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Index Position 
of India Top Ranked Country 

Human Development Index -2017 131 Topped by Norway followed by Australia 
Ease of Doing Business Index 2018 100th 

 
The list is topped by New Zealand followed by 

Singapore, Denmark. 
Foreign Direct Investment confidence 

index 
8th The list is topped by USA followed by Germany 

Global Competitiveness Index 2016 39th The list is topped by Switzerland, followed by 
Singapore and USA. 

Global Talent Index 92nd The list is topped by Switzerland, followed by 
Singapore 

Global Human Capital index 2017  103 The list is topped by Norway, followed by 
Finland 

Global Hunger Index 2017 100th Developed by International food policy and 
research institute (IFPRI) 

Global Innovation Index 2016 60 The list is topped by Switzerland, followed by 
Sweden 

Global Peace Index (GPI) 2017 137 The list is topped by Iceland, followed by 
Newzland 

Global Slavery Index 2016 4th The list is topped by North Korea, followed by 
Uzbekistan and Cambodia. 

Global Talent Competitiveness Index 
2017 

89th The list is topped by Switzerland, followed by 
Singapore and Luxembourg. 

Intellectual Property Index 2017 43rd The list is topped by USA, followed by UK and 
Germany. 

Logistics Performance Index 2016 35th The list is topped by Germany, followed by 
Luxembourg and Sweden. 

Global Human Capital Index 103 The list is topped by Norway followed by Finland 
Sustainable Development Goal Index 

2017 
116th The list is topped by Sweden, followed by 

Denmark 
Economic Freedom Index 2017 143rd The list is topped by Hong Kong, followed by 

Singapore. 
World Happiness Index 2017 122nd The list is topped by Norway followed by 

Denmark, 
World Press Freedom Index 2017 138 The list is topped by Norway, followed by 

Sweden 
World Risk Index 2016 77th The list is topped by Island state of Vanuatu, 

followed by Tonga and Philippines. 
Global Travel and Tourism Index-2017 40 The list topped by Spain followed by France 

Global Corruption perception index-
2018 

81st  The list is topped by New Zealand and Denmark 

Legatum Prosperity Index 2017 100th The list is topped by Norway, followed by New 
Zealand, Finland, Switzerland and Sweden. 

Inclusive Development Index 2018 62nd The list is topped by Norway & Published by 
World Economic Forum.  

Global Democracy Index 2017 42nd The list is topped by Norway, followed by 
Iceland, Sweden & New Zealand 

Inclusive Internet Index 2018 47th The list is topped by Sweden, followed by 
Singapore & the US.  
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Policy Rates of Reserve Bank of 
India 

Bank Rate  : 6.75%  
Repo Rate  : 6.50% 
Reverse Repo Rate (RRR) : 6.25% 
CRR (Cash Reserve Ratio) : 4% 
SLR (Statutory Liquidity Ratio) : 19.5% 
Base Rate          : 8.65% - 9.45% 
Saving Deposit rate :3.5%- 4% 
Term Deposit Rate for >1 Year  : 6.25% -6.75 % 
Marginal Standing Facility (MSF): 6.75% 
Marginal Cost of Fund Based Lending Rate 
 : 7.70%-7.95% 
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FDI Limits 
List of Limits in Various Sectors  (In %) 
1. Petroleum Refining by PSU  49% 7. Civil Aviation  100% 
2. Pharmaceutical Sector  74% 8. Private security agencies  49% 
3. Medical Devices  100% 9. Private Sector Banking  74% 
4. White Label ATM Operation  100% 10. Public Sector Banking  20% 
5. Cable Networks  100% 11. Insurance and sub-activities  49% 
6. Print Media  26% 

http://www.ibsindia.co.in
mailto:ibs@ibsindia.co.in
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Optimists vs. Pessimists- Everyone is familiar with the “glass half full” or “glass half empty” analogy. It 

elucidates how an optimist and a pessimist will interpret the same situation in two different ways. The split 

between optimists and pessimists is pretty much night and day. Optimists generally approach life with a 

positive outlook, while pessimists tend to expect the worst. Optimists go into new situations with high 

expectations, while pessimists keep low expectations to prepare for negative outcomes.To be fair, pessimists 

aren’t ALL doom and gloom. Positivity may be the key to good health. Optimists tend to adjust better to 

health threats and conditions than pessimists do. Pessimists, on the other hand, may create more distress for 

themselves by distorting, denying and avoiding situations.Optimists are often touted as the best way to be 

and are usually shown to be well adjusted and happy. They tend to look on the more favorable sides of life 

and events expecting the most favorable termination. Their outlook hinges on idealism and often overlooks 

the basic nature of people. Because of their upbeat mindset, they are often the most likely to be gullible and 

naive. They are the kind of people politicians like because they can be easily persuaded.However,a pessimist 

is often viewed as a negative person, but in reality this isn’t the case. Most people confuse pessimism with 

fatalism which is the root of this misconception. By definition a pessimistic person is usually a skeptic or 

doubter, someone who needs proof before they jump on board. Whenever they hear something new, they are 

the first to scrutinize it before they will accept it. Can be frustrating to some (especially optimists), but often 

they are the ones that facilitate the level of quality and change. Investigators and scientific people often 

represent this group.To be an optimist control your Reactions and Responses.There are three basic 

differences in the reactions of optimists and pessimists. The first difference is that the optimist sees a setback 

as temporary, while the pessimist sees it as permanent. The optimist sees an unfortunate event, such as an 

order that falls through or a sales call that fails, as a temporary event, something that is limited in time and 

that has no real impact on the future. The pessimist, on the other hand, sees negative events as permanent, 

as part of life and destiny. Now, to be a positive person put these three differences in your life and keep 

yourself reminding them to become a possibilist. 

 

ALL THE BEST   

EDITOR’S MESSAGE 
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ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE : THE END OF A GOLDEN ERA 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee ( 25 December 1924 – 16 August 2018) was an Indian politician who served 
three terms as the Prime Minister of India: first for a term of 13 days in 1996, then for a period of 13 
months from 1998 to 1999, and finally, for a full term from 1999 to 2004. A member of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), he was the first Indian prime minister who was not a member of the Indian National 
Congress party to have served a full five-year term in office. He was a member of the Indian 
Parliament for over four decades, having been elected to the Lok Sabha, the lower house, ten times, and 
twice to the Rajya Sabha, the upper house. He served as the Member of Parliament for Lucknow, Uttar 
Pradesh until 2009 when he retired from active politics due to health concerns. Vajpayee was among 
the founding members of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS), of which he was the president from 1968 to 

1972. The BJS merged with several other parties to form the Janata Party, which won the 1977 general election. Vajpayee became the 
Minister of External Affairs in the cabinet of Prime Minister Morarji Desai. He resigned in 1979, and the Janata alliance collapsed 
soon after. The erstwhile members of the BJS formed the BJP in 1980, with Vajpayee as its first president. During his tenure as prime 
minister, India carried out the Pokhran-II nuclear tests in 1998. Vajpayee sought to improve diplomatic relations with Pakistan, 
travelling to Lahore by bus to meet with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. After the 1999 Kargil War with Pakistan, he sought to restore 
relations through engaging with President Pervez Musharraf, inviting him to India for a summit at Agra.  

He was conferred India's highest civilian honour, the Bharat Ratna, by the President of India, Pranab Mukherjee in 2015. The 
administration of Narendra Modi declared in 2014 that Vajpayee's birthday, 25 December, would be marked as Good Governance 
Day. He died on 16 August 2018 due to age-related illness. 

By 1942, at the age of 16 years, Vajpayee became an active member of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. In August 1942, he and 
his elder brother Prem were arrested for 24 days during the Quit India Movement. He was released after giving a written undertaking 
stating that while he was a part of the crowd, he did not participate in the militant events in Bateshwar on 27 August 1942.  

In 1951, Vajpayee was seconded by the RSS, along with Deendayal Upadhyaya, to work for the newly formed Bharatiya Jana Sangh, 
a Hindu right-wing political party associated with the RSS. He was appointed as a national secretary of the party in charge of the 
Northern region, based in Delhi. He soon became a follower and aide of party leader Syama Prasad Mukherjee. In 1954, Vajpayee was 
with Mukherjee when the latter went on a hunger strike in Kashmir to protest the perceived inferior treatment of non-Kashmiri Indian 
visitors to the state. Mookerjee died in prison during this strike. In the 1957 Indian general election, Vajpayee contested elections to 
the Lok Sabha, the lower house of Indian parliament. He lost to Raja Mahendra Pratap in Mathura, but was elected from Balrampur. In 
the Lok Sabha his oratorial skills so impressed Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru that he predicted that Vajpayee would someday 
become the Prime Minister of India.  

Vajpayee's oratorial skills won him the reputation of being the most eloquent defender of the Jana Sangh's policies. After the death of 
Deendayal Upadhyaya, the leadership of the Jana Sangh passed to Vajpayee. He became the national president of the Jana Sangh in 
1968, running the party along with Nanaji Deshmukh, Balraj Madhok, and L. K. Advani.  
 

FIRST TERM AS PRIME MINISTER  (May 1996)  
During a BJP conference in Mumbai in November 1995, BJP President Advani declared that Vajpayee would be the party's Prime 
Ministerial candidate in the forthcoming elections. Vajpayee himself was reported to be unhappy with the announcement, responding 
by saying that the party needed to win the election first. The BJP became the single largest party in parliament in the 1996 general 
election, helped by religious polarisation across the country as a result of the demolition of the Babri Masjid. Indian president Shankar 
Dayal Sharma invited Vajpayee to form the government. Vajpayee was sworn in as the 10th Prime Minister of India, but the BJP 
failed to muster a majority among members of the Lok Sabha. Vajpayee resigned after 13 days when it became clear that he did not 
have enough support to form a government. 
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SECOND TERM AS PRIME MINISTER ( 1998-1999)  
After the fall of the two United Front governments between 1996 and 1998, the Lok Sabha was dissolved and fresh elections were 
held. The 1998 general elections again put the BJP ahead of others. A number of political parties joined the BJP to form the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA), and Vajpayee was sworn in as the Prime Minister. The coalition was an uneasy one, as apart from the 
Shiv Sena, none of the other parties espoused the BJP's Hindu-nationalist ideology. Vajpayee has been credited for managing this 
coalition successfully, while facing ideological pressure from the hardline wing of the party and from the RSS. Vajpayee's government 
lasted 13 months until mid-1999 when the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) under Jayalalithaa withdrew its 
support. The government lost the ensuing vote of confidence motion in the Lok Sabha by a single vote on 17 April 1999. As the 
opposition was unable to come up with the numbers to form the new government, the Lok Sabha was again dissolved and fresh 
elections were held.  
 

THIRD TERM (1999-2004)  
In the 1999 general elections, the BJP-led NDA won 303 seats out of the 543 seats in the Lok Sabha, in the aftermath of the Kargil 
operations,thereby securing a comfortable and stable majority. On 13 October 1999, Vajpayee took oath as Prime Minister of India for 
the third time. A national crisis emerged in December 1999, when Indian Airlines flight IC 814 from Kathmandu to New Delhi was 
hijacked by five terrorists and flown to Taliban-ruled Afghanistan. The hijackers made several demands including the release of 
certain terrorists like Masood Azhar from prison. Under extreme pressure, the government ultimately caved in. Jaswant Singh, the 
Minister of External Affairs at the time, flew with the terrorists to Afghanistan and exchanged them for the passengers. Vajpayee 
initiated talks with Pakistan, and invited Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf to Agra for a joint summit, the Agra summit. President 
Musharraf was believed in India to be the principal architect of the Kargil War. By accepting him as the President of Pakistan, 
Vajpayee chose to move forward. But after three days of much fanfare, which included Musharraf visiting his birthplace in Delhi, the 
summit failed to achieve a breakthrough as President Musharraf declined to leave aside the issue of Kashmir. 
 

LAHORE SUMMIT  
In late 1998 and early 1999, Vajpayee began a push for a full-scale diplomatic peace process with Pakistan. With the historic 
inauguration of the Delhi-Lahore bus service in February 1999, Vajpayee initiated a new peace process aimed towards permanently 
resolving the Kashmir dispute and other conflicts with Pakistan. The resultant Lahore Declaration espoused a commitment to 
dialogue, expanded trade relations and mutual friendship and envisaged a goal of denuclearised South Asia. This eased the tension 
created by the 1998 nuclear tests, not only within the two nations but also in South Asia and the rest of the world. 
 

DEATH  
Vajpayee suffered a stroke in 2009 which impaired his speech. His health had been a major source of concern; reports said he was 
confined to a wheelchair and failed to recognise people. He also suffered from dementia and long-term diabetes. For many years, he 
had not attended any public engagements and rarely ventured out of the house, except for checkups at the All India Institutes of 
Medical Sciences. On 11 June 2018, Vajpayee was admitted to AIIMS in critical condition following a kidney infection. He died there 
at 5:05 pm IST on 16 August 2018 at the age of 93. On the morning of 17 August, Vajpayee's body draped with the Indian flag was 
taken to the Bharatiya Janata Party headquarters where party workers paid their tributes till 1 p.m. Later that afternoon at 4 p.m., 
Vajpayee was cremated with full state honours at Rashtriya Smriti Sthal near Raj Ghat, his pyre was lit by his foster daughter Namita 
Kaul Bhattacharya. Thousands of people and many dignitaries attended his funeral procession including Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and President Ram Nath Kovind. On 19 August, his ashes were immersed in Ganga river at Haridwar by his daughter Namita. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 
• The Central government has launched the National Viral 

Hepatitis Control programme in collaboration with 
WHO to combat the disease by 2030 

 On 2018 World Hepatitis Day (WHD), the National Viral 
Hepatitis Control programme has been launched by the 
Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in 
collaboration with the World Health Organisation (WHO) in 
New Delhi to combat the disease by 2030 in the country. 
Under the initiative, free drugs and diagnostics for Hepatitis 
B and C will be provided at all government hospitals. 

• The completed draft of the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) has been officially published by Assam  

 The second and final draft of Assam’s National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) has been officially published bearing the 
names of 2 crore 89 lakh 83 thousand 677 citizens of the 
state. The NRC will feature the names, addresses and 
photographs of all Indian citizens, who have been residing in 
the North-eastern state before 25th March 1971. 

• The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has constituted a 
monitoring committee to oversee the Yamuna 
rejuvenation project. 

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has constituted a 2-
member monitoring committee to oversee the Yamuna 
rejuvenation project. The committee, comprising former 
Delhi Chief Secretary Shailaja Chandra and retired NGT 
expert member Bikram Singh Sajwan, has been directed to 
submit the first action plan by September 2018 and report by 
December 2018. 

• Pradeep Kumar Sinha committee has been constituted to 
address the issues of stressed thermal power projects 

 The Union Government has constituted a high level 
empowered committee to address the issues of stressed 
thermal power projects. The committee will be headed by 
Cabinet Secretary, Pradeep Kumar Sinha with 
representatives from the Ministry of Railways, Ministry of 

Finance, Ministry of Power, Ministry of Coal and the lenders 
having major exposure to the power sector. 

• Chattisgarh government has launched a smartphone 
distribution scheme ‘Mobile Tihar’ under the Sanchar 
Kranti Yojna (SKY) 

 The Chhattisgarh government has launched a smartphone 
distribution scheme ‘Mobile Tihar’ under the Sanchar Kranti 
Yojna (SKY). The scheme is for distribution of smartphones 
to women and students, covering over 50 Lakh beneficiaries. 

• Madhya Pradesh government has observed  2018 
Independence Day eve as Shahid Samman Divas to 
honour martyrs 

 The Madhya Pradesh government will observe the 2018 
Independence Day eve as Shahid Samman Divas to honour 
martyrs. The decision to this effect was taken at a cabinet 
meeting in Bhopal on July 30, 2018. According to official 
information, it will be a comprehensive program and spread 
across all the villages, blocks and districts of Madhya 
Pradesh, where rallies will be organized to mark the day. 

• The famous Goddess Meenakshi Amman temple, which 
has got its first non-Brahmin as ‘archaka’ (priest), is 
located in Tamilnadu  

 The Meenakshi Amman temple is a historic Hindu temple 
located on the southern bank of the Vaigai River in the 
temple city of Madurai, Tamil Nadu. Recently, it is in news 
because the famous Goddess Meenakshi temple has got its 
first non-Brahmin as ‘archaka’ (priest), 12 years after the 
Tamil Nadu government passed an order for appointment of 
people from any caste as priests. 

• Rajashthan has become the first Indian state to 
implement the National policy on bio fuels 

 Rajasthan has become the first Indian state to implement the 
National policy on bio fuels, which was launched by the 
Union Government in May 2018. The desert State will lay 
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emphasis on increasing production of oilseeds and establish 
a Centre for Excellence in Udaipur to promote research in 
the fields of alternative fuels and energy resources. 

• 96th is the India’s rank in the United Nation’s E-
Government Development Index (EGDI) 2018 

 India has been ranked 96th in the United Nation’s E-
Government Development Index (EGDI) 2018. The survey, 
released by UN every two years, noted that India has scored 
100% in the first stage of the E-Participation sub-index, 
followed by 95.65% in the second stage and 90.91% in the 
third stage. 

• Karnataka government has launched a rural cleanliness 
and sanitation campaign “Swachhameva Jayate” 

 The Karnataka government has launched a rural cleanliness 
and sanitation campaign “Swachhameva Jayate” to make 
every citizen in rural Karnataka take a pledge of cleanliness. 
The aim of the campaign is to boost the Swachh Survkekshan 
Grameen 2018 (SSG 2018) survey in all the districts with the 
help of school children. 

• Himachal Pradesh government has launched “Horn Not 
Ok’’ awareness campaign 

 The Himachal Pradesh government has launched “Horn Not 
Ok’’ awareness campaign in Shimla and Mandi along with a 
statewide mobile application ‘shaur nahin’ (no noise). The 
main aim of the campaign is to spread awareness of 
unnecessary blowing horn as it creates unnecessary noise 
pollution. 

• The Mughalsarai junction has recently renamed as Deen 
Dayal Upadhyaya railway station. 

 In Uttar Pradesh, the iconic Mughalsarai junction has been 
formally renamed after RSS ideologue Deen Dayal 
Upadhyay (DDU), who was found dead in mysterious 
circumstances near the station in February 1968. The DDU 
station is more than 150 years old and one of the busiest 
railway stations in India. The station contains the largest 
railway marshaling yard in Asia. 

• The Election Commission of India (ECI) has conducted 
the first-ever Orientation Workshop on Election 
Management for IAS Asstt Secretaries in New Delhi  

 The Election Commission of India (ECI) has conducted the 
first-ever Orientation Workshop on Election Management for 
IAS Asstt Secretaries in New Delhi on August 3, 2018. The 
aim of the workshop is to familiarize the Assistant 
Secretaries with all facets of Electoral Management before 
they are required to handle crucial assignments in 
conducting Elections in their field postings soon. 

• Ranjit Shrivastava has claimed to develop the world’s 
first Hindi speaking realistic humanoid robot “Rashmi” 

 Ranjit Srivastava, the Ranchi-based software developer, has 
claimed to develop the world’s first Hindi speaking realistic 
humanoid robot and India’s first lip-synching robot. The 
robot “Rashmi” has developed in 2 years at a minimum cost 
of Rs 50,000. In simple words, Srivastava developed an 
Indian version of a social humanoid r 

• The joint military exercise ‘Maitree 2018’ has started 
between India and Thailand  

 The two week-long joint military exercise “Maitree 2018′ has 
started between Indian Army and Royal Thai Army in 
Thailand on August 6 with a focus on enhancing anti-terror 
cooperation between the two sides. 

• The world’s first-ever thermal battery plant has been 
inaugurated in Andhra Pradesh  

 The world’s first-ever facility to create thermal batteries has 
been inaugurated in Andhra Pradesh by the state’s Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu in Amaravati. The thermal 
battery plant, which is manufactured by the Bharat Energy 
Storage Technology Private Limited (BEST), is expected to 
start commercial operations by May 2019. 

• The Parliament of India has passed 123rd  Constitutional 
Amendment Bill to grant constitutional status to the 
National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) 

 The Parliament of India has passed the 123rd Constitutional 
Amendment Bill, which grants constitutional status to the 
National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC). The 
bill was passed after the House repealed the NCBC Act, 
1993. It will contribute to the empowerment of the OBC 
communities across India. 
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• NITI Aayog’s International Conference on “Sustainable 

Growth through Material Recycling: Policy 
Prescriptions” was held in New Delhi  

 NITI Aayog’s International Conference on “Sustainable 
Growth through Material Recycling: Policy 
Prescriptions”was held at Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra in New 
Delhi . It was inaugurated by the Union Minister of Road 
Transport, Highways & Ganga Rejuvenation, Nitin Gadkari. 

• UNESCO has included Kanchendzonga biosphere 
reserve in the list of World Network of Biosphere Reserve 
(WNBR) at the 30th Session of the Man and Biosphere 
International Coordinating Council 

 UNESCO has included the Khangchendzonga Biosphere 
Reserve (KBR) in the list of World Network of Biosphere 
Reserve (WNBR) at the 30th Session of the Man and 
Biosphere International Coordinating Council (ICC) in 
Palembang, Indonesia. 

• The 4th edition of National Handloom Day (NHD-2018) is 
celebrated on 7th August  

 The 4th edition of National Handloom Day (NHD-2018) is 
celebrated every year in India on August 7 to honour Indian 
handloom weavers and celebrate the rich cultural legacy of 
handlooms in the country. The handloom industry is one of 
the largest cottage industries in India. 

• Shaping of a New India is the theme of the 9th edition of 
Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit-2019 

 The 9th edition of Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit-2019 is 
scheduled to be held between January 18 and 20 in 
Gandhinagar with theme `Shaping of a New India’. The 
`Youth Connect Forums’ at the summit will facilitate 

interactions between young achievers, successful 
businessmen and traders and the youth. 

• Sahyog rescue operation has been launched by Indian 
Army in the flood-hit areas of Kerala 

 Indian Army has launched the major rescue and relief 
operation “Operation Sahyog” at Kannur, Kozhikode, 
Wayanad and Idukki after incessant rain and landslides hit 
various northern districts of Kerala. The army constructed 
temporary bridges for the evacuations of the stranded people 
from the isolated villages. 

• Delhi & Mumbai has been included in the 2018 Global 
Liveability Index, which was released by the Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU) 

 Austrian capital Vienna has been ranked as the world’s most 
liveable city in a list of 140 global cities at the 2018 Global 
Liveability Index, which was released by the Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU). Melbourne has secured 2nd position 
followed by Osaka, Calgary and Sydney. Delhi (112) and 
Mumbai (117) are only two Indian cities that are included in 
the EIU’s annual index. 

• Chattisgarh government has decided to re-name its new 
capital city as “Atal Nagar” in memory of late Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

 The Chhattisgarh government has decided to re-name state’s 
new capital city of Naya Raipur as “Atal Nagar” in memory 
of late Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. It has also been 
decided to develop an “Atal Memorial” in an area of five 
acres at state’s new capital. Besides, many institutions, 
including Bilaspur University and Rajnandgaon Medical 
College, will be named after former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

• Kane Tanaka has become the world’s oldest verified 

living person 

 Kane Tanaka (115), a Japanese super centenarian, has 

become the world’s oldest verified living person following 

the death of Chiyo Miyako on July 22, 2018. Born on 2nd 

January 1903, Tanaka is in good health, occasionally 

playing board games and taking short walks in the facility’s 

hallways. 

• India has been designated as a nodal centre for 

preparing flash-flood forecasts to Asian nations by the 

World Meteorological Organization 

 The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has 

designated India as a nodal centre for preparing flash-flood 

forecasts to Asian nations including Vietnam, Sri Lanka, 

Myanmar and Thailand. That means the Indian 

Meteorological Department (IMD) under Ministry of Earth 

Sciences (MoES) will have to develop a customized weather 

model that can issue advance warning of floods. 

• The 2018 International Tiger Day (ITD) is observed on 

29th July 

 The International Tiger Day (ITD) is celebrated every year 

on July 29 to spread the message to protect these 

endangered species and assist in maintaining ecological 

integrity. It was created in 2010 at the Saint Petersburg 

Tiger Summit in Russia with the goal to bring worldwide 

attention to the dwindling numbers of tigers and their 

plight. 

• Responding to the trafficking of children and young 

people is the theme of the 2018 World Day against 

Trafficking in Persons 

 The World Day against Trafficking in Persons is observed 

every year on July 30 to raise awareness of the situation of 

victims of human trafficking and for the promotion and 

protection of their rights. The 2018 theme “Responding to 

the trafficking of children and young people” highlights the 

fact that almost a 3rd of trafficking victims are children. 

• NEWTON bagged the best film award at the 3rd edition 

of the BRICS Film Festival 2018 

 The 2018 BRICS Film Festival took place in Durban, South 

Africa, along with the International Durban Film Festival 

(DIFF) from 22-27th July. The last day of the festival was 

celebrated as India Country Day, followed by Awards and 

Closing Ceremony. The basic aim of film festival is to 

celebrate world-class film productions from the BRICS 

nations with the objective of inspiring more collaboration 

from these nations. 

• The 2018 World Rangers Day (WRD) is observed on 

31st July  

 The World Rangers Day (WRD) is celebrated every year on 

July 31 to remember and appreciate the crucial services 

rendered by rangers who protect, conserve and preserve the 

biodiversity of our forests at the cost of their lives. 

• China researchers have claimed to create the world’s 

first single-chromosome yeast 

 Molecular biologists at the Centre for Excellence in 

Molecular Plant Sciences in China have claimed to create 

the world’s first single-chromosome yeast while not 

affecting the majority of its functions. If their claim is true 

then this breakthrough could help in furthering research 

related to aging and diseases in humans. 

• Indigenous Peoples’ migration and movement is the 

theme of the 2018 International Day of the World’s 

Indigenous Peoples 
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 The International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples is 

observed every year on August 9 in recognition of the first 

meeting of the United Nations Working Group on 

Indigenous Populations in Geneva in 1982. On this day, 

people from around the world are encouraged to spread the 

UN’s message on the protection and promotion of the rights 

of indigenous peoples. 

• Marie Curie  has been voted the most influential woman 

in history as per the recent Readers of BBC History 

magazine poll 

 Nobel prize winning scientist Marie Curie was the most 

influential woman in this poll. The magazine ranked Polish 

born Curie at the top of a list of 100 women who changed 

the world, for her role in treating cancer. 

• The 11th World Hindi Conference 2018 (WHC) has 

started in Port Louis 

 The 11th World Hindi Conference 2018 (WHC) has started 

in Port Louis, the capital of Mauritius, with theme “Hindi 

World and Indian Culture” on August 18. It was organized 

by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), Government of 

India (GoI) in association with the Government of 

Mauritius. 

• India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) has revised India’s 

GDP growth to 7.2% for FY19 

 India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) has revised down 

India’s GDP growth to 7.2% for FY19 from 7.4% earlier in 

its latest report titled ‘Mid-year FY19 Outlook’. The key 

reason for this is the upward revision in the estimation of 

inflation for 2018-19 due to increasing crude oil prices and 

the government’s decision to fix the minimum support 

prices of all kharif crops at 1.5 times the production cost. 

• At the 2018 World Hindi Conference (WHC), the Panini 

Language Laboratory has been gifted by Government of 

India (GoI) to Mauritius  

 The “Panini Language Laboratory” has been inaugurated 

by Sushma Swaraj, the Union Minister of External Affairs 

(MEA), during the 11th World Hindi Conference (WHC) 

2018 at Mahatma Gandhi Institute (MGI) at Port Louis in 

Mauritius on August 19. The Lab has been gifted by the 

Government of India (GoI) and it will help MGI in teaching 

of all Indian languages in Mauritius. 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 

• 6.50% is the current repo rate, as per 3rd bi-monthly 
monetary policy review for of 2018-19 of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) 

 The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) hiked policy repo rate by 25 basis 
points to 6.50% in its third bi-monthly monetary policy 
review of 2018-19. Repo rate is the rate at which the RBI 
lends money to commercial banks in the event of any 
shortfall of funds. Reverse repo rate, the rate at which the 
Reserve Bank borrows money from commercial banks 
within the country, was adjusted to 6.25%. 

• The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has 
signed pact with SBI for a long-term unsecured loan to 
the tune of Rs 25,000 crore 

 The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has 
signed pact with the State Bank of India (SBI) for a long-
term unsecured loan to the tune of Rs 25,000 crore. This is 
SBI’s highest long-term unsecured loan to any entity and 
also the largest ever loan sanctioned to NHAI. There is no 
principal repayment liability for initial 3 years. After 3 
years, the repayment would be done in 14 equal half yearly 
instalments. 

• Under  section 8 (1) C of the RBI Act 1934, 
Swaminathan Gurumurthy has been appointment as 
non-official director on the central board of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) 

 As per Section 8 (1) (c) of the RBI Act 1934, Chartered 
Accountant Swaminathan Gurumurthy has been 
appointment as non-official director on the central board of 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for a period of 4 years. He 
is associated with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
affiliate Swadeshi Jagran Manch and is also the editor of 
Tamil magazine Thuglak. 

• Axis Bank has become the India’s first bank to 
introduce iris authentication for Aadhaar-based 
transactions through micro ATMs 

 Axis Bank has become the India’s first bank to introduce 
Iris Scan Authentication feature for Aadhaar-based 
transactions through its micro ATM tablets. As per study 
conducted by the International Centre for Biometric 
Research (ICBR), Iris scan technology is completely 
contactless and provides up to 98.2% authentication 
success rate and offers an edge over other prevalent 
biometric modes. 

• India’s first genetic bank for wildlife conservation has 
been inaugurated in Hyderabad  

 In Hyderabad, India’s first genetic bank for wildlife 
conservation has been inaugurated by Union Minister for 
Science and Technology Dr. Harsh Vardhan at the 
Laboratory for Conservation of Endangered Species 
(LaCONES) in CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular 
Biology (CCMB) to protect India’s biodiversity and 
environment. 

• SBI has been ranked as India’s most patriotic brand , as 
per survey conducted by UK-based online market 
research and data analytics firm YouGov 

 As per survey conducted by UK-based online market 
research and data analytics firm YouGov, the State Bank of 
India (SBI) has been ranked as the most patriotic brand, 
followed by Tata Motors, Patanjali, Reliance Jio and BSNL. 
The survey, which covered 152 brands across 11 categories, 
is based on data collected online by YouGov Omnibus 
among 1,193 respondents in the country between 2 August 
and 8 August using its panel of an online representation of 
India. 

• State Bank of India  has allowed depositors to withdraw 
cash from its Point of Sale (PoS) devices 

 In a bid to ease the cash crunch, the State Bank of India 
(SBI) has decided to allow depositors to withdraw cash 
from its Point of Sale (PoS) devices available with 
merchants. 
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• INDIA is the highest recipient of remittances in 2017, as 

per World Bank (WB)’s latest report “Migration and 
Development Brief” 

 As per World Bank (WB)’s latest report “Migration and 
Development Brief”, India is the highest recipient of 
remittances globally in 2017 with $69 billion, followed by 
China ($64 billion), the Philippines ($33 billion), Mexico 
($31 billion), Nigeria ($22 billion), and Egypt ($20 billion). 

• ICICI Bank has launched instant overdraft ‘InstaOD’ 
facility for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) 

 The ICICI Bank has launched instant overdraft ‘InstaOD’ 
facility for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) 
in a completely online and paperless manner. Customers 
can get overdraft facility up to Rs 15 lakh for a year 
anytime, anywhere using the bank’s Internet and mobile 
banking app. 

• SBI has signed pact with India Mortgage Guarantee 
Corporation (IMGC) to offer mortgage guarantee 
backed home loan 

 The State Bank of India (SBI) has recently signed a pact 
with India Mortgage Guarantee Corporation (IMGC) to 
offer mortgage guarantee scheme for prospective non-
salaried and self-employed home loan customers. The 
offering will help increase home loan eligibility up to 15% 
within the regulatory norms. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently raised 
currency derivative trade limit to 100 Million US Dollars  
for residents and foreign portfolio investors 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has raised exposure limit 
under Exchange Traded Currency Derivatives (ETCD) 
trading for residents and foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
to $100 million across all currency pairs involving the 
Indian rupee. 

• Bank of Baroda has recently signed a MoU with 
POORTI Agri Services Pvt. Ltd to enable the farmers to 
purchase agricultural inputs 

 The Bank of Baroda (BoB) has signed a MoU with POORTI 
Agri Services Pvt. Ltd to enable the farmers to purchase 
agricultural inputs such as fertilizers, pesticides, seeds etc. 
provided by POORTI. This is a Platform for Online 
Ordering & Rural Transformation of India known as 
“POORTI”. 

• India’s ranks 5th  on a list of countries with highest 
Non-performing Assets (NPA) levels, according to latest 
report by CARE Ratings 

 India has been ranked 5th on a list of countries with highest 
Non-performing Assets (NPA) levels and is on top spot 
among the BRICS nations, according to latest report by 
CARE Ratings. The NPA list is topped by Greece (36.4%) 
followed by Italy (16.4%), Portugal (15.5%) and Ireland 
(11.9%). 

