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Index Position 
of India Top Ranked Country 

Human Development Index -2018 135 Topped by Norway followed by Australia 
Ease of Doing Business Index 2018 77th 

 
The list is topped by New Zealand followed by 

Singapore, Denmark. 
Foreign Direct Investment confidence 

index 
11th The list is topped by USA followed by Germany 

Global Competitiveness Index 2016 58th The list is topped by United States, followed by 
Singapore and Germany. 

Global Talent Index 81th The list is topped by Switzerland, followed by 
Denmark 

Global Human Capital index 2018  103 The list is topped by Norway, followed by 
Finland 

Global Hunger Index 2018 103th Developed by International food policy and 
research institute (IFPRI) 

Global Innovation Index 2018 60 The list is topped by Switzerland, followed by 
Sweden 

Global Peace Index (GPI) 2018 137 The list is topped by Iceland, followed by 
Newzland 

Global Slavery Index 2018 53th The list is topped by North Korea, followed by 
Eritrea and Burundi 

Global Talent Competitiveness Index 
2018 

81th The list is topped by Switzerland, followed by 
Singapore and Luxembourg. 

Intellectual Property Index 2018 44th The list is topped by USA, followed by UK and 
Germany. 

Logistics Performance Index 2018 44th The list is topped by Germany, followed by 
Luxembourg and Sweden. 

Global Human Capital Index 103 The list is topped by Norway followed by Finland 
Sustainable Development Goal Index 

2018 
110th The list is topped by Sweden, followed by 

Denmark 
Economic Freedom Index 2018 130 The list is topped by Hong Kong, followed by 

Singapore. 
World Happiness Index 2018 133 The list is topped by Norway followed by 

Denmark, 
World Press Freedom Index 2018 138 The list is topped by Norway, followed by 

Sweden 
World Risk Index 2016 77th The list is topped by Island state of Vanuatu, 

followed by Tonga and Philippines. 
Global Travel and Tourism Index-2018 52 The list topped by Spain followed by France 

Global Corruption perception index-
2018 

81st  The list is topped by New Zealand and Denmark 

Legatum Prosperity Index 2017 100th The list is topped by Norway, followed by New 
Zealand, Finland, Switzerland and Sweden. 

Inclusive Development Index 2018 62nd The list is topped by Norway & Published by 
World Economic Forum.  

Global Democracy Index 2018 42nd The list is topped by Norway, followed by 
Iceland, Sweden & New Zealand 

Inclusive Internet Index 2018 47th The list is topped by Sweden, followed by 
Singapore & the US.  
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Policy Rates of Reserve Bank of 
India 

Bank Rate  : 6.75%  
Repo Rate  : 6.25% 
Reverse Repo Rate (RRR) : 6.25% 
CRR (Cash Reserve Ratio) : 4% 
SLR (Statutory Liquidity Ratio) : 19.25% 
Base Rate          : 8.65% - 9.45% 
Saving Deposit rate :3.5%- 4% 
Term Deposit Rate for >1 Year  : 6.25% -7.5 % 
Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) : 6.75% 
Marginal Cost of Fund Based Lending Rate 
 : 8.15%-8.55% 
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FDI Limits 
List of Limits in Various Sectors  (In %) 
1. Petroleum Refining by PSU  49% 7. Civil Aviation  100% 
2. Pharmaceutical Sector  74% 8. Private security agencies  49% 
3. Medical Devices  100% 9. Private Sector Banking  74% 
4. White Label ATM Operation  100% 10. Public Sector Banking  20% 
5. Cable Networks  100% 11. Insurance and sub-activities  49% 
6. Print Media  26% 
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Optimists vs. Pessimists- Everyone is familiar with the “glass half full” or “glass half empty” analogy. It 

elucidates how an optimist and a pessimist will interpret the same situation in two different ways. The split 

between optimists and pessimists is pretty much night and day. Optimists generally approach life with a 

positive outlook, while pessimists tend to expect the worst. Optimists go into new situations with high 

expectations, while pessimists keep low expectations to prepare for negative outcomes.To be fair, pessimists 

aren’t ALL doom and gloom. Positivity may be the key to good health. Optimists tend to adjust better to 

health threats and conditions than pessimists do. Pessimists, on the other hand, may create more distress for 

themselves by distorting, denying and avoiding situations.Optimists are often touted as the best way to be 

and are usually shown to be well adjusted and happy. They tend to look on the more favorable sides of life 

and events expecting the most favorable termination. Their outlook hinges on idealism and often overlooks 

the basic nature of people. Because of their upbeat mindset, they are often the most likely to be gullible and 

naive. They are the kind of people politicians like because they can be easily persuaded.However,a pessimist 

is often viewed as a negative person, but in reality this isn’t the case. Most people confuse pessimism with 

fatalism which is the root of this misconception. By definition a pessimistic person is usually a skeptic or 

doubter, someone who needs proof before they jump on board. Whenever they hear something new, they are 

the first to scrutinize it before they will accept it. Can be frustrating to some (especially optimists), but often 

they are the ones that facilitate the level of quality and change. Investigators and scientific people often 

represent this group.To be an optimist control your Reactions and Responses.There are three basic 

differences in the reactions of optimists and pessimists. The first difference is that the optimist sees a setback 

as temporary, while the pessimist sees it as permanent. The optimist sees an unfortunate event, such as an 

order that falls through or a sales call that fails, as a temporary event, something that is limited in time and 

that has no real impact on the future. The pessimist, on the other hand, sees negative events as permanent, 

as part of life and destiny. Now, to be a positive person put these three differences in your life and keep 

yourself reminding them to become a possibilist. 

 

ALL THE BEST   

EDITOR’S MESSAGE 
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RIGHTS, REVISED: ON THE TRANSGENDER PERSONS BILL, 2018 

The passage of a Bill in the Lok Sabha to secure the rights of transgender persons is a progressive step towards extending 
constitutional protection to this highly marginalised community. The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2018, as passed, 
is an improved version of the legislation introduced two years ago. The earlier draft was widely perceived as falling short of the 
expectations of stakeholders and not adequately rights-based, as envisaged by the Supreme Court in its landmark decision on 
transgender rights in 2014. Experts, as well as the Standing Committee of Parliament on Social Justice and Empowerment, had 
criticised the original definition of ‘transgender persons’ for violating the right to self-determined identity. The revised definition 
omits the reference to a ‘neither male nor female’ formulation, and covers any person whose gender does not match the gender 
assigned at birth, as well as transmen, transwomen, those with intersex variations, the gender-queer, and those who designate 
themselves based on socio-cultural identities such as hijra, aravani, kinner and jogta. The requirement that a district screening 
committee must recommend the issue of a certificate to each transgender may be necessary to prevent misuse, but such a process goes 
against the principle of self-identification, a key right the Supreme Court had protected. The government has omitted the need to go 
through the same screening committee to get a revised certificate after a transgender has sex reassignment surgery, but the medical 
certification requirement remains. Transgender persons may question the need for such external gate-keeping. 

There are other legitimate concerns in the revised Bill, which will now go to the Rajya Sabha. One refers to the bar on forcible 
separation of transgender persons from their families, except through court orders. It has been revised to cover transgender children. 
Earlier it covered adults as well, but the committee had noted that it was within the family that many transgender persons faced 
harassment and abuse, and often felt driven to flee their homes. Another concern is that the Bill criminalises begging by making it an 
offence for someone to compel or entice a transgender person into seeking alms. When begging itself is no more seen as an offence, it 
may harm the community if such a means of livelihood – in the absence of employment – is criminalised. The Bill, unfortunately, 
does not give effect to the far-reaching directive of the Supreme Court to grant backward class reservation to the transgender 
community. Nor have the Standing Committee’s concerns about recognising civil rights in marriage, divorce and adoption among 
them been addressed. There is much good intention behind the welfare provisions, but social legislation is much more than high-
minded clauses. It needs to be followed up with zealous implementation and framing of deadlines to achieve specific objectives. 

 

MISUSING NSA: THE DETENTION OF A MANIPUR JOURNALIST 

The detention of a journalist in Manipur under the stringent National Security Act for a social media post is a clear instance of misuse 
of power and a blatant violation of his rights as a citizen. It indicates a dangerous trend among those wielding power to invoke laws 
aimed at preserving public order and security in a casual or vindictive manner, with utter disregard for constitutional provisions that 
uphold individual liberty. It is immaterial how scathing the Facebook post of Kishorechand Wangkhem was in its criticism of the 
Manipur Chief Minister and his party. Calling the Chief Minister a “puppet” can in no way be a reason to arrest him, as was done by 
the police in Imphal in November, on the charge of sedition. A magistrate granted him bail, noting that Mr. Wangkhem’s remarks 
were no more than an expression of opinion against the public conduct of a public figure, albeit in “street language”. However, in a 
sign that the regime of Chief Minister N. Biren Singh could not tolerate the journalist being set free, he was arrested again a couple of 
days later and detained under the NSA, which provides for detention for a year without bail to prevent someone from “acting in any 
manner prejudicial to the security of the state” or for “the maintenance of public order”. The NSA can be used only against those 
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advocating armed insurrection or violent disaffection. It is shocking that the statutory advisory board held there was “sufficient cause” 
for detention, when he posed no threat to public order or security. The State should revoke its vengeful detention order. 

The Manipur government confirmed his imprisonment for a year as soon as the detention order was cleared by the advisory board. It is 
questionable whether a person can be detained under the NSA for one year at a go, as its provisions say the detention can only be for 
three months at a time and up to one year in total. This position has also been confirmed by the Supreme Court. The NSA advisory 
board consists of three members who are, or have been, or are qualified to be high court judges. It is not expected to approve detention 
orders in a routine or mechanical manner. At a time when the Law Commission is revisiting Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code, 
which deals with sedition, and there is a demand for its repeal, it is disturbing that State governments continue to use it. It is even more 
deplorable that on failing to make the sedition charge stick, a government puts away the same person under the NSA. This is a fit case 
for judicial review, and the protests and the outrage against the incarceration of Mr. Wangkhem ought to result in a stinging 
indictment of the State government’s action. This will inhibit any future move to throttle free expression by misusing the law. 

