatal Patil passes away at 100 on 16th September 2019 
98  ______ and Fridays for Future wins Amnesty’s highest human rights award Greta Thunberg 
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99 ADB president _____ resigns Takehiko Nakao  
100 ISRO inks MoUs with DRDO sign for Gaganyaan project 

101 RBL Bank and which company jointly launched the Samsung Pay for RBL Bank‘s 
Mastercard credit card customers Samsung India 

102 Which Indian bank declared to be the first bank in the country to deploy industrial robotic 
arms to count currency notes ICICI Bank  

103 Cabinet has approved recapitalization of which bank with a one-time infusion of funds by 
both Government and LIC IDBI Bank 

104 ECL Finance Ltd, a subsidiary of Edelweiss Financial Services, and Central Bank of 
India has signed an agreement for priority sector lending to 

Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprise (MSME) customers.  

105 
Employees‘ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) signed Memorandum of Agreement 
(MoA) with which bank for direct transfer of benefits electronically into bank accounts of 
all stakeholders 

State Bank of India  

106 The Cabinet has approved a capital infusion of Rs 4,557 crore into IDBI Bank.  

107 Which Indian IT company has won a 7-year contract worth $300 million from ICICI 
Bank Wipro  

108 Which Indian Organisation is to implement the idea to develop a mobile application with 
an aim to help the visually impaired people to identify currency notes Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

109 Punjab National Bank, a government-run put up for sale nearly a dozen Non Performing 
Assets (NPA) to recover dues of over Rs 1,234 crore 

110 SBI announced its which cut on its marginal cost of funds based lending rate by 10 basis 
points (bps) across all tenors fifth-rate cut 

111 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) backed which committee has recommended that Telangana's 
innovative model for start-ups should be assessed for possible replication in other states UK Sinha committee 

112 India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) rolled out Aadhaar enabled payment 
system (AePS) services.   

113 The Industrial Development Bank of India (IDBI Bank) and which  Credit Cards Services 
(LIC CSL), a wholly-owned subsidiary of LIC, will launch a co-branded credit card 

Life Insurance Corporation of 
India 

114 The World Bank will provide what amount of  assistance to finance mini and mega food 
parks across India Rs 3,000 crore  

115 In order to bring more transparency & address customer-centric issue, the Code for 
Responsible Lending (CRL) for the microcredit industry was jointly launched by 

Microfinance Institutions 
Network (MFIN)  

116 

Finance Minister of India Smt Nirmala Sitharaman notified that what percent Deducted at 
Source (TDS) on cash payments above Rs 1 crore made through Agricultural Produce 
Market Committees (APMCs) will be exempted and it is set to be effective from October 
1, 2019 

2% Tax  

117 

Which bank has extended the use of the Bharat Bill Payment System(BBPS) for all 
recurring(repetitive) payments such as school fees, insurance premiums and municipal 
taxes, Equated Monthly Installments (EMI) on a voluntary basis except for prepaid 
recharges to extend the scope and coverage of BBPS 

Reserve Bank of India(RBI) 

118 Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Labour and Employment 
Santosh Kumar Gangwar notified that over this number members of the Employees' 

6 crore 
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Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) will get 8.65% interest on deposits, which will be 
credited to the accounts, for 2018-19 after the approval from the Ministry of Finance 

119 
Which Payments Bank, a public limited company with its headquarters in New Delhi has 
launched "Bharosa" savings account services with the aim of deepening the financial 
inclusion in India 

Airtel Payments Bank 

120 
Which Indian firm the world's leader in digital payments technology and BillDesk, an 
Indian online payment gateway company have partnered for the launch of SI(standing 
instructions ) 

Hub which is a smooth and 
secure way to make recurring 
payments using cards with a one-
time enrollment- Visa Inc, 

121 
ZestMoney has partnered with which organisation, a fintech firm that provides payment 
technology to online merchants to offer cardless EMI (equated monthly installment) 
payment option to consumers 

PayU 

122 

The country‘s central Bank, Reserve Bank Of India(RBI) has directed which 
organisations to stop sharing the pattern of consumer‘s credit information held by credit 
information companies (CICs) with analytics firms , IT (Information Technology) 
companies, institutional agents and unregulated parties 

banks and non-banking finance 
companies (NBFCs) 

123 
According to the Handbook of Statistics on the Indian Economy 2018-19 released by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the aggregate savings deposits in the Indian private and 
public sector banks (PSBs) reached as on March 31, 2019 

Rs 39.72 lakh crore  

124 An Indian global telecommunications services company, Bharti Airtel has tied up with 
organisation to offer prepaid plan for its users along with insurance protection plan Bharti AXA Life Insurance 

125 
Paisalo Digital (Formerly known as S.E Investments Limited) has signed its second co-
origination of loan agreement with major public sector bank in India, with the aim to 
necessitate the joint contribution of credit flow by BoM and Paisalo Digital 

Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) 

126 The country‘s central bank, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has come out with a new 
order for operators regarding the failed transaction of customers Banks and payment system 

127 Following the recommendations of an expert committee headed by, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has revised the guidelines on concurrent audit system Y.H.Malegam 

128 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) increased the loan sanction limit for small exporters as 
priority sector lending (PSL) by banks to what amount per borrower from Rs 25 crore in 
order to boost credit to the export sector 

Rs 40 crore  

129 

In order to improve the risk management & ensure sufficient liquidity, the regulator for 
the securities market in India, which organisation has tightened the rules for mutual 
funds, in which it make it mandatory for liquid schemes to hold at least 20 % in liquid 
assets such as cash and cash equivalents like treasury bills and repo on government 
securities 

SEBI (Securities and Exchange 
Board of India)  

130 Which bank has signed a bancassurance agreement with Max Bupa to provide Max 
Bupa‘s suite of health insurance products to its customers Indian Bank 

131 Which state-owned bank has launched its Agri digital platform Baroda Kisan Bank of Baroda  

132 Private sector lender ICICI Bank is planning to open how many branches in the 
forthcoming financial year 450 branches 

133 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) barred the Punjab & Maharashtra Cooperative Bank 
Ltd (PMC Bank), Mumbai to carry out the majority of its routine business for 6 months 
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134 SBI Life Insurance has signed a corporate agency agreement with city-based Repco 

Home Finance Ltd to offer the company‘s range of products to RHFL customers 

135 
HDFC Bank in partnership with which organisation has launched a co-branded fuel card 
for users from non-metro cities and towns which will be available on both RuPay and 
Visa platforms 

Indian Oil 

136 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) increased the withdrawal limit for Punjab and 
Maharashtra Co-operative Bank (PMC) depositors to Rs.10,000 

137 The Union Minister of State for Culture and Tourism (Independent Charge), inaugurated 
the exhibition of India Tourism Mart (ITM) 2019 in New Delhi 

138 World University of Design (WUD) hosted Global Goals Jam 3.0.  

139 Which bank topped the WPP-Kantar BrandZ Top 75 Most Valuable Indian Brands 
ranking for the sixth time in a row HDFC Bank  

140 Which railways has installed a polyethylene terephthalate (PET) bottle crushing machine 
in Mumbai Rajdhani Express for the first time ever The Western Railway 

141 Central Board of Direct Tax (CBDT) has set up the National e-Assessment Centre 
(NeAC) in Delhi.  

142 
The union government launched what to provide advance information about steel imports 
to various stakeholders including producers and importers to have effective policy 
interventions 

steel import monitoring system 
(SIMS)  

143 
Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers Shri Sadananda Gowda inaugurated the Annual 
Health Conference Pharma Med HD 2019 transforming the perception of Indian 
HealthCare Industry 

New Delhi 

144 India Post expanded speed post service to six new foreign destinations in Asia, Europe and South America 
145 Under Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India has taken an initiative to develop National Water Museum 

146 Union Human Resource Development Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank ‘
launched several initiatives of All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) in New Delhi 

147 IBM aims to train how many from ITIs across India 10,000 faculty members 

148 The Delhi Cabinet chaired by the Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has approved the state 
government's proposal to pay the CBSE examination fees for class 10 and 12 students of its schools.  