• The Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs (IICA) has 
signed MoU with India Post Payments Bank to provide 
training on payment banking 

 The India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Indian Institute 
of Corporate Affairs (IICA) to offer relevant training to the 
employees on issues pertaining payment banking. 

• RBI has tightened reporting norms for LRS (Liberalised 
Remittance Scheme)  under which an individual can 
transfer upto 2,50,000 US Dollars abroad in a year. 

 On 13th April 2018, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
tightened reporting norms for the Liberalised Remittance 
Scheme (LRS) under which an individual can transfer upto 
$ 2,50,000 US Dollars abroad in a year. 

• MCX – SX has launched India’s first options contract 
on copper futures 

 The Multi Commodity Exchange of India Ltd. (MCX) has 
launched the India’s first options contract on copper 
futures. The option contract will provide physical market 
participants an additional instrument to hedge their risk
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PERSON IN NEWS 

 

AWARDS & HONORS 
• Ramakanth Rath has been conferred with the Odisha’s 

highest literary award ‘AtibadiJagannath Das Samman’ 
for 2018 

 Noted litterateur RamakantaRath has been conferred with 
the Odisha’s highest literary award ‘AtibadiJagannath Das 
Samman’ for 2018 for his life time contribution to Odia 
literature. He received the award at a special function 
organised by Odisha Sahitya Akademi.  

• Amul has been awarded the ‘Marketer of the Year’ 
award by the International Advertising Association of 
India (IAAI) 

 Gujarat Co-operative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd. 
(GCMMF), the marketers of the popular Amul brand of milk 
and dairy products, was awarded the ‘Marketer of the Year’ 
award by the International Advertising Association of India 
(IAAI). The award was received by RS Sodhi, the Managing 
Director (MD) of GCMMF, on behalf of the 36 lakh milk 
famers and producers of Gujarat. 

• Gopal Krishna Gandhi has been selected for 2018 Rajiv 
Gandhi Sadbhavana Award for promoting communal 
harmony and peace 

 Gopalkrishna Gandhi, the former West Bengal governor, 
has been selected for 2018 Rajiv Gandhi Sadbhavana 
Award for his outstanding contribution towards the 
promotion of communal harmony, peace and goodwill. The 
award will be presented to him at a special ceremony on 
August 20 at Jawahar Bhawan. 

• Akshay Venketesh Indian-Australian mathematician has 
bestowed with the prestigious 2018 Fields medal 

 Akshay Venkatesh, a renowned Indian-Australian 
mathematician, has won the 2018 Fields Medal for his 
profound contributions to an exceptionally broad range of 
subjects in mathematics. Venkatesh is one of four winners of 
mathematics’ top honour known as the Nobel prize for 
math. 

• Annie Zaidi Indian author has won the 2018 Hindu 
Playwright Award 2018 

 Annie Zaidi, an Indian author, has won the 2018 Hindu 
Playwright Award 2018 for her play ‘Untitled’ at the 14th 
edition of The Hindu Theatre Fest at the Taj Coromandel. 
The award was presented by Ratna Pathak Shah, actor and 
director. 

• Dalbir Singh Suhag former Indian Army chief has been 
awarded the United States (US) ‘Legion of Merit’ 

 Former Indian Army chief General Dalbir Singh Suhag has 
been awarded the United States (US) ‘Legion of Merit 
(Degree of commander)’ on August 17, 2018, at Pentagon, 
Washington DC. The award was given to Singh for 
exceptionally meritorious service as Chief of Army Staff 
(CoAS) from August 2014 to December 2016. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
• Ravindaran Kasthuri  been appointed the new CEO of 

the Uralungal Labour Contract Co-operative Society 
Ltd (ULCCS) 

 Raveendran Kasthuri, a Kannur native, has assumed charge 
as new CEO of the Uralungal Labour Contract Co-
operative Society Ltd (ULCCS) on August 6. ULCCS is one 
of the largest Co-operative Societies in India. Earlier, he 
was with IBM as its vice president and head of integrated 
operation. 

• Ajay Data has become the first Indian to be appointed a 
council member of ICANN panel Country Code Names 
Supporting Organization (ccNSO) 

 Dr. Ajay Data from Jaipur, the Founder and CEO of Data 
XGen Plus, has become the first Indian to be appointed a 
council member of ICANN panel Country Code Names 
Supporting Organization (ccNSO). He has got a 2-year term 
and will take up the position during ICANN ‘s 63rd Annual 
General Meeting in Spain in October 2018. 

• Prof. Talat Ahmed renowned earth scientist has become 
the new vice chancellor of the University of Kashmir 

 Prof. Talat Ahmad, the renowned earth scientist, has 
become the new vice chancellor of the University of 
Kashmir. He succeeded Khurshid Iqbal Andrabi. Prior to 
this post, Ahmad was the vice chancellor of Jamia Millia 
Islamia. He has been a recipient of several prestigious 
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awards and citations, including the National Mineral 
Award, 1994 from the Government of India. 

• Harivansh Narayan Singh has been elected as the 
Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha 

 NDA candidate Harivansh Narayan Singh has been elected 
as the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha after defeating 
opposition nominee B K Hariprasad . Mr Harivansh, a 
veteran journalist, represents the state of Bihar in the House 
as a JD(U) member. 

• Ram Sevak Sharma has been appointed the new 
Chairman of Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 

 Dr. Ram Sewak Sharma has been reappointed the Chairman 
of Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) till 30th 
September 2020. He was in July 2015 named as the TRAI 
chief for a three-year period. Recently, he triggered a 
debate around safety of Aadhaar by tweeting his Aadhaar 
number and challenging Twitter users to cause any harm 
from the knowledge of the number. 

• Rekha Sharma has been appointed the new chairperson 
of the National Commission for Women 

 NCW member Rekha Sharma from Haryana has been 
appointed the new chairperson of the National Commission 
for Women (NCW). She was recently embroiled in a 
controversy after she recommended abolishing the practice 
of “confessions” in churches as it can lead to blackmailing 
of women, after such a case came to light in Kerala. 

• Recently, Justice Gita Mittal has been sworn in as the 
Chief Justice of J&K High Courts 

 Justice Gita Mittal has been sworn in as the Chief Justice of 
the Jammu and Kashmir High Court. She was administered 
the oath of office by Governor N.N. Vohra. She is the first 
woman Chief Justice of Jammu & Kashmir High Court. 

• Justice Manjula Chellur, who has been appointed as new 
chairperson of Appellate Tribunal for Electricity 

 Justice Manjula Chellur has been appointed the new 
chairperson of Appellate Tribunal for Electricity (ATE), 
which is under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Power. Prior 
to this, she was Chief Justice of Bombay High Court. The 
tribunal has been established by Central Government for 
those who are not satisfied with the Central Electricity 
Regulatory Commission (CERC) order or with a state. 

• Mitchelle Bechlet has been officially appointed new UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 

 Michelle Bachelet, the former two-time President of Chile, 
has been officially appointed new UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights for a period of 4 years. She will succeed 
Jordanian diplomat Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein in September 
2018. 

• Vijaya Kamlesh Tahilramani has been sworn-in as the 
Chief Justice of the Madras High Court 

 Justice Vijaya Kamlesh Tahilramani has been sworn-in as 
the new Chief Justice of the Madras High Court (MHC) by 
Tamil Nadu Governor Banwarilal Purohit at a ceremony in 
Raj Bhavan in Chennai on August 12. Justice Tahilramani 
is the third woman chief justice of the MHC. 

• Ashish Kumar Bhutani has been appointed CEO of 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) 

 Ashish Kumar Bhutani, a 1992 batch IAS officer of Assam-
Meghalaya cadre, has been appointed Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
(PMFBY) till May 9, 2020. The PMFBY is the government 
sponsored crop insurance scheme that integrates multiple 
stakeholders on a single platform. 

• Bala Venkatesh Verma has been appointed India’s new 
ambassador to Russia 

 D Bala Venkatesh Varma, a 1988 batch Indian Foreign 
Service officer, has been appointed India’s new ambassador 
to Russia, which is considered a high-profile posting due to 
expanse of strategic cooperation between the two countries. 
Currently, he is serving as Indian envoy in Spain. He will 
succeed Pankaj Saran, who has been appointed deputy 
National Security Advisor (NSA). 

• Romesh Powar has been appointed the head coach of the 
Indian Women’s National Cricket team 

 Ramesh Powar, the former Indian off-spinner, has been 
appointed the head coach of the Indian Women’s National 
Cricket team on an interim basis till 30th November 2018. 
His term will include the tours to Sri Lanka in September, a 
bilateral series in West Indies in October followed by the 
2018 ICC Women’s World T20 in West Indies in November. 

• Mario Abdo Benitez has been sworn-in as the new 
President of Paraguay 
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 Mario Abdo Benítez has been sworn in as the new President 

of Paraguay after defeating his liberal rival in 2018 April 
elections. He succeeded Horacio Cartes. Mr Abdo Benítez is 
the son of a close aide to ex-military dictator Alfredo 
Stroessner & has faced criticism for defending the former 
leader’s record. 

 

OBITUARIES  
• Atal Bihari Vajpayee (93), the veteran leader, prolific 

writer and former Prime Minister of India, has passed 
away in New Delhi on 16th August 2018 

 Born on 25th December 1924 in Gwalior, he was first 
elected to the Lok Sabha in 1957 and had a long 
parliamentary experience spanning over four decades. He 
was elected to the Lok Sabha nine times and two times for 
the Rajya Sabha. 

• John Sankaramangalam, who passed away recently, was 
the veteran personality of film industry  

 John Sankaramangalam (84), the Veteran filmmaker and 
former director of Film and Television Institute of India 
(FTTI), has passed away in Thiruvalla, Kerala . A multi-
time recipient of national and state awards, 
Sankaramangalam was known for his experimental movies. 

• Umbayee, the noted ghazal singer from Kerala  has 
passed away. 

 Umbayee (68), the noted ghazal singer and composer from 
Kerala, has passed away at Aluva . Born in Mattancherry, 
he was a disciple of Ustad Munawar Ali Khan and was 
known his reinvention of several old Malayalam film songs 
in his own natural style. His birth name was PA Ibrahim. 

• Rajinder Kumar Dhawan, from INC passed away 
recently, 

 Rajinder Kumar Dhawan (81), the veteran Congress leader 
and a former Union minister, has passed away in New Delhi 
. As personal secretary and confidante to Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi, Dhawan was a witness to Indira Gandhi 
assassination in 1984. 

• Somnath Chatterjee (89), the former Lok Sabha Speaker 
& veteran leader, has passed away in Kolkata, West 
Bengal . 

 Mr. Chatterjee was the Speaker in the first five-year term 
(2004-2009) of the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) 
government and was elected to the Parliament’s Lower 
House ten times since 1971. 

• Chemmanam Chacko, who passed away recently, was 
noted poet of Malyalam  

 Chemmanam Chacko (92), the renowned Malayalam poet 
and Sahitya Akademi awardee, has passed away in Kochi, 
Kerala on August 14, 2018. Known for his satirical works, 
Chacko reacted to the contemporary socio-political issues 
of Kerala through his poems 

• Kofi Annan (80), the former UN secretary-general and a 
Ghanaian diplomat, has passed away in Switzerland 

 Kofi Annan (80), the former UN secretary-general and a 
Ghanaian diplomat, has passed away in Switzerland on 
August 18, 2018. He served two terms as UN chief from 
1997 to 2006. Mr Annan was the first black African to 
become UN secretary-general. He later served as the UN 
special envoy for Syria, leading efforts to find a peaceful 
solution to the conflict. 
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SPORTS 

• Indian mountaneer Shivangi Pathak has recently scaled 
Kilomanjaro  

 Shivangi Pathak (17) from Haryana, who became the 
India’s youngest women to scale Mt Everest from Nepal 
side, has recently scaled the highest peak of Africa “Mt 
Kilimanjaro”, which is located in Tanzania. The mountain 
is about 4,900 metres from its base to 5,895 metres above 
sea level. Her next target is to scale Europe’s highest peak. 

• Saurabh Verma Indian shuttler has lifted the 2018 
men’s singles Russian Open Badminton trophy 

 Ace Indian shuttler Sourabh Verma has lifted the 2018 
Russian Open Badminton trophy at Vladivostok on July 29. 
In the title clash, Sourabh defeated Japan’s Koki Watanabe 
by 18-21, 21-12, 21-17, and win his first title of the season. 

• Egypt has won the boy’s title at the WSF-World junior 
squash team championship 2018 

 The Egypt squash team has won the boy’s title at the 6th 
WSF-World junior squash team championship 2018 by 
defeating England by 2-0 in Chennai, Tamil Nadu on July 
29. Egypt’s Marwan Tarek, who lost the individual 
championship final, defeated Nick Wall of England in 
straight games. 

• Bajrang Punia has clinched gold in 71 kg  wrestling 
category at the 2018 Yasar Dogu International 
tournament 

 Wrestler Bajrang Punia has clinched gold in the 71kg 
freestyle at the 2018 Yasar Dogu International in Istanbul, 
Turkey. It was his second consecutive gold medal, after he 
recently won gold at the 2018 Tbilisi Grand Prix in 
Georgia. 

• Pradeep CAHAUDHARY has been conferred with the 
2018 Mohun Bagan Ratna 

 Pradip Choudhury, who formed the central defensive pair 
with Subroto Bhattacharya when Mohun Bagan took on 
Pele’s Cosmos team in 1977, has been conferred the Mohun 

Bagan Ratna 2018 at the annual day of the 129-year-old 
club.  

• Prabhat Kohli has become the first Asian to swim UK-
France channel 

 Prabhat Koli (19) from Maharashtra, who crossed the 
English Channel when he was 16, has become the first 
Asian to swim the choppy water from Jersey (an Island in 
the UK) to France in cold weather. The long-distance sea 
swimmer covered 25km in 6 hours and 54 minutes. 

• Odisha state government has launched a 360 degree 
nation-wide publicity campaign publicity campaign for 
2018 men’s hockey World Cup 

 The Government of Odisha has launched a 360 degree 
nation-wide publicity campaign “Heartbeats for Hockey” to 
attract fans for 2018 men’s hockey World Cup. The 
movement attempts to get India behind the game by way of 
music, entertainment, fashion, pure sport and panel 
discussions. 

• Gaganjeet Bhullar Indian golfer has won the 2018 Fiji 
International Golf title 

 Indian golfer Gaganjeet Bhullar has won the 2018 Fiji 
International title. It is his first win on the European Tour, 
ninth Asian Tour and 10th international title overall. Thus, 
he became the most successful Indian player on Asian Tour 
and the first Indian to win on Australasia Tour. 

• Carolina Marin has become the first woman shuttler to 
win the women’s singles World Badminton 
Championships for a third time 

 Olympic champion Carolina Marin of Spain has become the 
first woman shuttler to win the women’s singles World 
Badminton Championships thrice with an emphatic victory 
over P.V. Sindhu of India in Nanjing, China on August 5, 
2018. Earlier, Marin won the title in 2014 and the 2015 
Jakarta edition. 

• Netherlands has won the 14th edition of Women’s 
Hockey World Cup 2018 
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 In the 14th edition of Women’s Hockey World Cup 2018, 

defending champions the Netherlands a stunning 6-0 victory 
over Ireland in the summit clash at London on August 5 to 
extend their unbeaten run in all competitions to 32 matches. 
It must be noted that the Netherlands have been crowned the 
world champions for a record 8th time. India finished the 
tournament at the 8th spot. 

• INDIA U-20 football team has won the 2018 Cotif Cup 
football tournament 

 The Indian Under-20 football team has created history by 
winning the 2018 Cotif Cup football tournament by 
defeating the 6-time U20 World Cup champions Argentina 
by 2-1 in their final match in Spain.  

• Neeraj Chopra has become the  India’s flag-bearer in 
the opening ceremony of the 2018 Asian Games 

 Javelin thrower star Neeraj Chopra from Haryana will be 
India’s flag bearer in the opening ceremony of the 2018 
Asian Games in Jakarta, Indonesia. He will lead India’s 
contingent in the multi-sport event. So far, Chopra won gold 
in 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games (CWG), 2017 
Asian Athletic championships, 2016 South Asian Games and 
the 2016 World Junior Championships. 

• Bajrang Poonia Indian sportsperson has clinched India’s 
first Gold in the 18th Jakarta Asian Games 2018 

 August 19, Wrestler Bajrang Punia clinched India’s first 
gold medal in the 18th Asian Games after defeating 
Takatani Daichi of Japan in the men’s 65 kg freestyle title 
bout in Jakarta, Indonesia. Punia, who hails from Haryana, 
had won three consecutive gold medals — 2018 CWG (Gold 
Coast), Tbilisi Grand Prix (Georgia) and Yasar Dogu 
International (Istanbul) — ahead of the 2018 Asian Games. 

• Vinesh Phoghat become first Indian woman wrestler to 
bag gold at the 18th Asian Games 2018 

 Vinesh Phogat has created history by becoming the first 
Indian woman wrestler to win a gold medal at the Asian 
Games. in the final match in freestyle 50 kg category, she 
defeated Japan’s Yuki Irie in Jakarta, Indonesia on August 
20, 2018. The gold also enabled Vinesh to achieve another 
feat as she became the only woman wrestler to win two 
medals in back-to-back Asian Games. 

• Rahi Sarnobat has become the first-ever Indian woman 
to win an individual gold in shooting at the 2018 Asian 
Games 

 Indian shooter Rahi Sarnobat has become the first-ever 
Indian woman to win an individual shooting medal at the 
2018 Jakarta Asian Games. She bagged gold in the 25m 
pistol final event at the Jakabaring Shooting Range in 
Palembang, after prevailing in a double shoot-off at the 
2018 Jakarta Asian Games. 
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LIST OF REPORTS PUBLISHED BY DIFFERENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Name of Reports Published by 

1. World Economic Outlook International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

2. Global Financial Stability Report International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

3. Ease of Doing Business  World Bank  

4. World Development Report  World Bank 

5. Global Economic Prospects World Bank 

6. Financial Stability Report Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

7. Monetary Policy (India) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

8. Handbook of Statistics on Indian Economy Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

9. Quarterly Statistics on Deposits & Credit of Scheduled Commercial 
Banks in India 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

10. Report on Trend and Progress of Banking in India Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

11. Asian Development Outlook Asian Development bank 

12. Inclusive growth & Development Report World Economic Forum 

13. Engaging Tomorrow Consumer Report World Economic Forum 

14. Environmental Performance Index World Economic Forum 

15. Global Competitive Index World Economic Forum 

16. Global Energy Architecture Performance Index Report World Economic Forum 

17. Global Gender Gap Report World Economic Forum 

18. Global Information Technology Report World Economic Forum 

19. Human Capital Report World Economic Forum 

20. Inclusive growth & Development report World Economic Forum 

21. Outlook on Global Agenda World Economic Forum 

22. The Global Risk Report World Economic Forum 

23. Human Development Index United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

24. Sustainable development Goals United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

25. Gender Inequality Index United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

26. Global Hunger Index International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) 

27. Global Innovation Index  INSEAD 

28. World Economic Situation and Prospects United Nations Organizations (UN) 

29. Economic Freedom Index The Heritage Foundation 

30. World Happiness Report Sustainable Development Solution Network (SDSN) 
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100 ONE LINERS BANKING 
1. RBI introduced a new framework called,  Prompt 

Corrective Action (PCA) to regulate bank’s – NPA 

2. The PCA framework all the banks operating in India 
except – Regional Rural Banks 

3.  The PCA framework for banks was started in – 2002 

4. The first bank came under PCA framework is – IDBI 

5.  Till now how many banks came under PCA framework –3 

6. Under Prompt Corrective Action (PCA), the banks will be 
monitored on —–parameter. – Capital, Asset Quality and 
Profitability parameters. 

7. The loan is considered to be a Non Performing Assets once 
the borrower fails to make interest or principal payments 
for – 90 days 

8. RBI has put some trigger points to assess, monitor, control 
and take corrective actions on banks which are weak and 
troubled. The following one is not among them. – Capital 
Adequacy Ratio (CAR) 

9. The total value of Non Performing Assets surged to – Rs 
614,872 cr 

10. Indian Overseas Bank’s gross NPA ratio is – 22.42% 

11. United Bank of India gross NPA ratio is – 15.98% 

12. The bank will be closed or merged with other banks if the 
capital ratio falls below – 3.625% 

13. In which year National Payment Corporation of India 
(NPCI) was established – 2008 

14. NPCI comes under which Act – Companies Act 2013 

15. National Payment Corporation of India has ————– 
core promoter companies. – 10 

16. Who is CEO& MD of National Payment Corporation of 
India – A. P. Hota 

17. The paid up capital of NPCI is increased from 100Cr to – 
137 Cr 

18. The authorized Capital of NPCI is – 300 cr 

19. The Headquarters of  National Payments Corporation of 
India is – Mumbai 

20. List out the NPCI Products – NFS, BHIM, UPI, IMPS, 
NACH, AEPS, RuPAY, BBPS and CTS 

 

21. NPCI introduced Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) in – 
30th December 2016 

22. What does S stands for in AEPS – System 

23. What details does the customer need for an AEPS 
transaction – Aadhaar Number, Biometric and IIN 

24. Institution Identification Number has ——— digits – 6 

25. Which banking services can the customer avail usingAEPS 
– Cash Withdrawal, Cash Deposit,  Balance Enquiry,  
Fund Transfer 

26. What does B stands for in APB – Bridge 

27. —————- launched India’s first RuPay ATM & Micro 
ATM Card with Aadhaar Number – Bank of India 

28. Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) App supports —— 
languages – 12 

29. Bharat Interface for Money app developed by NPCI based 
on – UPI 

30. In BHIM app for a single transaction, the maximum limit 
is Rs – 10,000 

31. In BHIM app, daily transaction limit would not exceed Rs 
– 20,000 

32. Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) facility is provided by 
– NPCI 

33. What does second M stands for in MMID – Money 

34. Mobile Money Identifier (MMID) is a — digit number –7 

35. UPI – PIN has maximum ——– number of digits – 6 

36. UPI uses ———–, which uniquely identifies a respective 
bank account – Virtual Payment Address 

37. In UPI we can transfer maximum Rs – 1,00000 

38. The term — is used for Requesting money in UPI – PULL 

39. The term — is used for sending money in UPI – PUSH 

40. What does S stands for in QSAM – Service 

41. When using QSAM Service we need to dial – *99*99# 

42. What does S stands for in BBPS – System 

43. In India Capital Market is Regulated by – SEBI 

44. Who is responsible to appoint the Chairman for SEBI – 
GOI 

BANKING: AT A GLANCE 
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45. In which year Government of India established Securities 

and Exchange Board of India – 1988 

46. Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority (IRDA) 
of India  was established in – 1999 

47. Who is the Chairman for Insurance Regulatory and 
Development Authority of India – TS VIjayan 

48. Head Quarters of IRDA is – Hyderabad 

49. In India Commodity Market is regulated by – SEBI 

50. Public health & Food Safety is regulated by – FSSAI 

51. Head quarters of Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India is – New Delhi 

52. Who is the Chairman for FSSAI – AshishBahuguna 

53. Head quarters of Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is – 
New Delhi 

54. Bureau of Indian Standards was established in – 1986 

55. Director General of Bureau of Indian Standards is – Alka 
Panda 

56. In India Chit Funds are regulated by – Respective State 
Governments 

57. Who is the regulator of Foreign Exchange (Forex Market) 
in India – RBI 

58. In India Nidhi Companies are regulated by – Ministry of 
corporate affairs 

59. Who is the chairman of Pension Fund Regulatory and 
Development Authority (PFRDA) of India – Hemant 
Contractor 

60. Headquarters of Pension Fund Regulatory and 
Development Authority of India is – New Delhi 

61. In which year Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India started by GOI – 2003 

62. Headquarters of Small Industries Development Bank 
(SIDBI) of India is – Lucknow 

63. Small Industries Development Bank of India was 
established in – 1990 

64. Who is the Chairmen of SIDBI – KshatrapatiShivaji 

65. In which year Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 
(TRAI) was established in – 1997 

66. In which city Telecom Regulatory authority of India 
(TRAI) is headquartered – New Delhi 

67. In India Security Exchange Board of India regulates – 
Merchant Banking companies,  Venture Capital Fund,   
Algorithmic Trading ,   Credit Rating agencies 

68. In which city Advertising Standards Council of India 
(ASCI) headquartered – Mumbai 

69. Who is the Chairman of Financial Stability and 
Development Council (FSDC) – The Union Finance 
Minister of India 

70. In which year FSDC established in India – 2010 

71. Institute of Chartered Accounts in India (ICAI) is 
headquartered in – New Delhi 

72. In which year Export Credit Guarantee Corporation of 
India (ECGC) was established – 1957 

73. Headquarters of ECGC is – Mumbai 

74. Currently Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) represents —– 
Banking Companies operating in India. – 237 

75. Who is the regulator of Micro-Finance Regulatory 
Authority in India – NABARD 

76. The initial corpus of NABARD is — 100 Crore 

77. National Association of Software and Services Companies 
(NASSCOM) was established in –1988 

78. Reserve Bank of India was established on April 1, 1935 in 
accordance with the provisions of the —— act. – Reserve 
Bank of India Act, 1934 

79. RBI was nationalized on – 1949 

80. RBI has ——– regional offices – 19 

81. RBI can have atmost — deputy governors at any time. – 4 

82. When RBI was established, it has headquarters in – 
Kolkata 

83. In RBI Act 1934, the business banks can carry out is 
defined under – Section 21 

84. In RBI Act 1934,RBI has sole rights to issue currency 
notes and it comes under – Section 22 

85. Headquarters of RBI shifted from Calcutta to Mumbai in – 
1937 

86. Government of India has a sole right to print Rs 1 note or 
mint coins under – Coinage Act, 2011 

87. Cash Reserve Ratio comes under section —— of RBI Act 
1934 – 42 

88. Money market instruments and Securities are defined 
under which section of RBI Act, 1934 – 45U 
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89. In RBI Act 1934 section 26 (2) defines ——- of bank 

notes. – Withdrawal of legal tender 

90. Procedure for merger of banking companies is defined 
under section ____ of Banking Regulation Act, 1949. – 44 

91. Small Finance banks gets license under section ——-of 
Banking Regulation Act, 1949. – 22 

92. Payment banks gets license under section — of Banking 
Regulation Act, 1949 –22 

93. State Bank of India have —— foreign branches around the 
world. – 190 

94. After merger SBI bank have a deposit base of more than — 
lakh crore and advances level of — lakh crore. – 26 and 
18.50 

95. The State Bank of India merged with 5 associate banks and 
BharatiaMahila Bank on April 1, 2017. Which one is not 
among the list – State Bank of Saurashtra 

96. State Bank of India announced a customer should maintain 
minimum of  Rs —– in  a Rural Area. – 1000 

97. State Bank of India announced a customer should maintain 
minimum of  Rs —– in  a Urban Area. – 3000 

98. State Bank of India announced a customer should maintain 
minimum of  Rs ——— in  a Metro city. – 5000 

99. State Bank of India announced a customer should maintain 
minimum of  Rs ——— in  a Semi Urban Area. – 2000 

100. The Central Government has ——– stake in SBI Bank as 
of March 2017 – 62.22% 

IMPORTANT BANKING QUESTIONS FOR BANKING EXAMS 
1. In context of banking, what does ‘BBB’ stands for: Bank 

Board Bureau. 
Explanation: The Union Government has decided to set up 
Bank Board Bureau (BBB) for Public Sector Banks (PSBs), 
where each bank would be monitored on the basis of key 
performance indicators. 

2. In which year, the General Insurance Corporation of 
India (GIC) was incorporated as a company: 1971. 
Explanation: The General Insurance Corporation of India 
(GIC) was incorporated as a company in 1971 and it started 
business on January 1,1973. It was formed to control and 
operate the business of general insurance in India. 

3. On which date, nationalisation of private insurance 
sector in India took place: January 19, 1956. 
Explanation: On January 19,1956, the nationalisation of 
private insurance sector in India took place and Life 
Insurance Corporation came into existence by the Life 
Insurance of India Act on September 1, 1956. 

4. Which was the first Life Insurance company in India: 
Oriental Life Insurance Company. 
Explanation: The Oriental Life Insurance Company was the 
first Life Insurance company in India that was established in 
Calcutta in 1818, though it failed in 1834. 

5. In which year, Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority (IrDA) was constituted: 1999. 
Explanation: Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority (IRDA) was constituted in 1999 as an autonomous 
body to regulate and develop the insurance industry. 

6. Which project is to provide health and social security 
services to members of ESIC through a national digital 
network: Project Panchdeep. 
Explanation: Project Panchdeep is a project to provide 
health and social security services to members of ESIC 
through a national digital network. 

7. Under which section of Income Tax Act, the insured 
person can claim for tax deduction for the amount 
invested in insurance: Under Section 80 D. 
Explanation: Under section 80D of the income tax act, the 
insured person who takes out the policy can claim for tax 
deduction for the amount invested. 

8. On which date, Life Insurance Corporation of India 
(LIC) was established: September1, 1956. 
Explanation: As per the Life Insurance Corporation Act, 
1956, Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) was founded 
by Government of India on September 1,1956. 

9. What does ‘CMO’ stands for: Collateralized Mortgage 
Obligation. 
Explanation: Collateralized Mortgage Obligations (CMOs) 
are a type of Mortgage-Backed Security (MBS) with separate 
pools of pass-through security mortgages that contain 
varying classes of holders and maturities (tranches) with the 
advantage of predictable cash flow patterns. 

10. If a general or life insurance policy with a sum assured of 
Rs. 50000 or less, then it denotes which type of insurance 
category: Micro Insurance. 
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Explanation: A micro-insurance policy is a general or life 
insurance policy with a sum assured of Rs. 50000 or less. 

11. If a person experience illness, injury, or other physical or 
psychological impairment, whether temporary or 
permanent, then it is which type of risk: Morbidity Risk. 
Explanation: Morbidity Risk is the potential for a person to 
experience illness, injury, or other physical or psychological 
impairment, whether temporary or permanent. 

12. Which type of life insurance coverage payable to a third 
party lender upon the death of the insured for loss of loan 
payments: Mortgage Insurance. 
Explanation: Mortgage Insurance is a form of life insurance 
coverage payable to a third party lender/mortgagee upon the 
death of the insured/mortgagor for loss of loan payments. 

13. What do we call the money charged for the insurance 
coverage: Premium. 
Explanation: Premium is the money charged for the 
insurance coverage reflecting expectation of loss. 

14. A person who identifies, examines and classifies the 
degree of risk represented by a proposed insured in order 
to determine whether or not coverage should be provided 
and, if so, at what rate. In terms of insurance, what does 
a person stands for: Underwriter. 
Explanation: Underwriter is a person who identifies, 
examines and classifies the degree of risk represented by a 
proposed insured in order to determine whether or not 
coverage should be provided and, if so, at what rate. 

15. The process of identifying and classifying the degree of 
risk represented by a proposed insured. As per insurance 
sector, what does the term stands for: Underwriting. 
Explanation: Underwriting is the process by which an 
insurance company examines risk and determines whether 
the insurer will accept the risk or not, classifies those 
accepted and determines the appropriate rate for coverage 
provided. 

16. What is the minimum tenure of deposits to be taken by 
NBFCs: 12 Months. 
Explanation: All NBFCs are not allowed to take deposits. 
Only those NBFCs which have specific authorization from 
RBI are allowed to accept/hold public deposits. NBFCs 
cannot take demand deposits. 

17. What is the cap on loan amount given out by a Non-
Banking Financial Company – Micro Finance Institution 
(NBFC-MFI): 50000 Rs. 
Explanation: NBFC-MFI is a non-deposit taking NBFC 
which has at least 85% of its assets in the form of m 
microfinance. Such microfinance should be in the form of 
loan given to those who have annual income of Rs. 60,000 in 
rural areas and Rs. 120,000 in urban areas. 

18. All mutual funds in India must be compulsorily 
registered with: SEBI. 
Explanation: Mutual funds are compulsorily registered with 
the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi), which 
also acts as the first wall of defence for all investors in these 
funds. 

19. Which gives the right, but not an obligation, to buy the 
underlying at a stated date and at a stated price: Call 
Option. 
Explanation: An Option is a contract which gives the right, 
but not an obligation, to buy or sell the underlying at a stated 
date and at a stated price. 

20. A customized contract between two parties, where 
settlement takes place on a specific date in future at a 
price agreed today is called: Forwards Contract. 
Explanation: A forward contract is a customized contract 
between two parties, where settlement takes place on a 
specific date in future at a price agreed today. 

21. In which year the first organised future market was 
established in India: 1875. 
Explanation: The first organized futures market in India was 
established in 1875, under the name of ‘Bombay Cotton 
Trade Association’ to trade in cotton derivative contracts. 
This was followed by institutions for futures trading in 
oilseeds, food grains, etc. 