 

CORRIDOR OF HOPE: ON THE KARTARPUR PROPOSAL 

The announcement by India and Pakistan of plans to operationalise a visa-free corridor between Dera Baba Nanak in Indian Punjab 
and Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan’s Punjab heeds a longstanding plea of Sikh pilgrims. That demand had gathered pace in 1995, when 
Pakistan renovated the Kartarpur gurdwara, situated on the site on the bank of the Ravi where the founder of Sikhism, Guru Nanak, 
spent his last 18 years. Leaders from both sides, including Prime Ministers Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Benazir Bhutto, had pushed for 
it. In their effort to facilitate travel by Sikhs to important shrines on both sides of the border, they were also alert to the potential of 
such a move to heal ties amongst their people, and promote dialogue between the two governments. Given its easy logistics, the 4-km-
long Kartarpur corridor is a low-hanging fruit as a meaningful confidence-building measure. The announcement now is particularly 
timely, with the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak falling in November 2019. The initiative can also become a template for cross-
border exchanges based on faith, which could provide a balm for many communities such as Kashmiri Pandits, who have long asked 
for access to visit the Sharda Peeth in the Neelum Valley in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir; Sufis in Pakistan who wish to visit the dargah 
of Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti in Ajmer, Rajasthan; and Sikhs in India and Pakistan wanting to visit important shrines on both sides of 
the border. 

Much will depend on how quickly India and Pakistan act on their commitment, once President Ram Nath Kovind lays the foundation 
stone at the corridor’s India end on November 26, and Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan does so at the other end on November 28. 
Even more will depend on how the two governments manage their relationship in a way that avoids making pilgrims a pawn in 
bilateral tensions. Recently, there was an ugly and unnecessary controversy when Pakistan Army Chief Qamar Javed Bajwa revived 
the Kartarpur proposal in a conversation with Navjot Singh Sidhu, a Minister in the Congress government in Punjab, at Mr. Khan’s 
swearing-in ceremony in August. This had set back bilateral ties, threatening progress on the project proposal. Going forward, it is 
important that issues related to the corridor are managed in a non-political manner and details left to diplomats and officials to sort out 
— for instance, the issue of Indian consular access to pilgrims, which flared up on Friday. Given the bilateral freeze, the Kartarpur 
project will compel India and Pakistan to engage in a positive and purposeful manner, at a time when few other avenues for 
engagement exist. It is a reminder that dialogue and search for areas of concord are the only way forward for both countries. 
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NATIONAL NEWS 
• All vehicles to come fitted with high security number 

plates from Apr 1: Road ministry 

 On December 28, 2018, the Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways, Nitin Gadkari, amended the Central Motor 
Vehicles Rules, 1989 to mandate fitting of high security 
registration plates (HSRP) for all vehicles from April 
1,2019.The official notification mandates that the high 
security registration plate including the third registration 
mark shall be supplied by the vehicle manufacturers along 
with the vehicles manufactured on or after April 1, 2019.The 
vehicle dealers can also provide the HSRP plates for old 
vehicles.The HSRP helps in keeping track of the vehicle, and 
makes it easier to trace a lost or stolen vehicle. 

• Cabinet approves changes to POCSO Act to protect all 
children under 12 

 The government on Friday approved amendments to the 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 
2012, to bring punishments for sexual assaults on boys on a 
par with those against girls. These include the provision of 
death penalty when the child is under 12 years and when a 
penetrative sexual assault is committed by a relative.  

 The amendments approved by the Union Cabinet will now 
have to be passed by Parliament. An official of the Ministry 
of Women and Child Development said the government 
intends to introduce the amendment Bill in the Rajya Sabha. 

• The book ‘Changing India’ written by former Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh was released 

 On December 19, 2018, the book ‘Changing India’ written 
by former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh was released. It 
is a set of 6 volumes having a compilation of speeches and 
writings detailing Mr Singh’s life as an economist as well as 
his 10-year period at the helm of the Congress-led United 

Progressive Alliance regime. The first volume is titled 
‘India’s Export Trends and the Prospects for Self-Sustained 
Growth’, The second volume ‘Thoughts on Trade and 
Development’. The third volume is dedicated to ‘The 
International Economic Order and the Quest for Equity in 
Development’. The fourth volume focuses on ‘Economic 
Reforms: 1991 and Beyond’, talking about India’s economic 
liberalisation, And the fifth volume, which is in two parts, 
deals with the prime ministerial years from 2004-2014.This 
final part of the book is titled ‘The Prime Minister Speaks’. 

 Dr. Manmohan Singh held various roles in his career. These 
include being: 

 • RBI Governor in 1982-85, 

 • Planning Commission Chief in 1985-87, 

 • Finance Minister in 1991-96, 

 • Prime Minister in 2004-2014. 

• Cong. leader Sajjan Kumar gets life term in anti-Sikh 
riots case 

 Thirty-four years after the mass killing of Sikhs in the 
aftermath of the assassination of then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, the Delhi High Court on Monday convicted 
Congress leader Sajjan Kumar for the murder of five Sikhs in 
the Raj Nagar area here and sent him to imprisonment for 
the rest of his natural life. It termed the killing of nearly 
3,350 Sikhs during November 1-4, 1984, in Delhi and the 
rest of the country. 

 A Bench of Justices S. Muralidhar and Vinod Goel 
overturned the April 2013 judgment of a trial court that 
acquitted Mr. Kumar. It said he was the leader of the mob 
and abetted the commission of crimes by his repeated 
exhortations. It asked him to surrender by December 31. 

CURRENT AFFAIRS DECEMBER 2018 
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“What happened in the aftermath of the assassination of Smt. 
Indira Gandhi was a carnage of unbelievable proportions, in 
which over 2,700 Sikhs were murdered in Delhi alone,” it 
said. As Justice Muralidhar recalled the atrocities, relatives 
of the victims broke down. 

 • Govt.’s draft rules to regulate social media echo SC 
orders 

  The draft rules proposed by the government to curb 
“unlawful content” on social media that make it mandatory 
for intermediaries to trace the “originator” of such content 
have drawn strong criticism from the Opposition. The latter 
contend that the state is expanding the scope for surveillance 
of citizens. 

 However, a close look at the draft Information Technology 
(Intermediaries Guidelines) Amendment Rules, 2018, shows 
that the proposed changes are largely in line with 
developments on this front in cases before the Supreme Court 
in recent months. 

 On December 6, a Supreme Court Bench, led by Justice 
Madan B. Lokur, mentioned online giants Google, YouTube, 
Facebook, Microsoft and WhatsApp and recorded that 
“everybody is agreed that child pornography, rape and 
gang-rape videos and objectionable material need to be 
stamped out.” 

• PM opens Bogibeel Bridge, India’s longest 

  Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday underlined the 
NDA government’s focus on improving connectivity in the 
northeastern region while inaugurating the 4.94 km Bogibeel 
Bridge, India’s longest rail-cum-road span, across the 
Brahmaputra. 

 The strategic bridge, which connects Dibrugarh district on 
the river’s south bank in Assam to Dhemaji district on the 
north bank, would not only improve the livelihoods of 
millions of people in Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. 

 The project was conceived by the Rail India Technical 
Economic Services in 1973, and the foundation stone was 
laid by former Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gowda in January 

1997. However, the actual work was initiated only in 2002 
by the NDA government, which was headed by Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee. 

  The 4.94 km structure was built at a cost of Rs. 5900 crores 
by Indian Railways. 

  It will reduce travel time from Assam to Arunachal Pradesh 
to four hours and will cut out the detour of over 170 km via 
Tinsukia. It will also cut down train travel between Delhi and 
Dibrugarh by three hours. 

• 17-day International Gita Mahotsav, 2018 concluded in 
Kurukshetra, Haryana 

 The 17-day long International Gita Mahotsav 2018 
concluded in Kurukshetra, Haryana. It commenced from 
December 7, 2018. 

 It celebrated to commemorate the birth of ‘Srimad Bhagwat 
Gita’, the sacred scripture that had its inception on the first 
day of the famous 18-day battle in the Mahabharata. 

 The event was organized by the following: 

 • Kurukshetra Development Board, 

 • Haryana Tourism, 

 • District Administration, 

 • North Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala 

 • Information and Public Relations Department, Haryana. 

  In this year’s edition, Mauritius was the partner country and 
Gujarat was the partner state. 

• Horlicks brand now in HUL hands 

 GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Healthcare Ltd. is merging with 
India’s biggest consumer goods company Hindustan 
Unilever Ltd. (HUL) in a deal worth 31,700 crore. 

 The transaction will see HUL’s parent Unilever gain control 
of popular health drink brand Horlicks while other brands 
from GSK CH, such as Boost, Maltova and Viva, will be a 
part of the merged entity in India. 

 GSK CH had acquired Maltova and Boost from Jagatjit 
Industries in 2000. 
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• India’s longest rail-road bridge  

 India’s longest rail-road bridge that took Rs 5,920 crore to 
build was born “small” on paper – a scribbled note in 
Parliament after a dramatic display of anger – 22 years ago. 

 The 4.94 km Bogibeel, the fourth bridge across river 
Brahmaputra to be inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday, was one of eight spans pursued in 1973 to 
ease the pressure on the 4,258-ft Saraighat Bridge on the 
western edge of Guwahati. The first push for the bridge was 
from a citizen’s forum in eastern Assam’s Dibrugarh. In 
June 1977, members of the forum submitted a memorandum 
to Prime Minister Morarji Desai demanding the construction 
of the bridge at Bogibeel, about 17 km downstream of the 
town. 

 But the bridge found no takers in New Delhi until it 
dramatically made its way into the Parliament less than two 
decades later. 

• Delhi government launched ‘One’ card for ease of 
commute on metro, buses 

 On December 4, 2018, Delhi government announced the 
launch of a common mobility card called ‘One’, with a 
tagline of ‘One Delhi One Ride’, for easy commute on public 
transport. 

  i. It was launched by Delhi Transport Minister Kailash 
Gahlot and Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) 
managing director Mangu Singh. 

 ii. This would enable access to Metro and bus services with a 
single card at a 10 per cent discount. 

 iii. Further provision of coverage of auto-rickshaws, taxis, 
RTVs and other modes of transport would be inducted under 
this card. 

 Physical features of the Card: 

 i. The ONE card has a background of cubic grid in bright 
shades of red and yellow. 

 ii. It also has a circular unit with sketches of Metro trains, 
DTC buses, auto rickshaws and Delhi’s monuments around 
it. 

 iii. The newly designed revamped card will now carry the 
logos of all three transport operators in the city – DMRC, 
DTC and the Delhi Government. 

 Delhi: 

 ♦ Chief Minister: Arvind Kejriwal 

 ♦ Deputy CM: Manish Sisodia. 