149 
The Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) of the Ministry 
of Social Justice and Empowerment has unveiled a Management Information System 
(MIS) for stakeholders of 

Accessible India Campaign 
(AIC).  

150 Which division of the Central Railway recovered Rs 7.88 crore fine from passengers 
travelling without tickets in last five months The Pune  

151 Department of Telecom has approved multiple projects worth over Rs 8,500 crore.  

152 Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) has partnered with, 
a mobility platform, to extend the welfare to its drivers Ola  

153 Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Mongolian President H.E. Mr. Khaltmaagiin 
Battulga jointly unveiled a statue of 

Lord Buddha and his two 
disciples.  

154 Nasscom‘s Data Security Council of India (DSCI) collaborated with the electronics and 
IT ministry (MeitY) and Google India to launch a nationwide awareness campaign 

Digital Payment Abhiyan‘.  
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155 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Coalition for Disaster Resilient 
Infrastructure (CDRI) at the United Nations Secretary-General (UNSG) Climate Action 
Summit which is being held in 

New York. 

156 The government launched a multilingual app-based service CHC Farm Machinery for Custom Hiring Centres (CHCs) 

157 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will formally declare India as Open Defecation Free -
ODF on 2nd October during a function to be held in Ahmedabad 

158 Dr Harsh Vardhan said that India is committed to eradicate TB before 2025 

159 The Centre has instituted the highest civilian award for contribution to the unity and 
integrity of India, in the name of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.  

160 Centre launched the new Tuberculosis (TB) Harega Desh Jeetega Campaign on 25 September 

161 The President of India Ramnath Kovind unveiled the first Indigenous High-Temperature 
Fuel Cell System 

162 Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti, GoI 
launched the 10 Year Rural Sanitation Strategy (2019-2029)  

163 Which station in West Bengal became the 5000th railway station in the country to be Wi-
Fi enabled Midnapore 

164 
India handed over a new school building costing Rs. 2.41 crores to which country that 
would boost the learning environment of students from the marginalized sections in the 
Himalayan nation 

Nepal government  

165 Union Minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the Delhi-Meerut Expressway phase-3, built at 
a cost of Rs 1,058 crores 

166 The deadline to link permanent account number (PAN) with Aadhaar has been extended 
by three months till 31st of December 

167 
Union Health Minister Shri Harsh Vardhan launched mass media campaign POSHAN 
Maah (nutrition campaign) 2019 to promote the ―eat right India movement (launched 
10th July 2018) to improve public health and combat 

negative nutritional trends 

168 
In a bid to strengthen the Indian Air Force (IAF), the central government has approved 
the procurement of 6 squadrons of indigenous Akash Air Defense missile for the Air 
Force at a cost of 

Rs 5,000 crore. 

169 
Women and Child Development and Textiles Minister notified that the Sex Ratio at Birth 
(SRB) incresed by 13 points nationally since the implementation of the Beti Bachao- Beti 
Padhao (BBBP) programme from 918 in 2014-15 to 931 in 2018-19 

Smriti Irani 

170 The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind has inaugurated the National Youth 
Summit 2019 held in New Delhi.  

171 A two-day long Western Air Command, Commanders ‘Conference 2019 was held in 
New Delhi. 

Air Chief Marshal Birender 
Singh Dhanoa was the chief guest 
of the Conference 

172 According to the Sample Registration Survey (SRS) for 2013-17 released by the 
Registrar General of India, the overall life expectancy at birth in India improved to 

69 years from 68.7 years in 2012-
16.  

173 
The Government of India (GoI) announced humanitarian assistance of $1 million as 
immediate disaster relief to help people in The Bahamas affected by Hurricane (tropical 
cyclone) 

Dorian which has caused large 
scale destruction.  
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174 The union minister for environment, forest and climate change Shri Prakash Javadekar 

(also Information & Broadcasting minister) flagged off a bus named 

Jaldoot‖ in Pune, Maharashtra 
which showcases the importance 
of water conservation.  

175 

Shri Prakash Javadekar, Minister of Information and Broadcasting and Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change has inaugurated the renovated Jayakar bungalow (a famous 
heritage building of Pune) at National Film Archive of India (NFAI)in Pune, 
Maharashtra. The bungalow has been renovated with an outlay of 

3 crore rupees.  

176 
Marcin Przydacz, the deputy foreign minister of Poland unveiled a memorial pillar in 
Valivade in Kolhapur district of Maharashtra in memory of the 5000 polish refugee 
families that settled in Valivade during World War II (WWII) 

80 years ago.  

177 
India will conduct a two-week special training programme (STP) for 32-member 
delegation (70% of delegates are women officials) of Maldivian Civil Servants at the 
Mussoorie (Uttarakhand) and New Delhi 

from 16 – 28 September 2019.  

178 
The group of ministers of Good and Service Tax Network (GSTN) headed by Sushil 
Kumar Modi (Bihar deputy chief minister) notified that all the new dealers will have to 
mandatorily make Aadhaar verification or physical verification from 

January 1, 2020.  

179 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal launched which campaign to fight dengue and urged 
citizens to become champions ‘and encourage 10 friends to check their homes for 
mosquito larvae 

Champions Campaign 

180 Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar said a statue of former Union Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley would be installed in Patna.  

181 The West Bengal State Assembly passed West Bengal (Prevention of Lynching) Bill, 
2019.  

182 The Uttarakhand government has determined to set up a Special Tiger Force for Jim Corbett Tiger Reserve.  

183 Which state government has announced a ban on wearing jeans and T-shirts within the 
state secretariat Bihar government  

184 The Odisha police started a separate cell to deal with all cases of crime against Women 

185 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi yesterday inaugurated the Garvi Gujarat Bhavan in New 
Delhi. The new building situated at Akbar Road in the national capital has been built at a 
cost of around 131 crore rupees by the 

Gujarat Government 

186 The much-awaited day, Nuakahi, for the people of western Odisha districts came today 
with much pomp and gaiety 

187 Haryana Government has announced a waiver on interest and penalty on crop loans 4,750 crore rupees 

188 Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has announced that a police academy of 
international standards will be set up very soon in Lucknow 

189 

Which state government launched a new health insurance scheme called Ayushman 
Bharat-Mahatma Gandhi Rajasthan Swasthya Bima Yojna (AB-MGRSBY) by 
integrating the Bhamashah Health Insurance Scheme(BSBY) of the State Government 
and Ayushman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojna Scheme(AB-PMJAY) of the 
Central Government 

Rajasthan state government 

190 Jammu and Kashmir government is planning to supply piped water to each and every 
household in the state by 2022 
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191 Team which defeated Chelsea in the finals to won the UEFA Super Cup held in Istanbul Liverpool  

192 The Inter-State Council is mandated to investigate and advise on disputes between states. 
Who is the chairman of the Inter-State Council Prime Minister 

193 Name the Indian wrestler who won the gold medal at the Junior World Championships 
held in Talinn, Estonia and hence become the 1st Indian in 18 years to win the title Deepak Punia  