22. Which is an example for Long Term Investment Option: 
Public Provident Fund. 
Explanation: The short term investment options are savings 
bank account, money market/liquid funds and fixed deposits 
with banks. The Long term investments typically comprise 
the Post Office Savings Schemes, Public Provident Fund, 
Company Fixed Deposits, Bonds and Debentures, Mutual 
Funds etc. 

23. Basel Committee on Banking Supervision” is also known 
as: BIS Committee. 
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Explanation: The Basel Committee on Banking Supervision 
(BCBS) is a committee of banking supervisory authorities 
established in 1974 by the governors of the central banks of 
G-10. It is also known as Bureau of International Settlement 
(BIS) Committee. 

24. RBI takes “Prompt Corrective Action” when a bank is 
faced to: Low Capital Adequacy. 
Explanation: Prompt Corrective Action is a system of RBI 
under which it can initiate a corrective action in case of a 
bank which is found to be having low capital adequacy or 
high Non- performing Assets. 

25. Which of the following is India’s first Credit Rating 
Agency: CRISIL. 
Explanation: CRISIL is India’s first credit rating agency, 
incorporated in 1987 and was promoted by the erstwhile 
ICICI Ltd, along with UTI and other financial institutions. 

26. What is leverage ratio: Capital to total Assets (Not Risk-
Weighted). 
Explanation: A leverage ratio is the relative amount of 
capital to total assets (not risk-weighted). 

27. Who appoints the governor of Reserve Bank of India: 
Central Government. 
Explanation: The Governor of RBI is appointed by the 
Central Government. The approval comes from 
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet. 

28. In which types of banking, there is a direct execution of 
transactions between a bank and its consumers: Retail 
Banking. 
Explanation: When there is a direct execution of 
transactions between a bank and its consumers, rather than 
with corporations or other banks, then this type of banking 
system is known as Retail banking. 

29. Which is the first financial institution of India that 
adopted the Universal Banking System: ICICI. 
Explanation: Universal banking is a one-stop shop of 
financial products and services. The Industrial Credit and 
Investment Corporation of India Limited (ICICI) is the first 
financial institution of India that adopted the Universal 
banking system. 

30. Which types of Banking is most helpful in cross selling: 
Relationship Banking. 

Explanation: Relationship banking is a banking system in 
which banks make deliberate efforts to understand customer 
needs and offer him products accordingly. 

31. In terms with Banking Sector, Anywhere Banking refers 
to: The customer can deposit/ withdraw cash at any 
branch other than the branch in which he holds the 
account. 
Explanation: Anywhere Banking means that the customer 
can deposit/ withdraw cash at any branch other than the 
branch in which he holds the account. Anywhere banking 
frees the customer from geographical boundaries and 
limitations and gives the flexibility to the customer to use his 
account across the board. 

32. Which country has largest shadow banking market in the 
world: USA. 
Explanation: Shadow banking refers to the activities of 
financial institutions that operate outside government-
regulated banking systems. United States has the largest 
shadow banking market followed UK and China. 

33. What is the current number of Local Area Banks in 
India: FOUR. 
Explanation:  these four local area banks are: 1.Coastal 
Local Area Bank Ltd – Vijayawada (Andhra Pradesh) 
2.Capital Local Area Bank Ltd – Phagwara (Punjab) 
3.Krishna Bhima Samruddhi Local Area Bank Ltd, 
Mahbubnagar (Andhra Pradesh) 4.Subhadra Local Area 
Bank Ltd., Kolhapur (Maharashtra).  

34. Bank branches are established under which section of 
Banking Regulations Act, 1949: Section 23. 
Explanation: Branch banking involves business of banking 
via branches. The branches are set up under Section 23 of 
Banking Regulations Act, 1949. 

35. In the constitution of India, ‘Cooperatives’ come under 
which list among the seventh schedule: State List. 
Explanation: The item “Cooperative Societies” is a State 
Subject in the 7th Schedule via entry 32 of the State List in 
the Constitution of India.  

36. The owners of the cooperative bank are also its: 
Customers, Debtors & Creditors. 
Explanation: A cooperative is jointly owned enterprise in 
which same people are its customers who are also its owners. 
Thus, basic difference between scheduled commercial banks 
and scheduled cooperative banks is in their holding pattern. 
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37. For the regional rural banks, which among the following 

is the correct share of Central, State and Sponsor Bank: 
50%, 15% , 35%. 
Explanation: In RRBs, 50% share shall be held by the 
central government, 15% by the concerned state government 
and 35% by the sponsor bank. The RRB amendment act 
2014 has allowed the RRBs to raise their capital from 
sources other than the central and state governments, and 
sponsor banks. 

38. RBI has a principle that overseas banks are given near 
national treatment in India only if their home country 
allowed Indian banks to open branches there without much 
restrictions. This principle is known as: RECIPROCITY.  

39. Which is High Powered Money: M0. 
Explanation: The other name of the Reserve Money is 
“High Powered Money” and also “Monetary Base”. Reserve 
Money is all the Cash in the economy and denoted by M0. 

40. Auction of treasury bills is done by which organizations: 
RBI. 
Explanation: In the primary market, the auction of treasury 
bills is done by Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Mumbai. 

41. What is the minimum denomination of Treasury bills to 
issue in India: Rs. 25000. 
Explanation: The Treasury bills are available for a 
minimum denomination of Rs.25,000 and in multiples of Rs. 
25,000. They are issued at a discount and are redeemed at 
par. 

42. In what denominations Commercial Paper (CP) can be 
issued: Rs. 5 Lakh. 
Explanation: The CPs shall be issued in denominations of 
Rs 5 lakh and multiples thereof. The amount invested by a 
single investor should not be less than Rs.5 lakh (face value). 

43. What is the minimum maturity period of Certificate of 
Deposit (CD) issued by banks: 7 Days. 
Explanation: The maturity period of Certificates of Deposit 
(CDs) issued by banks should not be less than 7 days and not 
more than one year, from the date of issue. 

44. What does DFHI stand for: Discount & Finance House of 
India Limited. 
Explanation: The Discount and Finance House of India 
Ltd.(DFHI) was set up in April 1988 by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) to develop the money market and to provide 
liquidity to money market instruments. 

45. The maturity of Treasury Bills in India is always less 
than: 365 Days. 
Explanation: The maturity of Treasury Bills in India is less 
than 365 days. At present, the active T-Bills are 91-days T-
Bills, 182-day T-Bills and 364-days T-Bills. 

46. What is sold and purchased during Open Market 
Operations by RBI: Government Securities. 
Explanation: OMOs are conducted by the RBI via the 
sale/purchase of government securities to/from the market 
with the primary aim of modulating rupee liquidity 
conditions in the market OMOs are an effective quantitative 
policy tool in the armoury of the RBI, but are constrained by 
the stock of government securities available with it at a point 
in time.  

47. Which is used by RBI for sterilization of the Capital 
Inflows: Open Market Operations. 
Explanation: To check the reverse Capital Inflows, central 
banks often attempt what is known as the “sterilization” of 
capital flows. In a successful sterilization operation, the 
domestic component of the monetary base (bank reserves 
plus currency) is reduced to offset the reserve inflow. 

48. Which can be used to channelize surplus funds from 
savers to institutions for short term use: Commercial 
Paper. 
Explanation: While first three belong to capital market, last 
one is an instrument of Money Markets. Money Markets are 
essentially short term markets. 

49. Which segments of Money Markets is indicator of day to 
day interest rates: Call Money/Notice Money Market. 
Explanation: Call Money / Notice Money market is most 
liquid money market and is indicator of the day to day 
interest rates. If the call money rates fall, this means there is 
a rise in the liquidity and vice versa. 

50. What is Indian Depository Receipt: Indian Depository 
Receipt is a capital market instrument. 
Explanation: Money market instruments in India include 
Call Money / Notice Money / Term Money Market, Treasury 
Bill (T – Bills), Commercial Bills, Certificate Of Deposits 
(CDs), Commercial Papers (CP), Money Market Mutual 
Funds (MMMFs), The Repo / Reverse Repo Market etc. 

51. A syndicated loan is a form of lending in which: a group 
of lenders collectively extend a loan to a single borrower. 
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Explanation: Syndicated lending is a form of lending in 
which a group of lenders collectively extend a loan to a 
single borrower. The group of lenders is called a syndicate. 
The loan is called a syndicated loan. 

52. In which year, Foreign Currency Non-Resident Account 
Bank or FCNR (B) was first introduced: 1993. 
Explanation: Foreign Currency Non-Resident Account 
Bank or FCNR (B) was first introduced in 1993. While 
NRERA Account is a rupee account and the depositor is 
exposed to the Currency rates risk; FCNR is opened in 
foreign currency only. 

53. In which type of accounts, no cheque book is issued: 
Illiterate Account. 
Explanation: Illiterate accounts are opened on discretion of 
the banks if the person personally goes to the bank along 
with a witness already known to the bank and the depositor. 
No cheque books are issued for such accounts. 

54. No Risk, No reward”. This quote is most closely 
associated with: Risk-return trade-off. 
Explanation: The principle of Risk-return trade-off says that 
higher the potential return, higher is the risk. Low risk is 
associated with low potential returns, whereas high risk is 
associated with high potential returns. 

55. Which is also known as Contingent Liability of the 
banks: Non-fund based lending. 
Explanation: In Non-fund based lending, bank does not 
make any funds outlay but only gives assurance. The “letter 
of credit” and “bank guarantees” fall into the category of 
non-funding loans. 

56. NABARD administers a fund called Rural infrastructure 
Development Fund (RIDF). What is the major source of 
its funding: Penalties levied on domestic commercial 
banks who fail to meet PSL targets. 
Explanation: The penalties levied on domestic commercial 
banks who fail to meet PSL targets is the major source of 
Rural infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF) funding. It is 
administered by NABARD. 

57. Who monitors Priority Sector Lending (PSL) in 
commercial banks: Reserve Bank of India. 
Explanation: The priority sector lending by commercial 
banks is monitored by Reserve Bank of India (RBI) through 
periodical returns received from them. 

58. What is the loan limit for education under Priority Sector 
Lending (PSL) for studying in India and abroad 
respectively: Rs. 10 lakh, Rs. 20 Lakh. 
Explanation: Under Priority Sector Lending (PSL), the 
loans and advances granted to only individuals for 
educational purposes up to Rs.10 lakh for studies in India 
and Rs. 20 lakh for studies abroad. 

59. Which Indian bank has opened its first branch in China 
in May, 2015: ICICI Bank. 
Explanation: Country’s top private sector bank ICICI bank 
has opened its first branch in China. It was inaugurated by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The bank will be based in 
Shanghai. 

60. Recently, RBI has enabled banks to perform transaction 
in contactless cards for value up to Rs: 2000. 
Explanation: Reserve Bank of India has allowed banks to 
enable transactions in contactless cards (Tap and Pay) for 
value up to Rs 2000 without requiring a separate PIN 
authentication. 

61. Who is the chairman of the 7th Central Pay Commission: 
A.K Mathur. 
Explanation: Former Supreme Court Justice Ashok Kumar 
Mathur is the chairman of the 7th Central Pay Commission. 
Rathin Roy, Vivek Rae is the part time members of the 
committee and Meen Agarwal is the secretary. 

62. What is the accidental death cover available to holders of 
Kisan Credit Card: Rs. 50000. 
Explanation: Kisan Credit Card holders are covered by a 
personal accident insurance. This cover is available when the 
person enters the scheme. 

63. What is the validity period of a Kisan Credit Card: 3 
Years. 
Explanation: A Kisan Credit Card is valid for 3 years 
subject to annual review. As incentive for good performance, 
credit limits could be enhanced to take care of increase in 
costs, change in cropping pattern, etc. 

64. In terms of Credit Cards, what is a Hot Card: Stolen 
Card. 
Explanation: A hot card is a lost or stolen card. A hot list is 
the list of caution against the use of a credit card by a 
defaulter holder. 

65. With reference to the Credit Card number, which digits 
identify the Credit Card Network: Initial Two. 



 

 
<< 26 >> | IBS QUEST | OCTOBER, 2018  

 

           Quest IBS 
Explanation: The Length of the number is from 14 to 19. 
The first 6 digits are known as the Issuer Identification 
Number (IIN). Out of them, the first 2 or more digits identify 
the Card network. 

66. What is the time period during which no interest is 
charged on a credit card: Grace Period. 
Explanation: A credit card’s grace period is the time the 
customer has to pay the balance before interest is charged to 
the balance. Grace periods vary, but usually range from 20 to 
30 days depending on the type of credit card and the issuing 
bank. 

67. The Secured credit cards are generally available to the 
person with: Poor Credit History. 
Explanation: The Secured credit cards are an option to 
allow a person with a poor credit history or no credit history 
to have a credit card which might not otherwise be available. 

68. What does the cirrus logo on ATM / debit cards signifies: 
have cash access facility in and outside India. 
Explanation: The Cirrus is one of the logos found on the 
ATM or debit card and provides the card owner worldwide 
cash access facility. The Cirrus ATM network gives 
immediate access to the card owner’s funds available in the 
local currency when travelling abroad. 

69. Which is the first credit card facility to be recognised 
worldwide: VISA Card. 
Explanation: In 1977, Visa was adopted internationally and 
became the first credit card facility to be recognised 
worldwide. It is a conditional authorization given by a 
competent authority of a country for a person who is not a 
citizen of that country to enter its territory and to remain 
there for limited duration. 

70. The international standard which defines the shape and 
size of the I-Cards is: ISO/IEC 7810. 
Explanation: ISO/IEC 7810 is the international standard 
which defines the shape and size of the I-Cards including 
debit / credit cards. 

71. The business entity that is authorized to accept cards for 
the payment of goods and services is called: Merchant. 
Explanation: Merchant or Point of sale is any business 
entity that is authorized to accept cards for the payment of 
goods and services; it can be a brick and mortar shop or a 
website. 

72. From which country, the concept of Credit Card 
originated: United States. 
Explanation: The use of Credit Card first started in 1920s in 
United States of America for selling the fuel to the 
automobile owners. Later, it reached the customers when 
Diners Club was launched in early 1950s. 

73. The funds set aside by the banks as fraction to the loans 
to cover up losses is called: Provisioning Coverage Ratio. 
Explanation: For every loan given out, the banks to keep 
aside some extra funds to cover up losses if something goes 
wrong with those loans. This is called provisioning. 

74. To call a loan NPA, the interest or instalment of principal 
should remain overdue for a minimum period of more 
than: 90 Days. 
Explanation: To call a loan NPA, the interest or instalment 
of principal should remain overdue for a minimum period of 
more than 

75. In terms of agricultural loans in India, the short term 
credit refers to the loans made for a period less than: 15 
Months. 
Explanation: In case of agriculture loans, there are three 
types of loans viz. Short term (tenure <15 months), medium 
term (tenure 15 months to 5 years) and long terms (tenure > 
5 years). 

76. In banking language, which among is called Contingent 
Liability of the banks: Non Fund Based Lending. 
Explanation: In Non-fund based lending, bank does not 
make any funds outlay but only gives assurance. The “letter 
of credit” and “bank guarantees” fall into the category of 
non-funding loans. 
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Days to Remember 
JULY 
July  1 Doctor’s day 

July  6 World Zoonoses day 

July 11 World population day  

July 12 Malala Day  

July  15  International Youth Skills Day  

July 18  Nelson Mandela International Day  

July 28  World Hepatitis Day  

July 29  International Tigers Day 

JUNE 
Aug  6 Hiroshima day  

Aug  8 World Senior Citizen’s Day  

Aug  9 Nagasaki Day  

Aug 18 Int.day of the world’s indigenous people 

Aug 19 World Photography day  

Aug 20 National Sadbhavana Diwas  

Aug 29  National Sports Day 

 

Autobiographies of Famous Personalities  

Waiting for a visa B.R.Ambedkar 

My world,my side 
David Beckham,English 
former professional footballer 

A shot at history : My 
obsessive journey to 

Abhinav bindra 

AB: The Autobiography 
AB de Villiers –South African 
cricketer 

My Times,an 
autobiography 

J.B Kripalani, Indian politician 

Daughter of Destiny 
Benazir Bhutto,Prime Minister 
of Pakistan 

The substance and the 
shadow 

Dilip Kumar 

Athma Katha Dr. Rajendra Prasad 

Golden girl P.T Usha 

Waiting for a visa B.R. Ambedkar 

The Tunnel of Time R.K. Laxman 

No Spin 
Shane Warne ( Australian 
Cricketer) 

  

MISCELLANEOUS 
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Books 

S.no Authers Books 

1. Kalidasa  

Magdoot, 

Kumarasambhava, 

Swapnavasavadatta, 

Malavikagnimitra. 

2. R.K.Narayanan  

My days,The guide,Malgudi days, 

Waiting for the Mahatma,The dark room, 

The English teacher,The Financial expert  

3. Sarojini  Naido  
Broken wings, 

Golden Threshold  

4. Vikram Seth 

Two Lives, 

The golden Gate,A suitable boy, 

Arion and The Dolphin,An equal Music 

5. V.S. Naipoul 
Half a Life, 

A house for Mr.Biswas 
 

 

IMPORTANT ABBREVIATIONS  
APSC  Army Postal Service Core 

BCCI  Board of control for cricket in India 

CDMA Code division multiple access 

IMA  Indian Military Academy 

GPF  General Provident Fund  

EAS  Employment Assurance Scheme  

IPKF Indian Peace Keeping force  

SPCA  Society for the prevention of cruelty of Animals  

WMO World Meteorological organisation  

ZSI Zoological survey of India  

SAC  Space Application centre  
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LIST OF NATIONALIZED BANKS, HEADQUARTER AND TAGLINE 

Banks Headquarter Heads Tagline 

Allahabad Bank Kolkata Usha Ananthasubramanian A Tradition of Trust 

Andhra Bank Hyderabad Suresh N Patel Where India Banks 

Bank of Baroda Vadodara Ravi Venkatesan (Chairman) 

 P. S. Jayakumar (MD & CEO) 

India’s International Bank 

 

Bank of India Mumbai  Dinbandhu Mohapatra Relationship beyond Banking 

Bank of Maharashtra Pune Ravindra Prabhakar Marathe Ek Parivar, Ek Bank 

Canara Bank Bengaluru  T.N. Manoharan (chairman) 

 Rakesh Sharma (MD & CEO) 

Together We Can 

Central Bank of India Mumbai Rajeev Rishi Central to You Since 1911 

Corporation Bank Mangalore Jai Kumar Garg Prosperity for all 

Dena Bank Mumbai Ashwani Kumar Trusted Family Bank 

IDBI Bank Mumbai  Mahesh Jain Banking for All/ Aao sochein Bada 

Indian Bank Chennai  Kishor Kumar Kharat Your Own Bank,Your Tech-Friendly Bank 

Indian Overseas Bank Chennai  TCA Ranganathan (Chairman) 

 R Subramania Kumar (MD & 
CEO) 

Good People to Grow With 

Oriental Bank of 
Commerce 

Gurgaon, 
Haryana 

Mukesh Kumar Jain Where Every Individual is Committed 

Punjab National Bank New Delhi Sunil Mehta The Name You can Bank Upon 

Punjab & Sind Bank New Delhi Jatinder Bir Singh Where Service is a way of Life 

State Bank of India Mumbai Rajnish Kumar The Banker to Every Indian, Pure Banking Nothing 
Else, A Bank to a common Man, with you all the way.  

Syndicate Bank Manipal Ajay Nanavati (Chairman) 

 Melwyn Rogo (MD & CEO) 

A Faithful and Friendly Financial Partner  

Uco Bank Kolkata Ravikishan Thakkar Honours Your Trust 

Union Bank of India Mumbai Rajkiran Rai G. Good People to Bank with 

United Bank of India Kolkata Pavankumar Bajaj The Bank that begins with U 

Vijaya Bank Bengaluru R.A. Sankara Narayan A Friend You Can Bank Upon 
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Country  India 
Formation 1 April 1936 - (Odisha Dibasa) 
Capital Bhubaneswar 

Districts 30 
Governor  Ganeshi Lal 

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik (BJD) 
Legislature Unicameral (147 seats) 
Parliamentary 
constituency 

21 Lok Sabha;  10 Rajya Sabha 

High Court  Odisha High Court 

Total Area 155,707 km2 
Population (2011) 
 • Total 41,974,218 
 • Rank 9th 
GDP (2018–19) 
Total 4.43 Lakh Crore 

 

Odisha formerly Orissa is one of the 29 states of India, located in 
eastern India. It is surrounded by the states of West Bengal to the 
north-east, Jharkhand to the north, Chhattisgarh to the west and 
north-west, and Andhra Pradesh to the south. Odisha has 485 
kilometres (301 mi) of coastline along the Bay of Bengal on its 

east, from Balasore to Ganjam. It is the 9th largest state by area, 
and the 11th largest by population. It is also the 3rd most 
populous state of India in terms of tribal population. Odia 
(formerly known as Oriya) is the official and most widely spoken 
language, spoken by 33.2 million according to the 2001 Census. 

 

NATIONAL PARKS  

 Bhitarkanika National Park  
 Nandan Kanan Zoological Park  
 Simlipal National Park  

 

Wildlife Sanctuaries  

 Chilka Wildlife Sanctuary  
 Bassipalli Sanctuary  
 Badrama Wildlife Sanctuary 

 
Dance Form  Odissi  

State Animal  Sambar  

State Bird  Indian Roller  

State Flower  Blue Water Lilly  

State Tree  Indian Fig Tree  

 

FACTS  

 Hirakud dam which is built on Mahanadi river is the fourth 
largest dam of the world. 

 Pardeep is the major seaport of odisha.Gopalpur is the all-
weather port. 

 Odissi is the famous classical dance of the state. 
 Konark is famous for great temple of Sun god. 
 Puri (lord jagannath) is one of the CHAR DHAM (holy 

places of pilgrimages),at puri in the state of Odisha. 
 Lingraj Temple which is a famous Hindu Temple is located 

in Bhubaneshwar.  
 Barabati Stadium of cricket is situated in Cuttuck in Odisha .  
 Mandira Dam & Rangeli Dam Built across the river 

Mahanadi . 

  

STATE : AT A GLANCE  
ODISHA 
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1. Which of the following region/s will have most of its rainfall 

in the months of December-January? 
 1. areas in the borderlands of the Mediterranean sea. 
 2. central and southern California coast in USA 
 3. central Chile 
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1 and 2 only 
 c) 1 and 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
2. Chiefly the fracture and joint planes that cut across the 

bedding planes give rise to: 
 a) Horizontal permeability. 
 b) Vertical permeability. 
 c) Lateral permeability. 
 d) None of these. 
 
3. When salinity changes occur in a vertical profile: 
 a) The lower portion of the aquifer should be tapped. 
 b) The upper portion of the aquifer should be tapped. 
 c) The middle portion of the aquifer should be tapped. 
 d) The whole aquifer should be tapped. 
 
4. Which is the example of Aquifuge? 
 a) Clay. 
 b) Sandy clay.  
 c) Gravel bed. 
 d) Granite rock. 
 
5. “Lost Rivers" are associated with: 
 a) Volcanic rocks. 
 b) Limestone terrain. 
 c) Metamorphic rocks. 
 d) Sandstone rocks 
 
6. Artificial porosity and permeability can be achieved by: 
 a) Bore Blast Technique. 
 b) Hydraulic Fracturing. 
 c) Piston Fracturing. 
 d) All the above. 

7. The amount of ground water depends upon the: 
 a) Effective porosity. 
 b) Degree of saturation. 
 c) Temperature. 
 d) All the above. 
 
8. A well graded material has a : 
 a) High uniformity coefficient. 
 b) Moderate uniformity coefficient. 
 c) Low uniformity coefficient. 
 d) Very low uniformity coefficient. 
 
9. Effective particle size is the ........ Finer than value: 
 a) 5 %. 
 b) 10%. 
 c) 30 %. 
 d) 60%. 
 
10. For an aquifer, having water table in it the term can be use: 
 a) Unconfined aquifer. 
 b) Water table aquifer. 
 c) Confined aquifer. 
 d) Both (a) and (b). 
 
11. The pressures are........ In unconfined aquifer and ............... in 

confined aquifer: 
 a) Hydrostatic /Atmospheric. 
 b) Atmospheric/ Hydrostatic. 
 c) Both are atmospheric 
 d) Both are hydrostatic. 
 
12. When groundwater body ls separated from the main ground 

water by a relative Impermeable stratum of small extent, lt, is 
called: 

 a) Unconfined ground water. 
 b) Confined groundwater. 
 c) Perched groundwater. 
 d) Pressure groundwater. 
 
13. Recharge area is: 
 a) A region supplying water to a confined aquifer. 

SSC: MODEL TEST PAPER GEOGRAPHY 
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 b) A region supplying water to an unconfined aquifer. 
 c) A region supplying water to a per chard aquifer. 
 d) None of these. 
 
14. Deltas of eastern India are shrinking due to 
 1. huge amount of sediments being deposited. 
 2. groundwater mining. 
 3. construction of large dams. 
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
 a) 1 and 2 only 
 b) 1 and 3 only 
 c) 2 and 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
15. With reference to International Date Line (IDL), consider the 

following statements: 
 1. A traveler crossing the IDL from east to west gains a day. 
 2. IDL is an imaginary straight line at 180 degree meridian. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
16. Which of the following is/are examples of mountains of 

elevation? 
 1. Rockies 
 2. Himalayas 
 3. Andes 
 4. Alps 
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
 a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
 b) 1 ,3 and 4 only 
 c) 2 ,3 and 4 only 
 d) 1 ,2, 3 and 4 only 
 
17. The lava cone of a volcano is having steep sloping sides. 

Which of these can be said about the volcano? 
 1. the lava must have been highly fluid. 
 2. it must have high silica content. 
 3. the volcano must have been explosive. 
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
 a) 1 and 2 only 
 b) 1 and 3 only 

 c) 2 and 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
18. Which of the following is/are examples of chemical 

weathering? 
 1. frost action on rocks. 
 2. repeated wetting and drying. 
 3. oxidation of minerals in a rock 
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
 a) 1 and 2 only 
 b) 1 and 3 only 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
19. Which of the following comes under the phenomena of mass 

movement? 
 1. soil creep 
 2. weathering 
 3. landslide 
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
 a) 1 and 2 only 
 b) 1 and 3 only 
 c) 2 and 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
20. The rivers in India that flows through a rift valley are 
 1. Luni 
 2. Damodar 
 3. Tapi 
 4. Betwa 
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
 a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
 b) 1 ,3 and 4 only 
 c) 2 and 3 only 
 d) 1 ,2, and 4 only 
 
21. Many places in India are famous for particular minerals. 

Which of these pairs are correctly matched ? 
 1. Zawar : Uranium 
 2. Khetri : Copper 
 3. Balaghat : Manganese 
 4. Jaduguda : Zinc 
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
 a) 1 and 2 only 
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 b) 1 and 3 only 
 c) 2 and 3 only 
 d) 1 and 4 only 
 
22. With reference to layers of ionsphere, consider the following 

statements : 
 1. During day time, D layer’s density is less compared to E 

and F layer. 
 2. High-frequency radiowaves are reflected from the D layer. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
23. Albedo is the fraction of solar energy reflected from the 

Earth back into space. Consider the following : 
 1. Fresh snow 
 2. Ocean ice 
 3. Rivers on high mountains. 
 The correct order of their Albedo is : 
 a) 1 > 2 > 3 
 b) 2 > 3 > 1 
 c) 2 > 1 > 3 
 d) 1 > 3 > 2 
 
24. Which of the following are characteristic feature of Eastern 

Ghats? 
 1. structural unity of hills 
 2. physiographic continuity of hills 
 3. steep sided, flat topped topography 
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
 a) 1 and 2 only 
 b) 2 and 3 only 
 c) 3 only 
 d) None 
 
25. The world grasslands are useful for many economic activities 

like : 
 1. pastoral farming 
 2. wheat cultivation 
 3. safari tourism 
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
 a) 1 and 2 only 

 b) 1 and 3 only 
 c) 2 and 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
26. Consider the following statements about forests soils : 
 1. they are rich in humus 
 2. they are deficient in phosphorous and potash 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
27. Western Ghats run through many states in India. Which of 

the following is not among them? 
 a) Andhra Pradesh 
 b) Gujarat 
 c) Kerala 
 d) both (a) and (b) 
 
28. Peninsular rivers rarely form meanders. Which of the 

following could be a reason for it ? 
 1. hard rock surface of peninsular regions. 
 2. non-alluvial character of plateau 
 3. high erosional capacity of rivers 
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
 a) 1 and 2 only 
 b) 1 and 3 only 
 c) 2 and 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
29. With reference to insolation, consider the following 

statements : 
 1. Equator receives less insolation than tropics. 
 2. At the same latitude the insolation is more over the oceans 

than over the continents. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
30. Consider the following towns: 
 1. Karachi 
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 2. Dhaka 
 3. Mandalay 
 4. Jodhpur 
 Which of the following is the correct order of the towns from 

north to south ? 
 a) 1 2 3 4 
 b) 4 3 2 1 
 c) 4 1 2 3 
 d) 4 2 3 1 
 
31. An idealized aquifer should be: 
 a) Homogeneous. 
 b) Isotropic. 
 c) Homogeneous and isotropic. 
 d) Homogeneous and anisotropic. 
 
32. Storage coefficient equals specific yield In the case of : 
 a) Confined aquifer. 
 b) Unconfined aquifer. 
 c) Both confined and unconfined aquifers. 
 d) Artesian aquifer. 
 
33. Springs formed where the ground surface intersects-the water 

table, are called 
 a) Contact springs. 
 b) Artesian springs. 
 c) Depression springs. 
 d) Contraction springs  
 
34 Hot springs are known as: 
 a) Mud pots. 
 b) Fumaroles. 
 c) Geysers. 
 d) None of these. 
 
35. Which of the following form good aquifers: 
 a) Weathered granites. 

 b) Phyllite. 
 c) Shale. 
 d) Gravel. 
 
36. The intrinsic permeability is mainly applied in: 
 a) Groundwater theories. 
 b) Petroleum and natural gas industries. 
 c) Both groundwater and petroleum industries. 
 d) Groundwater and sea water theories. 
 
37. The approximate average permeability of gravel is: 
 a) 41.0 m/day 
 b) 4100.0 m/day. 
 c) 410.0 m/day 
 d) 4.10 m/day. 
 
38. .................. indicate regions of groundwater recharge 

and.............. associated with groundwater discharge : 
 a) Concave contours / Convex contours. 
 b) Convex contours/ Concave contours. 
 c) Concave contours/ Concave contours. 
 d) Convex contours/ convex contours. 
 
39. Groundwater boundary exists where: 
 a) There is a flow across a water table. 
 b) The inflow and outflow are equal. 
 c) There is no flow crosses a water table. 
 d) Groundwater boundary exists at any condition mentioned 

above. 
 
40. Residual drawdown is related to: 
 a) Recovery of groundwater. 
 b) Loss of groundwater. 
 c) No change in groundwater. 
 d) All of these. 
 

 
Answer Key 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
b b b d b d d a b d b c a c d d c c b c 
 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 
c a a d d a a a a c c b c c d b b b c a 
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1. Which of the following is/are not the functions of National 

Commission for SCs: 
 1. To advise on the planning process of socio economic 

development of the SCs. 
 2. To investigate all matters relating to OBCs. 
 A. 1 only. 
 B. 2 only. 
 C. Both. 
 D. None. 
 
2. Which of the following official/s is/are appointed by the 

President by Warrant under his hand and seal. 
 1. CAG. 
 2. Chairperson of National Commission of SCs. 
 3. Attorney General of India. 
 4. CVC 
 A. 1, 2 & 4 only. 
 B. 2 & 3 only. 
 C. 1 & 3 only. 
 D. 1, 2 & 3. 
 
3. Which of the following funds/authorities/bodies can be 

audited by CAG: 
 1. Consolidated funds of India, States & UTs having 

legislative assembly. 
 2. Contingency funds of India. 
 3. Public account of States. 
 4. Receipts and expenditures of PPP. 
 5. Local bodies. 
 A. 1, 2 & 3 only. 
 B. 1, 2 & 5 only. 
 C. 1, 3, 4 & 5 only. 
 D. All. 
 
4. Which of the following statement/s is/are true with regard to 

the Attorney General of India: 
 1. He/she is the highest law officer of the country. 
 2. He/she can be removed by the President on same 

grounds and in the same manner as a judge of the SC. 
 A. 1 only. 
 B. 2 only. 
 C. Both. 
 D. None. 
 
5. Which of the following statement/s is/are true with regard to 

the Attorney General of India: 
 1. He/she can be a member of a Parliamentary committee. 
 2. He/she is debarred from private legal practice. 
 A. 1 only. 
 B. 2 only. 
 C. Both. 

 D. None. 
 
6. Which is the correct order for approval of 5 year plans: 
 A.    Planning Commission – NDC – Cabinet  – Parliament . 
 B.     Planning Commission – Cabinet – NDC – Parliament . 
 C.     Planning Commission – NDC – Cabinet. 
 D.    Planning Commission – Cabinet – NDC. 
 