 ♦ Governor: Shri. Anil Baijal. 

 ♦ National Parks: National Zoological Park, Chilla National 
Park 

• Modi announces new award for national unity 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced the institution 
of a national unity award on the lines of the Padma awards, 
an official statement said on Sunday. The annual award 
would be given to any Indian who has contributed to 
national unity in any manner, the statement said, adding that 
the Prime Minister drew inspiration from Sardar Patel’s 
contribution towards the unification of the country. The 
announcement was made at the annual conference of DGPs 
and IGs of police. 

• President’s Rule imposed in Jammu and Kashmir after 
22 years under Article 92 of J&K constitution 

 On December 20, 2018, six months after the Governor’s rule 
in Jammu and Kashmir, President’s rule is set to be imposed 
on J&K, as per the union cabinet’s ruling and the governor’s 
(Satya Pal Singh) report, after a span of 22 years. 

 President’s rule was first imposed in the state in 1986, 
whereas the previous instance of President rule was in 1996, 
22 years ago. 

 i. Under Article 92 of the Jammu and Kashmir Constitution, 
the state will be under the governor’s rule for 6 months 
under political crisis situations. 
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 ii. The Governor has to dissolve the Legislative Assembly 

after six months after which it directly comes under 
President’s rule for another six months after which elections 
have to be held in the state. 

 iii. President’s rule can be extended by another six months. 

 iv. Also, no Presidential proclamation shall in any case 
remain in force for more than three years except for the 
intervention of Election Commission of India. 

 Background: 

 i. According to Indian Constitution, President’s Rule is the 
imposition of Article 356 of the India Constitution on a state 
which gets incapable of running the constitutional 
machinery. 

 ii. The Indian states have faced the President’s Rule a total 
of 124 times. 

 iii. Jammu and Kashmir state has a separate constitution. 

• Rs.100 commemorative coin on Vajpayee 

  Prime Minister Narendra Modi released a Rs.100 coin in 
memory of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on 
the eve of his 94th birth anniversary. Mr. Modi said 
Vajpayee spent most of his political life in the Opposition but 
always thought of the country. “Today’s landscape is such 
that if someone is out of power even for two or five years, he 
or she becomes restless,” 

• Tuhin becomes first Indian to scale Sahayadri mountain 
range 

 On 3rd December, 2018 Tuhin Satarkar, became the first 
Indian to climb three routes in the treacherous Sahayadri 
mountain range in 12 days, from November 16 to 28. 

 Key points: 

 i. The pune based bouldering(rock climbing) sensation 
climbed- Dhodap, Jivdhan and Naneghat, three famous 
peaks which are known to have been ascended by Chatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj and his Marathi Malvas. 

 ii. Both the parents ofthe Red Bull athlete Tuhin were also 
climbers. 

 iii. Tuhin took to the vertical sport at the age of eight and has 
been pushing boundaries ever since. 

 About Sahyadri Mountains: 

 Sahyadri is a mountain range of Western Ghats, which is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site and is one of the eight 
“hottest hot-spots” of biological diversity in the world. 

•  ‘Muslim women may go to Haj without Mehram’ 

 A large number of Muslim women may to go to Haj without 
‘Mehram’ (male companion) next year, Minority Affairs 
Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said on Sunday. He explained 
that the Haj Committee has received more than 2,23,000 
applications for 2019, including 47 % women.  

• Himachal, Kerala and T.N. top development index 

 Aim is to instil competition among States to improve 
performance: NITI Aayog 

 Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu have been 
ranked highest in terms of being on track to achieve the 
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), 
according to a first-of-its-kind index released by NITI Aayog 
on Friday. The index comprises a composite score for each 
State and Union Territory based on their aggregate 
performance across 13 of the 17 SDGs. The score, ranging 
between 0 and 100, denotes the average performance of the 
State/UT towards achieving the 13 SDGs and their 
respective targets. The average Indian score was 57. 

 “Among the States, Kerala and Himachal Pradesh are the 
front runners, with an SDG India Index score of 69. Among 
the UTs, Chandigarh is the front runner with a score of 68.” 

 Tamil Nadu has a score 66, and is the top scorer on the 
goals to do with eradicating poverty and also providing 
clean and affordable energy. 

• Navy Day 2018 – December 04 

 On 4th December 2018, India celebrated its 47th Navy Day. 
The day is celebrated in honour of the maritime force’s role 
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during the war with Pakistan in 1971 when Indian warships 
attacked Karachi port. 

 Key points 

 i. It was on this day in 1971 that Indian Navy left its shores 
for the very first time to successfully attack 
Pakistan.Operation Trident, the codename for the naval 
attack on Karachi, is considered one of the most successful 
operations in the post-World War II era. 

 ii. The Maratha Emperor, “Chhatrapati Shivaji Bhosle” is 
considered as ‘Father of the Indian Navy’. 

 iii. The Navy showcased an impressive show of skill amid a 
sea of colours at the Gateway of India in Mumbai. 

 About Indian Navy 

 Chief of Indian Navy: Admiral Sunil Lamba 

• World Soil Day: 5 December 

 World Soil Day is celebrated annually on 5th of December 
every year. It is celebrated at the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the regional 
offices and through national and local events. World Soil 
Day 2018 aims to raise awareness and call people to Stop 
Soil Pollution. 

 Key points 

 i. The International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS), in 2002, 
adopted a resolution proposing the 5th of December as 
World Soil Day to celebrate the importance of soil as a 
critical component of the natural system and as a vital 
contributor to human well-being. 

 ii. Under the leadership of the Kingdom of Thailand and 
within the framework of the “Global Soil Partnership“, FAO 
has supported the formal establishment of World Soil Day as 
a global awareness raising platform. 

 About Food and Agriculture Organization 

 ♦ Headquarter: Rome, Italy 

 ♦ Head: Jose Graziano da Silva 

• Shi Yomi became 23rd district of Arunachal Pradesh 

 On December 9, 2018, Arunachal Pradesh got Shi Yomi as 
its 23rd district after its inauguration by Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu in presence of Union Minister of State for 
Home Kiren Rijiju. 

 i. The district,consisting of four circles — Mechuka, Pidi, 
Tato and Monigong — was carved out of West Siang district. 

 ii. This including two other districts- Pakke-Kesang, Lepa 
Rada– was created after the approval of District Re-
Organisation Bill, 2018 on August 29, 2018. 

 iii. The Pakke-Kessang district was carved out of East 
Kameng district with five administrative units namely Pakke-
Kessang, Seijosa, Pijiriang, Passa Valley and Dissing Passo 
with district headquarters at Lemmi. 

 iv. Lepa Rada was created by bifurcating the Lower Siang 
district with headquarters at Basar with four administrative 
units – Tirbin, Basar, Daring and Sago. 

• Lepa Rada becomes 24th district of Arunachal Pradesh 

 On 11th December 2018, Arunachal Pradesh gets its 24th 
district – Lepa Rada,a day after Shi Yomi became a new 
district. 

 i. Lepa Rada is carved out of the Lower Siang district, 
comprising four administrative circles – Tirbin, Dari, Sago 
and Basar. 

 ii. Basar will be headquarters of Lepa Rada. 

 iii. The state assembly on 29th August 2018 had passed a bill 
for creation of three new districts – Pakke-Kesang, Lepa 
Rada and Shi Yomi – in the state. 

• UNICEF Day 2018 – 11 December 2018 

 On 11th December 2018, UNICEF (United Nations 
International Children Emergency Fund) Headquartered in 
New York celebrated its 71st foundation day. On 11 
December 1946, UNICEF was created by United Nations 
General Assembly to provide long-standing charitable and 
developmental support to children and mothers in evolving 
countries. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

• Nawaz Sharif gets jail for 7 years in corruption case 

 Judge disqualifies Pak. ex-Prime Minister from holding 
public office for 10 years 

  An anti-corruption court in Pakistan on Monday sentenced 
ousted premier Nawaz Sharif to seven years in jail in the Al-
Azizia Steel Mills graft case but acquitted him in the 
Flagship Investments case. The verdict concludes a series of 
three court cases against the Sharif family in the high-
profile Panama Papers case. Mr. Sharif was also 
disqualified from holding any public office for 10 years. The 
disqualification will come into effect after he serves the 
seven-year sentence. 

 Three cases — the Avenfield properties case, Flagship 
investment case and Al-Azizia Steel Mills case — were 
launched against the Sharif family by the National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) on September 8, 2017 
following a judgment by the Supreme Court that 
disqualified Mr. Sharif in the Panama Papers case in July 
last year. Accountability Court II Judge Muhammad Arshad 
Malik announced the short verdict after reserving the 
decision on December 19. 

• Burundi names Gitega as new capital 

 On Dec.22 2018, Burundi confirmed the small central city 
of Gitega the country’s new political capital. The previous 
capital Bujumbura, on the north-eastern shore of Lake 
Tanganyika, became a country‘s economic capital. 

• Qatar to quit OPEC FROM JAN 2019 

 Qatar will leave the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) next month in order to focus 
on gas production, the Gulf state’s new Energy Minister 
Saad al-Kaabi announced. It has been a member of OPEC 
since 1961, and the decision to pull out after all these 
decades comes at a turbulent time in Gulf politics, with 
Doha under a boycott by former neighbouring allies, 
including Saudi Arabia, for 18 months. “Qatar has decided 
to withdraw its membership from OPEC effective January 

2019 and this decision was communicated to OPEC this 
morning,” he said at a press meet. 

• PM Modi most followed world leader on Instagram 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has emerged as the most 
popular global leader on social media platform Instagram 
with 14.8 million followers. According to a list published by 
online platform twiplomacy, Mr Modi is closely followed by 
Indonesian President Joko Widodo with 12.2 million 
followers. 

• Maldives applies to rejoin Commonwealth 

 The Maldives has applied to rejoin the Commonwealth, 
reversing a policy of isolation under Abdulla Yameen. 
President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, wrote to the bloc on 
Friday seeking readmission two years after Mr. Yameen 
pulled the nation out of it. 

• UAE reopens embassy in Syria 

 The United Arab Emirates reopened its embassy in on 
Thursday, marking a big diplomatic boost for President 
Bashar al-Assad from a U.S.-allied Arab state that once 
backed rebels fighting him. The UAE said the move aimed 
to curb risks of regional interference in “Arab, Syrian 
affairs” — an apparent reference to non-Arab Iran, whose 
support for Mr. Assad has been critical to his war effort. 