194 Director of National Institute of Health and Family Welfare by the appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet, headed by Prime Minister Harshad Pandurang Thakur  

195 National Tribal Festival “Aadi Mahotsav” has begun in .................... with the theme “A 
celebration of the spirit of Tribal Craft, Culture and Commerce” Leh-Ladakh  

196 Name the Australian player who has become the 1st Concussion Substitute player in the 
history of International cricket Marnus Labuschagne  

197 Name the place where the 5th meeting of India-Nepal Joint Commission will be hosted Kathmandu 

198 President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated underground Bunker Museum in which visitors 
can “time travel” to the 19th century, at Raj Bhavan, in Mumbai  

199 Theme for World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought 2019 (Jun 17) Let’s Grow the Future Together 
200 IAF's code name for Balakot airstrike Operation Bandar 

201 
According to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
World Investment Report 2019, India received foreign direct investments (FDI) in 2018 
worth 

USD 42 billion 

202 Newly established two highest weather stations in the world at Mount Everest 

203 Country that has failed to complete 25 of the 27 requirements demanded by the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) to curb terror funding Pakistan 

204 The International Arbitration Center (IAC) will be set up in New Delhi 
205 Miss India 2019 Suman Rao 

206 Second player to play highest number of ODI matches for India Mahendra Singh Dhoni (341) 
(first Sachin Tendulkar) 

207 State government that has decided to set up the first 'Skill University' Assam (Darang District) 

208 Two female scientists to head India’s Chandrayaan-2 mission, named 
Ritu Karidhal (as mission 
director) and Muthayya Vanitha 
(as project director) 

209 Lower assembly of Parliament of India Lok Sabha 
210 World sickle cell day June 19 
211 As per Fitch’s Global Economic Outlook 2019, India's growth forecast for FY 19-20 6.6% 

212 Scientists from Louisiana State University have predicted that this spring’s record rainfall 
would produce one of the largest-ever “dead zones” in Gulf of Mexico 

213 Facebook’s new cryptocurrency Libra 
214 New speaker of 17th Lok Sabha Om Birla 
215 Batsman who score fastest 11,000 runs Virat Kohli (230 matches) 

216 State government that is planning to introduce a Quick Response (QR) code based 
common mobility card enabling citizens to travel across multiple modes across the state Telangana 
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217 According to the World Organization of Animal Health (OIE), out of the five new human 

diseases appearing every year, three originate in Animals 

218 As per Indian Constitution, maximum number of Lok Sabha members 552 
219 Theme for International Day of Yoga 2019 (21 June) Yoga for Heart 

220 
As per Knight Frank’s report, Capital investment in commercial real estate by Indian 
investors in overseas markets between the first quarter of 2018 and first quarter of 2019 
soared by 

92% to $700 million (around Rs. 
4,893 crore) 

221 To restore degraded forest landscapes in these five states over the next 42 months, India 
has launched a pilot project in 

Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Nagaland and 
Karnataka. 

222 India and Myanmar have launched joint operations along the border targeting camps of 
insurgent groups operating in North East under Operation Sunrise 

223 India‟s first regional rapid transit system (RRTS) will be integrated with other modes of 
local transport systems in Delhi. 

224 An Indian-origin person who considered as the pioneer of the Islamic movement in South 
Africa, died on June 19 Shawkat Ali Thokan 

225 Winner of the singles at the WTA Nottingham Open 2019 Women's Grasscourt Tennis 
Championship Caroline Garcia (France). 

226 Maharashtra government’s new scheme, which will create 10 lakh jobs in the next five 
years 

Chief Minister's Employment 
Generation Programme for 
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) 

227 A tool launched by World Health Organization (WHO) for safer use of antibiotics to curb 
resistance AWaRe 

228 First Lok Sabha April 17, 1952 
229 World Humanist Day June 21 

230 
Country that will overtake China to become the world’s most populous country in just 
eight years, as per the UN report titled “The World Population Prospects 2019: 
Highlights” 

India. 

231 
Which rating agency has terminated the employment of its Managing Director and group 
Chief Executive Officer Naresh Takkar over allegations of misconduct at the credit rating 
agency 

ICRA Ltd  

232 . Name the Indian shooter who has won the gold medal in the men’s 10m air pistol event 
of the World Cup at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil Abhishek Verma  

233 Cabinet of which state has cleared the “vertical property rules” to create a database of all 
flats, buildings and commercial complexes to prevent property-related frauds in the state Maharashtra  

234 Which airline has announced the ban on the usage of single-use plastic aboard its flights 
from October 2, 2019 Air India 

235 
The 2 well-known products from _________, "Dindigul Lock" and "Kandangi Saree" 
have been given the Geographical Indication (GI) tag by the Geographical Indications 
Registry 

Tamil Nadu  

236 Union Cabinet has allowed 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) via automatic route in Coal  
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__________ Mining and contract manufacturing 

237 Name the movement launched by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the occasion of 
National Sports Day Fit India Movement 

238 
India Meteorological Department (IMD) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the _________ to hand over Cyclone Detection Radar (CDR) building to the 
forces for meteorological purposes 

Indian Navy  

239 Who has been recently appointed as India’s Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates by 
the Ministry of External Affairs Pavan Kapoor  

240 
On which day United Nations observes International Day Against Nuclear Tests every 
year to increase awareness and education about the effects of nuclear weapon test 
explosions 

29 August 

241 
Public sector Bank, Canara Bank has launched India’s first OTP facility for ATM 
withdrawals. The bank will activate OTP facility for cash withdrawals of ________ or 
more in a day 

Rs 10,000  

242 Name the Naval war hero and Kirti Chakra awardee who passed away recently Commander Noel Kelman  

243 Name the mobile app which was launched to help para-athletes to look up accessible 
places in Tokyo during their visit to the city for the 2020 Paralympics Games. Answer IndTokyo 

244 Name the Indian documentary film which has won the award in the ‘Under 30 minute’ 
category, at the 14th edition of the ‘We Care Film Festival on Disability Issues’.  I’m Jeeja  

245 Indian Bank has opened MSME CPC in Chennai. It will give a boost to the bank’s 
MSME portfolio. CPC stands for Centralised Processing Centre 

246 Name the healthcare company which has been ordered to pay $572 million for Opioid 
addiction crisis in US. Johnson & Johnson  

247 An Indo-Israel joint venture’s “Astra Rafael Communication System” was recently 
inaugurated in _________ Hyderabad  

248 Delhi's Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium to be renamed as _____________ stadium Arun Jaitley  

249 Which company has launched a program under which it will train 5000 government 
employees over the next year on AI (artificial intelligence) and cloud computing skills Microsoft India  

250 Which team has defeated Mohun Bagan by 2-1 in the finals to win the 129th Durand Cup Gokulam Kerala FC  

251 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the RuPay card in ________, making it the 
first country in the Middle East to launch the Indian indigenous system of electronic 
payment 

The UAE  

252 Name the India’s first woman Director General of Police (DGP) who passed away 
recently. 

Kanchan Chaudhary 
Bhattacharya 

253 The 4th edition of India’s largest confluence of digital technology, the Internet of Things 
(IoT) India Congress 2019 was held in __________ Bengaluru  

254 Name the first artificial intelligence chip recently launched by Intel, specially designed 
for large computing centres Springhill 

255 The Reserve Bank of India has approved the transfer of record __________ crore 
dividend and surplus reserves to the government Rs 1.76 lakh  

256 The Central Vigilance Commission has constituted a 4- member Advisory Board for Sharad Kumar 
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Banking Frauds. Who is the present Commissioner of Central Vigilance Commission 