7. Which of the following statements are correct with regard to 

NHRC. 
 1. NHRC is neither a constitutional body nor a statutory 

body. 
 2. After their tenure Chairman & members are not eligible 

for further employment under the central or state 
government. 

 3. Its recommendations are binding on the concerned 
government or authority. 

 A. 1 & 2 only. 
 B. 2 only. 
 C. 1 & 3 only. 
 D. 1, 2 & 3. 
 
8. Members of selection committee for the selection of 

chairman of NHRC consists of: 
 1. PM. 
 2. Speaker. 
 3. Deputy Chairman of RS. 
 4. Leaders of the opposition in LS. 
 5. Leaders in the opposition in RS. 
 6. Chief Justice of India. 
 7. Home minister. 
 8. Minister of Social Justice & Welfare. 
 A. All except 7. 
 B. All except 7 & 8. 
 C. All except 6 & 8. 
 D. None of the above options are correct. 
 
9. Which of the following statements are correct: 
 1. The salary, allowances and other service conditions of 

the Chief Information Commissioner are similar to those of 
the Chief Election Commissioner. 

 2. The salary, allowances and other service conditions of 
the State Information Commissioner are similar to those of 
the Chief Justice of High Court. 

 3. The salary, allowances and other service conditions of 
the Chief Vigilance Commissioner are similar to those of 
the Chairman of UPSC. 

 A. 1 & 3 only. 
 B. 1 & 2 only. 
 C. 2 & 3 only. 
 D. 1, 2 & 3. 

SSC : MODEL TEST PAPER POLITICAL SCIENCE 
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10. Which of the following articles are correctly matched: 
 1. Election Commission – Article 338. 
 2. Finance Commission – Article 280. 
 3. National Commission for SCs – Article. 324 
 4. CAG – Article 148. 
 5. Attorney General of India – Article 76. 
 A. All except 1 & 5. 
 B. All except 1 & 3. 
 C. All except 2 & 5. 
 D. None of the above options are correct. 
 
11.  The Jurisdiction of CAT extends to: 
 1. Secretarial staff of Parliament. 
 2. Civilian employees of Defense Services. 
 A. 1 only. 
 B. 2 only. 
 C. Both. 
 D. None. 
 
12.  My friend described a tribunal in the following manner: 

The Tribunal shall not be bound by the procedure laid down 
under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but shall be 
guided by principles of natural justice. 

 He/she is probably referring to: 
 A. Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT). 
 B. National Green Tribunal (NGT). 
 C. He/she is either referring to CAT or to NGT. 
 D. He/she is neither referring to CAT nor to NGT. 
 
13. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct: 
 1. Right to Vote is not a FR but a Constitutional right. 
 2. Prisoners and under trials in India do not have the Right 

to Vote. 
 A. 1 only. 
 B. 2 only. 
 C. Both. 
 D. None. 
 
14. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct: 
 1. If somebody is convicted for some offence and he is 

sentenced to imprisonment for 3 years he cannot contest 
elections. 

 2. A person cannot contest from more than two 
constituencies for a Lok Sabha/Vidhan Sabha election. 

 A. 1 only. 
 B. 2 only. 
 C. Both. 
 D. None. 
 
15. Which of the following provisions of the constitution reveal 

the secular character of the Indian State: 
 1. The state shall not deny to any person equality before the 

law. 

 2. No religious instruction shall be provided in any 
educational institution maintained by the state. 

 3. The state shall endeavour to secure for all citizens a 
uniform Civil Code. 

 4. Any section of the society shall have the right to 
conserve its distinct language. 

 A. 1, 2, 3 only. 
 B. 2 only. 
 C. 2 & 3 only. 
 D. 1, 2, 3 & 4. 
 
16. Which of the following feature/s of the constitution of India 

has/have been borrowed from GOI Act 1935: 
 1. Office of the Governor. 
 2. Emergency Provisions. 
 3. Legislative Procedure. 
 4. Bicameralism. 
 5. Federation with a strong center. 
 A. 1, 2 & 4 only. 
 B. 1, 3, 4 & 5 only. 
 C. 1 & 2 only. 
 D. None of the above options are correct. 
 
17. Which of the following term/s was/were added by the 42nd 

Amendment act in our Preamble: 
 1. Socialist. 
 2. Secular. 
 3. Republic. 
 A. 1 & 2 only. 
 B. 1 only. 
 C. 2 & 3 only. 
 D. 1, 2 & 3. 
 
18. Which of the following statements are incorrect: 
 1. The Preamble is a prohibition on the powers of the 

legislature. 
 2. Preamble is not a part of the constitution. 
 3. Preamble cannot be amended, as it is a part of the basic 

structure of the constitution. 
 A. 1 & 2 only. 
 B. 2 & 3 only. 
 C. 1 & 3 only. 
 D. 1, 2 & 3. 
 
19. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct: 
 1. Indian territory can be ceded to a foreign state without 

amending the constitution as mentioned in article 368. 
 2. Resolution of boundary dispute between India and 

another country does not require constitutional amendment. 
 A. 1 only. 
 B. 2 only. 
 C. Both. 
 D. None. 
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20. Which of the following subject/s is/are enumerated in the 

concurrent list: 
 1. Actionable wrongs. 
 2. Education. 
 3. Protection of wild Animals and Birds. 
 A. 1 & 2 only. 
 B. 2 & 3 only. 
 C. 1 & 3 only. 
 D. 1, 2 & 3. 
 
21. Article 14 says that the state shall not deny to any person 

equality before the law or the equal protection of laws 
within the territory of India. Which of the following 
statements is/are true with regard to article 14. 

 1. Equality before the law is a negative concept whereas 
equal protection of law is a positive concept. 

 2. The concept of equality before the law is of British 
origin whereas equal protection of law is of American 
origin. 

 A. 1 only. 
 B. 2 only. 
 C. Both. 
 D. None. 
 
22. Which of the following statements is/are true: 
 1. High court can refuse to exercise its writ jurisdiction. 
 2. Territorial jurisdiction of SC for the purpose of issuing 

writs is wider than that of a High Court. 
 A. 1 only. 
 B. 2 only. 
 C. Both. 
 D. None. 
 
23. Which of the following statement with regard to Directive 

Principles is/are correct: 
 1. Courts cannot declare a law violative of any of the 

Directive Principles as unconstitutional and invalid. 
 2. Courts can uphold the validity of a law on the ground 

that it was enacted to give effect to a directive. 
 A. 1 only. 
 B. 2 only. 
 C. Both. 
 D. None. 
 
24. Which of the following schedules can be amended by 

simple majority of Parliament. 
 1. Second Schedule. 
 2. Fifth Schedule. 
 3. Sixth Schedule 
 4. Seventh Schedule. 
 A. 1 only. 
 B. 1 & 4 only. 
 C. 2 & 3 only. 
 D. 1, 2 & 3 only. 

25. In which of the following cases parliament can make laws in 
any matter enumerated in the state list. 

 1. During National Emergency. 
 2. During Presidents Rule. 
 3. To Implement International Agreements. 
 A. 1 only. 
 B. 1 & 4 only. 
 C. 2 & 3 only. 
 D. 1, 2 & 3 only. 
 
26. Article 358 & 359 describe the effect of a National 

Emergency on the Fundamental right. Which of the 
following statements are correct with regard to Article 358 
& 359. 

 1. Article 358 operates only in the case of External 
emergency and not in the case of Internal emergency. 

 2. Article 359 operates in case of both External & Internal 
emergency. 

 3. Article 358 suspends FR under article 19 for the entire 
duration of emergency. 

 4. Article 358 extends to the entire country whereas article 
359 may extend to entire country or part of it. 

 A. 1 & 2 only. 
 B. 1, 2 & 3 only. 
 C. 2, 3 & 4 only. 
 D. 1, 2, 3 & 4. 
 
27. Choose the correct statements from below: 
 1. The Regulating Act of 1773 was the first step by British 

govt to regulate the East India Company. 
 2. The Pitt’s India Act setup the Supreme Court in Calcutta. 
 3. The Charter Act of 1833 first recognized the company’s 

territories in India as British possessions. 
 4. Pitt’s India Act created the Board of Control to look after 

political affairs. 
 A. Only a,b,c is correct. 
 B. Only a,c,d is correct. 
 C. Only a,d is correct. 
 D. All are correct. 
 
28. Correct statement 
 1. The Pitt’s India Act created Board of Control to manage 

political affairs. 
 2. The Pitt’s India Act created the Court of Directors to 

manage the commercial affairs. 
 3. Both correct 
 4. Both wrong 
 
29. Choose the correct answer 
 1. Charter Act of 1833 created the post Governor General 

of India. 
 2. Charter Act, 1833 deprived the Governors of Bombay 

and Madras their legislative powers. 
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 3. Charter Act, 1853 introduced open competitive system 

for recruitment of civil servants. 
 4. Macaulay Committee on the Indian Police Service was 

formed in 1854 and it drafted the Indian Police Act,1861. 
 A. Only a,b is correct. 
 B. Only a,c is correct. 
 C. Only a,b,c is correct. 
 D. a,b,c,d is correct. 
 
30. The 15 member Council of India was setup under which 

act? 
 A. Indian Councils Act,1861 
 B. Indian Councils Act, 1892 
 C. Government of India Act,1858. 
 D. Indian Councils Act,1909 
 
31. The first person to be inducted into the Viceroy’s Executive 

Council was: 
 a. Dadabhai Naoroji 
 b. Sachichidanand Sinha 
 c. Satyendra Prasad Sinha 
 d. Satyendranath Tagore 
 
32. Correct Statement? 
 a. The Minto-Morley reforms were enacted through the 

Indian Councils Act,1919. 
 b. Lord Morley was the Secretary of State and Lord Minto 

was the Viceroy. 
 c. Both correct 
 d. Both wrong 
 
33. Correct statement? 
 a. The Council of India was formed through the 

Government of India Act,1858. 
 b. The Council of India was abolished through the 

Government of India Act, 1935. 
 c. Both correct 
 d. Both wrong 
 
34. Correct statement? 
 a. The Interim Government members formed in 1946 were 

members of Viceroy’s Executive Council. 
 b. The President of the Viceroy’s Executive Council was 

the Viceroy and Vice-President of the Council was 
Jawaharlal Nehru in the Interim Government. 

 c. Both correct 
 d. Both wrong 

35. From which of the following areas, were members drawn to 
the Constituent Assembly, as members drawn from Chief 
Commissioner’s provinces? 

 a. Delhi and British Baluchistan 
 b. Ajmer-Merwara 
 c. Coorg 
 d. All of the above 
 
36. Correct statement? 
 a. The Constituent Assembly was a sovereign body. 
 b. The Constituent Assembly was a legislative body apart 

from constitution making body. 
 c. Both correct 
 d. Both wrong 
 
37. Correct Statement? 
 a. The Constituent Assembly was chaired by 

Sachichiadand Sinha when it met as a legislative body. 
 b. The Constituent Assembly was chaired by Rajendra 

Prasad when it met as constitution making body. 
 c. Both correct 
 d. Both wrong 
 
38. Correct Statement? 
 a. The Universal  Adult Franchise is guaranteed under the 

constitution. 
 b. The 61st amendment brought the age for voting to 18 

years. 
 c. both correct 
 d. both wrong 
 
39. Correct Statement? 
 a. The 73rd and 74th amendment brought in changes in the 

levels of government. 
 b. From a 2-tier government, it changed it to a 4-tier 

government, bringing a new level with each amendment. 
 c. both correct 
 d. both wrong 
 
40. At the time of enactment of constitution, the provisions 

which enabled a secular state were: 
 a. Preamble, Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles 

of State Policy 
 b. Fundamental Rights and DSP 
 c. Fundamental Rights only 
 d. Directive Principles of State policy only 

 
 

Answer Key 
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1. Who was the Governor General of India during the Sepoy 

Mutiny? 
 a) Lord Canning 
 b) Lord Dalhousie 
 c) Lord Hardings 
 d) Lord Lytton 
 
2. Who among the following Governor Generals created the 

Covenanted Civil Service of India which later came to be 
known as the Indian Civil Service? 

 a) Warren Hastings         
 b) Wellesley 
 c) Cornwallis 
 d) William Bentinck 
 
3. Consider the following statements: 
 1) Warren Hastings was the first Governor General who 

established a regular police force in India on the British 
Pattern. 

 2) A Supreme Court was established at Calcutta by the 
Regulating Act, 1773. 

 3) The Indian Penal Code came into effect in the year 1860. 
 Which of the statements given above are correct? 
 a)  Only 1 and 2 
 b) Only 2 and 3 
 c)  Only 1 and 3 
 d) All of the above 
 
4. Consider the following statements: 
 1) Robert Clive was the first Governor-General of Bengal. 
 2) William Bentinck was the first Governor-General of 

India. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
 a) Only 1 
 b) Only 2 
 c) Both 
 d) None 
 
5. Which one of the following is considered the Magna Carta 

of the Indian people? 
 A.The Government of India Act, 1858 
 B. The Ilbert Bill 
 C. Indian Councils Act of 1892 

 D. Queen Victoria's Proclamation 
 
6. In what way did the early nationalists undermine the moral 

foundations of the British rule with great success? 
 A. By their agitation for Constitutional reforms 
 B. By advocating open revolt 
 C. By seeking foreign help against the British 
 D. By seeking the support of the Indians living abroad 
 
7. Consider the following statement (s) is/are related to the 

aims of the Indian National Congress in the early phases 
 I. Eradication of all possible race, creed or provincial 

prejudices among all lovers of India. 
 II. Promotion of personal intimacy among all the earnest 

workers in the cause of India. 
 III. Formulation of popular demands. 
 IV. Organisation of a violent struggle for the political 

emancipation of India.  
 Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 
 Codes: 
 A. I, II & III 
 B. I, II & III 
 C. III & IV 
 D. II & III 
 
8. Which of the following newspaper was started by  Annie 

Besant? 
 A. The Hindu 
 B. Indian Express 
 C. The Times of India 
 D. New India 
 
9. Who among the following was the real founder of the 

Aligarh Muslim University? 
 A. Nawab Salimullah 
 B. Syed Ahmad Khan 
 C. Abul Kalam Azad 
 D. Muhhammed Ali Jinnah 
 
10. Which of the following is not an event in ancient Indian 

history in BC era? 
 (a) Foundation of the Indo-Greek empire  
 (b) Beginning of Vikram samvat Era  
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 (c) Fourth Buddhist Council 
 (d) Hathigumpha inscription by Kharvela 
 
11. To perform which among the following functions, Rajukas 

were appointed by Asoka? 
 (a) Revenue Functions 
 (b) Judicial Functions 
 (c) Religious Functions 
 (d) Military Functions 
 
12. Which among the following scripts of modern India have 

descended from the Sarda Script? 
 1. Gurmukhi 
 2. Dogri 
 3. Sindhi 
 Choose the correct option from the codes given below: 
 (a) Only 1 
 (b) Only 1 & 2 
 (c) Only 2 & 3 
 (d) 1, 2 & 3 
 
13. The “Siddhimatrika” script was one of the forms of writing 

Sanskrit in ancient India. This script, which made Sanskrit 
works known in China and Japan was developed during the 
times of ___: 

 (a) Kanishka 
 (b) Harsha 
 (c) Meander 
 (d) Chandragupta Vikramaditya 
 
14. The ‘Saptanga Theory of State’ (Theory of Seven Limbs of 

the State) was propounded by : 
 (a) Kautilya in Arthashastra 
 (b) Manu in Manusmriti 
 (c) Kalhana in Rajatarangini 
 (d) Banabhatta in Harshacharita 
 
15. The doctrine of ‘Vyuhavada’ is associated with which 

among the following Sects (or) cults of India? 
 (a) Shaivism 
 (b) Vaishnavism 
 (c) Buddhism 
 (d) Jainism 
 
16. Which among the following Vedic Texts gives a systematic 

exposition of the ‘theory of rebirth’ for the first time? 

 (a) Chhandogya Upanishad 
 (b) Mundaka Upanishad 
 (c) Satapatha Brahmana 
 (d) Brihadaranyaka Upanishad 
 
17. The evidences of ‘pit-dwelling’ have been discovered from 

which of the following ancient Indian sites? 
 (a) Lothal and Kalibangan 
 (b) Burzahom and Gufkaral 
 (c) Ropar and Rangpur 
 (d) Kalibangan and Surkotada 
 
18. The first astronomical observatory of Harappan Civilization 

has been found at which among the following ancient Indian 
sites? 

 (a) Chanhudaro 
 (b) Ropar 
 (c) Daimabad 
 (d) Dholavira 
 
19. Who were Manu, Yajnavalkya , Narada and Brihaspati ? 
 (a) Law givers of ancient India 
 (b) Gods of Vedic religion 
 (c) Buddhist scholars and logicians 
 (d) Celebrated mathematicians and astronomers of ancient 

India 
 
20. Select the statement which is NOT correct regarding 

Kalidasa: 
 (a) Kalidasa was a renowned Sanskrit poet and dramatist of 

Gupta period. 
 (b) He was one of the nine gems in the court of 

Chandragupta I. 
 (c) Kumarasambhavam and Ritusamhara are his two epic 

works. 
 (d) His plays and poetry are primarily based on Hindu 

Puranas and philosophy 
 
21. Consider the following statement and identify with the help 

of the code given below the Viceroy who made the 
statement and when: ln my belief, Congress is tottering to 
its fall one of my great ambitions while in India is to assist it 
to a peaceful demise. 

 (a) Lord Curzon, in a letter to the Secretary of States in 
1900. 

 (b) Lord Curzon, while announcing the partition of Bengal 
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 (c) Lord Duffer in, during the farewell speech at Calcutta. 
 (d) Lord Minto, while addressing the Muslim delegation 

which met him at Shimla in 1906 
 
22. At which Congress session did Dadabhai Naoroji announce 

that Swaraj was the goal of lndia’s political efforts? 
 (a) 1886 Calcutta session 
 (b) 1893 Lahore session 
 (c) 1905 Banaras session 
 (d) 1906 Calcutta session 
 
23. The slogan ‘lnquilab Zindabad’ was first raised by: 
 (a) Lokmanya Tilak 
 (b) Veer Savarkar 
 (c) Chandrashekhar Azad 
 (d) Bhagat Singh 
    
24. Who among the following drafted the resolution on 

fundamental rights for the Karachi Session of Congress in 
1931? 

 (a) Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
 (b) Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
 (c) Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
 (d) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
 
25. Consider the following statements about Madam Bhikaji 

Cama: 
 1. Madam Cama unfurled the National Flag at the 

international Socialist Conference in Paris in the year 1907. 
 2. Madam Cama served as private secretary to Dadabhai 

Naoroji. 
 3. Madam Cama was born to Parsi parents. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
 (a) 1, 2 and 3 
 (b) 2 and 3 
 (c) 1 and 2 
 (d) 3 only 
 
26. Consider the following statements: 
 1. Sir Taj Bahadur Sapru and Sir Mohammad Shafi attended 

the first Round Table Conference as representatives of 
Indian National Congress 

 2. Mahatma Gandhi attended the second Round Table 
Conference as the sole representative of Indian National 
Congress 

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 (a) 1 only 
 (b) 2 only 
 (c) Both 1 and 2 
 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
27. Match the following: 
 Dates of Congress Important Happenings Sessions 
 A. Surat session of 1907 1. The Independence resolution 

adopted 
 B. Gaya session of 1922 2. Split in the Congress 
 C. Madras session of 1927 3. Decision to launch the Civil 

Disobedience Movement 
 D. Lahore session of 1929 4. The Swarajya Party formed 
      A B C D 
 (a) 1 2 3 4 
 (b) 3 4 1 2 
 (c) 2 4 1 3 
 (d) 4 3 2 1 
 
28. Consider the following statements: 
 1. The Cabinet Mission recommended a basic frame-work 

for the Constitution of India. 
 2. The Cabinet Mission laid down the procedure to be 

followed by the Constitution making body 
 Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 
 (a) 1 only 
 (b) 2 only 
 (c) Both 1 and 2 
 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
29. ‘Mahatma’ was added before Gandhiji’s name during: 
 (a) Champaran Satyagraha 
 (b) Rowlatt Satyagraha 
 (c) Amritsar session of INC in 1919 
 (d) Initial stages of Khilafat movement 
 
30. With which one of the following did the Civil Disobedience 

Movement in India commence? 
 (a) The Dandi March 
 (b) No tax campaign by Sardar Patel 
 (c) The unfurling of the national flag by Nehru 
 (d) Mahatma Gandhi’s going on fast 
 
31. What was the name of the first newspaper to announce the 

partition of Bengal on July 6th 1905? 
 (a) Swaraj 
 (b) Sanjivani 
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 (c) Kalantar 
 (d) Anandabazar Patrika 
 
32. In which country Indian Independence Committee was 

formed during British Era? 
 (a) France 
 (b) UK 
 (c) Germany 
 (d) USA 
 
33. In which year, Land Holder’s society was established in 

India? 
 (a) 1806 
 (b) 1828 
 (c) 1838 
 (d) 1850 
 
34. Under which among the following acts, Civil Services 

started in India? 
 (a) Charter Act 1813 
 (b) Charter Act 1833 
 (c) Charter Act 1853 
 (d) Charter Act 1793 
 
35. Which among the following is called Magnacarta of English 

education? 
 (a) Wood’s Despatch 
 (b) Hartog Committee Report 
 (c) Minute on Indian Education by Lord Macauley 
 (d) None of above 
 
36. Which of the following leader was one of the founding 

member og the Muslim League? 
 A. Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
 B. Shaukat Ali 
 C. Nawab Salimullah 
 D. Aga Khan  
 
37. Which of the following statement relates the Dadabhai 

Naoroji’s definition of ‘Drain of Wealth’? 

 A. Those resources of the country were being utilized in the 
interest of Britain. 

 B. That a part of India's national wealth or total annual 
product was being exported to Britain for which India got 
no material return. 

 C. That the British industrialists were being given an 
opportunity to invest in India under the protection of the 
imperial power. 

 D. That the British goods were being imported into the 
country making it poorer day by day.  

 
38. Which of the following reason that compel the Congress 

leader not to attend the Round Table Conference? 
 A. The British government was not in favour of M. K. 

Gandhi's participation in it. 
 B. The British government wanted to give representation to 

communal organisations. 
 C. The British government did not give any  assurance to 

the effect that the discussions  would proceed on the basis of 
granting  Poorna Swaraj. 

 D. Fazl-i-Hussain who was suspected of dislike towards the 
Muslims with leanings towards the Congress was to guide 
the British government in the choice of Muslim delegates to 
the conference.  

 
39. Who among the following leader headed the interim 

Government of 1946? 
 A. C. Rajagopalachari 
 B. M.K Gandhi 
 C. Jawaharlal Nehru 
 D. Dr. Rajendra Prasad  
 
40. Who was the first Governor General of the new Indian 

Dominion? 
 A. Rajendra Prasad 
 B. Vallabhbhai Patel 
 C. Rajagopalachari 
 D. Lord Mountbatten 

 
Answer Key 
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GDP: Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the total money value 
of final goods and services produced in the economic 
territories of a country in a given year. Total value of goods 
and services produced in India for 2017-18 is projected to 
be around 150 lakh crore Indian rupees or around 3 trillion 
US dollars at current market prices. This is the value of 
Indian GDP when expressed at current market price. 

 GDP stands for total value of goods and services produced 
inside the territory of India irrespective of whom produced it 
– whether by Indians or foreigners. 

GNP: Gross National Product (GNP) is the total value of goods 
and services produced by the people of a country in a given 
year. It is not territory specific. If we consider the GNP of 
India, it can be seen that GNP is lesser than GDP. 

REPO rate: REPO means Re Purchase Option – the rate by 
which RBI gives loans to other banks. Bank re-purchase the 
securities deposited with RBI at the REPO rate.  

Reverse REPO rate: RBI at times borrows from banks at a rate 
lower than REPO rate, and that rate is known as Reverse 
REPO rate. REPO and Reverse Repo are two major options 
under LAF (Liquidity Adjustment Facility). 

Marginal Standing Facility (MSF): MSF is the rate at which 
scheduled commercial banks could borrow money overnight 
from RBI against approved securities. Borrowing limit of 
banks under marginal standing facility is 2 percent of their 
respective Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL). 

Bank Rate: Bank rate is a higher rate, (1% higher than REPO 
rate) charged by RBI when it gives loans to commercial 
banks. Bank rate is different from MSF in the nature that 
Bank rate is long term, applies for all commercial banks and 
there is no limitation like 2 percent of their respective Net 
Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL). 

Brexit: It is an abbreviation for the term “British exit”, similar 
to “Grexit” that was used for many years to refer to the 
possibility of Greece leaving the Eurozone. Brexit refers to 
the possibility of Britain withdrawing from the European  

 

 Union (EU). The country will hold a referendum on its EU 
membership on June 23, 2016. 

Balance of Payments: The transaction in goods, services and  
income between an economy and the rest of the 
world,Changes of ownership and other changes in that 
economy’s monetary gold, special drawing rights (SDRs), 
and financial claims on and liabilities to the rest of the 
world, and Unrequited transfers. 

CRR: CRR corresponds to Cash Reserve Ratio. It corresponds 
to the percentage of liquid reserves each banks have to keep 
as cash reserve with RBI (in their current accounts) 
corresponding to the deposits they have. Banks will not get 
any interest for these deposits.  

Consumer Price Index: A comprehensive measure used for 
estimation of price changes in a basket of goods and 
services representative of consumption expenditure in an 
economy is called consumer price index. 

Cost Push Inflation: Cost push inflation is inflation caused by 
an increase in prices of inputs like labour, raw material, etc. 
The increased price of the factors of production leads to a 
decreased supply of these goods. While the demand remains 
constant, the prices of commodities increase causing a rise 
in the overall price level. This is in essence cost push 
inflation. 

Cross Elasticity of Demand: The measure of responsiveness of 
the demand for a good towards the change in the price of a 
related good is called cross price elasticity of demand. It is 
always measured in percentage terms. 

Credit Default Swaps: Credit default swaps (CDS) are a type of 
insurance against default risk by a particular company. The 
company is called the reference entity and the default is 
called credit event. It is a contract between two parties, 
called protection buyer and protection seller. 

Currency Deposit Ratio: The currency deposit ratio shows the 
amount of currency that people hold as a proportion of 
aggregate deposits.An increase in cash deposit ratio leads to 
a decrease in money multiplier. An increase in deposit rates 
will induce depositors to deposit more, thereby leading to a 

IMPORTANT ECONOMICS TERMS FOR 
STATE & CENTRE LEVEL EXAMS 
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decrease in Cash to Aggregate Deposit ratio. This will in 
turn lead to a rise in Money Multiplier. 

Capital Market: Capital market is a market where buyers and 
sellers engage in trade of financial securities like bonds, 
stocks, etc. The buying/selling is undertaken by participants 
such as individuals and institutions. 

CRAR: Capital to Risk Weighted Assets Ratio is arrived at by 
dividing the capital of the bank with aggregated risk 
weighted assets. The higher the CRAR of a bank the better 
capitalized it is. 

Capital Account Deficit: Capital account Deficit occurs when 
payments made by a country for purchasing foreign assets 
exceed payments received by that country for selling 
domestic assets. (For example, if Indians are buying a lot of 
properties in US, but if Americans are not buying any 
properties or buildings in India, India will have Capital 
Account Deficit.) 

Deflation: When the overall price level decreases so that 
inflation rate becomes negative, it is called deflation. It is 
the opposite of the often-encountered inflation.A reduction 
in money supply or credit availability is the reason for 
deflation in most cases. Reduced investment spending by 
government or individuals may also lead to this situation. 
Deflation leads to a problem of increased unemployment 
due to slack in demand. 

Ease of Doing Business: Ease of doing business is an index 
published by the World Bank. It is an aggregate figure that 
includes different parameters which define the ease of doing 
business in a country.  

Depreciation: The monetary value of an asset decreases over 
time due to use, wear and tear or obsolescence. This 
decrease is measured as depreciation.Depreciation, i.e. a 
decrease in an asset's value, may be caused by a number of 
other factors as well such as unfavorable market conditions, 
etc. Machinery, equipment, currency are some examples of 
assets that are likely to depreciate over a specific period of 
time. 

Depression: Depression is defined as a severe and prolonged 
recession. A recession is a situation of declining economic 
activity. Declining economic activity is characterized by 
falling output and employment levels. Generally, when an 

economy continues to suffer recession for two or more 
quarters, it is called depression. 

Devaluation of Currency: Devaluation is a deliberate 
downward adjustment to the value of a country's currency 
relative to another currency, group of currencies or standard. 
It is a monetary policy tool used by countries that have a 
fixed exchange rate or semi-fixed exchange rate. It is often 
confused with depreciation and is the opposite of 
revaluation. 

Fair Trade Price: In the commodities market, fair trade price is 
the minimum price that importers must pay to the producers 
of some agricultural products such as coffee and banana. It 
is the floor price that must be paid irrespective of the market 
price. 

Human Development Index: The Human Development Index 
(HDI) is a statistical tool used to measure a country's overall 
achievement in its social and economic dimensions. The 
social and economic dimensions of a country are based on 
the health of people, their level of education attainment and 
their standard of living. 

Imperfect Competition: Imperfect competition is a competitive 
market situation where there are many sellers, but they are 
selling heterogeneous (dissimilar) goods as opposed to the 
perfect competitive market scenario. As the name suggests, 
competitive markets that are imperfect in nature. 

Indifference Curve: An indifference curve is a graph showing 
combination of two goods that give the consumer equal 
satisfaction and utility. Each point on an indifference curve 
indicates that a consumer is indifferent between the two and 
all points give him the same utility. 

Inferior Goods: An inferior good is a type of good whose 
demand declines when income rises. In other words, 
demand of inferior goods is inversely related to the income 
of the consumer. 

Law of Demand: The law of demand states that other factors 
being constant (cetris peribus), price and quantity demand of 
any good and service are inversely related to each other. 
When the price of a product increases, the demand for the 
same product will fall. 

Law of Supply: Law of supply states that other factors 
remaining constant, price and quantity supplied of a good 
are directly related to each other. In other words, when the 
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price paid by buyers for a good rises, then suppliers increase 
the supply of that good in the market. 

LIBOR: LIBOR, the acronym for London Interbank Offer Rate, 
is the global reference rate for unsecured short-term 
borrowing in the interbank market. It acts as a benchmark 
for short-term interest rates. It is used for pricing of interest 
rate swaps, currency rate swaps as well as mortgages. 

Liquid Asset: An asset is said to be liquid if it is easy to sell or 
convert into cash without any loss in its value. By 
definition, bank notes and checking accounts are the most 
liquid assets. 

Liquidity: Liquidity means how quickly you can get your hands 
on your cash. In simpler terms, liquidity is to get your 
money whenever you need it.Liquidity might be your 
emergency savings account or the cash lying with you that 
you can access in case of any unforeseen happening or any 
financial setback. Liquidity also plays an important role as it 
allows you to seize opportunities. 

Marginal Standing Facility: Marginal standing facility (MSF) 
is a window for banks to borrow from the Reserve Bank of 
India in an emergency situation when inter-bank liquidity 
dries up completely.The MSF rate is pegged 100 basis 
points or a percentage point above the repo rate. Under 
MSF, banks can borrow funds up to one percentage of their 
net demand and time liabilities (NDTL). 

Market Capitalization: Market capitalization is the aggregate 
valuation of the company based on its current share price 
and the total number of outstanding stocks. It is calculated 
by multiplying the current market price of the company's 
share with the total outstanding shares of the company. 

Mark to Market: Mark-to-market refers to the reasonable value 
of an account that can vary over a period depending on 
assets and liabilities. Mark-to-market provides a realistic 
estimate of a financial situation. 

MIBID: MIBID or Mumbai Interbank Bid Rate is the rate of 
interest that a bank would be willing to pay to secure a 
deposit from another bank in the Indian interbank market. 
The MIBID rate is the weighted average of all interest rates 
that the participating banks offer on deposits on a particular 
day. It is calculated by the National Stock Exchange (NSE). 

Net National Income: National Income is Gross National 
Income or Gross National Product less depreciation.Gross 

National Product (GNP) is Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
plus net factor income from abroad. It measures the 
monetary value of all the finished goods and services 
produced by the country’s factors of production irrespective 
of their location. 

NIM: Net interest margin or NIM denotes the difference 
between the interest income earned and the interest paid by 
a bank or financial institution relative to its interest-earning 
assets like cash. Thanks to its frequent usage, it’s become a 
part of the banking and financial lexicon. 

NPA: A non performing asset (NPA) is a loan or advance for 
which the principal or interest payment remained overdue 
for a period of 90 days.Banks are required to classify NPAs 
further into Substandard, Doubtful and Loss assets. 
1. Substandard assets: Assets which has remained NPA 
for a period less than or equal to 12 months. 

 2. Doubtful assets: An asset would be classified as doubtful 
if it has remained in the substandard category for a period of 
12 months. 

 3. Loss assets: As per RBI, “Loss asset is considered 
uncollectible and of such little value that its continuance as 
a bankable asset is not warranted, although there may be 
some salvage or recovery value.” 