 The UAE flag was raised at the embassy, shut since the 
early months of the conflict nearly eight years ago. The 
UAE Foreign Ministry said its charge d’affaires assumed 
his duties on Thursday. 

• American adventurer finishes solo trek across 
Antarctica 

 An American adventurer Colin O’Brady, 33, took 54 days to 
complete the nearly 1,600 km journey, crossing the frozen 
continent from coast to coast has become the first person to 
complete a solo trek across Antarctica 1,600 km journey 
without assistance of any kind. 
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• Courage was his middle name - Gautam Gambhir 

   

 It was a decision left to Gautam Gambhir. When and how to 

bow out of cricket? He chose to leave on his terms, just as 

he played the game, making his decisions, good or bad. The 

Delhi-Andhra Ranji Trophy match will mark the conclusion 

of a glorious chapter in Indian cricket when the dashing 

opener plays his final First-Class innings. 

 “The most difficult decisions are often taken with the 

heaviest of hearts. And with one heavy heart, I’ve decided to 

make an announcement that I’ve dreaded all my life,” 

Gambhir said of his retirement from all forms of the game. 

 The left-hander played two huge knocks — in the 2007 

World T20 final and the 2011 World Cup. 

 His marathon innings of 136 against New Zealand at 

Napier in 2009, which lasted nearly 13 hours, was an effort 

that will be remembered forever. 

• Bangladesh lifts Smith’s T20 tournament ban 

 Bangladesh cricket officials lifted a ban on Steve Smith 

playing in the forthcoming T20 Bangladesh Premier 

League. The ruling means Smith is free to play for Comilla 

Victorians in the next edition starting on Jan. 5, 2019 

• Delhi Daredevils renamed as Delhi Capitals ahead of 

2019 IPL season 

 On 4th December 2018, Indian Premier League (IPL) 

franchise Delhi Daredevils were renamed as Delhi Capitals 

and the announcement was made in a function in the capital 

held by owners GMR Group and JSW Sports. 

  

 Key points: 

 i. Co-owners Parth Jindal, representing JSW Sport, and 

Kiran Kumar Grandhi of GMR, unveiled its new identity 

including a new name and a logo. 

 ii. The logo has been inspired by the design of Parliament 

House  and the idea of three tigers inscribed in the logo is 

derived from the Ashok Chakra. 

 iii. Earlier, Mohammed Kaif was named as the team’s 

assistant coach while Ricky Ponting continues to be the 

head coach of the team. 

• Eliud Kipchoge and Caterine Ibarguen named IAAF 

athletes of the year 

 On 4th December 2018, Kenya’s Marathon world record 

holder Eliud Kipchoge and Colombian jumper Caterine 

Ibarguen was awarded with Male and Female World athlete 

of the year for the first time at the International Association 

of Athletics Federations (IAAF) Athletics Awards 2018 held 

at the Grimaldi Forum in Monaco. 

 Key Points 

 i. Olympic Champion Kipchoge shattered the world 

marathon record by 78 seconds whereas Ibarguen was 

Diamond leage champion in both long jumps and triple 

jump. 

 ii. Eliud Kipchoge also won the London Marathon 2018. 
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 iii. Sweden’s Vaulter Armand Duplantis and American 

Sydney Mclaughlin won the Men’s and Women’s Rising star 

awards respectively. 

 International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) 

 ♦ Headquarters: Monaco 

 ♦ President: Sebastian Coe 

• Yasir Shah becomes fastest bowler to take 200 Test 

wickets 

 Breaking an 82-year-old record, Pakistan leg-spinner Yasir 

Shah became the fastest bowler in the world to reach the 

milestone of scalping 200 Test wickets. Earlier, the record 

was held by former Australian leg-spinner Clarrie Grimmett 

who had scalped 200 wickets in 36 Tests. Shah, on the flip 

side, did the same in just 33 Test matches. 

• Lewis Hamilton awarded Drivers’ Driver of the Year 

 On December 22, 2018, Lewis Hamilton was awarded 

Drivers’ Driver of the Year after claiming the 5th World 

Drivers’ Championship. After this he became the 3rd man in 

history to secure the 5th world title. This was a part of vote 

given by the F1 management for the first time among 17 of 

the 20 drivers participating in the event. He was followed by 

Max Verstappen in the second place, Fernando Alonso in 

the third place. The top 5 was closed off by Sebastian Vettel 

(4th) and Daniel Ricciardo in the 5th place. 

• Kabaddi World Cup Winning Captain Anup Kumar 

announced retirement 

 On December 19, 2018, Kabaddi World Cup Winning 

Captain Anup Kumar announces retirement from the game. 

• WV Raman appointed India women’s cricket team 

coach 

 On Dec.20 2018 Former India opener WV Raman has been 

appointed the new coach of the Indian women’s cricket 

team. He played 11 Tests and 27 ODIs. 

 W.V. Raman, the former India opening batsman who is at 

present a key member of the BCCI’s player-development 

programme, has been announced as the Indian women’s 

cricket team head coach despite the two CoA members 

continuing to be at loggerheads over the process adopted 

for the appointment. 

 “The ad-hoc committee decided on the following three 

names in the order of preference: 1) Gary Kirsten, 2) WV 

Raman, 3) Venkatesh Prasad. However, Mr. Kirsten was 

unable to take up this assignment due to his ongoing 

contract with an Indian Premier League franchise, which 

would have entailed Conflict of Interest as per the BCCI 

constitution. 

• A golden finish for Sindhu 

 Indian ace takes out Okuhara in straight games for the 

year’s first triumph Crossing the hurdle P.V. Sindhu won 

the BWF World Tour Finals badminton crown in 

Guangzhou in China on Sunday, defeating Nozomi Okuhara 

of Japan 21- 19, 21-17 in the summit clash. She is the first 

Indian to achieve the feat. 
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BANKING AND ECONOMY 

• ‘Welspun India is eyeing $2 billion in revenue by 2022’ 

 Welspun India Ltd., one of the world’s biggest home 

textiles company, is now turning its focus to the domestic 

market to achieve higher growth. In an interview, Dipali 

Goenka,CEO and joint managing director, said the 

company would be debt-free by 2022, while achieving 

revenues of $2 billion. 

• Infosys opens innovation hub at Hartford 

 Infosys said it had opened a technology and innovation hub 

in Hartford, in Connecticut, and has hired more than 7,000 

American workers in the last 18 months. The Hartford hub 

will help Infosys work more closely with its clients in the 

region and serve as the global hub for Infosys’ InsurTech 

and HealthTech efforts, the Bengaluru-based company 

said. 

• Fiscal deficit touches 115% of target 

 India’s fiscal deficit touched 114.8% of the full-year target 

of Rs.6.24 lakh crore at the end of November on account of 

lower revenue collection, showed government data. The 

fiscal deficit stood at Rs.7.16 lakh crore during April-

November of the current financial year. 

 At the end of November 2017, the deficit was 112%of the 

Budget Estimate (BE). The government has budgeted to cut 

the fiscal deficit to 3.3% of GDP in 2018-19, from 3.53% 

in the previous financial year. 

 According to Controller General of Accounts data, total 

revenue receipts of the government totalled Rs. 8.7 lakh 

crore in 2018-19 till November. The total expenditure of 

the government at November-end was Rs.16.13 lakh crore 

or 66.1% of BE. 

• Fiscal deficit 

 Definition: The difference between total revenue and total 

expenditure of the government is termed as fiscal deficit. It 

is an indication of the total borrowings needed by the 

government. While calculating the total revenue, 

borrowings are not included.  

• Tough times for private banks 

 For high street private sector bankes ICICI, Axis, Kotak, 

Bandhan and Yes bank ,2018 was a year they will want to 

forget quickly. For the first time perhaps, they are under 

the public glare for the wrong reasons. 

 It started with the bad loan problem of the public sector 

banks having a spillover effect in terms of public 

perception on private sector banks. However, the image of 

private banks among investors and the public took a real 

hit over the course.  
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PERSON IN NEWS 

 

AWARDS & HONORS 
• Pakistan activist Asma Jahangir honoured with top UN 

human rights award 

    
 On 18th December 2018, the top United Nations human 

rights prize, which was posthumously awarded to Pakistan’s 
iconic human rights activist and lawyer Asma Jahangir, was 
received by her daughter, Munizae, at an impressive 
ceremony in the General Assembly hall of United Nations. 
The award and a plaque were handed over to Munizae 
Jahangir, a journalist and human rights activist herself, by 
the President of the General Assembly, Maria Fernanda 
Espinosa. 

• Novelist Amitav Ghosh wins Jnanpith Award 

 Eminent novelist Amitav Ghosh has been chosen for this 
year’s Jnanpith Award, the Bharatiya Jnanpith announced 
on Friday. 

 The award is given to an author for “outstanding 
contribution towards literature”. 

 “Amitav Ghosh is a path-breaking novelist,” the Bharatiya 
Jnanpith said in a statement. “In his novels, Ghosh treads 
through historical settings to the modern era and weaves a 
space where the past connects with the present in relevant 
ways. His fiction is endowed with extraordinary depth and 
substance through his academic training as a historian and 
a social anthropologist,” the literary organisation said. 

 About Jnanpith Award  

 Jnanpith award was instituted in 1961. Via this award, the 
Bhartiya Jnanpith recognises Indian litterateurs who write 
in one of t he 22 Indian languages listed in the Schedule 
Eight of the Indian Constitution. The winners receive a cash 
prize a citation and a bronze replica of Goddess Saraswati. 
Famour Malyalam writer G.S. Kurup was first winner of 
Jnanpith award. 

 

• Wipro Chairman Azim Premji conferred with highest 
French Civilian Honour 

 Chairman of IT major Wipro and philanthropist Azim 
Premji was bestowed with highest French civilian 
distinction Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur (Knight of the 
Legion of Honour). He was awarded for his outstanding 
contribution to developing information technology industry 
in India, his economic outreach in France and his 
contribution to society as philanthropist through the Azim 
Premji Foundation and Azim Premji University. 

• Eminent Sitar Player Manju Mehta conferred Tansen 
Samman, 2018 

 The Madhya Pradesh Government has conferred the annual 
Tansen Samman  upon eminent Sitar Player Manju Mehta 
for her contribution in the field of Hindustani Classical 
Music. The award was presented by Union Minister 
Narendra Singh Tomar on inaugural function of Tansen 
Music Festival in GwalioR.   