257 
Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan launched heritage postal stamp of Bandra station in 
Mumbai, Maharashtra on the completion of 150 years of the railway station. Who is the 
chief minister of Maharashtra 

Devendra Fadnavis  

258 The National Centre for Avian Ecotoxicology was inaugurated at Salim Ali Centre for 
Ornithology and Natural Sciences (SACON) located in ____________ Tamil Nadu  

259 45th G7 Summit will be held in ___________, France Biarritz  

260 Which bank has launched a co-branded credit card in association with Standard Chartered 
bank Bandhan Bank  

261 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched redevelopment project of the 200-year-old 
Sri Krishna temple in ___________, Bahrain Manama  

262 FSSAI’s National Food Laboratory (NFL) has been inaugurated in ___________ on the 
occasion of 13th anniversary of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 Ghaziabad  

263 Who will be conferred with the ‘Eminent Engineer Award for the Year 2019’ on the 
occasion of ‘Engineers Day’ Prabhakar Singh 

264 The 597-ft tall ‘Statue of Unity’ in Gujarat and Mumbai’s Soho House have been 
featured by the _______ magazine in its second annual list of the 2019 Time Magazine 

265 NASA announced that it has named rock on Mars in honour of the iconic English band, 
_______ The Rolling Stones 

266 ________launched the world’s first floating nuclear reactor. The vessel weighs 21,000 
tons and has two reactors with a capacity of 35 megawatts each Russia  

267 
_______ and World Wildlife Fund (WWF) India have partnered with the Forest 
Directorate, the government of West Bengal and local communities to preserve 
Sundarbans 

Discovery India  

268 Who has been appointed as the new Union Home Secretary by Appointments Committee 
of the cabinet headed by Prime Minister Ajay Kumar Bhalla  

269 Name the bollywood actor who has made it to the 4th position on the Forbes magazine’s 
World’s HighestPaid Actors of 2019 Akshay Kumar  

270 Name the life-size humanoid robot recently launched by Russia into space. The robot 
stands 1.80 metres tall and weighs 160 kg Fedor 

271 Name the former Indian cricketer who has been appointed as team India’s new batting 
coach Vikram Rathour  

272 
On which day United Nations observes “International Day for the Remembrance of the 
Slave Trade and its Abolition” every year to inscribe the tragedy of the slave trade in the 
memory of all peoples 

23 August  

273 United Nations observes International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims 
of Terrorism every year. Who is the Secretary General of the United Nations Antonio Guterres 

274 Who is the Chief Executive Officer of Amazon Jeff Bezos 

275 
The Reserve Bank of India has permitted processing of e-mandate on credit and debit 
cards for recurring transactions (merchant payments). The maximum limit for such a 
transaction will be __________ 

Rs 2,000  
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276 

Name the training programme which was launched recently to improve Learning 
Outcomes at the Elementary level across the country and motivate the teachers to 
encourage and foster critical thinking in students 

NISHTHA  

277 On which day United Nations observes “International Day Commemorating the Victims 
of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or Belief” every year 22 August  

278 Who has been appointed as the Cabinet Secretary by Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet? Rajiv Gauba 

279 On which day United Nations observes International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to 
the Victims of Terrorism every year 21 August  

280 Name an initiative under which a group of armed forces veterans train sports enthusiasts 
in survival training and self-defence. It was recently launched in Delhi Blue Freedom 

281 
Name an academic programme recently launched by Maharashtra’s Tribal Development 
Department in association with the Pace Educational Trust for young tribal students 
aspiring to be doctors and engineers 

Super 50 

282 On which day World Photography Day is being celebrated to make people communicate 
their feelings and express themselves through the art of photography 19 August 

283 Name the Indian-American teen who has won the South Asian Spelling Bee competition 
2019 and a cash prize of $3,000 Navneeth Murali 

284 Name the former Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh who passed away recently. He 
served as the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh from August 2004 to November 2005 Babulal Gaur 

285 
Which company has announced a strategic partnership with the Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc) to conduct advanced applied research in autonomous systems, robotics and 
5G 

Wipro Ltd. 

286 Name the Indian para swimmer who has become the first Asian swimmer to cross the 
Catalina Channel of America Satendra Singh Lohia  

287 Name the present Chief of Army Staff of Pakistan whose tenure has been extended for 3 
years by the Pakistan's Prime Minister Office General Qamar Javed Bajwa  

288 The Union Home Ministry has fixed the retirement age of all Central Armed Police Force 
personnel at __________ 60 years  

289 In which state, India’s first Central Institute of Chemical Engineering & Technology will 
be set up to facilitate the chemical industry with research and innovations Gujarat  

290 Which state government has notified Nictoine as “Class A poison” to strengthen 
enforcement of the ban on production and sale of electronic cigarettes Karnataka 

291 Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India has launched a new term insurance plan called  Jeevan Amar 
292 The State Bank of India (SBI) has reduced its landing rates to 15 basis points 

293 Who has launched new cyber insurance scheme for the customers, to safeguard their 
online bank account or of ATM fraud SBI General Insurance 

294 Global payment and technology company launched an Identity Check Express solution Mastercard 
295 Traders body Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT) has launched an initiative Digi Vyapari-Safal Vyapari 

296 According to National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), Aadhaar enabled Payment 
System (AePS) has crossedthe milestone transactions during July 2019 Over 220 million (22 crores) 
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297 Senior advocate and former Additional Solicitor General passed away Amarendra Sharan 
298 The 77th anniversary of the August Kranti Din, was observed all across the country on 8th August 2019 
299 World Biofuel Day is observed every year on 10th August 

300 Who has been appointed as Chairman and managing director (MD) of the State-owned 
Power Grid Corporation of India Kandikuppa Sreekant 

301 Union HRD Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ has launched a drive to create 
awareness about WaterConservation among all school Children in the country Samagra Shiksha-Jal Suraksha 

302 The e-version of Rozgar Samachar has been launched recently by Shri Prakash Javadekar 

303 Under the second phase of FAME India scheme, The Union Government has sanctioned 
electric buses in 64 cities forintracity and intercity operations 5595 

304 Home Minister Amit Shah has released a book titled Listening, Learning & Leading. 

305 The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has increased the fees (from Rs 50 to 
Rs 1,200) of Class 10th and 12thboard examinations for SC and ST students 

306 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Dynamic Facade Lighting of the Parliament House Estate 

307 The Indian Army has launched a mission in Jammu to ensure necessities and essential 
services are available in theregion Mission Reach Out 

308 Jammu and Kashmir government will host a three-day Global Investors Summit 2019 in Srinagar. 

309 India has contributed one million US Dollars to the United Nations Special Purpose Trust 
Fund for the ResidentCoordinator System 

310 An expedition team of mountaineers were flagged off by Union Minister of State for 
Defense Shripad Yesso Naik to Mount Elbrus, Russia 

311 Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu has launched the Jharkhand government’s  Mukhya Mantri Krishi Ashirwad 
Yojana 

312 Thousands of students and members of several social organizations unfurled a 15-km 
long national flag by forming ahuman chain in Raipur, Chhattisgarh 

313 Karnataka Government has launched an initiative to empower student start-ups E-Step 

314 West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has inaugurated the world’s first museum 
in Kolkata on Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 

315 American carrier rocket Falcon 9 lifts off successfully the Israeli communication satellite 
into the orbit AMOS-17 

316 India and Bangladesh have agreed to set up a Joint Technical committee for optimum 
utilization of Ganges water 

317 Who has created the world's thinnest gold measuring just two atoms thick or million 
times thinner than a fingernail University of Leeds Scientists 