Payments Bank: A payments bank is like any other bank, but 
operating on a smaller scale without involving any credit 
risk. In simple words, it can carry out most banking 
operations but can’t advance loans or issue credit cards. It 
can accept demand deposits (up to Rs 1 lakh).  

PDS: PDS orPublic distribution system is a government-
sponsored chain of shops entrusted with the work of 
distributing basic food and non-food commodities to the 
needy sections of the society at very cheap prices. 

PPP (Purchasing Power Parity): The theory aims to determine 
the adjustments needed to be made in the exchange rates of 
two currencies to make them at par with the purchasing 
power of each other. In other words, the expenditure on a 
similar commodity must be same in both currencies when 
accounted for exchange rate. The purchasing power of each 
currency is determined in the process. 

Quantity theory of Money: Quantity theory of money states 
that money supply and price level in an economy are in 
direct proportion to one another. When there is a change in 
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the supply of money, there is a proportional change in the 
price level and vice-versa. 

Rationing: Rationing refers to an artificial control on the 
distribution of scarce resources, food items, industrial 
production, etc. In banking, credit rationing is a situation 
when banks limit the supply of loans to consumers. In 
economics, rationing refers to an artificial control of the 
supply and demand of commodities. 

Real Economic Growth Rate: Real Economic Growth Rate is 
the rate at which a nation's Gross Domestic product (GDP) 
changes/grows from one year to another. GDP is the market 
value of all the goods and services produced in a country in 
a particular time period. 

Recession: Recession is a slowdown or a massive contraction in 
economic activities. A significant fall in spending generally 
leads to a recession. 

Risk Management: the world of finance, risk management 
refers to the practice of identifying potential risks in 
advance, analyzing them and taking precautionary steps to 
reduce/curb the risk. 

Securitization: Securitization is a process by which a company 
clubs its different financial assets/debts to form a 
consolidated financial instrument which is issued to 
investors. In return, the investors in such securities get 
interest. 

Soft Currency: Soft currency is a currency which is hyper 
sensitive and fluctuates frequently. Such currencies react 
very sharply to the political or the economic situation of a 
country. 

SLR: SLR (Statutory Liquidity Ratio) corresponds to the 
percentage of liquid reserves each banks have to keep as 
cash reserve with themselves corresponding to the deposits 

they have. Banks have to mandatory keep reserves 
corresponding to SLR locked with themselves in the form of 
gold or government securities. The main difference between 
CRR and SLR is that banks need to keep CRR with RBI, 
but SLR with themselves, but locked. 

SDR: This is a kind of reserve of foreign exchange assets 
comprising leading currencies globally and created by the 
International Monetary Fund in the year 1969.SDR is often 
regarded as a 'basket of national currencies' comprising four 
major currencies of the world - US dollar, Euro, Chinese 
Yuan, British Pound and Yen (Japan). The composition of 
this basket of currencies is reviewed every five years 
wherein the weightage of currencies sometimes get altered. 

Speculation: Speculation involves trading a financial instrument 
involving high risk, in expectation of significant returns. 
The motive is to take maximum advantage from fluctuations 
in the market. 

Underwriting: Underwriting is one of the most important 
functions in the financial world wherein an individual or an 
institution undertakes the risk associated with a venture, an 
investment, or a loan in lieu of a premium. Underwriters are 
found in banking, insurance, and stock markets. 

Venture Capital: Startup companies with a potential to grow 
need a certain amount of investment. Wealthy investors like 
to invest their capital in such businesses with a long-term 
growth perspective. This capital is known as venture capital 
and the investors are called venture capitalists. 

Windfall Gains: Windfall gain (or windfall profit) is an 
unexpected gain in income which could be due to winning a 
lottery, unforeseen inheritance or shortage of supply. 
Windfall gains are transitory in nature. 
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• Justin Tradeau is the Present Prime Minister of Canada. 

Ottawa is the capital of Canada.   

• Manohar Lal Khattar is the CM of Haryana. Kaptan Singh 
Solanki is the Governor of Haryana.   

• The Capital of Saudi Arabia is Riyadh and Currency is 
Riyal . 

• General Bipin Rawat is the present & 27th Chief of Army 
Staff.  

• Commonwealth Games 2018 will be held in Gold Coast 
in Australia . 

• 23rd Winter Olympics venue is Peyongchang in South 
Korea.  

• Antonio Guterres is the Secretary general of United 
Nations&Amina . J. Mohammad is Deputy Sec. Gen.  UN 
Headquarters in New York, United Nations.  

• Cyril Ramaphosa has been named as the new President of 
South Africa . 

• Audrey Azoulay is the Present Director-General of 
UNESCO. UNESCO headquarters in Paris, France.   

• Majuli is a river island in the Brahmaputra River, Assam. 
It is India‘s first island district & world‘s largest river 
island. Jagdish Mukhi is the Present Governor of Assam.   

• Haruhiko Kuroda has been named as the New Governor 
of Bank of Japan.  

• Amjadkawi Ahmed Yusuf has been named as the New 
President of International Court of Justice. ( Headquarters 
– The Hague , Netherlands.)  

• Harsimrat Kaur Badal, the Union Cabinet Minister of 
Food Processing Industries.  

• Chanda Kochhar is the MD & CEO of ICICI Bank. ICICI 
Bank Headquarters in Mumbai.  

• Cairo is the capital of Egypt. Egyptian pound is the 
currency of Egypt.  

• Jim Yong Kim is the President of World Bank. World 
Bank headquarters in Washington, D.C., United States.   

• TedrosAdhanom Ghebreyesus is the WHO‘s Director 
General. WHO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.  

• Tunis is the capital of Tunisia. BejiCaidEssebsijas is the 
present President of Tunisia. 

• Thimphu is the capital of Bhutan. Dzongkha is the official 
language of Bhutan.   

• Jamsetji Tata was the founder of TATA Steels. It 
Headquarters in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

• Bharti AXA Life is a life Insurance player that was started 
in 2006. It brings together the Paris-headquartered AXA 
Group & Bharti Enterprises. 

• Moscow is the capital of Russia. Vladimir Putin is the 
present President of Russia.  

• Martina Hingis is from Switzerland.   

• World Economic Forum Headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland. Klaus Schwab is the Founder & Executive 
Chairman of WEF.  

• Siddaramaiah is the present CM of Karnataka. 
VajubhaiVala is the present Governor of Karnataka.   

• Shahid Khaqan Abbasi is the present PM of Pakistan. 
Islamabad is the capital of Pakistan. 

• Devendra Fadnavis is the CM of Maharashtra. 
Chennamaneni Vidyasagar Rao is the Governor of 
Maharashtra.   

• JinLiqun is present president of the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB). Beijing, China is headquarters 
of AIIB.  

• Astana is the Capital of Kazakhstan. Kazakhstani tenge is 
the currency of Kazakhstan.   

• KrishIyer is the President & CEO of Walmart India.  

• Naveen Patnaik is the CM of Odisha. SC Jamir is the 
Governor of Odisha.   

STATIC GK FROM RECENT CURRENT AFFAIRS 
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• Yogi Adityanath is the CM of Uttar Pradesh. Ram Naik is 

the Governor of Uttar Pradesh. 

• Yes Bank Headquarters in Mumbai. CEO of Yes Bank is 
Rana Kapoor.  

• Yerevan is the Capital of Armenia.  Its currency is 
Armenian dram.   

• K.P. Sharma Oli has been named as the new Prime 
Minister of NEPAL . 

• Sanjay Agarwal, MD & CEO, AU Small Finance Bank.   

• ONGC stands for Oil & Natural Gas Corporation Limited. 
Shashi Shankar has been recently appointed CMD of 
ONGC.  

• Lt Gen SK Shrivastava is the Director General Border 
Roads Organization.  

• Sushil Chandra is the Chairman of Central Board of 
Direct Taxes (CBDT).  

• Boxing Federation of India (BFI) President- Ajay Singh.   

• AIBA- Amateur International Boxing Association.   

• AIBA President- Dr Ching-Kuo Wu, Headquarters- 
Switzerland.  

• Ambassador for AIBA Youth Women‘s World Boxing 
Championship 2017- Mary Kom.   

• Twitter CEO- Jack Dorsey, Headquarters- California, 
USA.  

• Co-founder & CEO of Ola- Bhavish Aggarwal.   

• Microsoft CEO- Satya Nadella.  

• Apollo Munich Health Insurance, CEO- Antony Jacob.   

• UNESCO- United Nations Educational, Scientific & 
Cultural Organization. Director-General- Audrey 
Auzolay, Headquarters- Paris, France.   

• Paytm CEO- Vijay Shekhar Sharma.  

• BHIM- Bharat Interface for Money 

• UPI- Unified Payment Interface.  

• IBRD- International Bank for Reconstruction & 
Development.  President- Jim Yong Kim (12th), 
Headquarters- Washington, DC USA  

• Guinea Capital- Conakry, Currency- Guinean Franc.   

• Rajiv Kumar- Financial Services Secretary.   

• Ajay Narayan Jha- Expenditure Secretary,   

• Neeraj Kumar Gupta- Secretary, DIPAM.  

• Subhash Chandra Garg- Economic Affairs Secretary.  

• Bangladesh Capital- Dhaka, Currency- Taka.  PM- Sheikh 
Hasina, President- Abdul Hamid. 

• New Zealand Capital- Wellington,  Currency- New 
Zealand dollar.   

• National Green Tribunal (NGT)-  Chairperson- Justice 
Swatanter Kumar, Headquarter- New Delhi, Established- 
November 2010.   

• IDFC Bank MD & CEO- Sunil Kakkar, Headquarters- 
Mumbai.  MobiKwik  CEO- Bipin Preet Singh, 
Headquarters- Gurgaon, Haryana.   

• PayPal Headquarter- California USA, Founded in- 1998.  
PayPal Holdings Inc President & CEO- Dan Schulman.   

• HDFC Bank CEO- Aditya Puri, Headquarter- Mumbai.  

• Nepal PM- Sher Bahadur Deuba, President- Bidhya Devi 
Bhandari.  

• Bank of China Chairman- Chen Siqing.   

• State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor- Tariq Bajwa.  
Pakistan PM- Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, President- 
Mamnoon Hussain.   

• Kerala  CM- Pinarayi Vijayan, Governor- Palaniswamy 
Sathasivam.  
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• Mumbai hosted India’s first-ever nationwide food 
archaeology conference “ArchaeoBroma” 

 India’s first-ever nationwide conference on the archaeology, 
anthropology and sociology of food was held in Mumbai, 
Maharashtra from on May 5 and 6, 2018. The conference 
titled “ArchaeoBroma” is being touted as India’s first-ever 
national meet on “food as culture”. 

• 138th is the India’s rank in the 2018 World Press 
Freedom Index (WPFI) 

 India has been ranked 138th out of 180 countries in the 2018 
World Press Freedom Index (WPFI), which is compiled by 
Reporters Without Borders. As per index, India fared poorly 
on indicators such as hate speeches, attacks on journalists 
on social media, trolling them and targeting their reputation. 
The list was topped by Norway followed by Sweden. 

• NITI Aayog has launched the Atal New India Challenge 
that will provide grants of 1 crore to innovative products 
and solutions 

 The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) of the NITI Aayog has 
launched the Atal New India Challenge, which aims to 
support innovators to create products/solutions based on 
advanced technologies in areas of national importance and 
social relevance through a grant-based mechanism. 

• Indu Malhotra has become the first woman lawyer to be 
directly promoted as a judge of the Supreme Court (SC) 

 Indu Malhotra, a renowned arbitration expert, has become 
the first woman lawyer to be directly promoted as a judge of 
the Supreme Court (SC). She took oath of office and secrecy 
as Supreme Court judge in New Delhi. 

• Under the ‘Adopt a Heritage’ project, Dalmia Bharat 
Limited corporate house has signed MoU to maintain 
historic site “Red Fort” 

 The Dalmia Bharat Limited has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the Union Tourism Ministry to 
take up Red Fort (Delhi) and Gandikota Fort (Andhra 

Pradesh) under the ‘Adopt a Heritage’ project. By signing 
the contract, Dalmia Bharat has become the first corporate 
to be part of the initiative. 

• The Shirui Lily Festival 2018 was celebrated in Manipur.  

 The 2nd edition of Shirui Lily Festival 2018 has recently 
concluded at Ukhrul district in Manipur on April 28, 2018. 
The festival is sponsored by the Department of Tourism, 
Government of Manipur to spread awareness about 
conservation of the endangered Shirui Lily and promote the 
district of Ukhrul as a tourist destination in Manipur. 

• Pawan Chamling has become the India’s longest serving 
Chief Minister of India 

 On April 29, Pawan Chamling has created history by 
becoming the longest serving chief minister in India. He 
surpassed the record of former communist ruler of West 
Bengal, Late Jyoti Basu. Chamling became the chief minister 
of Sikkim on 12th December 1994 and has ruled the tiny 
Himalayan state ever since. 

• The 2018 Ayushman Bharat Diwas has celebrated on 
April 29  

 As part of Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, Ayushman Bharat Diwas 
has celebrated across the country on April 29, 2018. During 
the event, information regarding Ayushman Bharat Scheme 
is being provided to people during health camps organised in 
rural areas. 

• Varanasi to host the 15th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBS-
2019) 

 The 15th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBS-2019) will be held in 
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh from January 21 to 23, 2019. The 
event would be inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his Mauritian counterpart Pravind Jugnauth. 

• The Government of India (GoI) has launched Kisan 
Kalyan Karyashala for farmer outreach as part of 
Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan 

 The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare has 
organised Kisan Kalyan Karyashala at the block level across 
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the country on May 2, 2018 in which farmers from that block 
will participate. 

• The “2018 Vijay Prahar” exercise of Indian Army has 
started in Rajasthan  

 The “2018 Vijay Prahar” exercise of Indian Army’s South 
Western Command has started near Suratgarh in Rajasthan. 
Over 20,000 troops of the strike formations of the Army are 
engaged in the exercise to fine-tune the joint-manship with 
the Indian Air Force (IAF). 

• Maharashtra become the first Indian state to provide 
digitally-signed land record receipts 

 Maharashtra has become the first Indian state to provide 
digitally-signed land record receipts (also known as 7/12 
receipts). The 7/12 receipt is the most important document 
which establishes the ownership of the land and is primarily 
used by farmers while applying for loans. 

• The 12th edition of the bilateral border trade between 
India and China has resumed through Nathu La  

 The 12th edition of the bilateral border trade between India 
and China from Nathu La border in Sikkim has resumed for 
the scheduled period from May 1 to November 30. The 
trading days are from Monday to Thursday and the trade 
will continue till November 30. 

• New Delhi hosted the national workshop on Data 
Requirements for Disaster Risk Reduction Database 

 The 2-day national workshop on Data Requirements for 
Disaster Risk Reduction Database successfully concluded in 
New Delhi . It has set the stage for the creation of a national-
level disaster database. 

• Ministry of Women & Child Development hold National 
Conference of 244 Districts under Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao (BBBP) in New Delhi 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development (WCD) will 
hold National Conference of 244 Districts under Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao (BBBP) in New Delhi . The Nodal Officers of 
244 Districts, State Nodal Officers and Senior officers will 
be present in the day-long Conference. 

• Guwahati is hosting the 4th edition of Vibrant North East 
2018 

 The 4th edition of ‘Vibrant North East 2018’ has started in 
Guwahati, Assam on 3rd May 2018 in which people would 
be made aware of central government’s schemes and 
programmes. It is organised by Delhi-based NGO.  

• The 4th Regional Conference on ‘Futuristic, Resilient 
and Digital Infrastructure’ was held in Bengaluru  

 The 4th Regional Conference on ‘Futuristic, Resilient and 
Digital Infrastructure’ was held in Bengaluru . The 2-day 
Conference was organized by the Ministry of Finance, 
Government of India in collaboration with the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII), andResearch and Information 
System for Developing Countries (RIS).        

• India’s GDP growth rate for 2018-19 is 7.3% as per latest 
economic data by Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has projected India to 
remain the fastest growing Asian nation with 7.3% growth in 
2018-19, and 7.6% in 2019-20. ADB Chief Economist 
Yasuyuki Sawada has stated that India should not worry 
about not achieving 8% growth but focus on increasing 
domestic demand by reducing the income inequality. 

• West Bengal to host the International Children’s Theatre 
Festival 2018 

 The 2018 International Children’s Theatre Festival will be 
held at the Academy of Fine Arts in Kolkata, West Bengal 
from June 17 to 21. Children of various theatre groups from 
eight countries besides host India will take part in fest. The 
participating countries are France, Slovenia, Swaziland, 
Mexico, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Bangladesh. 

• Ramit Tondon Indian squash player has won the 2018 
Abu Dhabi Open squash title 

 Ramit Tandon from India has won the Abu Dhabi Open 
squash title on May 6, 2018. In an exciting one-hour final in 
Abu Dhabi, Ramit toppled number one seed Omar Abdel 
Meguid of Egypt with scores of 11-6, 6-11, 11-3, 11-2. 

• The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has celebrated its 
58th Raising Day on May 7  

 The Border Roads Organisation (BRO), which plays a 
pivotal role in infrastructure development in border areas, 
has celebrated its 58th Raising Day on May 7, 2018. Since 
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its inception in 1960, the BRO has grown from 02 to 19 
projects. 

• The first organised census of Indus Dolphins will be 
carried out in Punjab  

 The first organised census of Indus Dolphins will be carried 
out by the Punjab government along with World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) -India for the conservation of Indus dolphins, 
which are one of the world’s rarest mammals. 

• The birth anniversary of Nobel laureate Rabindra Nath 
Tagore has celebrated on 7th May  

 The birth anniversary of Asia’s first Nobel laureate Rabindra 
Nath Tagore has celebrated on May 7, 2018. Rabindra 
Jayanti is popularly called Poncheeshe Boishakh and being 
celebrated ceremoniously and jauntiness all across West 
Bengal and Bangladesh. 

• The Union Government has launched the website of 
Digital India Internship Scheme in New Delhi  

 Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad has launched the 
website of Digital India Internship Scheme in New Delhi. 
Under this scheme, 25 interns will be inducted for a period 
of three months. These interns will be paid a stipend of Rs. 
10, 000 per month. 

• Telangana state government has launched Rythu Bandhu 
scheme for farmers 

 The Telangana government has launched Rythu Bandhu 
(friend of farmers) scheme at Dharmarajupalle-Indiranagar 
village in Karimnagar district on May 10, 2018. The scheme 
is a first-of-its-kind initiative providing investment support to 
farmers, who own land. 

• 6th is the India’s rank on the Global Optimism Index 
(GOI) in the first quarter of 2018, as per latest Grant 
Thornton’s International Business Report (IBR) 

 After topping the chart for four years, India has been slipped 
to the 6th position globally on the Global Optimism Index in 
the first quarter of 2018, as per survey by Grant Thornton’s 
International Business Report (IBR). The report says the 
business optimism in India has deteriorated while entering 
the last year of the current regime. 

• The Sikkim government has nominated Mohit Chauhan 
as the Green Ambassador of the state 

 The Sikkim government has nominated Bollywood singer 
Mohit Chauhan as the Green Ambassador of the state for 
promoting Sikkim as a Green Destination, nationally and 
internationally, on voluntary basis. He is a playback singer 
and singer of a band known as ‘Silk Route’. 

• The Parliamentary panel to study the recovery of black 
money and performance of public sector banks for 2018-
19. The panel will be headed by Murli Manhohar Joshi  

 The parliamentary panel headed by veteran BJP MP Murali 
Manohar Joshi has decided to study the recovery of black 
money and performance of public sector banks among a host 
of subjects. The 30-member Estimates Committee has 
decided to study a host of subjects related to various 
ministries in  year 2018-19. 

• 7.4% is the India’s GDP growth rate for 2018, as per 
IMF’s latest report “Asia and Pacific Regional Economic 
Outlook”   

 In its latest report “Asia and Pacific Regional Economic 
Outlook”, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
reaffirmed that India will be the fastest-growing major 
economy in 2018, with a growth rate of 7.4% that rises to 
7.8% in 2019 with medium-term prospects remaining 
positive. 

• The 2018 National Technology Day (NTD) is celebrated 
on 11th May  

 The National Technology Day (NTD) is celebrated every 
year in India on May 11. On this day in 1998, India 
successfully tested its nuclear bombs in Pokhran, Rajasthan. 
The tests were conducted under the leadership of Former 
President Dr A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, who was then DRDO 
Chief, and Dr R Chidambaran, then Chairman of Atomic 
Energy Commission. 

• The UNDP has proposed to set up skill development 
centre Hyderabad  to empower vulnerable and 
marginalised women 

 The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) will 
set up a skill development centre at ‘Bharosa,’ an integrated 
support centre for distressed women and children in 
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Hyderabad, Telangana. The purpose of the centre is to 
empower vulnerable and marginalized women by imparting 
skills training. 

• New Delhi hosted the first meeting of the BIMSTEC 
Working Group on Customs Cooperation 

 The first meeting of the BIMSTEC Working Group on 
Customs Cooperation was held in New Delhi, India on 10-11 
May 2018. Delegates from all the BIMSTEC Member States, 
i.e., Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand attended the meeting. 

• The first-ever all-woman Post Office Passport Seva 
Kendra (POPSK) has started operations in Paghwara  

 The first-ever all-woman Post Office Passport Seva Kendra 
(POPSK) has started operations in Phagwara, Punjab. The 
seva kendra was inaugurated by Union Minister Vijay 
Sampla in the local head Post Office. It was 192nd POPSK 
in the country, but the first one to be operated by an all-
woman team. 

• Indore has been ranked India’s first cleanest city, as per 
latest survey report “Swachh Survekshan-2018” 

 Indore has been ranked India’s first cleanest city, as per 
latest survey ‘Swachh Survekshan-2018’. Bhopal has been 
ranked second and Chandigarh third in the survey at the 
national level. Besides, Vijaywada in Andhra Pradesh is 
India’s cleanest big city with a population of over 10 lakh. 

• Shivangi Pathak has become the India’s youngest women 
to scale Mt Everest from Nepal side  

 Shivangi Pathak (16) has become the India’s youngest 
women to scale Mt Everest from Nepal side. Born in Hisar of 
Haryana, Shivangi climbed Mt Everest to spread the 
message that women could overcome any obstacle to achieve 
their goals. 

• Ramalingam Sudhakar has been sworn-in as new Chief 
Justice of Manipur High Court 

 Justice Ramalingam Sudhakar has been sworn-in as the new 
Chief Justice of Manipur High Court on May 18, 2018. He 
was administered the oath of office by Prof. Jagdish Mukhi, 
the acting governor of Manipur, at the Raj Bhawan in 
Imphal. Prior to this post, Justice Sudhakar has served as 
Acting Chief Justice of Jammu and Kashmir High Court.  

• 6th is the India’s position in the world in terms of total 
wealth, as per AfrAsia Bank Global Wealth Migration 
Review 2018 

 According to the AfrAsia Bank Global Wealth Migration 
Review, India is the 6th wealthiest country in the world with 
a total wealth of US $8,230 billion. The factors that will help 
in wealth creation in India include large number of 
entrepreneurs, good educational system, robust outlook for 
IT. 

• Mario Abdo Benitez has won the 2018 presidential 
election in Paraguay 

 Mario Abdo Benitez, who belongs to the ruling Colorado 
Party, has won the 2018 presidential election in Paraguay 
by defeating Efraín Alegre with 46.46% of the votes to 
42.73%. (Capital: Asuncion, Currency: Guarani)  

• The Government of India (GoI) has recently entered 
into a legal agreement with World Bank on biotech 

 The Government of India (GoI) has entered into a legal 
agreement with the World Bank for a flexible financing 
arrangement to accelerate research towards early 
development for biopharmaceuticals. 

• Lumbini hosted the 2018 International Buddhist 
Conference 

 International Buddhist Conference was held in Lumbini, the 
birth place of Gautama Buddha. It was organised as part of 
2562nd Buddha Jayanti celebrations. 

• Russia to host the multi-nation counter-terrorism 
exercise “Peace Mission 2018” 

 The multi-nation counter-terrorism exercise “Peace 
Mission” will be held at the Ural mountains of Russia in 
September 2018, which will take place under the framework 
of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). 

• Uniting Workers for social and Economic Advancement 
is the theme of World Labor Day  

 The International Labour Day, also known as International 
Worker’s Day or May Day, observed every year on May 1 
to promote and encourage the international labour 
associations. The day marks the victory of workers’ 
movement for 8 hours of work. 
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• The first-ever joint Army exercise “Harimau Shakti 

2018” has started between India and Malaysia 

 The first-ever joint Army exercise “Harimau Shakti 2018” 
has started between the troops of the Indian and Malaysian 
armies at Wardieburn Camp in Kuala Lumpur . The focus 
will remain on tactical operations in jungle warfare. 

• 6Th is the India’s rank in the list of doping violations, as 
per latest report of World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) 

 India has been ranked joint-sixth in the list of doping 
violations with 69 cases, same as that of Russia, according 
to World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) report for samples 
collected in 2016. 

• The first-ever India-South Africa Business Summit 
(ISABS – 2018) was held in Johannesburg  

 The first-ever India- South Africa Business Summit (ISABS 
2018) was held at the Sandton Convention Centre, 
Johannesburg, South Africa. The tag line of the Summit was 
“United by Legacy, Unified for Prosperity” and was 
attended by the Minister of Commerce and Industry and 
Civil Aviation, Suresh Prabhu. 

• Keeping Power in check : Media, Justice & Rule of Law 
was the theme of World Press Freedom Day in 2018 

 The World Press Freedom Day is observed every year on 
May 3 to evaluate press freedom around the world, to 
defend the media from attacks on their independence and to 
pay tribute to journalists who have lost their lives while 
following their profession. 

• India and Guatemala has recently agreed to support 
each other for Non-permanent membership of UNSC. 

 India and Guatemala have signed a pact for strengthening 
diplomatic cooperation through Respective Foreign Service 
Institutes in the educational field. The agreement was 
recently inked after a meeting between Vice President M 
Venkaiah Naidu and his Guatemala counterpart, Jafeth 
Cabrera Franco in Guatemala City.    

• Memorable Smiles around the world is the theme of 
2018 World Red Cross Red Crescent Day (WRCRCD) 

 The World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day (WRCRCD) is 
observed every year on May 8 to recognize the 

extraordinary contribution and incredible achievements of 
the stalwarts and volunteers around the world for helping 
the people in need anytime, anywhere. 

• The 2018 International Firefighters’ Day (IFFD) is 
observed on May 4 

 The International Firefighters’ Day (IFFD) is observed 
every year on May 4 to thank all firefighters for their 
extraordinary commitment, exceptional courage and for 
their selfless service. 

• The 2018 World Athletics Day (WAD) is observed on 
May 7  

 The World Athletics Day (WAD) is observed every year on 
May 7 to popularize sports among the youth, to promote 
athletics as the primary sport in schools and institutions 
and to encourage and introduce new talent and youngsters 
in the field of athletics. 

• Tahir Hussain Indian American professor has received a 
grant of $1.6M by the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) to protect kidneys from obesity 

 Dr Tahir Hussain, an Indian-American professor of 
Pharmacology at the University of Houston, has received a 
grant of 1.6 million dollars from the National Institutes of 
Health to examine a kidney cell that could prevent damage 
from inflammation caused by obesity. 

• India has signed 200 Million US Dollars  amount of loan 
deal with World Bank for National Nutrition Mission 
(POSHAN Abhiyaan) 

 India has signed a loan agreement of $200-million with the 
World Bank for the National Nutrition Mission (POSHAN 
Abhiyaan) to achieve its goal of reducing stunting in 
children aged 0-6 years from 38.4% to 25% by 2022. 

• Asia and More is the theme of the 15th edition of the 
Asia Media Summit (AMS-2018) 

 On May 10, India has hosting the 15th edition of the Asia 
Media Summit (AMS-2018) in New Delhi with theme 
“Telling our Stories- Asia and More”. New Delhi is hosting 
the annual summit of the Asia-Pacific Institute for 
Broadcasting Development (AIBD) Kuala Lumpur for the 
first time. 
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• China hosted the 2018 Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) Tourism Ministers’ conference 

 The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Tourism 
Ministers’ conference was held in Wuhan, China on 9th 
May 2018. From India, the Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) for Tourism and Minister of State for Electronics 
and Information Technology, K. J. Alphons attended the 
conference. 

• Mohammad Yunus has been conferred with the 11th 
KISS Humanitarian Award 2018 

 Prof. Muhammad Yunus, the Nobel laureate and noted 
economist, has been conferred with the 11th KISS 
Humanitarian Award 2018 on May 11 for his unwavering 
commitment to eradicate global poverty and foster 
economic and social development. He is the founder of the 
Grameen Bank in Bangladesh and is widely known as the 
Father of Microfinance. 

• Nurses A Voice to Lead – Health is a Human right is the 
theme of International Day of Nurses  

 The International Nurses Day (IND) is celebrated every 
year across the world on May 12 to mark the birth 
anniversary of Florence Nightingale, the founder of modern 
nursing. 

• Nepal to host the 2018 meeting of the BIMSTEC Sub-
Group on Prevention of Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic 
Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and precursor 
Chemicals 

 The 5th meeting of the BIMSTEC Sub-Group on Prevention 
of Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic 
Substances and precursor Chemicals to be held in 
Kathmandu, Nepal on 23 May 2018. The Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is an international organisation of 
7 nations.  

• Type 001A is the China’s first home-built aircraft 
carrier that recently started sea trials 

 China’s first domestically developed aircraft carrier “Type-
001A” has recently started sea trials. The aim of trials is to 
demonstrate the reliability and capability of the ship’s 
propulsion systems. 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched 
REPLACE comprehensive plan to eliminate trans fat in 
foods by 2023 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a 
comprehensive plan “REPLACE” to eliminate industrially-
produced artificial trans fats from the global food supply by 
2023. The elimination of trans fats is key to protecting the 
health and saving lives. 

• 7.6% is the India’s GDP growth forecast for 2018-19, as 
per latest UN World Economic Situation and Prospects 
(WESP) report 2018 

 As per latest UN World Economic Situation and Prospects 
(WESP) report of mid 2018, India’s economy is projected to 
grow 7.6% in fiscal year 2018-19 and 7.5% for FY 18. This 
is a substantial recovery from the 6.7% growth India 
registered in fiscal year 2017. 

• Shoplifters has won the best film award “Palme d’Or” 
at the 2018 Cannes Film Festival 

 The Japanese family drama ‘Shoplifters’ has received the 
coveted award for best film, the Palme d’Or, at the Cannes 
Film Festival on May 20, 2018. Poland’s Pawel 
Pawlikowski won the best director award for his love story 
‘Cold War’. 

• The 2018 Venture Capital Symposium was organized by 
NITI Aayog to deepen the economic relationships 
between India and France  

 The Venture Capital Symposium 2018 is organized by NITI 
Aayog in association with Vision India Foundation in New 
Delhi to deepen the economic relationships between France 
and India. The purpose of the event is to support the Start-
up India programme. 

• Amitabh Bachchan has been honoured by European 
Union for strengthening Europe-India cultural ties 

 Megastar Amitabh Bachchan has been honoured by 
European Union for strengthening Europe-India cultural 
ties. Bachchan, whose last release “102 Not Out”, co-
starring Rishi Kapoor, was well-received by critics as well 
as audiences, will next be seen in “Thugs of Hindostan”. 
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• South Africa hosted the 26th BASIC Ministerial 

Meeting on Climate Change 

 The 26th BASIC Ministerial Meeting of Environment 
Ministers was held in Durban, South Africa. India was 
represented by Union Environment Minister Dr. Harsh 
Vardhan. In it, Dr Vardhan reiterated his appeal to make 
joint efforts to create a societal movement in combating 
climate change through “Green Good Deeds”. 

• Russia has launched the world’s first floating nuclear 
power station 

 Russia has launched the world’s first floating nuclear 
power station ” Akademik Lomonosov ” at a ceremony in 
the port of the far northern city of Murmansk, where it will 
be loaded with nuclear fuel before heading to eastern 
Siberia. 

• Celebrating 25 years of action for biodiversity is the 
theme of the 2018 International Bio-diversity Day (IBD) 

 The International Bio-diversity Day (IBD) is observed on 
22nd May every year to increase understanding and 
awareness of biodiversity issues. The 2018 theme 
‘Celebrating 25 Years of Action for Biodiversity’ marks the 
25th anniversary of the entry into force of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity.  

• Nicholas Maduro is the newly elected President of 
Venezuela 

 Nicolas Maduro Moro, the leftist leader and Venezuela’s 
President, has been re-elected to a second six-year term. 
Maduro hailed his win as a victory against imperialism, but 
his rival candidates have rejected the electoral process and 
called for new elections. 

• Stacey Cunningham become the first female president of 
the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) 

 The New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) has named Stacey 
Cunningham its first female President in the history of the 
226-year-old exchange. She will succeed Thomas Farley . 
Currently, she is the Chief Operating Officer (COO) of 
NYSE. 