• Mohammed Rafi Awards conferred 

 Mohammed Rafi Award instituted by the NGO Spandan Arts 
was bestowed upon late music composer Laxmikant 
Shantaram Kudalkar and playback singer Usha Timothy.  

 The Mohammed Rafi Lifetime Achievement Award 
consisting of Rs 1 lakh and a trophy was conferred to 
Laxmikant Shantaram Kudalkar. The Mohammed Rafi 
consisting of Rs 51,000 and a trophy was conferred to Usha 
Timothy. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
• SWIFT India appointed former SBI chief Arundhati 

Bhattacharya as board chairman 

 On December 10, 2018, Society for Worldwide Interbank 
Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT) India appointed 
former SBI chief Arundhati Bhattacharya as the new 
Chairman of its board. 

 i. She will succeed former banker M. V. Nair who will step 
down after the completion of his 5-year tenure. 

 ii. Earlier in October 2018, Arundhati Bhattacharya was 
designated as an independent additional director on the 
board of Mukesh Ambani-controlled Reliance Industries 
Ltd. 
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 iii. She also had been elected as an advisor in the private 

equity firm ChrysCapital Advisors. 

 About SWIFT India: 

 ♦ SWIFT India is a joint venture of top Indian public and 
private sector banks and SWIFT (Society for Worldwide 
Interbank Financial Telecommunication). 

 ♦ CEO: Kiran Shetty. 

• Patrick Shanahan to replace James Mattis as US 
Defence Secretary 

 Patrick Shanahan will be taking over as the acting US 
Defence Secretary from January 1, 2019, replacing James 
Mattis, who announced his resignation recently. The 
announcement was made by US President Donald Trump 
through a tweet. 

• Bhupesh Baghel sworn in as Chief Minister of 
Chhattisgarh 

 Baghel was named for the post after four days of 
discussions with legislators and Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi and AICC observer Mallikarjun Kharge. Baghel 
had staked claim to form the government in the state after 
his election as leader of the Congress Legislature Party. 

• Kamal Nath takes oath as Chief Minister of Madhya 
Pradesh 

 Senior Congress leader Kamal Nath was sworn in as the 
18th Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh on December 17, 
2018. The swearing-in ceremony took place at the Lal 
Parade Ground in Bhopal, capital city of Madhya Pradesh. 

 Ashok Gehlot takes oath as Chief Minister of Rajasthan; 
Sachin Pilot as Deputy CM 

 The Indian National Congress (INC) emerged as the single 
largest party in Rajasthan, winning 99 seats on its own and 
one more with RLD in the 2018 Rajasthan Assembly 
Elections. 

• Brijendra Pal Singh nominated as President of FTII 

 The Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting on 
December 13, 2018 nominated 'CID' Director-producer 
Brijendra Pal Singh as the new President of Film and 
Television Institute of India (FTII) and as the Chairman of 
FTII Governing Council. 

 The nomination was made by the Ministry under Rule 3 and 
Rule 22 of the Rules of the FTII. Singh is at present the Vice 
Chairman of the FTII Governing Council. 

  Once appointed, Singh’s tenure will be for the remaining 
period of 3 years block starting from March 4, 2017 as per 
the provisions of Rule 6(1) of the Rules of FTII, Pune. 

 Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) 

 • Established in 1960, FTII is considered as a premier 
institute for training in Cinema and Television.  

 • It is an autonomous institute under the Union Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting and is aided by the Central 
Government.  

 • It is situated on the premises of the erstwhile Prabhat Film 
Company in Pune.  

 • FTII is a member of the International Liaison Centre of 
Schools of Cinema and Television (CILECT), an 
organisation of the world's leading schools of film and 
television  

 • It has been accorded the status of Institute of National 
Importance by the Union Government.  

 • It boasts of notable alumni such as Naseeruddin Shah, 
Shabana Azmi, Om Puri, Jaya Bachchan, among others. 

• Chandrasekhar Rao sworn in as Telangana CM 

 The President of Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS), K 
Chandrasekhar Rao, who led his party to a massive win in 
the Telangana Legislative Assembly Elections 2018, was 
sworn-in as the Chief Minister of the state for a second 
straight term on December 13, 2018. 

 Kalvakuntla Chandrashekar Rao, better known as KCR is 
the first Chief Minister of Telangana, a new state that was 
carved out of Andhra Pradesh in 2014.  

 • Rao is the leader and founder of the Telangana Rashtra 
Samithi, a regional party formed in April 2001, which led 
the main campaign for the creation of a separate Telangana 
state. 

 • He has earlier served as the Member of the Legislative 
Assembly (Andhra Pradesh) from Siddipet and also as the 
Member of Parliament from Mahbubnagar, Karimnagar 
and Medak. 

 • He took oath as the first Chief Minister of the new state of 
Telangana on June 2, 2014. 

 • He went for early elections in 2018, when his cabinet 
recommended dissolving the legislative lower house, six 
months before the completion of his term. 
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 • Both in 2014 and 2018, he contested and won from the 

Gajwel constituency of Siddipet District in Telangana. 

• Pranab K Das is new CBIC chairman 

 On 17th December 2018, the Appointments Committee of 
the Cabinet had approved the appointment of Pranab 
Kumar Das as the new Chairman of Central Board of 
Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) from January 1, 2019. 
Das, who is currently a Special Secretary and Member 
(Customs) at CBIC, will succeed S. Ramesh, who 
superannuates on December 31. Pranab Kumar Das is a 
1983 batch IRS Officer of Customs & Central Excise Cadre 
and was appointed as Member in the Central Board of 
Excise & Customs (CBEC) in 2017. The CBIC is headed by 
the Chairman and consists of six members, who overlook 
various areas such as customs, central excise, service tax, 
Goods and Services Tax (GST), administration and budget, 
among other. 

 About Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs 
(CBIC): 

 ♦ Incumbent Chairperson: S. Ramesh 

 ♦ Headquarters:  New Delhi 

• Congress Chief Ministers take oath in three States 

 Congress Chief Ministers took oath in Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh on Monday.  Veteran leader 
Ashok Gehlot was sworn in as the Chief Minister of 
Rajasthan, while Congress State president Sachin Pilot took 
oath as a Cabinet Minister. 

 Bhupesh Baghel was sworn in as Chief Minister of 
Chhattisgarh. 

 Kamal Nath was sworn in as Chief Minister of Madhya 
Pradesh. 

• Chagari Praveen Kumar appointed as Chief Justice of 
new Andhra HC 

 He will become acting Chief Justice of AP High Court, with 
effect from Jan 1, 2019. Earlier, the Union Law Ministry 
issued an order signed by President Ram Nath Kovind, 
which said Andhra Pradesh will have its own High Court at 
its capital Amaravati and the Hyderabad High Court shall 
become High Court for Telangana. 

• P V Bharathi appointed Corporation Bank MD & CEO 

 She will take over the charge on or after February 1, 2019 
and remain in the post till March 31, 2020. Prior to this 
elevation, Bharathi was an Executive Director at Canara 

Bank. Meanwhile, the Centre has also approved the 
appointment of K Ramachandran as Executive Director of 
Allahabad Bank. Balakrishna Alse has now been appointed 
as Executive Director of Oriental Bank of Commerce 
(OBC). 

• Harsh Vardhan Shringla appointed new Indian 
Ambassador to US 

 Shringla, a 1984-batch Indian Foreign Service (IFS) 
diplomat will succeed Navtej Sarna. At present, Shringla is 
serving as Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh. 
Senior diplomat Riva Ganguly Das, presently Director 
General of Indian Council for Cultural Relations, has been 
appointed as new High Commissioner to Bangladesh. 

• Advocate Madhavi Divan appointed Additional Solicitor 
General in Supreme Court 

 With her appointment, Divan becomes only the third woman 
to become an ASG (Additional Solicitor General) in the 
Supreme Court. The Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet has approved the appointment and Divan will hold 
office till June 30, 2020. Senior advocate Indira Jaising was 
the first woman to be appointed as the ASG, while the 
second one was Pinky Anand, who still holds the post. 

• Sunil Arora took charge as new Chief Election 
Commissioner 

 Sunil Arora, the senior-most election commissioner, on Dec 
2 took charge as the 23rd Chief Election Commissioner, 
succeeding OP Rawat who demitted office on December 1. 
Besides the Parliamentary polls, the 2019 assembly 
elections in Jammu and Kashmir, Odisha, Maharashtra, 
Haryana, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim 
will be held during his tenure. He will be in office till 
October 2021. 

 

RESIGNATION  
• Axis Capital CEO Dharmesh Mehta stepped down; Salil 

Pitale and Chirag Negandhi appointed as joint MD and 
co-CEO 

 On December 4, 2018, MD & CEO of Axis Capital, Mr. 
Dharmesh Mehta stepped down. 

 i. The bank had also elevated Salil Pitale and Chirag 
Negandhi as Joint Managing Directors and Co-Chief 
Executive Officer. 

 ii. Both are currently Co-Head of Investment Banking at 
Axis Capital since 2016. 
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 iii. Pitale has been with Axis Capital and Axis Bank since 

1999, while, Negandhi has been associated with Axis 
Capital since 2 

• Myntra CEO Ananth Narayanan Quits 

 On 10th December 2018, Ananth Narayanan Chief 
Executing Officer (CEO) of online Fashion Retailer Myntra 
which is a unit of Walmart Owned Flipkart has resigned 
from his post. 

 The Flipkart Executive, Amar Nagaram will head Myntra 
after the resignation of Ananth Narayanan. 

• Belgium Prime Minister Charles Michel resigns 

 He has resigned amid pressure on his government over his 
support for the UN global pact on migration. Michel, 42, 
took office in October 2014 after forming a right-wing 
coalition, becoming at 38 the country's youngest prime 
minister since 1841. 

• Urjit Patel resigns as RBI Governor: How Indian 
Economy fared under Urjit Patel? 

 With his resignation, Patel became the first RBI governor 
since 1990 to resign before the completion of the term. 
Patel’s three-year term was scheduled to end in September 
2019. 

 

OBITUARIES  
• Veteran filmmaker Mrinal Sen dead 

 Mrinal Sen, one of the towering figures of Indian cinema, 
passed away on Sunday at his south residence. He was 
suffering from ailments related to old age. He was 95. The 
last of the triumvirate of legendary filmmakers that included 
Satyajit Ray and Ritwick Ghatak, Sen received various 
national and international awards, including the Dada 
Saheb Phalke Award in 2003. 