318 Indian Railways has cancelled train after Pakistan suspended operations on its side Samjhauta Express 
319 India and Russia to boost ties to achieve USD 30 billion bilateral trade by 2025 

320 A team of researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati (IIT-G) has 
developed a portable device to detectbacteria without Microbiological assays 

321 President Ram Nath Kovind conferred country's highest civilian award Bharat Ratna Pranab Mukherjee, 
BhupenHazarika & Nanaji 



 

 
<< 78 >> | IBS QUEST | JANUARY, 2020 

 

           Quest IBS 
Deshmukh 

322 The policy think tank of the government of India has launched the Fourth Edition of 
Women Transforming India (WTI)Awards NITI Aayog 

323 Indian Air Force's (IAF) Wing Commander has been honoured with Vir Chakra Abhinandan Varthaman 
324 The first Indian chef has been awarded the Chevalier de l’Ordre du Mrite Agricoleto Priyam Chatterjee 

325 Who have been selected for the upcoming women’s world boxing championships to be 
held in Russia 

M C Mary Kom& Lovlina 
Borgohain 

326 As per Forbes list of the highest-paid female athletes 2019, Who has topped in the annual 
list for a 4th the consecutive year Serena Williams 

327 Indian junior shuttlers have won six medals (gold-3, silver-1 and bronze-2) at the 
Bulgarian Junior International Championships in Pazardzhik, Bulgaria 

328 Who clinched the Men's Singles title in the Hyderabad Open Badminton title Sourabh Verma 
329 India’s top wrestler has won the gold medal at Tbilisi Grand Prix in Georgia  Bajrang Punia 

330 Who has become the first Indian to claim a world title in motorsports in women’s 
category Aishwarya Pissay 

331 Who has become the second highest run getter for Indian in ODI Virat Kohli 
332 Spanish professional tennis player has won the Men’s single Rogers Open Rafael Nadal 
333 The Postal Department has decided to convert the India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) into Small finance bank (SFB) 

334 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a penalty ranging between one to two crore 
rupees on Seven publicsector banks 

335 Who has become the 1st Indian bank to link up with China's National Advance Payment 
System SBI 

336 India contributed to the UN Palestine refugee agency and called for ensuring sustained 
fiscal support for the organization work USD 5 million 

337 The founder of cafe chain Cafe Coffee Day (CCD) has passed away V G Siddhartha 
338 Veteran Gujarati journalist, author and columnist passed away in Mumbai Kanti Bhatt 

339 Veteran BJP leader and former External Affairs Minister passed away in New Delhi after 
suffering a massive cardiacarrest Sushma Swaraj 

340 Freedom fighter and the designer of the flag on which the Indian national flag was based 
was born on this day in 1876,near Machilipatnam in Andhra Pradesh Pingali Venkaiah 

341 The “Aadi Perukku” festival (or Aadi monsoon festival) was celebrated in Tamil Nadu 
342 Japan marked the 74th anniversary (6th August) of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima 

343 The Women and Child Development Ministry are observing the World Breastfeeding 
Week on 1-7th August 

344 Who has been unanimously elected as the Speaker of the Karnataka Legislative 
Assembly Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri 

345 Who has been nominated as a Director on the Central Board of Directors of Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) AtanuChakraborty 

346 The 22nd National Conference on e-Governance 2019 will be held at Shillong 
347 Former Intelligence Bureau officer was sworn in as the Governor of Nagaland R N Ravi 
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348 Who has been sworn in as the Governor of West Bengal (28th) Mr Jagdeep Dhankar 

349 Who has been appointed as interim CEO (Chief Executive Officer) and Director of 
HSBC Noel Quinn 

350 Who has assumed charge as Managing Director (MD) and Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of LIC Housing Finance (LICHFL) Siddhartha Mohanty 

351 Congress Rajya Sabha MP resigned from the membership of the House Bhubaneshwar Kalita 

352 Who has become new Managing Director (MD) and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 
Mindtree Ltd. S.N. 

353 Subrahmanyan.Culture and Tourism Minister Mr Prahlad Singh Patel has flagged off 
mobile library bus service in New Delhi 

354 The Union Government has launched the One Nation-One Ration Card scheme on a pilot 
basis in 

Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Gujarat 

355 Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has announced free electricity for people 
consuming up to 200 units under adomestic connection from 1st August 2019 

356 The Union Cabinet has given nod to the setting up of ISRO Technical Liaison Unit 
(ITLU) at Moscow, Russia 

357 Human Resources Development (HRD) Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank has 
inaugurated the Technology Expo at IIT Delhi 

358 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has released the first set of pictures of the 
earth, captured by Chandrayaan-2 

359 India successfully test-fired its all-weather tracked-chassis Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air 
Missile (QR-SAM) from 

Integrated Test Range at 
Chandipur, Odisha 

360 The 3rd edition of India’s largest education brainstorming event ScooNews Global 
Educators Fest (SGEF) held in Udaipur 

361 The Ministry of Culture and Tourism Minister has celebrated the Lalit Kala Akademi’s 
65th Foundation Day in NewDelhi 

362 ISRO Chairman K Sivan laid the foundation stone for Space Situational Awareness 
Control Centre at Peenya in Bengaluru 

363 State Government has launched an awareness campaign for preserving the greenery and 
keeping the environment clean West Bengal 

364 Who has constructed the first-ever transport tunnel in the country which will pass through 
underwater KolkataMetro 

365 Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has launched a welfare scheme for the girl child 
Vhali Dikri Yojna 

366 The Union Government has approved a project worth Rs. 4,900-crore Kosi-Mechi river 
interlinking project in Bihar 

367 Foreign Ministers from South East Asia has attended the 52nd ASEAN summit in Bangkok, Thailand 

368 India is among 48 countries whose citizens have been exempted from visa fees for 
tourism purposes by the SriLankan government 

369 Who will allow women to obtain passports and travel abroad without approval from a 
male "guardian" Saudi Arab 
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370 The World Skills International Competition 2019 (Olympics for Skills) will be held in Kazan, Russia 
371 The 4th South Asian Speaker’s Summit will be held in Male, Maldives 

372 The Deep Ocean Mission (DOM) led by the Union Earth Sciences Ministry will 
commence from 31st October 2019 

373 The US will impose an additional 10% tariff on 300 billion US Dollars in Chinese imports 

374 Who banned face-covering cloth (burqa or niqab) in public buildings and on transport as 
a contentious law on the garment came into force the Netherland 

375 Who has been conferred with the East Bengal's highest honor, ‘Bharat Gaurav’ Kapil Dev 

376 UK's capital has been named as the world's best city for students for the second 
consecutive year London 

377 According to the World Bank’s Report, who has been pushed to the 7th place in the 
global GDP rankings in 2018 India 

378 India’s TV journalists has won the ‘Magsaysay award 2019’ for his news show ‘Prime 
Time’ Ravish Kumar 

379 Indian statue has been shortlisted for 'The Structural Awards 2019' of the UK-based 
Institution of Structural Engineers (IStructE) Statue of Unity 

380 India cricketer and Andhra Pradesh Ranji team skipper has announced retirement from all 
forms of the game Venugopal Rao 

381 Who has clinched Gold medal in Men's Rifle 3 Positions (3P) at 12th Sardar Sajjan Singh 
Sethi Memorial Masters competition Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar 