• State Bank of India  has allowed depositors to withdraw 
cash from its Point of Sale (PoS) devices 

 In a bid to ease the cash crunch, the State Bank of India 
(SBI) has decided to allow depositors to withdraw cash 
from its Point of Sale (PoS) devices available with 
merchants. 

• INDIA is the highest recipient of remittances in 2017, as 
per World Bank (WB)’s latest report “Migration and 
Development Brief” 

 As per World Bank (WB)’s latest report “Migration and 
Development Brief”, India is the highest recipient of 
remittances globally in 2017 with $69 billion, followed by 
China ($64 billion), the Philippines ($33 billion), Mexico 
($31 billion), Nigeria ($22 billion), and Egypt ($20 billion). 

• ICICI Bank has launched instant overdraft ‘InstaOD’ 
facility for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) 

 The ICICI Bank has launched instant overdraft ‘InstaOD’ 
facility for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) 
in a completely online and paperless manner. Customers 
can get overdraft facility up to Rs 15 lakh for a year 
anytime, anywhere using the bank’s Internet and mobile 
banking app. 

• SBI has signed pact with India Mortgage Guarantee 
Corporation (IMGC) to offer mortgage guarantee 
backed home loan 

 The State Bank of India (SBI) has recently signed a pact 
with India Mortgage Guarantee Corporation (IMGC) to 
offer mortgage guarantee scheme for prospective non-
salaried and self-employed home loan customers. The 
offering will help increase home loan eligibility up to 15% 
within the regulatory norms. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently raised 
currency derivative trade limit to 100 Million US Dollars  
for residents and foreign portfolio investors 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has raised exposure limit 
under Exchange Traded Currency Derivatives (ETCD) 
trading for residents and foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
to $100 million across all currency pairs involving the 
Indian rupee. 
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• Bank of Baroda has recently signed a MoU with 

POORTI Agri Services Pvt. Ltd to enable the farmers to 
purchase agricultural inputs 

 The Bank of Baroda (BoB) has signed a MoU with POORTI 
Agri Services Pvt. Ltd to enable the farmers to purchase 
agricultural inputs such as fertilizers, pesticides, seeds etc. 
provided by POORTI. This is a Platform for Online 
Ordering & Rural Transformation of India known as 
“POORTI”. 

• India’s ranks 5th  on a list of countries with highest 
Non-performing Assets (NPA) levels, according to latest 
report by CARE Ratings 

 India has been ranked 5th on a list of countries with highest 
Non-performing Assets (NPA) levels and is on top spot 
among the BRICS nations, according to latest report by 
CARE Ratings. The NPA list is topped by Greece (36.4%) 
followed by Italy (16.4%), Portugal (15.5%) and Ireland 
(11.9%). 

• India not to pursue Islamic banking as per RBI.  

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided not to pursue 
a proposal to introduce Islamic banking in India. Decision 
in this regard was taken after considering wider and equal 
opportunities available to all citizens to access banking and 
financial services. 

• Legal Entity Identifier mandatory for all large 
corporate borrowers as per RBI 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has made 20-digit Legal 
Entity Identifier (LEI) compulsory for companies having 
aggregate fund-based and non-fund based exposure over Rs 
5 crore.The move is aimed at improving risk management in 
wake of huge stressed assets in banking system. Before this, 
RBI had made LEI mandatory for transactions in interest 
rate, forex and credit derivative mark.  

• SEBI to bring Initial Coin Offerings using crypto 
currencies under its lens.  

 The capital market regulator Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) is planning to bring Initial Coin 
Offerings (ICO) under its existing legal framework. In 

recent times, popularity of crypto currencies has increased 
rapidly and number of entities looking at raising funds 
through ICO. 

• India’s ranks 100th in World Bank’s Doing Business 
Report 2018 

 In World Bank’s recently released Doing Business (DB) 
Report 2018 titled as ‘Doing Business 2018: Reforming to 
Create Jobs’, India leapfrogged to 100th among 190 
countries.India has jumped over 30 ranks to attain 100th 
spot from 130th position in 2017 Ease of Doing Business 
Index. Its score also increased from 56.05 in 2017 to 60.76 
in Doing Business 2018.  

• The Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs (IICA) has 
signed MoU with India Post Payments Bank to provide 
training on payment banking 

 The India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Indian Institute 
of Corporate Affairs (IICA) to offer relevant training to the 
employees on issues pertaining payment banking. 

• RBI has tightened reporting norms for LRS (Liberalised 
Remittance Scheme)  under which an individual can 
transfer upto 2,50,000 US Dollars abroad in a year. 

 On 13th April 2018, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
tightened reporting norms for the Liberalised Remittance 
Scheme (LRS) under which an individual can transfer upto 
$ 2,50,000 US Dollars abroad in a year. 

• MCX – SX has launched India’s first options contract 
on copper futures 

 The Multi Commodity Exchange of India Ltd. (MCX) has 
launched the India’s first options contract on copper futures. 
The option contract will provide physical market participants 
an additional instrument to hedge their risk. 

• Sitanshu Yashchandra has been chosen for the 2017 
Saraswati Samman 

 Sitanshu Yashaschandra, the Gujarati poet, playwright and 
academic, has been selected for the 2017 Saraswati Samman 
for his collection of verses titled ‘Vakhar’. 
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• Asha Bhosle has been honoured with the 26th P C 

Chandra Puraskaar 2018 

 Singing legend Asha Bhosle has been honoured with the 
Lifetime 26th P C Chandra Puraskaar 2018at the Science 
City auditorium.in Mumbai, Maharashtra.  

• Akshay Kumar has won the best actor award at the 2018 
Dadasaheb Phalke Awards 

 Akshay Kumar has bagged the best actor award at the 2018 
Dadasaheb Phalke awards for his role in ‘Padman (Jury)’ 
and for ‘Toilet: Ek Prem Katha’. The awards were given by 
Dadasaheb Phalke Film Foundation in Mumbai.  

• Lata Mangeshkar has been honoured with the Swara 
Mauli award 

 Legendary singer Lata Mangeshkar has been honoured with 
the Swara Mauli title by Shankarcharya Vidyanarsimha 
Bharati Swami at her residence Prabhu Kunj in Mumbai on 
May 13, 2018. The veteran singer has several awards to her 
credit in her over 7-decade-long career, including three 
National Awards. 

• William Mark Tully has been chosen for the 2018 RedInk 
award for lifetime achievement in journalism 

 Sir William Mark Tully, the veteran British journalist and 
former BBC India correspondent, has been chosen for 2018 
RedInk award for lifetime achievement in journalism. Tully 
worked with the BBC for 30 years before resigning in July 
1994. 

• Bindeshwar Pathak Indian personality has been 
honoured with the 2018 Nikkei Asia Prize in Japan 

 Dr Bindeshwar Pathak, the founder of Sulabh International, 
has been honoured with the 2018 Nikkei Asia Prize in Japan 
for his contribution to Asia’s development. Pathak is among 
the three who have been conferred with the award. 

• John Gregory has been honoured with a LMA special 
achievement award by England’s League Managers 
Association (LMA) 

 Chennaiyin FC head coach John Gregory has been 
honoured with a Special Achievement Award by England’s 
League Managers’ Association (LMA) in London for 
becoming the first Englishman to win the Indian Super 
League (ISL). 

• Anindita Annam has been honoured with the 2018 Shri 
Jayadev Rastriya Yuva Pratibha Puraskar 

 US-based Kathak dancer Anindita Anaam has been 
honoured with the prestigious ‘Shri Jayadev Rastriya Yuva 
Pratibha Puraskar 2018’ for outstanding contribution to the 
field of art. 

• V.K Saraswat has been honoured with the DRDO 
Lifetime Achievement Award – 2017 

 To commemorate the National Technology Day (NTD-2018), 
the Union Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman gave away 
the DRDO Awards- 2016 & 2017 to various DRDO scientists 
for their outstanding contributions. Dr V K Saraswat, the 
former Secretary Department of Defence R&D.  

• Prajnesh Gunneswaran, has won the T.K. Ramanathan 
award for the year 2017-18 

 Davis Cup player Prajnesh Gunneswaran has won the 
prestigious T.K. Ramanathan award for the year 2017-18 at 
the annual day function of the Tamil Nadu Tennis 
Association at SDAT tennis stadium. 

• Olga Tokarczuk has won the prestigious 2018 Man 
Booker International Prize for fiction 

 Polish author Olga Tokarczuk has won the prestigious 2018 
Man Booker International Prize for fiction for her novel 
‘Flights’. The novel, translated by Jennifer Croft, 
interweaves narratives of travel with explorations of the 
human body. 

• Sitanshu Kar has become the principal director general 
of the Press Information Bureau 

 Sitanshu Kar, a 1983-batch Indian Information Service (IIS) 
officer, has become the principal director general of the 
Press Information Bureau (PIB). He succeeded Frank 
Noronha, who had held the post since 2014. 

• Mallikarjun Kharge has been appointed the new 
chairman of the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of 
Parliament 

 Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge, an MP from Gulbarga 
(Karnataka), has been re-appointed chairman of the 22-
member Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of Parliament for 
its fresh term starting on May 1. 

• Shubash Chander Khuntia has been appointed as the 
new Chairman of Insurance Regulatory and 
Development Authority of India (IRDAI) 

 Subhash Chandra Khuntia, a 1981-batch Indian 
Administrative Services (IAS) officer, has been appointed as 
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Chairman of Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI). The Appointments Committee of 
the Cabinet (ACC) has approved Khuntia’s appointment for 
a period of 3 years. 

• Deepa Ambekar Indian-American personality has been 
appointed as the interim judge to a US civil court of New 
York City 

 Indian-American Deepa Ambekar has been appointed as the 
interim judge to a US civil court of New York City. She has 
become the 2nd Indian-American woman judge in the city 
after Chennai-born Raja Rajeswari. 

• Pradeep Kumar Sinha has been appointed the new 
Cabinet Secretary of India 

 Pradeep Kumar Sinha, a 1977-batch IAS officer of the Uttar 
Pradesh cadre, has been given one year extension to the post 
of Cabinet Secretary. With this, he will continue as cabinet 
secretary till June 12, 2019 as against his current retirement 
date of 12th June 2018. 

• Nikol Pashinian has been named the new Prime Minister 
of Armenia 

 Nikol Pashinian has become the new Prime Minister of 
Armenia ,when a Parliament dominated by his political foes 
elected him by a 59-to-42 vote. He has been the leader of the 
ongoing 2018 Armenian non-violent protests which forced 
Prime Minister Serzh Sargsyan and his government to 
resign. 

• Carlos Alvarado has been sworn-in as the new President 
of Costa Rica 

 Journalist Carlos Alvarado has been sworn-in as the new 
President of Costa Rica on May 8, 2018. In April 2018, he 
won the presidential election (second round) with 61% votes. 
Alvarado swept to victory against conservative Protestant 
singer Fabricio Alvarado Munoz. 

• Nitin Bavankule has been appointed as the country head 
for Google Cloud business in India 

 Google has appointed Nitin Bawankule as the country head 
for its cloud business in India. He will take over from Mohit 
Pande who has quit the company. 

• Rajyawardhan Singh Rathore has taken charge as the 
new Minister of Information and Broadcasting (I&B) 

 In a Cabinet reshuffle, Col Rajyavardhan Rathore has taken 
charge as the new Union Minister of Information and 

Broadcasting (I&B) on May 15, 2018. He replaced Smriti 
Irani. Mrs Irani will now only hold the portfolio of Minister 
of Textiles. 

• Mukul Rohtagi has been appointed as ’eminent jurist’ in 
the high-profile Lokpal selection committee 

 Mukul Rohatgi, the former Attorney General of India and 
Senior Counsel, has been appointed as ’eminent jurist’ in the 
high-profile Lokpal selection committee led by the Prime 
Minister.  

• Shashank Manohar has become the new independent 
chairman of the International Cricket Council (ICC) 

 Shashank Manohar, the former BCCI President, will serve a 
second two-year term as the independent chairman of the 
International Cricket Council after he was elected 
unopposed by the governing body’s Board. 

• Susheela Jaipal Indian American personality has become 
the first South Asian to be elected in Oregon in the 
western US State 

 Susheela Jayapal, who is the sister of Indian American 
Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal, has become the first 
South Asian to be elected as a member of the Board of 
Commissioners of Multnomah County in Oregon in the 
western US State 

• Yudhvir Singh Malik has been appointed as the new 
chairman of National Highway Authority of India 
(NHAI) 

 Yudhvir Singh Malik, a 1984 batch IAS officer of Haryana 
cadre, has been given additional charge of the post of 
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) chairman.  

• Firoze Bakht Ahmed has been nominated as new 
Chancellor of Maulana Azad National Urdu University 
(MANUU) 

 Firoz Bakht Ahmed, the noted social activist, educationist 
and columnist, has been nominated as new Chancellor of 
Maulana Azad National Urdu University (MANUU) for a 
period of 3 years and he succeeded Zafar Sareshwala. 

• Uttam pachrane has been appointed as the new 
Chairman of Lalit Kala Akademi 

 Uttam Pacharne, the noted artist and sculptor, has been 
appointed as the new Chairman of Lalit Kala Akademi by the 
President of India. He will hold office for a term of three 
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years from the date on which he assumes the charge of his 
office.  

• Anil Kumar Jha has been appointed as the full time 
Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Coal India 
Limited 

 Anil Kumar Jha has been appointed as chairman-cum-
managing director (CMD) of Coal India Limited (CIL) till 
his superannuation i.e. January 31, 2020. Prior to this post, 
He was CMD of subsidiary Mahanadi Coalfields. Jha 
replaced acting chairman Suresh Kumar, who has been 
holding the post of additional secretary at the ministry of 
coal. 

• Guruji Ravinder Sharma, the renowned artist-
philosopher has passed away 

 Guruji Ravinder Sharma, the renowned sculpture and 
mentor of artists, has passed away at Kala Ashram in 
Adilabad, Telangana on April 30, 2018. He was the founder 
of Adilabad’s Kala Ashram and is credited to playing a vital 
role in protecting ancient rural and tribal art forms and 
knowledge system of the country for nearly four decades. 

• P P Lakshaman, Footballer passed away recently 

 P P Lakshmanan (83), the former President of the All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) and ex-member of the Appeals 
committee of FIFA, has passed away at Kannur in Kerala.  
He was the first Indian to be chosen as the member of 
FIFA’s appeal committee. 

• Kottayam Pushpanath, the renowned detective novelist 
has passed away 

 Kottayam Pushpanath (80), the renowned Malayalam 
detective novelist, has passed away in Kottayam, Kerala on 
May 2, 2018. He expanded the world of horror fiction in 
Malayalam literature and wrote over 100 detective and 
horror novels in Malayalam. 

• Ashok Mitra, the noted scholar has passed away 

 Ashok Mitra (90), the noted scholar and the first Finance 
Minister in the Left Front government in West Bengal, has 
passed away in Kolkata . Besides serving the State 
Government, he also worked with the Central Government as 
the Chief Economic Adviser from 1970-72, when Indira 
Gandhi was prime minister, and was a member of Rajya 
Sabha. 

• Idris Hassan Latif was the former chief of Indian Air 
Force passed away recently  

 Air Chief Marshal Idris Hassan Latif (94), the former Chief 
of the Indian Air Force (IAF), has passed away  in 
Hyderabad. He was the IAF chief from September 1978 to 
August 1981. After his retirement in 1981, Latif held the 
posts of Maharashtra Governor and Indian Ambassador to 
France. 

• Keyur Bhushan, the well-known Gandhian & freedom 
fighter has passed away. 

 Keyur Bhushan (90), the well-known Gandhian, freedom 
fighter and writer, has passed away in Raipur, Chhattisgarh 
on May 3, 2018. Bhushan, born at Janta in Bemetara 
district, took part in the 1942 Quit India movement as a 
student in Raipur, and was incarcerated. 

• Anne V Coates, the Oscar-winning film editor has passed 
away. 

 Anne V Coates (92), a British film editor, has passed away in 
Los Angeles, California . She was best known as the editor of 
David Lean’s epic film Lawrence of Arabia in 1962, for 
which she won an Oscar. 

• Kalasala Babu, the noted Malayalam film-theatre actor 
has passed away. 

 Kalasala Babu (68), the noted Malayalam film-theatre actor, 
has passed away in Kochi, Kerala on May 14, 2018. He is 
known for his drama troupe ‘Kalasala’ Kalasala in 
Tripunithura, which had artists such as Thilakan and Surasu 
among others. 

• Mansoor Ahmed, the legendary hockey player has passed 
away. 

 Mansoor Ahmed (49), Pakistan’s World Cup-winning hockey 
goalkeeper, has passed away in Karachi on May 12, 2018. 
He was known as the 1994 World Cup hero for Pakistan. 

• Yamunabai Waikar, the acclaimed Lavani singer has 
passed away. 

 Yamunabai Waikar (103), the acclaimed Lavani singer and 
Padma Shri recipient, has passed away in Satara district, 
Maharashtra on May 15, 2018.  

• Raghuvir Singh, who passed away recently, was the 
freedom fighter from Muzzaffarnagar 
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 Raghuvir Singh (95), the lone freedom fighter of 

Muzaffarnagar district, has passed away in Noida, Uttar 
Pradesh on May 19, 2018. Singh was part of Subhas 
Chandra Bose’s Azad Hind Fauj.  

• Dr Hemu Adhikari, noted film actor passed away 
recently 

 Dr Hemu Adhikari (81), the veteran film and theatre actor, 
has passed away in Mumbai, Maharashtra . He acted in Sai 
Paranjpe’s “Katha” and Marathi films like “Dhyaas Parya” 
and “Harishchandrachi Factory”. 

JUNE 

• The 9th edition of ‘Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav’ has 
started in Uttrakhand  

 The 9th edition of ‘Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav’ under the 
Ministry of Culture, has started in Tehri, Uttarakhand on 
May 25, 2018. The 3-day Mahotsav will provide an 
opportunity to citizens specially youths to experience true 
spirit of “Ek Bharat Shreshta Bharat”. 

• Telangana state government has announced a unique 
scheme to provide life insurance of up to Rs 5 lakh per 
farmer in the state 

 The Telangana government has announced a unique life 
insurance scheme for farmers. Under the scheme, the 
government will provide life insurance facility of Rs 5 lakh to 
the nominee, after the death of the insured farmer. The entire 
premium will be paid by the government to the insurance 
agency and the nominee will get the amount within 10 days 
of the claim after the death of the farmer. 

• Himachal Pradesh government has launched the 
‘Prakritik Kheti Khushhaal Kisaan Yojana’ to promote 
organic farming 

 The Himachal Pradesh government has launched the 
‘Prakritik Kheti Khushhaal Kisaan Yojana’ to enhance 
agricultural income by adopting low-cost climate-resilient 
Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) system. Under the 
scheme farmers would be provided training, necessary 
equipments, bio-pesticides, bio-insecticides, etc. 

• The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
has recognized Cochin airport as the world’s first fully 
solar energy-powered airport : Cochin International 
Airport. 

 The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has 
recognized the Cochin International Airport Ltd (CIAL) in 
Kerala as the world’s first fully solar energy-powered 
airport. The airport has a 12 MWp solar power plant 
comprising of 46,150 solar panels laid across 45 acres. 

• 7.3 % India’s GDP growth forecast for 2018, as per latest 
Moody’s Investors Service report “Global Macro 
Outlook: 2018-19” 

 The latest report of Moody’s Investors Service has cut 
India’s GDP growth forecast to 7.3% in 2018 from the 
previous estimate of 7.5% due to higher oil prices and tighter 
financial conditions. However, Moody’s maintained its 2019 
growth forecast at 7.5%. The report “Global Macro 
Outlook: 2018-19” stated that the Indian economy is in 
cyclical recovery led by both investment and consumption. 

• Andhra Pradesh government has recently declared 
official symbols for the state 

 The Andhra Pradesh government has recently declared 
official symbols for the state after the bifurcation. Neem and 
Black Buck (Krishna Jinka) have  parakeet will be the state 
bird while jasmine will be the state’s flower. 

• Tobacco and Heart Disease the theme of the 2018 World 
No Tobacco Day (WNTD) 

 The World No Tobacco Day (WNTD) is observed every year 
on May 31 to highlight health and other risks associated with 
tobacco use and advocate for effective policies to reduce 
tobacco consumption. The 2018 focus is “Tobacco and Heart 
Disease” to emphasize impact tobacco has on the 
cardiovascular health of people across the globe. 

• Gujarat state government has launched ‘Reuse of 
Treated Waste Water Policy’ to reduce the state’s 
dependence on fresh water 

 The Gujarat government has launched its ‘Reuse of Treated 
Waste Water Policy’ in Gandhinagar, which aims to reduce 
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the state’s dependence on fresh water sources like the 
Narmada river. The policy will promote the use of treated 
wastewater and will see the setting up of Sewage Treatment 
Plants (STP) in all major towns and cities of Gujarat. 

• Facebook social networking giant has partnered with 
National Commission for Women (NCW) to offer digital 
literacy programme for women 

 Social networking giant Facebook has partnered with 
National Commission for Women (NCW) to launch a digital 
literacy programme in collaboration with the Cyber Peace 
Foundation (CPF). 

• The first biannual Indian Air Force Commanders’ 
Conference 2018 was held in New Delhi  

 The first biannual Indian Air Force Commanders’ 
Conference was inaugurated by Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman at Air Headquarters in New Delhi . The two day 
conference will discuss operational, maintenance and 
administrative takeaways identified during the military 
exercise ‘Gagan Shakti-2018′ and the way ahead. 

• India has recently signed Mutual Recognition Agreement 
(MRA) in nursing with Singapore  

 India has recently signed Mutual Recognition Agreement 
(MRA) in nursing with Singapore which would allow nurses 
trained in seven nursing institutions across India to gain 
employment in the South-East Asian country. 

• Odisha government has launched the scheme 
“Gopabandhu Sambadika Swasthya Bima Yojana” for 
journalists 

 The Odisha government has launched the health insurance 
scheme “Gopabandhu Sambadika Swasthya Bima Yojana” 
for working journalists in the state. It will be implemented 
with effect from June 1, 2018. In the first phase, as many as 
3,233 working journalists will get health insurance coverage 
up to Rs 2 lakh a year. 

• India’s first advanced DNA forensic laboratory will come 
up in Chandigarh  

 Maneka Gandhi, the Union Minister for Women and Child 
Development (WCD), has laid the foundation stone of India’s 

first advanced DNA forensic laboratory “Sakhi Suraksha” in 
the campus of Central Forensic Science Lab of Chandigarh 
as part efforts to reduce the backlog of cases needing 
advanced forensic analysis. 

• 113th is the India’s rank in the Save the Children’s “End 
of Childhood Index 2018” 

 India has been ranked 113th among 175 countries in the 
“End of Childhood Index 2018”, issued by global child 
rights group “Save the Children”. The Index which is part of 
the report titled “The Many Faces of Exclusion” indicated 
that the child marriages in India have come down to 15.2% 
from 21.1% in 2017. 

• INDIA is the global host nation for the 43rd edition of 
World Environment Day 

 India is the global host nation for the 43rd edition of World 
Environment Day (WED -2018) event, which has started on 
June 5, 2018. Environment Ministers, representatives from 
United Nations and members from various industry bodies 
will be among the various dignitaries who will attend the 
event. 

• Chandrabagha beach has become the Asia’s first beach 
to get the Blue Flag certification 

 The Chandrabhaga beach on the Konark coast of Odisha has 
become the Asia’s first beach to get the Blue Flag 
certification — the tag given to environment-friendly and 
clean beaches, equipped with amenities of international 
standards for tourists. 

• The World Bank has approved 6000 crore rupees  for 
Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABHY) of Government of India 
(GoI) 

 The World Bank has approved Rs.6000 crore for Atal Bhujal 
Yojana (ABHY), a Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of 
Water Resources, River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation. The scheme is to be implemented over a period 
of five years from 2018-19 to 2022-23, with World Bank 
assistance. 

• New Delhi hosted the National Consultation on 
Accelerating Implementation of Tobacco Control 
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Measures for achievement of Goals under National 
Health Policy 2017 

 The National Consultation on Accelerating Implementation 
of Tobacco Control Measures for achievement of Goals 
under National Health Policy (2017) has inaugurated by 
Minister of State for Health Ashwini Kumar Choubey in New 
Delhi.  

• Andhra Pradesh will become the first Indian state to use 
auto-disable syringes for all clinical purposes to prevent 
infection 

 Andhra Pradesh will become the first Indian state to use 
auto-disable syringes for all clinical purposes to prevent 
infection. The move will be enforced from the World 
Hepatitis Day (WHD-2018) when the state government will 
declare itself as “Safety Injection Use State”. 

• 136th is India’s rank in the Global Peace Index 2018 

 India has been ranked 136th among 163 countries in Global 
Peace Index 2018 due to a reduction in the level of violent 
crime driven by increased law enforcement. The Index is 
prepared by Sydney-based international think-tank Institute 
for Economics and Peace (IEP). 

• India’s first-ever national police museum will establish in 
New Delhi  

 India will have its first-ever national police museum as the 
Central government has decided to establish the unique 
facility in Lutyens’ Delhi. The museum – depicting the 
history, art facts, uniforms and gear of central and state 
police forces – will come up as an underground facility in the 
premises of the national police memorial in Chanakyapuri 
area of the national capital. 

• TCA Anant committee has been constituted by the Union 
government to look into jobs data calculation 

 Union government has constituted a technical committee 
under the chairmanship of former chief statistician TCA 
Anant to bring in more transparency in jobs data calculation 
and presentation. 

• Kerala government has initiated a ‘water literacy’ 
campaign to create awareness about the importance of 
water conservation in the State 

 The Kerala State Literacy Mission Authority has initiated a 
‘water literacy’ campaign with the involvement of 70,000 
students aiming to create awareness about the importance of 
water conservation in the State. As per the campaign, every 
student will take classes about water conservation for 15 
families in their locality. 

• 177th is the India’s rank in the Global Environment 
Performance Index 2018, as per latest released State of 
India’s Environment (SoE) 2018 in Figures by Down To 
Earth magazine 

 India has been ranked 177th among 180 nations at the 2018 
Global Environment Performance Index (EPI) rankings. As 
per State of India’s Environment (SoE) 2018 in Figures, 
India scored 5.75 out of 100 in air quality.The top five 
countries in terms of green rankings are Switzerland, 
France, Denmark, Malta and Sweden. 

• Maharastra has signed pact with Quebec province of 
Canada for economic cooperation & welfare of tribal 
communities 

 The Maharashtra government has signed pact with Quebec 
province of Canada to increase economic cooperation and 
welfare of the tribal community. The key areas of focus are 
information technology, biotechnology, artificial intelligence 
and welfare of the tribal community. 

• Gujarat has topped the Composite Water Management 
Index (CWMI) of Niti Aayog  

 Minister for Water Resources Nitin Gadkari released Niti 
Aayog’s composite water management index report in New 
Delhi. Gujarat topped the list while Jharkhand was adjudged 
as the worst performer. Gujarat is followed by Madhya 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Maharashtra. 

• 7.4% is the India’s growth forecast for FY19, as per 
latest Fitch Ratings report “Global Economic Outlook” 

 As per latest report “Global Economic Outlook”, Fitch 
Ratings has raised India’s growth forecast for 2018-19 to 
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7.4% from 7.3%, but cited higher financing costs and rising 
oil prices as risks to growth. It also said that the rupee has 
been among the worst performers vis-a-vis Asian currencies 
this year. 

• IRDAI has constituted Suresh Mathur committee to 
review regulations governing the Insurance Marketing 
Firms (IMF) 

 The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority 
(IRDAI) has set up a 10-member committee to review norms 
related to Insurance Marketing Firms (IMF) with an aim to 
increase insurance penetration in the country. The 
committee, headed by Suresh Mathur (ED-IMF, IRDAI), has 
been asked to revisit the IRDAI (Registration of Insurance 
Marketing Firms) Regulations, 2015. 

• Anukreethy Vyas has been crowned Femina Miss India 
World 2018 

 Anukreethy Vas from Tamil Nadu has been crowned fbb 
Colors Femina Miss India World 2018 at a function held in 
Mumbai on June 19, 2018. Anukreethy, who beat 30 
contestants to bag the honour, will now represent India at 
this year’s Miss World. 

• Kota has set a Guinness World Record (GWR) for largest 
number of people performing yoga at one place at the 
same time on 2018 International Yoga Day (IYD) 

 In the 4th edition of International Yoga Day (IYD-2018), the 
Guinness World Record (GWR) for largest number of people 
performing yoga at one place at the same time has been set 
up in Kota, Rajasthan. At the State level yoga function in 
Kota, around one lakh 60 thousand people performed yoga 
at one place at a same time on 21st June. 

• Shillong has been selected as 100th Smart City under the 
Smart Cities Mission 

 Shillong, the capital city of Meghalaya, has been selected as 
100th Smart City of India by the Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs after evaluating the proposal the proposal 
submitted by it. With the selection of Shillong, the total 
proposed investment in the finally selected 100 cities under 
the Smart Cities Mission would be Rs.2,05,018 crores. 

• Mia Mottley has become the first female Prime Minister 
of the Caribbean island of Barbados 

 Mia Amor Mottley has become the first female Prime 
Minister (PM) of the Caribbean island of Barbados. The 
win makes Mottley just the 8th PM to lead Barbados since 
the island gained independence from Great Britain in 1966. 

• Colombia will become the first Latin American ‘Gobal 
Partner’ of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

 Colombia will formally become the first Latin American 
‘Gobal Partner’ of North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO). According to a statement posted on NATO’s 
website, cybersecurity, maritime security, terrorism and its 
links to organized crime, and building the capacities and 
capabilities of the Colombian armed forces. 

• Germany  to host the 2018 Global Wind Summit 

 The first edition of Global Wind Summit will be held in 
Hamburg, Germany from September 25, 2018. The 
organisers of the 4-day event are expecting speakers from 
about 100 countries, including India, China, the US, Spain 
and Denmark. 

• The first official World Bicycle Day (WBD-2018) was 
observed on June 3 

 The first official World Bicycle Day (WBD) is observed by 
United Nations (UN) on 3rd June 2018 to encourage a 
simple, affordable, reliable, clean and environmentally fit 
sustainable means of transportation. On this occasion, Vice 
President M Venkaiah Naidu flagged off a cycling event at 
Connaught Place in New Delhi. 

• Guisippi Conte has been sworn in as the new Prime 
Minister of Italy 

  Giuseppe Conte, an academic and political novice, has 
been sworn in as the new Prime Minister of Italy on June 1, 
2018. He succeeded the Democrat Paolo Gentiloni. Conte 
will head a government of ministers from the anti-
establishment Five Star Movement (M5S) and the far-right 
League Party. 

• South Africa has hosted the 2018 BRICS Foreign 
Ministers’ meeting 
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 The BRICS Foreign Ministers’ meeting has started in the 

South African city of Johannesburg on June 4, 2018. The 
meeting is expected to lay the foundation for 2018 annual 
summit of the grouping which will also be held in 
Johannesburg. The BRICS comprises Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa. External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj is leading the Indian delegation. 

• Pedro Sanchez has been sworn in as the new Prime 
Minister of Spain 

 Pedro Sanchez of the Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party 
(PSOE) has been officially sworn in as the new Prime 
Minister of Spain on June 1 after the success of a motion of 
no confidence against former Prime Minister Mariano 
Rajoy.  

• Abdel Fateh al SISI is the newly elected Prime Minister 
of Egypt 

 In Egypt, President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi has been sworn-in 
for a second four-year term in office as the country faces 
major economic and security challenges. Sisi won 97% of 
valid votes in the March presidential election. 

• South Africa has hosted the 2018 IBSA Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting 

 The IBSA Foreign Ministers’ Meeting was held in Pretoria, 
South Africa on June 4, 2018. The External Affairs Minister 
of the Republic of India, Sushma Swaraj chaired the IBSA 
(India, Brazil, South Africa) ministerial meet and hold talks 
on how to deepen coordination among the three countries 
on major global issues. 

• China hosted the 18th edition of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) summit 2018 

 The 18th edition of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) summit was held in Qingdao, China on June 9-10, 
2018. The summit concluded with the adoption of the 
Qingdao declaration. The declaration calls for 
implementing the three-year plan to combat terrorism, 
separatism and extremism. 

• France will host the 45th G7 summit 2019 

 The 44th edition of G7 summit 2018 was hosted by 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in Quebec on 

June 8–9. This was the 6th time since 1981 that Canada has 
hosted the meetings. It was the first summit for Italian 
Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte.The 45th G7 summit will be 
held in 2019 in Biarritz, France. 

• The 22nd edition of the trilateral naval exercise 
“Malabar 2018” has started between India , Japan and 
US  

 The 22nd edition of the trilateral naval exercise “Malabar 
2018” has started between India, Japan and United States 
from June 6-15. The exercise will feature both ashore and 
at-sea training off the coast of Guam in the Philippine Sea. 

• Omar al Razzaz has been sworn-in as the new Prime 
Minister of Jordan 

 Omar al-Razzaz, the former World Bank Economist, has 
been sworn-in as the new Prime Minister of Jordan after 
King Abdullah issued a decree approving the new 
government. 