 Legendary actor Soumitra Chatterjee, who worked in four 
of his films, described Sen’s death as the “fall of a titan”, 
and said he was the last of the directors to usher in the 
golden era in Bengali cinema. 

• Peace advocate and writer Amos Oz is dead 

 Renowned Israeli writer Amos Oz, a passionate peace 
advocate whose stirring memoir A Tale of Love and 
Darkness became a worldwide bestseller, died on Friday 
aged 79, While Oz’s writing is widely acclaimed, he is 
perhaps equally known as one of the earliest and most 

forceful critics of Israel’s occupation of Palestinian lands 
captured in the Six-Day War of 1967. In recent years, Oz 
spoke out against the policies of Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, shunning official Israeli functions abroad in 
protest at what he called the “growing extremism” of his 
country’s government. 

• Bengali poet Nirendranath Chakraborty dead 

 On 25th December 2018, famous Bengali poet Nirendranath 
Chakraborty died following a cardiac arrest in Kolkata, 
Wet Bengal at the age of 94. 

 i. He was born in 1924 and His first book of poems ‘Nil 
Nirjone’ was published in 1954. 

 ii. He won the Sahitya Akademi award in 1974 for his poem 
‘Ulanga Raja’ (naked king). 

 iii. He was also a recipient of ‘Ananda Purashkar’ and was 
the president of Paschimbango Bangla Akademi. He was 
also conferred with the Bangobibhusan honour in 2017 by 
West Bengal government. 

• K.P. Aravanan, Tamil scholar, dead 

 Tamil scholar and former Vice-Chancellor of 
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, K.P. Aravanan, who 
pioneered a sociological and anthropological approach to 
Tamil studies, died in Chennai on Sunday. He was 77. 

• Writer Prapanchan passes away 

 Prapanchan, 73, whose novels Vaanam Vasappadum and 
Maanudam Vellum captured the colonial history of 
Puducherry, died in the Union Territory on Friday. 

• Renowned yoga exponent passes away 

 Geeta S. Iyengar, the eldest daughter of legendary yoga 
guru B.K.S. Iyengar and a noted yoga exponent in her own 
right, passed away at her residence on Sunday, aged 74. 

 The cause of death was myocardial infarction,Her sudden 
death comes two days after the birth centenary celebrations 
of ‘Yogacharya’ Iyengar held at the city’s Balewadi Sports 
Complex. 

 Described as the world’s “leading female yoga exponent” 
and a “pioneer” who blazed a trail for women in yoga, she 
had carved out a niche for herself by adapting yogic 
principles for women. Her book, Yoga: A Gem For Women, 
became the primer for women across the world and was 
translated into half-a-dozen European languages.  
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LIST OF REPORTS PUBLISHED BY DIFFERENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Name of Reports Published by 

1. World Economic Outlook International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

2. Global Financial Stability Report International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

3. Ease of Doing Business  World Bank  

4. World Development Report  World Bank 

5. Global Economic Prospects World Bank 

6. Financial Stability Report Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

7. Monetary Policy (India) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

8. Handbook of Statistics on Indian Economy Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

9. Quarterly Statistics on Deposits & Credit of Scheduled Commercial 
Banks in India 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

10. Report on Trend and Progress of Banking in India Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

11. Asian Development Outlook Asian Development bank 

12. Inclusive growth & Development Report World Economic Forum 

13. Engaging Tomorrow Consumer Report World Economic Forum 

14. Environmental Performance Index World Economic Forum 

15. Global Competitive Index World Economic Forum 

16. Global Energy Architecture Performance Index Report World Economic Forum 

17. Global Gender Gap Report World Economic Forum 

18. Global Information Technology Report World Economic Forum 

19. Human Capital Report World Economic Forum 

20. Inclusive growth & Development report World Economic Forum 

21. Outlook on Global Agenda World Economic Forum 

22. The Global Risk Report World Economic Forum 

23. Human Development Index United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

24. Sustainable development Goals United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

25. Gender Inequality Index United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

26. Global Hunger Index International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) 

27. Global Innovation Index  INSEAD 

28. World Economic Situation and Prospects United Nations Organizations (UN) 

29. Economic Freedom Index The Heritage Foundation 

30. World Happiness Report Sustainable Development Solution Network (SDSN) 
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100 ONE LINERS BANKING 
1. RBI introduced a new framework called,  Prompt 

Corrective Action (PCA) to regulate bank’s – NPA 

2. The PCA framework all the banks operating in India 
except – Regional Rural Banks 

3.  The PCA framework for banks was started in – 2002 

4. The first bank came under PCA framework is – IDBI 

5.  Till now how many banks came under PCA framework –3 

6. Under Prompt Corrective Action (PCA), the banks will be 
monitored on —–parameter. – Capital, Asset Quality and 
Profitability parameters. 

7. The loan is considered to be a Non Performing Assets once 
the borrower fails to make interest or principal payments 
for – 90 days 

8. RBI has put some trigger points to assess, monitor, control 
and take corrective actions on banks which are weak and 
troubled. The following one is not among them. – Capital 
Adequacy Ratio (CAR) 

9. The total value of Non Performing Assets surged to – Rs 
614,872 cr 

10. Indian Overseas Bank’s gross NPA ratio is – 22.42% 

11. United Bank of India gross NPA ratio is – 15.98% 

12. The bank will be closed or merged with other banks if the 
capital ratio falls below – 3.625% 

13. In which year National Payment Corporation of India 
(NPCI) was established – 2008 

14. NPCI comes under which Act – Companies Act 2013 

15. National Payment Corporation of India has ————– 
core promoter companies. – 10 

16. Who is CEO& MD of National Payment Corporation of 
India – A. P. Hota 

17. The paid up capital of NPCI is increased from 100Cr to – 
137 Cr 

18. The authorized Capital of NPCI is – 300 cr 

19. The Headquarters of  National Payments Corporation of 
India is – Mumbai 

20. List out the NPCI Products – NFS, BHIM, UPI, IMPS, 
NACH, AEPS, RuPAY, BBPS and CTS 

 

21. NPCI introduced Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) in – 
30th December 2016 

22. What does S stands for in AEPS – System 

23. What details does the customer need for an AEPS 
transaction – Aadhaar Number, Biometric and IIN 

24. Institution Identification Number has ——— digits – 6 

25. Which banking services can the customer avail usingAEPS 
– Cash Withdrawal, Cash Deposit,  Balance Enquiry,  
Fund Transfer 

26. What does B stands for in APB – Bridge 

27. —————- launched India’s first RuPay ATM & Micro 
ATM Card with Aadhaar Number – Bank of India 

28. Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) App supports —— 
languages – 12 

29. Bharat Interface for Money app developed by NPCI based 
on – UPI 

30. In BHIM app for a single transaction, the maximum limit 
is Rs – 10,000 

31. In BHIM app, daily transaction limit would not exceed Rs 
– 20,000 

32. Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) facility is provided by 
– NPCI 

33. What does second M stands for in MMID – Money 

34. Mobile Money Identifier (MMID) is a — digit number –7 

35. UPI – PIN has maximum ——– number of digits – 6 

36. UPI uses ———–, which uniquely identifies a respective 
bank account – Virtual Payment Address 

37. In UPI we can transfer maximum Rs – 1,00000 

38. The term — is used for Requesting money in UPI – PULL 

39. The term — is used for sending money in UPI – PUSH 

40. What does S stands for in QSAM – Service 

41. When using QSAM Service we need to dial – *99*99# 

42. What does S stands for in BBPS – System 

43. In India Capital Market is Regulated by – SEBI 

44. Who is responsible to appoint the Chairman for SEBI – 
GOI 

BANKING: AT A GLANCE 
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45. In which year Government of India established Securities 

and Exchange Board of India – 1988 

46. Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority (IRDA) 
of India  was established in – 1999 

47. Who is the Chairman for Insurance Regulatory and 
Development Authority of India – TS VIjayan 

48. Head Quarters of IRDA is – Hyderabad 

49. In India Commodity Market is regulated by – SEBI 

50. Public health & Food Safety is regulated by – FSSAI 

51. Head quarters of Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India is – New Delhi 

52. Who is the Chairman for FSSAI – AshishBahuguna 

53. Head quarters of Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is – 
New Delhi 

54. Bureau of Indian Standards was established in – 1986 

55. Director General of Bureau of Indian Standards is – Alka 
Panda 

56. In India Chit Funds are regulated by – Respective State 
Governments 

57. Who is the regulator of Foreign Exchange (Forex Market) 
in India – RBI 

58. In India Nidhi Companies are regulated by – Ministry of 
corporate affairs 

59. Who is the chairman of Pension Fund Regulatory and 
Development Authority (PFRDA) of India – Hemant 
Contractor 

60. Headquarters of Pension Fund Regulatory and 
Development Authority of India is – New Delhi 

61. In which year Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India started by GOI – 2003 

62. Headquarters of Small Industries Development Bank 
(SIDBI) of India is – Lucknow 

63. Small Industries Development Bank of India was 
established in – 1990 

64. Who is the Chairmen of SIDBI – KshatrapatiShivaji 

65. In which year Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 
(TRAI) was established in – 1997 

66. In which city Telecom Regulatory authority of India 
(TRAI) is headquartered – New Delhi 

67. In India Security Exchange Board of India regulates – 
Merchant Banking companies,  Venture Capital Fund,   
Algorithmic Trading ,   Credit Rating agencies 

68. In which city Advertising Standards Council of India 
(ASCI) headquartered – Mumbai 

69. Who is the Chairman of Financial Stability and 
Development Council (FSDC) – The Union Finance 
Minister of India 

70. In which year FSDC established in India – 2010 

71. Institute of Chartered Accounts in India (ICAI) is 
headquartered in – New Delhi 

72. In which year Export Credit Guarantee Corporation of 
India (ECGC) was established – 1957 

73. Headquarters of ECGC is – Mumbai 

74. Currently Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) represents —– 
Banking Companies operating in India. – 237 

75. Who is the regulator of Micro-Finance Regulatory 
Authority in India – NABARD 

76. The initial corpus of NABARD is — 100 Crore 

77. National Association of Software and Services Companies 
(NASSCOM) was established in –1988 

78. Reserve Bank of India was established on April 1, 1935 in 
accordance with the provisions of the —— act. – Reserve 
Bank of India Act, 1934 