382 Who became the first Indian pair to win a BWF Super 500 badminton tournament in 
Bangkok, Thailand  

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and 
Chirag Shetty 

383 Who has won the gold medal in women's 53kg category of the Poland Open wrestling 
tournament in Warsaw Vinesh Phogat 

384 British racing driver has won the Formula 1, Hungarian Grand Prix 2019 Lewis Hamilton 

385 India's opening batsman has become the batsman with the most- number of sixes in the 
T20I format Rohit Sharma 

386 Australia’s player has won the ATP Washington Open title Nick Kyrgios 
387 Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflow has increased during the year 2018-19 USD 64.38 billion 
388 The GST Council has decided to reduce GST Rate on Electrical Vehicles from 12% to 5% 

389 Who has liberalized the end-use stipulations for the External Commercial Borrowings 
both for corporates as well asliquidity starved non-banking lenders Reserve Bank of India 

390 Who has approved the cumulative penalty of Rs 3,050 crore on Bharti Airtel and 
Vodafone Idea 

DigitalCommunications 
Commission (DCC) 

391 
Which country lifted 271 million people out of poverty between 2006 and 2016, 
recording the fastestr eductions in the multi dimensional poverty index values during the 
period 

INDIA 

392 Which organisation’s board has finalized a three- year roadmap named Utkarsh 2022 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
393 PAN not linked to Aadhaar card will become invalid from 1st September 2019 
394 Who has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with BRICS of Commerce and Bharat Chamber of Commerce 
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Industry for promoting tradeand investments between BRICS countries and eastern part 
of India 

(BCC) 

395 World Population Day is observed across the world every year on 11th July 
396 Who was sworn in as the Prime Minister of Greece Kyriakos Mitsotakis 

397 Which Senior IAS officer has been appointed full-time head of aviation regulator 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) Mr. Arun Kumar 

398 Who has been appointed as the Director General (DG) of Fire Services, Civil Defence 
and Home Guard till 31st July2020 M Nageswar Rao 

399 Who has been appointed as Secretary, (consular, passport, visa and Overseas Indian 
Affairs) in the External AffairsMinistry Vikas Swarup 

400 Which city in Rajasthan made its entry into the 39th UNESCO World Heritage Site list Jaipur 

401 Border Security Force (BSF) has launched massive exercise code to fortify the 'anti-
infiltration grid' along the Pakistanborder in Punjab and Jammu named Sudarshan 

402 Two new heavy-lift Chinook helicopters for IAF arrive in Gujarat 

403 Which organication has launched an All India Drive “Operation Thirst” to crack down 
selling of unauthorized Packaged Drinking Water RPF (Railway Protection Force) 

404 DRDO successfully tests armour-piercing Nag missiles at Pokhran range 

405 Parliament (The Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha) has adopted a statutory resolution for levying 
200% duty on all goods originating in or exported from Pakistan 

406 Asia’s first Six Sigma Institute of Mountain Medicines and High-Altitude Rescue will be 
established at Rudraprayag, Uttarakhand 

407 The 5th India-EU High-Level Dialogue on Migration and Mobility was held in New Delhi 
408 India and US trade negotiators will hold talks to discuss bilateral and economic issues in? New Delhi 
409 Which state Govt. will develop over three hundred tourist spots Assam 
410 The annual Bonalu festival kicked off in the city at the historic Golconda Fort of Hyderabad 
411 Delhi Police reunited 333 children with their families this year under Operation Milap 

412 The Delhi government has announced that the Rajghat thermal power plant will be 
officially shut and turned into Solar park 

413 According to the latest Henley Passport Index 2019, which countries have ranked on top Japan and Singapore 

414 Who has become the fifth country according to World Health Organisation (WHO) 
Southeast Asia region to eliminatemeasles Sri Lanka 

415 Who will host the 14th Conference of the Parties (COP) India 
416 World’s Largest Movable Metal Dome was Unveiled in Ukraine 

417 Which country will impose a tax of up to €18 on plane tickets for all flights from airports 
in France from 2020 to fund less polluting transportation projects France 

418 Which country has breached a uranium enrichment cap set by a troubled 2015 nuclear 
deal and warned Europe against taking retaliatory measures Iran 

419 Which country’s women’s soccer team successfully claimed the 2019 FIFA Women’s 
World Cup United States 

420 India’s wrestler Vinesh Phogat (in 53 Kg category) and Divya Kakran (in 68 kg category) Spain 
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have won Gold Medal at the Grand Prix of 

421 Indian captain has won the AIFF Men’s footballer of the year 2018-19 award Sunil Chhetri 

422 Who has penalized State Bank of India (SBI) and Union Bank of India for violating 
certain regulatory guidelines Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

423 According to the latest RBI data, India's foreign currency assets, which are a major 
component of the overallreserves, slipped by USD 1.11 billion to USD 399.697 billion 

424 According to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), India's projected GDP growth rate for 
the current fiscal year from 7.2%to 7% 

425 Former Delhi Chief Minister and veteran Congress leader passed away at Escorts Fortis 
hospital in Delhi Shiela Dikshit 

426 The World Youth Skills Day is observed globally every year on 15th July 

427 The World Day for International Justice (or International Criminal Justice Day) is being 
observed globally on 17th July 

428 Nelson Mandela International Day is an annual international day in honour of Nelson 
Mandela, celebrated every yearon 18th July 

429 President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Senior BJP leader as the Governor of 
Himachal Pradesh Kalraj Mishra 

430 Who has been appointed as managing director (MD) and chief financial officer (CFO) of 
the World Bank Anshula Kant 

431 German Defense Minister has been elected as the European Commission's first female 
president Ursula von derLeyen 

432 International Monetary Fund (IMF) managing director (MD) has resigned Christine Lagarde 

433 Who has been elected as chairman of the Commonwealth Table Tennis Federation 
(CTTF) Vivek Kohli 

434 Indian Foreign Service officer has been appointed as Private Secretary to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi Vivek Kumar 

435 The Union Government has launched Labour room Quality improvement Initiative to 
improve the quality of care in the labour room and maternity operation theatres LaQshya 

436 The 8th meeting of India-Uzbekistan Joint Working Group on counter terrorism was held 
in New Delhi 

437 How many wellness centres will be completed by the end of the current year under 
Ayushman Bharat programme 20 thousand 

438 The Union government has permitted the export of 1,239 tonnes raw sugar under its 
tariff-rate quota (TRQ) to The US 

439 Union Health Ministry has signed an MoU with Ministries of Ayush, Defence and 
Railways to strengthen the effortstowards a TB-Free India by 2025 

440 Which state has become the first state in India to ensure the conservation of water Meghalaya 

441 Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved 1,600 crore 
rupees for Dibang MultipurposeProject in Arunachal Pradesh 

442 National Stock Exchange (NSE) has signed a pact with the state government to help 
boost the growth of MSME sector Haryana 
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443 The Tamil Nadu government has announced the creation of two new districts in the state, 

taking the total number of districts to 35 

444 The Russian space agency ‘Roscosmos’ has successfully launched into space an all-sky-
survey satellite, Spektrum-Rontgen Gamma Spektr-RG 

445 Google India's 'Internet Saathi' programme aimed to empower rural women on how to use 
the Internet has now added two more states Punjab & Odisha 

446 The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared the ‘Ebola crisis’ in the The Republic of Congo 
447 The Sportsperson of the Year in the annual Indian Oil Sports Conclave Sharath Kamal 

448 Sports and Youth Affairs Minister conferred Arjuna Awards to Rohan Bopanna & Smriti 
Mandhana 

449 Who was honored with an honorary doctorate degree from La Trobe University Shah Rukh Khan 

450 Indian batting icon and South African pace legend have been inducted into the 
International Cricket Council’s (ICC) Hall of Fame 2019 