• The 23rd European Union Film Festival (EUFF-2018) 
has started in New Delhi  

 Col Rajyavardhan Rathore, the Union Minister of 
Information and Broadcasting (I&B), has inaugurated the 
European Union Film Festival (EUFF) at Siri Fort 
Auditorium in New Delhi. The purpose of the festival is to 
improve cultural ties between India and European 
countries. 

• Canada  has recently legalised recreational use of 
marijuana nationwide 

 The Parliament of Canada has passed a landmark law that 
legalizes the recreational use of marijuana nationwide. The 
Cannabis Act (or Bill C-45) passed its final hurdle on June 
20 in a 52-29 vote in the Senate. The bill controls and 
regulates how the drug can be grown, distributed and sold. 

• United States has recently withdrawn from the United 
Nations Human Rights Council 

  United States has withdrawn from the United Nations 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC) and condemned alleged 
hypocrisy of its members and bias against Israel. The 
announcement came after the top UN human rights official 
criticised Washington for separating migrant children from 
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their parents who are seeking asylum after crossing into the 
country from Mexico. 

• State Bank of India  has allowed depositors to withdraw 
cash from its Point of Sale (PoS) devices 

 In a bid to ease the cash crunch, the State Bank of India 
(SBI) has decided to allow depositors to withdraw cash 
from its Point of Sale (PoS) devices available with 
merchants. 

• INDIA is the highest recipient of remittances in 2017, as 
per World Bank (WB)’s latest report “Migration and 
Development Brief” 

 As per World Bank (WB)’s latest report “Migration and 
Development Brief”, India is the highest recipient of 
remittances globally in 2017 with $69 billion, followed by 
China ($64 billion), the Philippines ($33 billion), Mexico 
($31 billion), Nigeria ($22 billion), and Egypt ($20 billion). 

• SBI has signed pact with India Mortgage Guarantee 
Corporation (IMGC) to offer mortgage guarantee 
backed home loan 

 The State Bank of India (SBI) has recently signed a pact 
with India Mortgage Guarantee Corporation (IMGC) to 
offer mortgage guarantee scheme for prospective non-
salaried and self-employed home loan customers. The 
offering will help increase home loan eligibility up to 15% 
within the regulatory norms. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently raised 
currency derivative trade limit to 100 Million US Dollars  
for residents and foreign portfolio investors 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has raised exposure limit 
under Exchange Traded Currency Derivatives (ETCD) 
trading for residents and foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
to $100 million across all currency pairs involving the 
Indian rupee. 

• Bank of Baroda has recently signed a MoU with 
POORTI Agri Services Pvt. Ltd to enable the farmers to 
purchase agricultural inputs 

 The Bank of Baroda (BoB) has signed a MoU with POORTI 
Agri Services Pvt. Ltd to enable the farmers to purchase 

agricultural inputs such as fertilizers, pesticides, seeds etc. 
provided by POORTI. This is a Platform for Online 
Ordering & Rural Transformation of India known as 
“POORTI”. 

• India not to pursue Islamic banking as per RBI.  

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided not to pursue 
a proposal to introduce Islamic banking in India. Decision 
in this regard was taken after considering wider and equal 
opportunities available to all citizens to access banking and 
financial services. 

• SEBI to bring Initial Coin Offerings using crypto 
currencies under its lens.  

 The capital market regulator Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) is planning to bring Initial Coin 
Offerings (ICO) under its existing legal framework. In 
recent times, popularity of crypto currencies has increased 
rapidly and number of entities looking at raising funds 
through ICO. 

• RBI has tightened reporting norms for LRS (Liberalised 
Remittance Scheme)  under which an individual can 
transfer upto 2,50,000 US Dollars abroad in a year. 

 On 13th April 2018, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
tightened reporting norms for the Liberalised Remittance 
Scheme (LRS) under which an individual can transfer upto 
$ 2,50,000 US Dollars abroad in a year. 

• Under Customer Protection theme, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has launched the 2018 Financial Literacy 
Week 

 On June 4, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has launched 
Financial Literacy Week (FLW-2018) across the country 
with Customer Protection as its main theme. The event will 
focus on creating awareness among customers of banks 
about financial products and services, good financial 
practices and going digital. 

• Under YM Deosthalee Committee recommendations, the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will set up Public Credit 
Registry (PCR) to check loans defaults 
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 In a bid to check loan defaults, the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) has considered the recommendations of YM 
Deosthalee-headed High Level Task Force and will set up a 
Public Credit Registry (PCR) in a modular and phased 
manner. The PCR is an information repository that collates 
all loan information of individuals and corporate 
borrowers. 

• Sunil Mehta committee has been constituted to examine 
setting up of ARC for faster resolution of stressed assets 
of Public Sector Banks (PSBs) 

 The Union finance ministry has set up a committee to 
examine the possibility of setting up an Asset 
Reconstruction Company (ARC) or an Asset Management 
Company (AMC) to fast track resolution of stressed assets. 
Punjab National Bank’s non executive chairman Sunil 
Mehta will head the panel. 

• The RBI has tightened norms for LRS ( Liberalized 
Remittance Scheme) by making quoting of Permanent 
Account Number (PAN) mandatory even for 
transactions below $25,000.  

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has tightened norms for 
Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS) by making quoting of 
the Permanent Account Number (PAN) mandatory even for 
transactions below $25,000. Under the LRS, all resident 
individuals, including minors, are allowed to freely remit up 
to 2,50,000 US dollar per financial year for any permissible 
current or capital account transaction or a combination of 
both. 

• Kamaljit s Bawa has become the first Indian to be 
honoured with the Linnean Medal in Botany 

 Indian botanist Dr. Kamaljit S. Bawa has been conferred 
with the prestigious Linnean Medal in Botany from the 
Linnean Society of London on May 24, 2018. He has been 
recognized for his pioneering research on the evolution of 
tropical plants, tropical deforestation, non-timber forest 
products. 

• Zubeen Garg will be honoured with the ‘Hero to Animals 
Award 2018’ from People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA) India 

 Assamese Singer Zubeen Garg will be honoured with the 
‘Hero to Animals Award’ from People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA) India for his recent appeal to 
end animal sacrifice at the Kamakhya Temple in Assam. 

• Kendrick Lamar has bee from USA n honoured with the 
2018 Pulitzer Prize for music 

 Kendrick Lamar, an American rapper and songwriter, has 
won the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for Music for his acclaimed 
album ‘Damn’ at Columbia University in New York. 

• Anupam Kher has been  honoured with the IIFA 
Lifetime Achievement award at the 19th edition of 
International Indian Film Academy (IIFA-2018) 

 Veteran film actor Anupam Kher has been given the 
prestigious Lifetime Achievement honour at the 19th edition 
of International Indian Film Academy (IIFA) awards 
ceremony in Bangkok on June 24, 2018. He will be honoured 
for his contribution in the field of cinema. 

• Bhindeshwar Pathak has been honoured with Japan’s 
prestigious Nikkei Asia Prize under ‘Culture and 
Community’ category 

 Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak, the noted social reformer and 
founder of Sulabh International, has been honoured with 
Japan’s prestigious Nikkei Asia Prize for his significant 
work in tackling poor hygiene and discrimination. The 
award was given under ‘Culture and Community’ category 
at the 23rd Nikkei Asia Prize in Tokyo. 

• Ganeshi Lal has been appointed as the new Governor of 
Odisha 

 Prof. Ganeshi Lal, the Haryana BJP leader, has been 
appointed as the new Governor of Odisha. The post was 
vacant since March 2018 after veteran Naga leader S C 
Jamir completed his tenure. After that, Bihar Governor Satya 
Pal Malik was additionally discharging the duties of Odisha 
Governor since March 2018. 

• Nasir ul Mulk has been appointed as the interim Prime 
Minister of Pakistan 

 Nasir Ul Mulk, the former Chief Justice of Pakistan Justice 
(retd), has been appointed as the interim Prime Minister of 
Pakistan until general elections are held on July 25, 2018. 
The announcement was made by Leader of the Opposition 
Khursheed Shah at a press conference in Islamabad on May 
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28 following a meeting between himself and Prime Minister 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi. 

• Ranbir Singh has been appointed the new General 
Officer Commander-in-Chief (GOC-in-C) of Northern 
Command (Indian Army) 

 Lt Gen Ranbir Singh, who is currently Deputy Chief of the 
Army Staff, has been appointed the new General Officer 
Commander-in-Chief (GOC-in-C) of Northern Command (of 
the Indian Army). Lt Gen Singh will succeed Lt Gen Devraj 
Anbu, who took charge as Vice Chief of the Indian Army on 
June 1. 

• Mahesh Kumar Jain has been appointed a new Deputy 
Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

 Mahesh Kumar Jain, who is currently MD & CEO of IDBI 
Bank, has been appointed as the fourth deputy governor 
Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India for a period 
of three years. The post was lying vacant since the retirement 
of S.S. Mundra in August 2017. 

• Maria Fernanda Espinosa has been elected President of 
the 73rd United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). 

 Ecuadorean foreign minister Maria Fernanda Espinosa has 
been elected President of the 73rd United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA), a mainly ceremonial title that 
nonetheless carries a high profile and important procedural 
functions. 

• Tommy Thomas Indian lawyer has been appointed as 
new Attorney General of Malaysia 

 Tommy Thomas, an ethnic Indian Christian lawyer, has been 
appointed as the new attorney general of Malaysia. He 
succeeded Mohamad Apandi Ali. Tommy is the first 
practising lawyer to be appointed directly from the 
Malaysian Bar to be the attorney general, and the first non-
Malay and non-Muslim Malaysian to hold this post. 

• S Ramesh has been appointed as the new chairman of 
Central Board of Indirect taxes and Customs (CBIC) 

 S Ramesh has been appointed as the new chairman of 
Central Board of Indirect taxes and Customs (CBIC). He will 
succeed Vanaja N. Sarna on July 1. The CBIC is the apex 
body for administering the levy and collection of indirect 
taxes of the Union of India viz. Central Excise duty, Customs 
duty and Service Tax. 

• Arvind Saxena has been appointed as the acting 
Chairman of the Union Public Service Commission 
(UPSC) 

 Arvind Saxena, a 1978-batch Indian Postal Service officer, 
has been appointed as the acting Chairman of the Union 
Public Service Commission (UPSC). He will succeed Vinay 
Mittal, who completes his term on June 19. Saxena will 
perform the duties of the post of UPSC Chairman with effect 
from June 20.  

• The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) is in news for 
appointing Sharad Kumar as new Vigilance 
Commissioner 

 Former NIA chief Sharad Kumar, who is a1979-batch IPS 
officer of the Haryana cadre, has been appointed new 
vigilance commissioner in probity watchdog Central 
Vigilance Commission (CVC) for a term of 4 years or till he 
attains the age of 65. 

• Dhivya Suryadevara Indian-American personality has 
been named the Chief Finance Officer (CFO) of the US’ 
largest automaker, General Motors 

 Dhivya Suryadevara, an Indian-American woman, has been 
named the Chief Finance Officer (CFO) of the US’ largest 
automaker, General Motors (GM). With this, she will become 
the first woman CFO in the auto industry. 

• S Sundhari Nanda has been posted as the first woman 
Director General of Police (DGP) of Puducherry 

 S Sundari Nanda, a 1988 AGMU cadre Indian Police Service 
officer in the rank of ADGP, has been posted as the first 
woman Director General of Police (DGP) of Union Territory 
of Puducherry. 

• A R Rehman has been appointed as the Brand 
Ambassador of the Sikkim government 

 A R Rahman, the renowned music composer, has been 
appointed as the Brand Ambassador of the Sikkim 
government. He will promote and project the state’s 
achievements nationally and globally. 

• Geeta Kapoor famous film actress  passed away  

 Veteran actor Geeta Kapoor (57) has passed away at a 
Mumbai hospital in Maharashtra on May 26, 2018. Her son 
left her at a hospital last year and never returned to check on 
her. 
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• Alan Bean, who was the 4th man to walk on the Moon 

has passed away 

 Former US astronaut Alan Bean (86), who was the fourth 
man to walk on the Moon, has passed away in Texas, United 
States. Bean went into space twice, the first time in 
November 1969 as the lunar module pilot on the Apollo 12 
moon-landing mission. 

• Urmila Singh, the former Himachal Pradesh governor 
has passed away 

 Urmila Singh (71), the former Himachal Pradesh governor 
and Congress leader, has passed away in Indore, Madhya 
Pradesh on May 29, 2018. Belonging to a family of freedom 
fighters, Singh was appointed as the governor of Himachal 
Pradesh in 2010. 

• Pandurang Phundkar, who passed away recently, was 
associated with BJP  

 Pandurang Phundkar (67), the Maharashtra Agriculture 
Minister and senior BJP leader, has passed away in Mumbai 
on May 31, 2018. He was a member of 9th Lok Sabha, 10th 
Lok Sabha and 11th Lok Sabha from Akola (Lok Sabha 
constituency) from Maharashtra. 

• Leela Menon noted Journalist who passed away recently 

 Leela Menon (86), the senior journalist and chief editor of 
Malayalam daily Janmabhumi, has passed away in Kochi, 
Kerala on June 3, 2018. Menon, who began her journalistic 
career with The Indian Express in New Delhi in 1978, shot 
into the limelight for her wide-range of ‘exclusive’ stories 
and courageous reporting. 

• Narayan Prasad Singh, who passed away recently, was 
the renowned lyricist of Odisha  

 Narayan Prasad Singh, the most popular lyricist of Odisha, 
has passed away in Bhubaneswar . He was popularly known 
as Rasaraj. Born on May 28, 1933 at Koeli village, Singh 
earned his name in the world of Odia music. He was the 
lyricist of several popular melodious songs in Odia cinema. 

• Kandaala Subrahmanya Tilak, the noted freedom fighter 
has passed away 

 Kandaala Subrahmanya Tilak (98), the noted freedom fighter 
and member of the first Lok Sabha, has passed away in 
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh . Tilak, who took part in 
India’s freedom struggle including the Salt Satyagraha, was 

elected to the first Lok Sabha in 1952 from Vizianagaram 
constituency from Socialist Party of India. 

• Pappu Karki, the popular Kumaoni folk singer has 
passed away. 

 Pappu Karki, the popular Kumaoni folk singer, has passed 
away in car accident near Haidakhan in Nainital district on 
June 9, 2018. Karki was famous for singing Kumaoni folk. 

• Shahzahan Bachchu, the prominent writer and publisher 
has passed away. 

 Shahzahan Bachchu (60), a prominent Bangladeshi writer 
and publisher, was shot dead by unidentified attackers in his 
ancestral village Kakaldi in Munshiganj district of central 
Bangladesh.  

• Peter Thomson, who passed away recently, was the 
legendary player of Golf  

 Peter Thomson (88), one of Australia’s greatest golfers and 
a five-time Open Championship winner, has passed away in 
Melbourne on June 20, 2018. In 1954, he became the first 
Australian to claim the Open Championship in Britain. 

• Japan team has clinched the 2018 Uber Cup, the 
Women’s World Badminton Championship 

 Japanese women’s badminton team has clinched the Uber 
Cup for the first time since 1981 when they defeated hosts 
Thailand 3-0 at the IMPACT Stadium on May 26, 2018. 
Ranked two in world singles, Akane Yamaguchi began 
Japan’s title got off to a flying start as she beat World No. 4 
Ratchanok Intanon 21-15, 21-19. 

• Sunil Naraine has been named the Most Valuable Player 
in the 2018 Indian Premier League 

 Chennai Super Kings has won the 2018 Indian Premier 
League (IPL-11) after defeating Sunrisers Hyderabad in the 
final by 8 wickets in Mumbai on May 27, 2018. It is their 3rd 
IPL title. Shane Watson’s whirlwind century helped Chennai 
to defeat Hyderabad with 9 balls to spare. 

• Virat Kohli  has won the International Cricketer of the 
Year at the CEAT Cricket Ratings awards 

 Indian cricket team skipper Virat Kohli has won the 
International Cricketer of the Year at the CEAT Cricket 
Ratings awards in Mumbai . Indian opener Shikhar Dhawan 
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was presented the International Batsman of the Year Award, 
while New Zealand pace sensation Trent Boult won 
International Bowler of the Year Award. 

• Sangeeta Behl has become the oldest Indian woman to 
have scaled the world’s tallest peak “Mount Everest” 

 Sangeeta Bahl (53), the former model and entrepreneur from 
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), has become the oldest Indian 
woman to have scaled the world’s tallest peak “Mount 
Everest” on 19th May 2018 with the help of two Sherpas. 
She also became the first woman from J&K to scale the 
mountain. 

• Yuvraj Singh has been honoured with the ‘Most inspiring 
icon of the year for Social Welfare’ award by the 
Dadasaheb Phalke International Film Festival (DPIFF) 

 Indian star cricketer Yuvraj Singh has been honoured with 
the ‘Most inspiring icon of the year for Social Welfare’ 
award by the Dadasaheb Phalke International Film Festival 
(DPIFF) for his exemplary contribution in the field of social 
welfare. 

• Virat Kohli received the Polly Umrigar Award for the 
best international cricketer (2016-17 and 2017-18 
seasons) at the BCCI awards 

 Indian captain Virat Kohli has received the Polly Umrigar 
Award for the best international cricketer (2016-17 and 
2017-18 seasons) at the BCCI awards was held in Bengaluru 
on June 15, 2018. Harmanpreet Kaur and Smriti Mandhana 
are set to be maiden recipients of the award for best 
international cricketer (women) for the 2016-17 and 2017-18 
seasons respectively. 

• Mithai Raj has become the first Women Indian cricketer 
to score 2,000 runs in T20 International Cricket 

 Mithali Raj has become the first Indian cricketer to score 
2,000 runs in T20 International Cricket. She achieved the 
landmark during India’s 7-wicket win over Sri Lanka in the 
Women’s Asia Cup T20 at Kaula Lumpur on June 7, 2018. 
Mithali now has 2,015 runs from 75 matches. 

• Simona Halep has won the women’s singles French Open 
tennis tournament 2018 

 Simona Halep from Romania won her first Grand Slam at 
the 2018 French Open tennis tournament in Paris. She 
defeated Sloane Stephens 3-6, 6-4, 6-1 in a gruelling French 
Open final . 

• New Zealand women cricket team posted the highest-ever 
total in One-Day International (ODI) cricket 

 New Zealand women’s cricket team posted the highest-ever 
total in One-Day International (ODI) cricket by scoring an 
incredible 490-4 against Ireland in the first match in Dublin. 
New Zealand skipper Suzie Bates top-scored with 151 off 94 
balls. 

• Bangladesh women cricket team has clinched the Asia 
Cup Twenty-20 tournament 2018 

 In Women’s Cricket, Bangladesh team has won the Asia Cup 
Twenty-20 tournament by defeating India in the final by 7 
wickets at Kuala Lumpur . India have won six titles since the 
tournament’s inception in 2004, while for Bangladesh, this 
was their first title. 

• Rafel Nadal has won the men’s singles French Open 
tennis tournament 2018 

 Rafael Nadal, a Spanish professional tennis player, claimed 
his 11th French Open title on June 10, 2018. In the Men’s 
singles final in Paris, he defeated Austrian Dominic Thiem in 
straight sets 6-4 6-3 6-2 to win the title. By winning the 
French Open, Nadal tied Margaret Court‘s record for 
singles titles at a Grand Slam event. 

• Indian football team has lifted the 2018 Intercontinental 
Cup football title 

 India’s football national team has lifted the 2018 
Intercontinental Cup football title. In the summit clash in 
Mumbai, they defeated Kenya by 2-0 . Both the goals were 
netted by skipper Sunil Chhetri. He gave India the lead in the 
8th minute before scoring the second goal in the 29th minute. 

• US CANADA & MEXICO to host the 23rd FIFA World 
Cup 2026 

 The 23rd FIFA World Cup 2026 will be hosted by USA, 
Canada and Mexico. To host the tournament, the two official 
bids were submitted to FIFA: a joint bid by Canada, Mexico 
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and the United States, and a bid by Morocco. On 13th June 
2018, the 68th FIFA Congress in Moscow.  

• Shikhar Dhawan has become the first-ever Indian 
batsman to score a century in the first session of a Test 
match 

 Shikhar Dhawan has become the first-ever Indian batsman to 
score a century in the first session of a Test match joining the 
illustrious ranks of Sir Don Bradman, Victor Trumper, Majid 
Khan, David Warner. 

• Smriti Mandhana will become the first Indian cricketer 
to appear in Kia Super League in England 

 Smriti Mandhana, an Indian Women’s Cricket team opener, 
will become the first Indian player to appear in the Kia 
Super League, the women’s cricket super league in England. 
The League will begin from July 22, 2018. 

• Brooks Koepka has won the 118th edition of the US Open 
Golf Championship 2018 

 US golfer Brooks Koepka has won the 118th edition of the 
US Open golf championship at the Shinnecock Hills course 
in New York. Koepka has created history by becoming the 
first man since Curtis Strange in 1989 to successfully 
defend his U.S. Open title. 

MAY 

• Mumbai hosted India’s first-ever nationwide food 
archaeology conference “ArchaeoBroma” 

India’s first-ever nationwide conference on the archaeology, 
anthropology and sociology of food was held in Mumbai, 
Maharashtra from on May 5 and 6, 2018. The conference 
titled “ArchaeoBroma” is being touted as India’s first-ever 
national meet on “food as culture”. 

• 138th is the India’s rank in the 2018 World Press 
Freedom Index (WPFI) 

India has been ranked 138th out of 180 countries in the 2018 
World Press Freedom Index (WPFI), which is compiled by 
Reporters Without Borders. As per index, India fared poorly 
on indicators such as hate speeches, attacks on journalists 
on social media, trolling them and targeting their reputation. 
The list was topped by Norway followed by Sweden.  

• NITI Aayog has launched the Atal New India Challenge 
that will provide grants of 1 crore to innovative products 
and solutions 

The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) of the NITI Aayog has 
launched the Atal New India Challenge, which aims to 
support innovators to create products/solutions based on 
advanced technologies in areas of national importance and 
social relevance through a grant-based mechanism. 

• Indu Malhotra has become the first woman lawyer to be 
directly promoted as a judge of the Supreme Court (SC) 

Indu Malhotra, a renowned arbitration expert, has become 
the first woman lawyer to be directly promoted as a judge of 
the Supreme Court (SC). She took oath of office and secrecy 
as Supreme Court judge in New Delhi. 

• Under the ‘Adopt a Heritage’ project, Dalmia Bharat 
Limited corporate house has signed MoU to maintain 
historic site “Red Fort” 

The Dalmia Bharat Limited has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the Union Tourism Ministry to 
take up Red Fort (Delhi) and Gandikota Fort (Andhra 
Pradesh) under the ‘Adopt a Heritage’ project. By signing 
the contract, Dalmia Bharat has become the first corporate 
to be part of the initiative. 

• The Shirui Lily Festival 2018 was celebrated in Manipur.  

The 2nd edition of Shirui Lily Festival 2018 has recently 
concluded at Ukhrul district in Manipur on April 28, 2018. 
The festival is sponsored by the Department of Tourism, 
Government of Manipur to spread awareness about 
conservation of the endangered Shirui Lily and promote the 
district of Ukhrul as a tourist destination in Manipur. 

• Pawan Chamling has become the India’s longest serving 
Chief Minister of India 

On April 29, Pawan Chamling has created history by 
becoming the longest serving chief minister in India. He 
surpassed the record of former communist ruler of West 
Bengal, Late Jyoti Basu. Chamling became the chief minister 
of Sikkim on 12th December 1994 and has ruled the tiny 
Himalayan state ever since. 
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• The 2018 Ayushman Bharat Diwas has celebrated on 

April 29  

As part of Gram Swaraj Abhiyan, Ayushman Bharat Diwas 
has celebrated across the country on April 29, 2018. During 
the event, information regarding Ayushman Bharat Scheme 
is being provided to people during health camps organised in 
rural areas. 

• Varanasi to host the 15th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBS-
2019) 

The 15th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBS-2019) will be held in 
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh from January 21 to 23, 2019. The 
event would be inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his Mauritian counterpart Pravind Jugnauth. 

• The Government of India (GoI) has launched Kisan 
Kalyan Karyashala for farmer outreach as part of 
Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare has 
organised Kisan Kalyan Karyashala at the block level across 
the country on May 2, 2018 in which farmers from that block 
will participate. 

• The “2018 Vijay Prahar” exercise of Indian Army has 
started in Rajasthan  

The “2018 Vijay Prahar” exercise of Indian Army’s South 
Western Command has started near Suratgarh in Rajasthan. 
Over 20,000 troops of the strike formations of the Army are 
engaged in the exercise to fine-tune the joint-manship with 
the Indian Air Force (IAF). 

• Maharashtra become the first Indian state to provide 
digitally-signed land record receipts 

Maharashtra has become the first Indian state to provide 
digitally-signed land record receipts (also known as 7/12 
receipts). The 7/12 receipt is the most important document 
which establishes the ownership of the land and is primarily 
used by farmers while applying for loans. 

• The 12th edition of the bilateral border trade between 
India and China has resumed through Nathu La  

The 12th edition of the bilateral border trade between India 
and China from Nathu La border in Sikkim has resumed for 
the scheduled period from May 1 to November 30. The 

trading days are from Monday to Thursday and the trade 
will continue till November 30. 

• New Delhi hosted the national workshop on Data 
Requirements for Disaster Risk Reduction Database 

The 2-day national workshop on Data Requirements for 
Disaster Risk Reduction Database successfully concluded in 
New Delhi . It has set the stage for the creation of a national-
level disaster database. 

• Ministry of Women & Child Development hold National 
Conference of 244 Districts under Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao (BBBP) in New Delhi 

The Ministry of Women and Child Development (WCD) will 
hold National Conference of 244 Districts under Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao (BBBP) in New Delhi . The Nodal Officers of 
244 Districts, State Nodal Officers and Senior officers will 
be present in the day-long Conference. 

• Guwahati is hosting the 4th edition of Vibrant North East 
2018 

The 4th edition of ‘Vibrant North East 2018’ has started in 
Guwahati, Assam on 3rd May 2018 in which people would 
be made aware of central government’s schemes and 
programmes. It is organised by Delhi-based NGO.  

• The 4th Regional Conference on ‘Futuristic, Resilient 
and Digital Infrastructure’ was held in Bengaluru  

The 4th Regional Conference on ‘Futuristic, Resilient and 
Digital Infrastructure’ was held in Bengaluru . The 2-day 
Conference was organized by the Ministry of Finance, 
Government of India in collaboration with the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII), andResearch and Information 
System for Developing Countries (RIS).        

• India’s GDP growth rate for 2018-19 is 7.3% as per latest 
economic data by Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has projected India to 
remain the fastest growing Asian nation with 7.3% growth in 
2018-19, and 7.6% in 2019-20. ADB Chief Economist 
Yasuyuki Sawada has stated that India should not worry 
about not achieving 8% growth but focus on increasing 
domestic demand by reducing the income inequality. 
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• West Bengal to host the International Children’s Theatre 

Festival 2018 

The 2018 International Children’s Theatre Festival will be 
held at the Academy of Fine Arts in Kolkata, West Bengal 
from June 17 to 21. Children of various theatre groups from 
eight countries besides host India will take part in fest. The 
participating countries are France, Slovenia, Swaziland, 
Mexico, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Bangladesh. 

• Ramit Tondon Indian squash player has won the 2018 
Abu Dhabi Open squash title 

Ramit Tandon from India has won the Abu Dhabi Open 
squash title on May 6, 2018. In an exciting one-hour final in 
Abu Dhabi, Ramit toppled number one seed Omar Abdel 
Meguid of Egypt with scores of 11-6, 6-11, 11-3, 11-2. 

• The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has celebrated its 
58th Raising Day on May 7  

The Border Roads Organisation (BRO), which plays a 
pivotal role in infrastructure development in border areas, 
has celebrated its 58th Raising Day on May 7, 2018. Since 
its inception in 1960, the BRO has grown from 02 to 19 
projects. 

• The first organised census of Indus Dolphins will be 
carried out in Punjab  

The first organised census of Indus Dolphins will be carried 
out by the Punjab government along with World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) -India for the conservation of Indus dolphins, 
which are one of the world’s rarest mammals. 

• The birth anniversary of Nobel laureate Rabindra Nath 
Tagore has celebrated on 7th May  

The birth anniversary of Asia’s first Nobel laureate Rabindra 
Nath Tagore has celebrated on May 7, 2018. Rabindra 
Jayanti is popularly called Poncheeshe Boishakh and being 
celebrated ceremoniously and jauntiness all across West 
Bengal and Bangladesh. 

• The Union Government has launched the website of 
Digital India Internship Scheme in New Delhi  

Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad has launched the 
website of Digital India Internship Scheme in New Delhi. 
Under this scheme, 25 interns will be inducted for a period 

of three months. These interns will be paid a stipend of Rs. 
10, 000 per month. 

• Telangana state government has launched Rythu Bandhu 
scheme for farmers 

The Telangana government has launched Rythu Bandhu 
(friend of farmers) scheme at Dharmarajupalle-Indiranagar 
village in Karimnagar district on May 10, 2018. The scheme 
is a first-of-its-kind initiative providing investment support to 
farmers, who own land. 

• 6th is the India’s rank on the Global Optimism Index 
(GOI) in the first quarter of 2018, as per latest Grant 
Thornton’s International Business Report (IBR) 

After topping the chart for four years, India has been slipped 
to the 6th position globally on the Global Optimism Index in 
the first quarter of 2018, as per survey by Grant Thornton’s 
International Business Report (IBR). The report says the 
business optimism in India has deteriorated while entering 
the last year of the current regime. 

• The Sikkim government has nominated Mohit Chauhan 
as the Green Ambassador of the state 

The Sikkim government has nominated Bollywood singer 
Mohit Chauhan as the Green Ambassador of the state for 
promoting Sikkim as a Green Destination, nationally and 
internationally, on voluntary basis. He is a playback singer 
and singer of a band known as ‘Silk Route’. 

• The Parliamentary panel to study the recovery of black 
money and performance of public sector banks for 2018-
19. The panel will be headed by Murli Manhohar Joshi  

The parliamentary panel headed by veteran BJP MP Murali 
Manohar Joshi has decided to study the recovery of black 
money and performance of public sector banks among a host 
of subjects. The 30-member Estimates Committee has 
decided to study a host of subjects related to various 
ministries in year 2018-19.    

• 7.4% is the India’s GDP growth rate for 2018, as per 
IMF’s latest report “Asia and Pacific Regional Economic 
Outlook”   

In its latest report “Asia and Pacific Regional Economic 
Outlook”, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
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reaffirmed that India will be the fastest-growing major 
economy in 2018, with a growth rate of 7.4% that rises to 
7.8% in 2019 with medium-term prospects remaining 
positive. 

• The 2018 National Technology Day (NTD) is celebrated 
on 11th May  

The National Technology Day (NTD) is celebrated every 
year in India on May 11. On this day in 1998, India 
successfully tested its nuclear bombs in Pokhran, Rajasthan. 
The tests were conducted under the leadership of Former 
President Dr A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, who was then DRDO 
Chief, and Dr R Chidambaran, then Chairman of Atomic 
Energy Commission. 

• The UNDP has proposed to set up skill development 
centre Hyderabad to empower vulnerable and 
marginalised women 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) will 
set up a skill development centre at ‘Bharosa,’ an integrated 
support centre for distressed women and children in 
Hyderabad, Telangana. The purpose of the centre is to 
empower vulnerable and marginalized women by imparting 
skills training. 

• New Delhi hosted the first meeting of the BIMSTEC 
Working Group on Customs Cooperation 

The first meeting of the BIMSTEC Working Group on 
Customs Cooperation was held in New Delhi, India on 10-11 
May 2018. Delegates from all the BIMSTEC Member States, 
i.e., Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand attended the meeting. 

• The first-ever all-woman Post Office Passport Seva 
Kendra (POPSK) has started operations in Paghwara  

The first-ever all-woman Post Office Passport Seva Kendra 
(POPSK) has started operations in Phagwara, Punjab. The 
seva kendra was inaugurated by Union Minister Vijay 
Sampla in the local head Post Office. It was 192nd POPSK 
in the country, but the first one to be operated by an all-
woman team. 

• Indore has been ranked India’s first cleanest city, as per 
latest survey report “Swachh Survekshan-2018” 

Indore has been ranked India’s first cleanest city, as per 
latest survey ‘Swachh Survekshan-2018’. Bhopal has been 
ranked second and Chandigarh third in the survey at the 
national level. Besides, Vijaywada in Andhra Pradesh is 
India’s cleanest big city with a population of over 10 lakh. 

• Shivangi Pathak has become the India’s youngest women 
to scale Mt Everest from Nepal side  

Shivangi Pathak (16) has become the India’s youngest 
women to scale Mt Everest from Nepal side. Born in Hisar of 
Haryana, Shivangi climbed Mt Everest to spread the 
message that women could overcome any obstacle to achieve 
their goals. 