79. RBI was nationalized on – 1949 

80. RBI has ——– regional offices – 19 

81. RBI can have atmost — deputy governors at any time. – 4 

82. When RBI was established, it has headquarters in – 
Kolkata 

83. In RBI Act 1934, the business banks can carry out is 
defined under – Section 21 

84. In RBI Act 1934,RBI has sole rights to issue currency 
notes and it comes under – Section 22 

85. Headquarters of RBI shifted from Calcutta to Mumbai in – 
1937 

86. Government of India has a sole right to print Rs 1 note or 
mint coins under – Coinage Act, 2011 

87. Cash Reserve Ratio comes under section —— of RBI Act 
1934 – 42 

88. Money market instruments and Securities are defined 
under which section of RBI Act, 1934 – 45U 
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89. In RBI Act 1934 section 26 (2) defines ——- of bank 

notes. – Withdrawal of legal tender 

90. Procedure for merger of banking companies is defined 
under section ____ of Banking Regulation Act, 1949. – 44 

91. Small Finance banks gets license under section ——-of 
Banking Regulation Act, 1949. – 22 

92. Payment banks gets license under section — of Banking 
Regulation Act, 1949 –22 

93. State Bank of India have —— foreign branches around the 
world. – 190 

94. After merger SBI bank have a deposit base of more than — 
lakh crore and advances level of — lakh crore. – 26 and 
18.50 

95. The State Bank of India merged with 5 associate banks and 
BharatiaMahila Bank on April 1, 2017. Which one is not 
among the list – State Bank of Saurashtra 

96. State Bank of India announced a customer should maintain 
minimum of  Rs —– in  a Rural Area. – 1000 

97. State Bank of India announced a customer should maintain 
minimum of  Rs —– in  a Urban Area. – 3000 

98. State Bank of India announced a customer should maintain 
minimum of  Rs ——— in  a Metro city. – 5000 

99. State Bank of India announced a customer should maintain 
minimum of  Rs ——— in  a Semi Urban Area. – 2000 

100. The Central Government has ——– stake in SBI Bank as 
of March 2017 – 62.22% 

IMPORTANT BANKING QUESTIONS FOR BANKING EXAMS 
1. In context of banking, what does ‘BBB’ stands for: Bank 

Board Bureau. 
Explanation: The Union Government has decided to set up 
Bank Board Bureau (BBB) for Public Sector Banks (PSBs), 
where each bank would be monitored on the basis of key 
performance indicators. 

2. In which year, the General Insurance Corporation of 
India (GIC) was incorporated as a company: 1971. 
Explanation: The General Insurance Corporation of India 
(GIC) was incorporated as a company in 1971 and it started 
business on January 1,1973. It was formed to control and 
operate the business of general insurance in India. 

3. On which date, nationalisation of private insurance 
sector in India took place: January 19, 1956. 
Explanation: On January 19,1956, the nationalisation of 
private insurance sector in India took place and Life 
Insurance Corporation came into existence by the Life 
Insurance of India Act on September 1, 1956. 

4. Which was the first Life Insurance company in India: 
Oriental Life Insurance Company. 
Explanation: The Oriental Life Insurance Company was the 
first Life Insurance company in India that was established in 
Calcutta in 1818, though it failed in 1834. 

5. In which year, Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority (IrDA) was constituted: 1999. 
Explanation: Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority (IRDA) was constituted in 1999 as an autonomous 
body to regulate and develop the insurance industry. 

6. Which project is to provide health and social security 
services to members of ESIC through a national digital 
network: Project Panchdeep. 
Explanation: Project Panchdeep is a project to provide 
health and social security services to members of ESIC 
through a national digital network. 

7. Under which section of Income Tax Act, the insured 
person can claim for tax deduction for the amount 
invested in insurance: Under Section 80 D. 
Explanation: Under section 80D of the income tax act, the 
insured person who takes out the policy can claim for tax 
deduction for the amount invested. 

8. On which date, Life Insurance Corporation of India 
(LIC) was established: September1, 1956. 
Explanation: As per the Life Insurance Corporation Act, 
1956, Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) was founded 
by Government of India on September 1,1956. 

9. What does ‘CMO’ stands for: Collateralized Mortgage 
Obligation. 
Explanation: Collateralized Mortgage Obligations (CMOs) 
are a type of Mortgage-Backed Security (MBS) with separate 
pools of pass-through security mortgages that contain 
varying classes of holders and maturities (tranches) with the 
advantage of predictable cash flow patterns. 

10. If a general or life insurance policy with a sum assured of 
Rs. 50000 or less, then it denotes which type of insurance 
category: Micro Insurance. 
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Explanation: A micro-insurance policy is a general or life 
insurance policy with a sum assured of Rs. 50000 or less. 

11. If a person experience illness, injury, or other physical or 
psychological impairment, whether temporary or 
permanent, then it is which type of risk: Morbidity Risk. 
Explanation: Morbidity Risk is the potential for a person to 
experience illness, injury, or other physical or psychological 
impairment, whether temporary or permanent. 

12. Which type of life insurance coverage payable to a third 
party lender upon the death of the insured for loss of loan 
payments: Mortgage Insurance. 
Explanation: Mortgage Insurance is a form of life insurance 
coverage payable to a third party lender/mortgagee upon the 
death of the insured/mortgagor for loss of loan payments. 

13. What do we call the money charged for the insurance 
coverage: Premium. 
Explanation: Premium is the money charged for the 
insurance coverage reflecting expectation of loss. 

14. A person who identifies, examines and classifies the 
degree of risk represented by a proposed insured in order 
to determine whether or not coverage should be provided 
and, if so, at what rate. In terms of insurance, what does 
a person stands for: Underwriter. 
Explanation: Underwriter is a person who identifies, 
examines and classifies the degree of risk represented by a 
proposed insured in order to determine whether or not 
coverage should be provided and, if so, at what rate. 

15. The process of identifying and classifying the degree of 
risk represented by a proposed insured. As per insurance 
sector, what does the term stands for: Underwriting. 
Explanation: Underwriting is the process by which an 
insurance company examines risk and determines whether 
the insurer will accept the risk or not, classifies those 
accepted and determines the appropriate rate for coverage 
provided. 

16. What is the minimum tenure of deposits to be taken by 
NBFCs: 12 Months. 
Explanation: All NBFCs are not allowed to take deposits. 
Only those NBFCs which have specific authorization from 
RBI are allowed to accept/hold public deposits. NBFCs 
cannot take demand deposits. 

17. What is the cap on loan amount given out by a Non-
Banking Financial Company – Micro Finance Institution 
(NBFC-MFI): 50000 Rs. 
Explanation: NBFC-MFI is a non-deposit taking NBFC 
which has at least 85% of its assets in the form of m 
microfinance. Such microfinance should be in the form of 
loan given to those who have annual income of Rs. 60,000 in 
rural areas and Rs. 120,000 in urban areas. 

18. All mutual funds in India must be compulsorily 
registered with: SEBI. 
Explanation: Mutual funds are compulsorily registered with 
the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi), which 
also acts as the first wall of defence for all investors in these 
funds. 

19. Which gives the right, but not an obligation, to buy the 
underlying at a stated date and at a stated price: Call 
Option. 
Explanation: An Option is a contract which gives the right, 
but not an obligation, to buy or sell the underlying at a stated 
date and at a stated price. 

20. A customized contract between two parties, where 
settlement takes place on a specific date in future at a 
price agreed today is called: Forwards Contract. 
Explanation: A forward contract is a customized contract 
between two parties, where settlement takes place on a 
specific date in future at a price agreed today. 

21. In which year the first organised future market was 
established in India: 1875. 
Explanation: The first organized futures market in India was 
established in 1875, under the name of ‘Bombay Cotton 
Trade Association’ to trade in cotton derivative contracts. 
This was followed by institutions for futures trading in 
oilseeds, food grains, etc. 

22. Which is an example for Long Term Investment Option: 
Public Provident Fund. 
Explanation: The short term investment options are savings 
bank account, money market/liquid funds and fixed deposits 
with banks. The Long term investments typically comprise 
the Post Office Savings Schemes, Public Provident Fund, 
Company Fixed Deposits, Bonds and Debentures, Mutual 
Funds etc. 

23. Basel Committee on Banking Supervision” is also known 
as: BIS Committee. 
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Explanation: The Basel Committee on Banking Supervision 
(BCBS) is a committee of banking supervisory authorities 
established in 1974 by the governors of the central banks of 
G-10. It is also known as Bureau of International Settlement 
(BIS) Committee. 

24. RBI takes “Prompt Corrective Action” when a bank is 
faced to: Low Capital Adequacy. 
Explanation: Prompt Corrective Action is a system of RBI 
under which it can initiate a corrective action in case of a 
bank which is found to be having low capital adequacy or 
high Non- performing Assets. 

25. Which of the following is India’s first Credit Rating 
Agency: CRISIL. 
Explanation: CRISIL is India’s first credit rating agency, 
incorporated in 1987 and was promoted by the erstwhile 
ICICI Ltd, along with UTI and other financial institutions. 

26. What is leverage ratio: Capital to total Assets (Not Risk-
Weighted). 
Explanation: A leverage ratio is the relative amount of 
capital to total assets (not risk-weighted). 

27. Who appoints the governor of Reserve Bank of India: 
Central Government. 
Explanation: The Governor of RBI is appointed by the 
Central Government. The approval comes from 
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet. 

28. In which types of banking, there is a direct execution of 
transactions between a bank and its consumers: Retail 
Banking. 
Explanation: When there is a direct execution of 
transactions between a bank and its consumers, rather than 
with corporations or other banks, then this type of banking 
system is known as Retail banking. 

29. Which is the first financial institution of India that 
adopted the Universal Banking System: ICICI. 
Explanation: Universal banking is a one-stop shop of 
financial products and services. The Industrial Credit and 
Investment Corporation of India Limited (ICICI) is the first 
financial institution of India that adopted the Universal 
banking system. 

30. Which types of Banking is most helpful in cross selling: 
Relationship Banking. 

Explanation: Relationship banking is a banking system in 
which banks make deliberate efforts to understand customer 
needs and offer him products accordingly. 

31. In terms with Banking Sector, Anywhere Banking refers 
to: The customer can deposit/ withdraw cash at any 
branch other than the branch in which he holds the 
account. 
Explanation: Anywhere Banking means that the customer 
can deposit/ withdraw cash at any branch other than the 
branch in which he holds the account. Anywhere banking 
frees the customer from geographical boundaries and 
limitations and gives the flexibility to the customer to use his 
account across the board. 

32. Which country has largest shadow banking market in the 
world: USA. 
Explanation: Shadow banking refers to the activities of 
financial institutions that operate outside government-
regulated banking systems. United States has the largest 
shadow banking market followed UK and China. 