Sachin Tendulkar & Allan 
Donald 

451 
The Supreme Court of India has constituted a three-member high powered committee to 
urgently frame and implement an emergency response plan for the protection of two 
Indian bird species namely 

Great Indian Bustard &Lesser 
Florican 

452 British racing driver has won his sixth British Grand Prix Lewis Hamilton 

453 India's top wrestler has won gold in the 53kg category at Yasar Dogu International in 
Istanbul Vinesh Phogat 

454 India’s sprinter has won a gold medal in the 400-meter race at Nove Mesto in the Czech 
Republic Hima Das 

455 International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) has approved India’s application to host 
the ISSF World Cup stages 

456 Indian shooters claimed the gold medal in 25m rapid fire pistol competition at ISSF 
Junior World Cup in Suhl, Germany Anish Bhanwala 

457 Serbian Tennis Player has won 2019 Wimbledon title Novak Djokovic 

458 Who lifted the ICC Cricket World Cup Trophy 2019 at the Lord’s cricket stadium in 
London England 

459 According to data released by the government, Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
collections crossed the Rs. in June 2019 1 lakh-crore 

460 The Reserve Bank of India has appointed additional director on the board of Jammu and 
Kashmir Bank A K Misra 

461 The Director of Institute of Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS) for a period of three 
years B Harideesh Kumar 

462 The union government has inked pact with IBM India for undertaking a pilot study to 
utilize Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

463 The National Doctors’ Day is celebrated every year in India on 1st July 
464 Khelo India Youth Games 2020 will be held in Guwahati (Assam) 

465 Who has been appointed as the chairman and managing director (CMD) of Bharat Heavy 
Electricals Limited (BHEL) Dr. Nalin Shinghal 

466 Who was taken over the charge as new Managing Director (MD) and CEO (Chief Karnam Sekar 
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Executive Officer) of Indian OverseasBank 

467 IMF Chief nominated as president of European Central Bank Christine Lagarde 

468 Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat has launched ‘Jal Shakti Abhiyan’ across 
the country to accelerate 

Water harvesting and 
conservation measures 

469 A Book titled ‘A Prime Minister to Remember: Memories of a Military Chief’ has been 
written by Admiral Sushil Kumar 

470 The Union Government has decided to enhance the import limit on Tur Dal for the year 
2019 – 20 from two lakh metrictonnes to 4 lakh metric tonnes 

471 Indian Railways has set a target to install CCTV cameras in more than 7,000 coaches of 
mainline passenger trains by March 2021 

472 The Union Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved the increase in the 
Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for2019-20 Season Kharif crops 

473 Reliance Jio has launched a new digital literacy programme Digital Udaan 
474 The first ever India International Cooperatives Trade Fair (IICTF) to be held in New Delhi 
475 India's first highway corridors for e-vehicles expected by March 2020 
476 Ministry of Railways has released its new All India Railway Timetable known as Trains At A Glance 

477 The Parliament has given its nod to the resolution seeking an extension of President rule 
for a further period of six months in Jammu and Kashmir 

478 The Chattisgarh Government has decided to increase the retirement age of industrial 
labourers working in privatesectors to 60 years from the current 58 years 

479 The state Government has decided to set up Ganga Committees in all 25 districts situated 
on the banks of river Ganga Uttar Pradesh 

480 The Uttar Pradesh government has launched a toll-free Chief Minister helpline 1076 
481 India has signed a deal with Russia for acquiring the anti-tank missiles Strum Ataka 

482 The United States has designated the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), A terror group 
which is fighting Pakistani rule in Balochistan province 

483 India has pledged to contribute USD 5 Million in 2019 to the UN Palestine refugee agency 
484 Indian Rupee will now be an accepted currency at all the retail outlets of the Dubai airport 
485 International Monetary Fund (IMF) approves USD 6 billion loans to Cash-Strapped Pakistan 

486 Who has approved a small, pioneering tax on internet giants like Google, Amazon and 
Facebook France 

487 India's chief national badminton coach was bestowed upon an honorary doctorate by IIT 
Kanpur Pullela Gopichand 

488 Odisha-based Navaratna Company has been selected for President's award for utilization 
of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) fund in social development 

National Aluminium Company 
(NALCO) 

489 As per the Brand Z Report, who has topped in the 100 Most Valuable Global Brand for 
2019 Amazon 

490 Indian middle-order batsman retired from all forms of cricket Ambati Rayudu 
491 The Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chaired 35th GST council meeting in Delhi 
492 RBI Deputy Governor has resigned from his post Viral V Acharya 
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493 According to the Reserve bank of India (RBI), All data related to payments must be 

stored in systems located only in India 

494 India signs USD 400M loan agreement with World Bank to eliminate Tuberculosis (TB) 
495 The International Olympic Day (IOD) is observed every year on 23rd June 
496 The United Nations Public Service Day is observed every year on 23rd June 
497 The “National Statistics Day” is being observed every year in India on 29th June 
498 The World Social Media Day is observed annually on 30th June 
499 Who has been appointed as the Director General (DG) of Indian Coast Guard (ICG) K Natarajan 
500 Amitabh Kant was given a two-year extension as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of NITI Aayog 
501 Mr. P B Acharya was sworn-in as Governor of Manipur at Raj Bhawan in Imphal, Manipur 

502 Justice Prasanta Kumar Saikia (Retired) has been sworn in as the Chairpers on of the 
Lokayukta in Arunachal Pradesh 

503 IPS Officer has been appointed as the new chief of Research & Analysis Wing (R&AW) Samant Goel 
504 The new Director of Intelligence Bureau (27th) Arvind Kumar 

505 Who has been elected as the new Director-General of the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) Qu Dongyu 

506 Shri Hardeep Singh Puri (Minister of State (I/c) for Civil Aviation) has inaugurated the 
Air Traffic Flow Management in 

Central Command Centre in- 
New Delhi 

507 IAF's code name for Balakot airstrike Operation Bandar 

508 Union Government plans to provide broadband connectivity to all gram panchayats in the 
country under BharatNet Project 

509 MoA signed to set up Centre for Inland & Coastal Maritime Technology at IIT Kharagpur 
510 India successfully test-fired indigenously developed nuclear-capable missile Prithvi-II 

511 The Union Government has constituted a Working Group for the revision of the current 
series of Wholesale PriceIndex (WPI) 

512 ISRO has formed a public sector undertaking (PSU) named as the New Space India Limited (NSIL) 

513 Under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Scheme, how many houses have been approved 
so far from the states andUnion Territories 81 lack 3 thousand 196 houses 

514 Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao dedicated one of the largest multi-stage 
and multi-purpose lift irrigationschemes 

Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation 
Project 

515 State Government is all set to get floating solar power generation plants on four dams Maharashtra 

516 J&K Governor Sayta Pal Malik has inaugurated the ‘Sighey khababs Sindhu Festivals’ on 
the bank of Indus River 

517 NASA has revealed it's first cube shaped 'Astrobee' robot, called Bumble 
518 Which country has become the first Arab Nation to get FATF Membership Saudi Arabia 
519 International Olympic Committee opens new headquarters in Switzerland 
520 Which country launched UN-developed anti-money laundering platform UAE 
521 G-20 summit 2019 (14th-meeting) was held in Osaka (Japan) 
522 Who has clinched the 35th men's Asian Snooker Championship in Doha Pankaj Advani 
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523 Indian women’s Hockey team won FIH Series finals in Japan 

524 The International Olympic Committee (IOC) stripped Olympic status from the troubled 
world boxing body AIBA 

525 India captain has become the fastest batsman to reach 20,000 international runs Virat Kohli 

526 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will infuse Rs 12,500 crore of liquidity into the system 
through purchase of Government bonds 

527 The World Elder Abuse Awareness Day is being observed across the globe every year on 15th June 
528 The International Day of Family Remittances (IDFR) is being celebrated every year on 16th June. 