• Ramalingam Sudhakar has been sworn-in as new Chief 
Justice of Manipur High Court 

Justice Ramalingam Sudhakar has been sworn-in as the new 
Chief Justice of Manipur High Court on May 18, 2018. He 
was administered the oath of office by Prof. Jagdish Mukhi, 
the acting governor of Manipur, at the Raj Bhawan in 
Imphal. Prior to this post, Justice Sudhakar has served as 
Acting Chief Justice of Jammu and Kashmir High Court.  

• 6th is the India’s position in the world in terms of total 
wealth, as per AfrAsia Bank Global Wealth Migration 
Review 2018 

According to the AfrAsia Bank Global Wealth Migration 
Review, India is the 6th wealthiest country in the world with 
a total wealth of US $8,230 billion. The factors that will help 
in wealth creation in India include large number of 
entrepreneurs, good educational system, robust outlook for 
IT. 

• Mario Abdo Benitez has won the 2018 presidential 
election in Paraguay 

Mario Abdo Benitez, who belongs to the ruling Colorado 
Party, has won the 2018 presidential election in Paraguay 
by defeating Efraín Alegre with 46.46% of the votes to 
42.73%. (Capital: Asuncion, Currency: Guarani)  

• The Government of India (GoI) has recently entered 
into a legal agreement with World Bank on biotech 

The Government of India (GoI) has entered into a legal 
agreement with the World Bank for a flexible financing 
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arrangement to accelerate research towards early 
development for biopharmaceuticals. 

• Lumbini hosted the 2018 International Buddhist 
Conference 

International Buddhist Conference was held in Lumbini, the 
birth place of Gautama Buddha. It was organised as part of 
2562nd Buddha Jayanti celebrations. 

• Russia to host the multi-nation counter-terrorism 
exercise “Peace Mission 2018” 

The multi-nation counter-terrorism exercise “Peace 
Mission” will be held at the Ural mountains of Russia in 
September 2018, which will take place under the framework 
of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). 

• Uniting Workers for social and Economic Advancement 
is the theme of World Labor Day  

The International Labour Day, also known as International 
Worker’s Day or May Day, observed every year on May 1 
to promote and encourage the international labour 
associations. The day marks the victory of workers’ 
movement for 8 hours of work. 

• The first-ever joint Army exercise “Harimau Shakti 
2018” has started between India and Malaysia 

The first-ever joint Army exercise “Harimau Shakti 2018” 
has started between the troops of the Indian and Malaysian 
armies at Wardieburn Camp in Kuala Lumpur  . The focus 
will remain on tactical operations in jungle warfare. 

• 6Th is the India’s rank in the list of doping violations, as 
per latest report of World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) 

India has been ranked joint-sixth in the list of doping 
violations with 69 cases, same as that of Russia, according 
to World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) report for samples 
collected in 2016. 

• The first-ever India-South Africa Business Summit 
(ISABS – 2018) was held in Johannesburg  

The first-ever India- South Africa Business Summit (ISABS 
2018) was held at the Sandton Convention Centre, 
Johannesburg, South Africa. The tag line of the Summit was 
“United by Legacy, Unified for Prosperity” and was 

attended by the Minister of Commerce and Industry and 
Civil Aviation, Suresh Prabhu. 

• Keeping Power in check: Media, Justice & Rule of Law 
was the theme of World Press Freedom Day in 2018 

The World Press Freedom Day is observed every year on 
May 3 to evaluate press freedom around the world, to 
defend the media from attacks on their independence and to 
pay tribute to journalists who have lost their lives while 
following their profession. 

• India and Guatemala has recently agreed to support each 
other for Non-permanent membership of UNSC. 

India and Guatemala have signed a pact for strengthening 
diplomatic cooperation through Respective Foreign Service 
Institutes in the educational field. The agreement was 
recently inked after a meeting between Vice President M 
Venkaiah Naidu and his Guatemala counterpart, Jafeth 
Cabrera Franco in Guatemala City.    

• Memorable Smiles around the world is the theme of 2018 
World Red Cross Red Crescent Day (WRCRCD) 

The World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day (WRCRCD) is 
observed every year on May 8 to recognize the 
extraordinary contribution and incredible achievements of 
the stalwarts and volunteers around the world for helping 
the people in need anytime, anywhere. 

• The 2018 International Firefighters’ Day (IFFD) is 
observed on May 4 

The International Firefighters’ Day (IFFD) is observed 
every year on May 4 to thank all firefighters for their 
extraordinary commitment, exceptional courage and for 
their selfless service. 

• The 2018 World Athletics Day (WAD) is observed on May 
7  

The World Athletics Day (WAD) is observed every year on 
May 7 to popularize sports among the youth, to promote 
athletics as the primary sport in schools and institutions 
and to encourage and introduce new talent and youngsters 
in the field of athletics. 
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• Tahir Hussain Indian American professor has received a 

grant of $1.6M by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
to protect kidneys from obesity 

Dr Tahir Hussain, an Indian-American professor of 
Pharmacology at the University of Houston, has received a 
grant of 1.6 million dollars from the National Institutes of 
Health to examine a kidney cell that could prevent damage 
from inflammation caused by obesity. 

• India has signed 200 Million US Dollars  amount of loan 
deal with World Bank for National Nutrition Mission 
(POSHAN Abhiyaan) 

India has signed a loan agreement of $200-million with the 
World Bank for the National Nutrition Mission (POSHAN 
Abhiyaan) to achieve its goal of reducing stunting in 
children aged 0-6 years from 38.4% to 25% by 2022. 

• Asia and More is the theme of the 15th edition of the Asia 
Media Summit (AMS-2018) 

On May 10, India has hosting the 15th edition of the Asia 
Media Summit (AMS-2018) in New Delhi with theme 
“Telling our Stories- Asia and More”. New Delhi is hosting 
the annual summit of the Asia-Pacific Institute for 
Broadcasting Development (AIBD) Kuala Lumpur for the 
first time. 

• China hosted the 2018 Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) Tourism Ministers’ conference 

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Tourism 
Ministers’ conference was held in Wuhan, China on 9th 
May 2018. From India, the Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) for Tourism and Minister of State for Electronics 
and Information Technology, K. J. Alphons attended the 
conference. 

• Mohammad Yunus has been conferred with the 11th 
KISS Humanitarian Award 2018 

Prof. Muhammad Yunus, the Nobel laureate and noted 
economist, has been conferred with the 11th KISS 
Humanitarian Award 2018 on May 11 for his unwavering 
commitment to eradicate global poverty and foster 
economic and social development. He is the founder of the 
Grameen Bank in Bangladesh and is widely known as the 
Father of Microfinance. 

• Nurses A Voice to Lead – Health is a Human right is the 
theme of International Day of Nurses  

The International Nurses Day (IND) is celebrated every 
year across the world on May 12 to mark the birth 
anniversary of Florence Nightingale, the founder of modern 
nursing. 

• Nepal to host the 2018 meeting of the BIMSTEC Sub-
Group on Prevention of Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic 
Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and precursor 
Chemicals 

The 5th meeting of the BIMSTEC Sub-Group on Prevention 
of Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic 
Substances and precursor Chemicals to be held in 
Kathmandu, Nepal on 23 May 2018. The Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is an international organisation of 
7 nations.  

• Type 001A is the China’s first home-built aircraft 
carrier that recently started sea trials 

China’s first domestically developed aircraft carrier “Type-
001A” has recently started sea trials. The aim of trials is to 
demonstrate the reliability and capability of the ship’s 
propulsion systems. 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched 
REPLACE comprehensive plan to eliminate trans fat in 
foods by 2023 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has launched a 
comprehensive plan “REPLACE” to eliminate industrially-
produced artificial trans fats from the global food supply by 
2023. The elimination of trans fats is key to protecting the 
health and saving lives. 

• 7.6% is the India’s GDP growth forecast for 2018-19, as 
per latest UN World Economic Situation and Prospects 
(WESP) report 2018 

As per latest UN World Economic Situation and Prospects 
(WESP) report of mid 2018, India’s economy is projected to 
grow 7.6% in fiscal year 2018-19 and 7.5% for FY 18. This 
is a substantial recovery from the 6.7% growth India 
registered in fiscal year 2017. 



 

 
<< 76 >> | IBS QUEST | OCTOBER, 2018  

 

           Quest IBS 
• Shoplifters has won the best film award “Palme d’Or” 

at the 2018 Cannes Film Festival 

The Japanese family drama ‘Shoplifters’ has received the 
coveted award for best film, the Palme d’Or, at the Cannes 
Film Festival on May 20, 2018. Poland’s Pawel 
Pawlikowski won the best director award for his love story 
‘Cold War’. 

• The 2018 Venture Capital Symposium was organized by 
NITI Aayog to deepen the economic relationships 
between India and France  

The Venture Capital Symposium 2018 is organized by NITI 
Aayog in association with Vision India Foundation in New 
Delhi to deepen the economic relationships between France 
and India. The purpose of the event is to support the Start-
up India programme. 

• Amitabh Bachchan has been honoured by European 
Union for strengthening Europe-India cultural ties 

Megastar Amitabh Bachchan has been honoured by 
European Union for strengthening Europe-India cultural 
ties. Bachchan, whose last release “102 Not Out”, co-
starring Rishi Kapoor, was well-received by critics as well 
as audiences, will next be seen in “Thugs of Hindostan”. 

• South Africa hosted the 26th BASIC Ministerial 
Meeting on Climate Change 

The 26th BASIC Ministerial Meeting of Environment 
Ministers was held in Durban, South Africa. India was 
represented by Union Environment Minister Dr. Harsh 
Vardhan. In it, Dr Vardhan reiterated his appeal to make 
joint efforts to create a societal movement in combating 
climate change through “Green Good Deeds”. 

• Russia has launched the world’s first floating nuclear 
power station 

Russia has launched the world’s first floating nuclear 
power station ” Akademik Lomonosov ” at a ceremony in 
the port of the far northern city of Murmansk, where it will 
be loaded with nuclear fuel before heading to eastern 
Siberia. 

• Celebrating 25 years of action for biodiversity is the 
theme of the 2018 International Bio-diversity Day (IBD) 

The International Bio-diversity Day (IBD) is observed on 
22nd May every year to increase understanding and 
awareness of biodiversity issues. The 2018 theme 
‘Celebrating 25 Years of Action for Biodiversity’ marks the 
25th anniversary of the entry into force of the Convention 
on Biological Diversity.  

• Nicholas Maduro is the newly elected President of 
Venezuela 

Nicolas Maduro Moro, the leftist leader and Venezuela’s 
President, has been re-elected to a second six-year term. 
Maduro hailed his win as a victory against imperialism, but 
his rival candidates have rejected the electoral process and 
called for new elections. 

• Stacey Cunningham become the first female president of 
the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) 

The New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) has named Stacey 
Cunningham its first female President in the history of the 
226-year-old exchange. She will succeed Thomas Farley. 
Currently, she is the Chief Operating Officer (COO) of 
NYSE. 

State Bank of India has allowed depositors to withdraw cash 
from its Point of Sale (PoS) devices 

In a bid to ease the cash crunch, the State Bank of India 
(SBI) has decided to allow depositors to withdraw cash 
from its Point of Sale (PoS) devices available with 
merchants. 

• INDIA is the highest recipient of remittances in 2017, as 
per World Bank (WB)’s latest report “Migration and 
Development Brief” 

As per World Bank (WB)’s latest report “Migration and 
Development Brief”, India is the highest recipient of 
remittances globally in 2017 with $69 billion, followed by 
China ($64 billion), the Philippines ($33 billion), Mexico 
($31 billion), Nigeria ($22 billion), and Egypt ($20 billion). 

• ICICI Bank has launched instant overdraft ‘InstaOD’ 
facility for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) 

The ICICI Bank has launched instant overdraft ‘InstaOD’ 
facility for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) 
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in a completely online and paperless manner. Customers 
can get overdraft facility up to Rs 15 lakh for a year 
anytime, anywhere using the bank’s Internet and mobile 
banking app. 

• SBI has signed pact with India Mortgage Guarantee 
Corporation (IMGC) to offer mortgage guarantee 
backed home loan 

The State Bank of India (SBI) has recently signed a pact 
with India Mortgage Guarantee Corporation (IMGC) to 
offer mortgage guarantee scheme for prospective non-
salaried and self-employed home loan customers. The 
offering will help increase home loan eligibility up to 15% 
within the regulatory norms. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently raised 
currency derivative trade limit to 100 Million US Dollars 
for residents and foreign portfolio investors 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has raised exposure limit 
under Exchange Traded Currency Derivatives (ETCD) 
trading for residents and foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
to $100 million across all currency pairs involving the 
Indian rupee. 

• Bank of Baroda has recently signed a MoU with POORTI 
Agri Services Pvt. Ltd to enable the farmers to purchase 
agricultural inputs 

The Bank of Baroda (BoB) has signed a MoU with POORTI 
Agri Services Pvt. Ltd to enable the farmers to purchase 
agricultural inputs such as fertilizers, pesticides, seeds etc. 
provided by POORTI. This is a Platform for Online 
Ordering & Rural Transformation of India known as 
“POORTI”. 

• India’s ranks 5th on a list of countries with highest Non-
performing Assets (NPA) levels, according to latest 
report by CARE Ratings 

  India has been ranked 5th on a list of countries with highest 
Non-performing Assets (NPA) levels and is on top spot 
among the BRICS nations, according to latest report by 
CARE Ratings. The NPA list is topped by Greece (36.4%) 
followed by Italy (16.4%), Portugal (15.5%) and Ireland 
(11.9%). 

• India not to pursue Islamic banking as per RBI.  

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided not to pursue 
a proposal to introduce Islamic banking in India. Decision 
in this regard was taken after considering wider and equal 
opportunities available to all citizens to access banking and 
financial services. 

• Legal Entity Identifier mandatory for all large 
corporate borrowers as per RBI 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has made 20-digit Legal 
Entity Identifier (LEI) compulsory for companies having 
aggregate fund-based and non-fund based exposure over Rs 
5 crore. The move is aimed at improving risk management 
in wake of huge stressed assets in banking system. Before 
this, RBI had made LEI mandatory for transactions in 
interest rate, forex and credit derivative mark.  

• SEBI to bring Initial Coin Offerings using crypto 
currencies under its lens.  

The capital market regulator Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) is planning to bring Initial Coin 
Offerings (ICO) under its existing legal framework. In 
recent times, popularity of crypto currencies has increased 
rapidly and number of entities looking at raising funds 
through ICO. 

• India’s ranks 100th in World Bank’s Doing Business 
Report 2018 

In World Bank’s recently released Doing Business (DB) 
Report 2018 titled as ‘Doing Business 2018: Reforming to 
Create Jobs’, India leapfrogged to 100th among 190 
countries. India has jumped over 30 ranks to attain 100th 
spot from 130th position in 2017 Ease of Doing Business 
Index. Its score also increased from 56.05 in 2017 to 60.76 
in Doing Business 2018.  

• The Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs (IICA) has 
signed MoU with India Post Payments Bank to provide 
training on payment banking  

The India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Indian Institute 
of Corporate Affairs (IICA) to offer relevant training to the 
employees on issues pertaining payment banking. 
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• RBI has tightened reporting norms for LRS (Liberalised 

Remittance Scheme) under which an individual can 
transfer upto 2,50,000 US Dollars abroad in a year. 

On 13th April 2018, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
tightened reporting norms for the Liberalised Remittance 
Scheme (LRS) under which an individual can transfer upto 
$ 2,50,000 US Dollars abroad in a year. 

• MCX – SX has launched India’s first options contract 
on copper futures 

The Multi Commodity Exchange of India Ltd. (MCX) has 
launched the India’s first options contract on copper futures. 
The option contract will provide physical market participants 
an additional instrument to hedge their risk. 

 Sitanshu Yashchandra has been chosen for the 2017 
Saraswati Samman 

Sitanshu Yashaschandra, the Gujarati poet, playwright and 
academic, has been selected for the 2017 Saraswati Samman 
for his collection of verses titled ‘Vakhar’. 

• Asha Bhosle has been honoured with the 26th P C 
Chandra Puraskaar 2018 

Singing legend Asha Bhosle has been honoured with the 
Lifetime 26th P C Chandra Puraskaar 2018at the Science 
City auditorium.in Mumbai, Maharashtra.  

• Akshay Kumar has won the best actor award at the 2018 
Dadasaheb Phalke Awards 

Akshay Kumar has bagged the best actor award at the 2018 
Dadasaheb Phalke awards for his role in ‘Padman (Jury)’ 
and for ‘Toilet: Ek Prem Katha’. The awards were given by 
Dadasaheb Phalke Film Foundation in Mumbai.  

• Lata Mangeshkar has been honoured with the Swara 
Mauli award 

Legendary singer Lata Mangeshkar has been honoured with 
the Swara Mauli title by Shankarcharya Vidyanarsimha 
Bharati Swami at her residence Prabhu Kunj in Mumbai on 
May 13, 2018. The veteran singer has several awards to her 
credit in her over 7-decade-long career, including three 
National Awards. 

• William Mark Tully has been chosen for the 2018 RedInk 
award for lifetime achievement in journalism 

Sir William Mark Tully, the veteran British journalist and 
former BBC India correspondent, has been chosen for 2018 
RedInk award for lifetime achievement in journalism. Tully 
worked with the BBC for 30 years before resigning in July 
1994. 

• Bindeshwar Pathak Indian personality has been 
honoured with the 2018 Nikkei Asia Prize in Japan 

Dr Bindeshwar Pathak, the founder of Sulabh International, 
has been honoured with the 2018 Nikkei Asia Prize in Japan 
for his contribution to Asia’s development. Pathak is among 
the three who have been conferred with the award. 

• John Gregory has been honoured with a LMA special 
achievement award by England’s League Managers 
Association (LMA) 

Chennaiyin FC head coach John Gregory has been 
honoured with a Special Achievement Award by England’s 
League Managers’ Association (LMA) in London for 
becoming the first Englishman to win the Indian Super 
League (ISL). 

• Anindita Annam has been honoured with the 2018 Shri 
Jayadev Rastriya Yuva Pratibha Puraskar 

US-based Kathak dancer Anindita Anaam has been 
honoured with the prestigious ‘Shri Jayadev Rastriya Yuva 
Pratibha Puraskar 2018’ for outstanding contribution to the 
field of art. 

• V.K Saraswat has been honoured with the DRDO 
Lifetime Achievement Award – 2017 

To commemorate the National Technology Day (NTD-2018), 
the Union Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman gave away 
the DRDO Awards- 2016 & 2017 to various DRDO scientists 
for their outstanding contributions. Dr V K Saraswat, the 
former Secretary Department of Defence R&D.  

• Prajnesh Gunneswaran, has won the T.K. Ramanathan 
award for the year 2017-18 

Davis Cup player Prajnesh Gunneswaran has won the 
prestigious T.K. Ramanathan award for the year 2017-18 at 
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the annual day function of the Tamil Nadu Tennis 
Association at SDAT tennis stadium. 

• Olga Tokarczuk has won the prestigious 2018 Man 
Booker International Prize for fiction 

Polish author Olga Tokarczuk has won the prestigious 2018 
Man Booker International Prize for fiction for her novel 
‘Flights’. The novel, translated by Jennifer Croft, 
interweaves narratives of travel with explorations of the 
human body. 

• Sitanshu Kar has become the principal director general 
of the Press Information Bureau 

Sitanshu Kar, a 1983-batch Indian Information Service (IIS) 
officer, has become the principal director general of the 
Press Information Bureau (PIB). He succeeded Frank 
Noronha, who had held the post since 2014. 

• Mallikarjun Kharge has been appointed the new 
chairman of the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of 
Parliament 

Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge, an MP from Gulbarga 
(Karnataka), has been re-appointed chairman of the 22-
member Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of Parliament for 
its fresh term starting on May 1. 

• Shubash Chander Khuntia has been appointed as the 
new Chairman of Insurance Regulatory and 
Development Authority of India (IRDAI) 

Subhash Chandra Khuntia, a 1981-batch Indian 
Administrative Services (IAS) officer, has been appointed as 
Chairman of Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI). The Appointments Committee of 
the Cabinet (ACC) has approved Khuntia’s appointment for 
a period of 3 years. 

• Deepa Ambekar Indian-American personality has been 
appointed as the interim judge to a US civil court of New 
York City 

Indian-American Deepa Ambekar has been appointed as the 
interim judge to a US civil court of New York City. She has 
become the 2nd Indian-American woman judge in the city 
after Chennai-born Raja Rajeswari. 

• Pradeep Kumar Sinha has been appointed the new 
Cabinet Secretary of India 

Pradeep Kumar Sinha, a 1977-batch IAS officer of the Uttar 
Pradesh cadre, has been given one year extension to the post 
of Cabinet Secretary. With this, he will continue as cabinet 
secretary till June 12, 2019 as against his current retirement 
date of 12th June 2018. 

• Nikol Pashinian has been named the new Prime Minister 
of Armenia 

Nikol Pashinian has become the new Prime Minister of 
Armenia, when a Parliament dominated by his political foes 
elected him by a 59-to-42 vote. He has been the leader of the 
ongoing 2018 Armenian non-violent protests which forced 
Prime Minister Serzh Sargsyan and his government to 
resign. 

• Carlos Alvarado has been sworn-in as the new President 
of Costa Rica 

Journalist Carlos Alvarado has been sworn-in as the new 
President of Costa Rica on May 8, 2018. In April 2018, he 
won the presidential election (second round) with 61% votes. 
Alvarado swept to victory against conservative Protestant 
singer Fabricio Alvarado Munoz. 

• Nitin Bavankule has been appointed as the country head 
for Google Cloud business in India 

Google has appointed Nitin Bawankule as the country head 
for its cloud business in India. He will take over from Mohit 
Pande who has quit the company. 

• Rajyawardhan Singh Rathore has taken charge as the 
new Minister of Information and Broadcasting (I&B) 

In a Cabinet reshuffle, Col Rajyavardhan Rathore has taken 
charge as the new Union Minister of Information and 
Broadcasting (I&B) on May 15, 2018. He replaced Smriti 
Irani. Mrs Irani will now only hold the portfolio of Minister 
of Textiles. 

• Mukul Rohtagi has been appointed as ’eminent jurist’ in 
the high-profile Lokpal selection committee 

Mukul Rohatgi, the former Attorney General of India and 
Senior Counsel, has been appointed as ’eminent jurist’ in the 



 

 
<< 80 >> | IBS QUEST | OCTOBER, 2018  

 

           Quest IBS 
high-profile Lokpal selection committee led by the Prime 
Minister.  

• Shashank Manohar has become the new independent 
chairman of the International Cricket Council (ICC) 

Shashank Manohar, the former BCCI President, will serve a 
second two-year term as the independent chairman of the 
International Cricket Council after he was elected 
unopposed by the governing body’s Board. 

• Susheela Jaipal Indian American personality has become 
the first South Asian to be elected in Oregon in the 
western US State 

Susheela Jayapal, who is the sister of Indian American 
Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal, has become the first 
South Asian to be elected as a member of the Board of 
Commissioners of Multnomah County in Oregon in the 
western US State 

• Yudhvir Singh Malik has been appointed as the new 
chairman of National Highway Authority of India 
(NHAI) 

Yudhvir Singh Malik, a 1984 batch IAS officer of Haryana 
cadre, has been given additional charge of the post of 
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) chairman.  

• Firoze Bakht Ahmed has been nominated as new 
Chancellor of Maulana Azad National Urdu University 
(MANUU) 

Firoz Bakht Ahmed, the noted social activist, educationist 
and columnist, has been nominated as new Chancellor of 
Maulana Azad National Urdu University (MANUU) for a 
period of 3 years and he succeeded Zafar Sareshwala. 

• Uttam pachrane has been appointed as the new 
Chairman of Lalit Kala Akademi 

Uttam Pacharne, the noted artist and sculptor, has been 
appointed as the new Chairman of Lalit Kala Akademi by the 
President of India. He will hold office for a term of three 
years from the date on which he assumes the charge of his 
office.  

• Anil Kumar Jha has been appointed as the full time 
Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Coal India 
Limited 

Anil Kumar Jha has been appointed as chairman-cum-
managing director (CMD) of Coal India Limited (CIL) till 
his superannuation i.e. January 31, 2020. Prior to this post, 
He was CMD of subsidiary Mahanadi Coalfields. Jha 
replaced acting chairman Suresh Kumar, who has been 
holding the post of additional secretary at the ministry of 
coal. 

• Guruji Ravinder Sharma, the renowned artist-
philosopher has passed away 

Guruji Ravinder Sharma, the renowned sculpture and 
mentor of artists, has passed away at Kala Ashram in 
Adilabad, Telangana on April 30, 2018. He was the founder 
of Adilabad’s Kala Ashram and is credited to playing a vital 
role in protecting ancient rural and tribal art forms and 
knowledge system of the country for nearly four decades. 

• P P Lakshaman, Footballer passed away recently 

P P Lakshmanan (83), the former President of the All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) and ex-member of the Appeals 
committee of FIFA, has passed away at Kannur in Kerala.  
He was the first Indian to be chosen as the member of 
FIFA’s appeal committee. 

• Kottayam Pushpanath, the renowned detective novelist 
has passed away 

Kottayam Pushpanath (80), the renowned Malayalam 
detective novelist, has passed away in Kottayam, Kerala on 
May 2, 2018. He expanded the world of horror fiction in 
Malayalam literature and wrote over 100 detective and 
horror novels in Malayalam. 

• Ashok Mitra, the noted scholar has passed away 

Ashok Mitra (90), the noted scholar and the first Finance 
Minister in the Left Front government in West Bengal, has 
passed away in Kolkata. Besides serving the State 
Government, he also worked with the Central Government as 
the Chief Economic Adviser from 1970-72, when Indira 
Gandhi was prime minister, and was a member of Rajya 
Sabha. 

• Idris Hassan Latif was the former chief of Indian Air 
Force passed away recently  
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Air Chief Marshal Idris Hassan Latif (94), the former Chief 
of the Indian Air Force (IAF), has passed away in 
Hyderabad. He was the IAF chief from September 1978 to 
August 1981. After his retirement in 1981, Latif held the 
posts of Maharashtra Governor and Indian Ambassador to 
France. 

• Keyur Bhushan, the well-known Gandhian & freedom 
fighter has passed away. 

Keyur Bhushan (90), the well-known Gandhian, freedom 
fighter and writer, has passed away in Raipur, Chhattisgarh 
on May 3, 2018. Bhushan, born at Janta in Bemetara 
district, took part in the 1942 Quit India movement as a 
student in Raipur, and was incarcerated. 

• Anne V Coates, the Oscar-winning film editor has passed 
away. 

Anne V Coates (92), a British film editor, has passed away in 
Los Angeles, California. She was best known as the editor of 
David Lean’s epic film Lawrence of Arabia in 1962, for 
which she won an Oscar. 

• Kalasala Babu, the noted Malayalam film-theatre actor 
has passed away. 

Kalasala Babu (68), the noted Malayalam film-theatre actor, 
has passed away in Kochi, Kerala on May 14, 2018. He is 
known for his drama troupe ‘Kalasala’ Kalasala in 
Tripunithura, which had artists such as Thilakan and Surasu 
among others. 

• Mansoor Ahmed, the legendary hockey player has passed 
away. 

Mansoor Ahmed (49), Pakistan’s World Cup-winning hockey 
goalkeeper, has passed away in Karachi on May 12, 2018. 
He was known as the 1994 World Cup hero for Pakistan. 

• Yamunabai Waikar, the acclaimed Lavani singer has 
passed away. 

Yamunabai Waikar (103), the acclaimed Lavani singer and 
Padma Shri recipient, has passed away in Satara district, 
Maharashtra on May 15, 2018.  

• Raghuvir Singh, who passed away recently, was the 
freedom fighter from Muzzaffarnagar 

Raghuvir Singh (95), the lone freedom fighter of 
Muzaffarnagar district, has passed away in Noida, Uttar 
Pradesh on May 19, 2018. Singh was part of Subhas 
Chandra Bose’s Azad Hind Fauj.      

• Dr Hemu Adhikari, noted film actor passed away 
recently 

Dr Hemu Adhikari (81), the veteran film and theatre actor, 
has passed away in Mumbai, Maharashtra. He acted in Sai 
Paranjpe’s “Katha” and Marathi films like “Dhyaas Parya” 
and “Harishchandrachi Factory”. 

• Indian shooter Gauri Sheoran has made brand 
ambassador for Haryana’s Measles and Rubella (MR) 
vaccination campaign 

The Haryana government has appointed international 
shooter Gauri Sheoran as brand ambassador for its Measles 
and Rubella (MR) vaccination campaign. The decision was 
announced by Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar at the 
launch of MR vaccination campaign. 

• Rafel Nadal clinched the 2018 Barcelona Open tennis 
tournament 

Rafael Nadal, a Spanish professional tennis player, has lifted 
his 11th Barcelona Open tennis title on April 29, 2018 and 
extended his record of 46 consecutive sets won on clay. 

• Neeraj Goyat Indian boxer has been conferred with the 
WBC Asia Boxer of the Year Award 

Indian pugilist Neeraj Goyat has been conferred with 
theWBC Asia Boxer of the Year Award. Neeraj is the current 
WBC Asia champion in welter weight category. 

• G Sathiyan Indian table tennis player has officially 
signed with German Bundesliga’s top division club ASV 
Grunwettersbach Tischtennis 

G Sathiyan, India’s top table tennis player, has officially 
signed with German Bundesliga’s top division club ASV 
Grunwettersbach Tischtennis for 2018/19 season. He won 
three medals at his Commonwealth Games debut on April 
2018. 

• Heena Sidhu Indian shooter has won gold in the women’s 
10m air pistol event at the International Shooting 
Competitions of Hannover in Germany 
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Indian Shooter Heena Sidhu clinched the gold medal while 
compatriot P Shri Nivetha settled for bronze in the women’s 
10m air pistol event at the International Shooting 
Competitions of Hannover, Germany.  

• Lewis Hamilton has won the 2018 Formula 1 Spanish 
Grand Prix tournament 

Lewis Hamilton, a British racing driver who races in 
Formula One for the Mercedes AMG Petronas team, has 
won the Formula 1 Spanish Grand Prix tournament 2018 at 
the Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya in Spain.        

• Rajinder Singh has taken charge as the new President of 
Hockey India (HI) 

Rajinder Singh has taken charge as the new President of 
Hockey India (HI). He succeeded Mariamma Koshy. Prior to 
this post, Singh was the senior Vice President of HI. 

• South Korea hockey team has won the 5th Women’s 
Asian Champions Trophy 2018 

The Indian women’s Hockey team failed to defend its crown 
at the 5th Women’s Asian Champions Trophy 2018, as it lost 
to hosts South Korea, 0-1 in the summit clash at the Sunrise 
Stadium in Donghae City.  

• Lionel Messy has won the 2018 European Golden Shoe 

Lionel Messi, an Argentine professional footballer who plays 
as a forward for Spanish club Barcelona, has won the 2018 
European Golden Shoe. He claimed the prize after scoring 
34 goals in La Liga this season, helping his club to a 25th 
league triumph. 

 Madhya Pradesh government has recently raised 
retirement age of state govt employees from 60 to 62 
years 

The Madhya Pradesh government has raised the retirement 
age of state government employees to 62 years from the 
current age of retirement is 60 years. The announcement was 
made by Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan.     

 New Delhi has become the India’s first city to switch 
from BS-IV grade fuels to BS-VI (equivalent to fuel 
meeting Euro-VI emission norms 

From April 1, the petrol pumps in New Delhi started 
supplying ultra-clean Bharat Stage (BS) VI grade fuel (both 
petrol and diesel) with an aim to combat the rising levels of 
air pollution in Delhi-NCR region. 

 According to recent data released by Indian Cellular 
Association (ICA), India has acquired 2nd  position in the 
world in producing mobile phones 

  India is now the second-largest mobile phone producer in the 
world after China, as per information shared by Indian 
Cellular Association (ICA) with the Government of India 
(GoI) 

 V S Oberoi Committee committee has been formed by the 
Union government to examine CBSE’s exam conduct 
process 

The Union Human Resource Development (HRD) Ministry 
has set up a high-powered committee to examine the process 
by which the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) 
conducts examinations. The panel, headed by former HRD 
Secretary VS Oberoi, will suggest measures to make the 
process secure and foolproof through use of technology.  

 Odisha government has rolled out ‘Rupashree Scheme’ 
for marriage of poor girls 

The West Bengal government has rolled out a new scheme 
‘Rupashree’ from April 1, 2018 in order to provide marriage 
assistance to girls coming from economically weaker 
families with a budgetary allocation of Rs 1500 crore. The 
scheme proposes to extend one-time financial assistance 
worth Rs 25,000 to the family of the girl whose annual 
income is up to Rs 1.5 lakh.  

 Mengluru International airport has been adjudged as the 
India’s cleanest airport, as per latest survey conducted by 
the Airports Authority of India (AAI) 

As per latest survey conducted by the Airports Authority of 
India (AAI) across 53 airports, the Mangaluru International 
Airport (MIA) has been declared as the cleanest and best-
maintained airport in the country under the 1.5 million to 5 
million passenger handling airport category.  
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