529 The World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought observed across the world every 
year on 17th June 

530 The World Refugee Day is observed every year on 20th June 
531 The fifth International Yoga Day is being celebrated on 21st June 
532 The World Music Day is observed every year on 21st June 
533 Who was unanimously elected as Speaker of 17th Lok Sabha Om Birla 
534 For the first time in Bangladesh, iron ore mine has been discovered at Isabpur village in Dinajpur 
535 India has extended USD 15 million assistance to Niger 

536 Asian champion has won the women's 1500m gold at the Folksam Grand Prix in 
Sollentuna, Sweden PU Chitra 

537 According to the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), 
Foreign direct investment (FDI) in the services sector grew in 2018-19 36.5% (USD 9.15 billion) 

538 Who has issued a new framework for resolution of bad loans, offering a 30-day gap for 
stress recognition Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

539 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has waived off all transactions charges to encourage 
digital transfer of funds NEFT and RTGS 

540 The Union government has reduced the rate of the contribution made by employees and 
employers under the Employees' State Insurance (ESI) Act from 6.5% to 4% 

541 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will infuse Rs 12,500 crore into the financial system 
through bond purchases under the Open Market Operation (OMO) 

542 US retail giant has moved past hi-tech titans Apple and Google to become the world's 
most valuable brand Amazon 

543 The World Oceans Day (WOD) is being observed every year on 8th June 
544 The World Blood Donor Day is being observed across the globe every year on 14th June 
545 Justice Dhirubhai Naranbhai Patel (59-years) was sworn in as Chief Justice of Delhi High Court 
546 BJP leader has appointed as the leader of Rajya Sabha Thawarchand Gehlot 

547 Reckitt Benckiser (British consumer goods giant) named its Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) Laxman Narasimhan 

548 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman attended the two-day meeting of G-20 Finance 
Ministers and Central Bank governors in Japan 

549 The Union government has notified its decision to extend the benefit of six thousand 
rupees per year to eligible farmers under the PM-KISAN scheme 
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550 International Centre for Automotive Technology (ICAT) has released India’s first Type 

Approval Certificate (TAC) for Bharat Stage VI norms 

551 Union Minister for Tribal Affairs has launched the “e-governance initiatives for ST 
Welfare schemes” Arjun Munda 

552 Culture Minister Prahalad Singh Patel has inaugurated the exhibition titled ‘Unknown 
Masterpieces of Himachal FolkArt’ in New Delhi 

553 Cyclone over East-Central Arabian sea which was intensified into a Very Severe 
Cyclonic Storm VAYU 

554 Who helped to clear outstanding loans of over two thousand farmers from Bihar Amitabh Bachchan 
555 Who has become the youngest Member of Parliament (MP) to the 17th Lok Sabha Chandrani Murmu 
556 Maharana Pratap Jayanti is observed on? June 6 
557 Garuda is Air exercise, between? India and France 
558 Disability Summit is held at? Argentina 
559 Who has been named as world’s richest female musician with $600 mn wealth? Rihanna 
560 Who won ITF Mens Future Tennis Title? Sidharth Rawat 
561 Who has received 2019 Global Leadership Award? Sunder Pichai 
562 Who has elected as President of 74th session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA)? Tijjani Muhammad-Bande 
563 UN Russian Language Day is observed on? June 6 
564 Lennart Johansson who passed away at 89, is associated with? Football 
565 Who has been appointed as Pakistan ISI chief? Faiz Hameed 
566 Which country will host COP-14 of UNCDD in September 2019? India 
567 The 2nd edition of India and Italy Joint Working Group on counter terrorism was held in? New Delhi 
568 Which government has begin the construction of roads using plastic waste? Lucknow 
569 Who has ranked no.1 in tennis ranking in male category? Novak djokovic 
570 Who has ranked no.1 in tennis ranking in Female category? Naomi Osaka 
571 World Food India 2019 to be held in? New Delhi 
572 Who has become 1st spinner in history to give away 100 runs in an ODI? Rashid Khan 
573 According to UN, Which country will overtake China as most populated nation in 8 yrs? India 
574 World Hepatitis Day 2019 is observed on July 28th 
575 Who won ‘Save Water Hero Award’? Makarand Tilloo 
576 Who has sworn as Slovakia’s first female President? Zuzana Caputova 
577 Which country will host COP-14 of UNCDD in September 2019? India 
578 Who has been appointed as UNEP’s Executive Director? Inger Andersen 
579 Operation Sunrise 2 is associated between? India and Myanmar 
580 Who has become the fastest batsman to score 11,000 runs in ODI cricket? Virat Kholi 
581 Who was crowned Miss India 2019? Suman Rao 
582 Guadalajara International Book Fair is held at? Mexico 
583 Which month is celebrated as the LGBTQ Pride month? June 
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584 World’s highest weather station is installed at? Everest 
585 Operation Vijay is associated with? Kargil War 
586 Who has become Asia’s richest self-made woman at $10.5 bn? Zhong Huijuan 
587 Copa America tournament is associated with? Football 
588 Who has been appointed as CEO of Reckitt Benckiser? Laxman Narasimhan 
589 Who won the 2019 Pacific International Billiards Championship? Peter Gilchrist 
590 Who is the only Indian in the list of top paid athletes? Virat Kholi 
591 Global Wind day is observed on? June 15 
592 Who won BBC Award for 2019? Akshaya Patra 
593 16th Asia Media Summit was held at? Geneva 
594 Which team won the biggest-ever victory in FIFA Women’s World Cup? United States 
595 Bennu is associated with? Asteroids 
596 Who was conferred the 54th Jnanpith Award? Amitav Ghosh 

597 Who was conferred with Manas Order of the First Degree, the highest national award in 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan? Chinese President Xi Jinping 

598 World Blood Donor Day is observed on? June 14 

599 World Blood Donor Day 2019 theme is?   Blood Donation and Universal 
Access to Safe Blood Transfusion 

600 According to TRA, which brand is emerged as the most trusted brand in India in 2019? Dell 
601 Who has honoured with humanitarian award by UNICEF? Priyanka Chopra 
602 SEBI in this ‘S’ means? Securities 
603 International Day Against Child Labour is observed on? June 12 

604 International Day Against Child Labour 2019 theme is? Children shouldn’t work in 
fields, but on dreams 

605 Which company has top spot in the world’s most valuable brand ranking? Amazon 
606 Who has been appointed as Leader of Rajya Sabha? Thawarchand Gehlot 
607 IAAF in this ‘F’ means? Federation 
608 IBM headquarter is located in? USA 
609 International Albinism Awareness Day 2019 is observed on? June 13 
610 International Albinism Awareness Day 2019 theme is? Still Standing Strong 
611 Which village has Become First 100% Solar Powered Village in India? Amasebailu 
612 Who has been appointed as Tribal Affairs Minister in cabinet? Arjun Munda 
613 Who is the Governor of RBI? Shaktikanta Das 
614 Girish Karnad is passed away at 81, is associated with? Cinema 
615 Which bank introduced Repo Rate-Linked Home Loan? SBI 

 