33. What is the current number of Local Area Banks in 
India: FOUR. 
Explanation:  these four local area banks are: 1.Coastal 
Local Area Bank Ltd – Vijayawada (Andhra Pradesh) 
2.Capital Local Area Bank Ltd – Phagwara (Punjab) 
3.Krishna Bhima Samruddhi Local Area Bank Ltd, 
Mahbubnagar (Andhra Pradesh) 4.Subhadra Local Area 
Bank Ltd., Kolhapur (Maharashtra).  

34. Bank branches are established under which section of 
Banking Regulations Act, 1949: Section 23. 
Explanation: Branch banking involves business of banking 
via branches. The branches are set up under Section 23 of 
Banking Regulations Act, 1949. 

35. In the constitution of India, ‘Cooperatives’ come under 
which list among the seventh schedule: State List. 
Explanation: The item “Cooperative Societies” is a State 
Subject in the 7th Schedule via entry 32 of the State List in 
the Constitution of India.  

36. The owners of the cooperative bank are also its: 
Customers, Debtors & Creditors. 
Explanation: A cooperative is jointly owned enterprise in 
which same people are its customers who are also its owners. 
Thus, basic difference between scheduled commercial banks 
and scheduled cooperative banks is in their holding pattern. 
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37. For the regional rural banks, which among the following 

is the correct share of Central, State and Sponsor Bank: 
50%, 15% , 35%. 
Explanation: In RRBs, 50% share shall be held by the 
central government, 15% by the concerned state government 
and 35% by the sponsor bank. The RRB amendment act 
2014 has allowed the RRBs to raise their capital from 
sources other than the central and state governments, and 
sponsor banks. 

38. RBI has a principle that overseas banks are given near 
national treatment in India only if their home country 
allowed Indian banks to open branches there without much 
restrictions. This principle is known as: RECIPROCITY.  

39. Which is High Powered Money: M0. 
Explanation: The other name of the Reserve Money is 
“High Powered Money” and also “Monetary Base”. Reserve 
Money is all the Cash in the economy and denoted by M0. 

40. Auction of treasury bills is done by which organizations: 
RBI. 
Explanation: In the primary market, the auction of treasury 
bills is done by Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Mumbai. 

41. What is the minimum denomination of Treasury bills to 
issue in India: Rs. 25000. 
Explanation: The Treasury bills are available for a 
minimum denomination of Rs.25,000 and in multiples of Rs. 
25,000. They are issued at a discount and are redeemed at 
par. 

42. In what denominations Commercial Paper (CP) can be 
issued: Rs. 5 Lakh. 
Explanation: The CPs shall be issued in denominations of 
Rs 5 lakh and multiples thereof. The amount invested by a 
single investor should not be less than Rs.5 lakh (face value). 

43. What is the minimum maturity period of Certificate of 
Deposit (CD) issued by banks: 7 Days. 
Explanation: The maturity period of Certificates of Deposit 
(CDs) issued by banks should not be less than 7 days and not 
more than one year, from the date of issue. 

44. What does DFHI stand for: Discount & Finance House of 
India Limited. 
Explanation: The Discount and Finance House of India 
Ltd.(DFHI) was set up in April 1988 by the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) to develop the money market and to provide 
liquidity to money market instruments. 

45. The maturity of Treasury Bills in India is always less 
than: 365 Days. 
Explanation: The maturity of Treasury Bills in India is less 
than 365 days. At present, the active T-Bills are 91-days T-
Bills, 182-day T-Bills and 364-days T-Bills. 

46. What is sold and purchased during Open Market 
Operations by RBI: Government Securities. 
Explanation: OMOs are conducted by the RBI via the 
sale/purchase of government securities to/from the market 
with the primary aim of modulating rupee liquidity 
conditions in the market OMOs are an effective quantitative 
policy tool in the armoury of the RBI, but are constrained by 
the stock of government securities available with it at a point 
in time.  

47. Which is used by RBI for sterilization of the Capital 
Inflows: Open Market Operations. 
Explanation: To check the reverse Capital Inflows, central 
banks often attempt what is known as the “sterilization” of 
capital flows. In a successful sterilization operation, the 
domestic component of the monetary base (bank reserves 
plus currency) is reduced to offset the reserve inflow. 

48. Which can be used to channelize surplus funds from 
savers to institutions for short term use: Commercial 
Paper. 
Explanation: While first three belong to capital market, last 
one is an instrument of Money Markets. Money Markets are 
essentially short term markets. 

49. Which segments of Money Markets is indicator of day to 
day interest rates: Call Money/Notice Money Market. 
Explanation: Call Money / Notice Money market is most 
liquid money market and is indicator of the day to day 
interest rates. If the call money rates fall, this means there is 
a rise in the liquidity and vice versa. 

50. What is Indian Depository Receipt: Indian Depository 
Receipt is a capital market instrument. 
Explanation: Money market instruments in India include 
Call Money / Notice Money / Term Money Market, Treasury 
Bill (T – Bills), Commercial Bills, Certificate Of Deposits 
(CDs), Commercial Papers (CP), Money Market Mutual 
Funds (MMMFs), The Repo / Reverse Repo Market etc. 

51. A syndicated loan is a form of lending in which: a group 
of lenders collectively extend a loan to a single borrower. 
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Explanation: Syndicated lending is a form of lending in 
which a group of lenders collectively extend a loan to a 
single borrower. The group of lenders is called a syndicate. 
The loan is called a syndicated loan. 

52. In which year, Foreign Currency Non-Resident Account 
Bank or FCNR (B) was first introduced: 1993. 
Explanation: Foreign Currency Non-Resident Account 
Bank or FCNR (B) was first introduced in 1993. While 
NRERA Account is a rupee account and the depositor is 
exposed to the Currency rates risk; FCNR is opened in 
foreign currency only. 

53. In which type of accounts, no cheque book is issued: 
Illiterate Account. 
Explanation: Illiterate accounts are opened on discretion of 
the banks if the person personally goes to the bank along 
with a witness already known to the bank and the depositor. 
No cheque books are issued for such accounts. 

54. No Risk, No reward”. This quote is most closely 
associated with: Risk-return trade-off. 
Explanation: The principle of Risk-return trade-off says that 
higher the potential return, higher is the risk. Low risk is 
associated with low potential returns, whereas high risk is 
associated with high potential returns. 

55. Which is also known as Contingent Liability of the 
banks: Non-fund based lending. 
Explanation: In Non-fund based lending, bank does not 
make any funds outlay but only gives assurance. The “letter 
of credit” and “bank guarantees” fall into the category of 
non-funding loans. 

56. NABARD administers a fund called Rural infrastructure 
Development Fund (RIDF). What is the major source of 
its funding: Penalties levied on domestic commercial 
banks who fail to meet PSL targets. 
Explanation: The penalties levied on domestic commercial 
banks who fail to meet PSL targets is the major source of 
Rural infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF) funding. It is 
administered by NABARD. 

57. Who monitors Priority Sector Lending (PSL) in 
commercial banks: Reserve Bank of India. 
Explanation: The priority sector lending by commercial 
banks is monitored by Reserve Bank of India (RBI) through 
periodical returns received from them. 

58. What is the loan limit for education under Priority Sector 
Lending (PSL) for studying in India and abroad 
respectively: Rs. 10 lakh, Rs. 20 Lakh. 
Explanation: Under Priority Sector Lending (PSL), the 
loans and advances granted to only individuals for 
educational purposes up to Rs.10 lakh for studies in India 
and Rs. 20 lakh for studies abroad. 

59. Which Indian bank has opened its first branch in China 
in May, 2015: ICICI Bank. 
Explanation: Country’s top private sector bank ICICI bank 
has opened its first branch in China. It was inaugurated by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The bank will be based in 
Shanghai. 

60. Recently, RBI has enabled banks to perform transaction 
in contactless cards for value up to Rs: 2000. 
Explanation: Reserve Bank of India has allowed banks to 
enable transactions in contactless cards (Tap and Pay) for 
value up to Rs 2000 without requiring a separate PIN 
authentication. 

61. Who is the chairman of the 7th Central Pay Commission: 
A.K Mathur. 
Explanation: Former Supreme Court Justice Ashok Kumar 
Mathur is the chairman of the 7th Central Pay Commission. 
Rathin Roy, Vivek Rae is the part time members of the 
committee and Meen Agarwal is the secretary. 

62. What is the accidental death cover available to holders of 
Kisan Credit Card: Rs. 50000. 
Explanation: Kisan Credit Card holders are covered by a 
personal accident insurance. This cover is available when the 
person enters the scheme. 

63. What is the validity period of a Kisan Credit Card: 3 
Years. 
Explanation: A Kisan Credit Card is valid for 3 years 
subject to annual review. As incentive for good performance, 
credit limits could be enhanced to take care of increase in 
costs, change in cropping pattern, etc. 

64. In terms of Credit Cards, what is a Hot Card: Stolen 
Card. 
Explanation: A hot card is a lost or stolen card. A hot list is 
the list of caution against the use of a credit card by a 
defaulter holder. 

65. With reference to the Credit Card number, which digits 
identify the Credit Card Network: Initial Two. 
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Explanation: The Length of the number is from 14 to 19. 
The first 6 digits are known as the Issuer Identification 
Number (IIN). Out of them, the first 2 or more digits identify 
the Card network. 

66. What is the time period during which no interest is 
charged on a credit card: Grace Period. 
Explanation: A credit card’s grace period is the time the 
customer has to pay the balance before interest is charged to 
the balance. Grace periods vary, but usually range from 20 to 
30 days depending on the type of credit card and the issuing 
bank. 

67. The Secured credit cards are generally available to the 
person with: Poor Credit History. 
Explanation: The Secured credit cards are an option to 
allow a person with a poor credit history or no credit history 
to have a credit card which might not otherwise be available. 

68. What does the cirrus logo on ATM / debit cards signifies: 
have cash access facility in and outside India. 
Explanation: The Cirrus is one of the logos found on the 
ATM or debit card and provides the card owner worldwide 
cash access facility. The Cirrus ATM network gives 
immediate access to the card owner’s funds available in the 
local currency when travelling abroad. 

69. Which is the first credit card facility to be recognised 
worldwide: VISA Card. 
Explanation: In 1977, Visa was adopted internationally and 
became the first credit card facility to be recognised 
worldwide. It is a conditional authorization given by a 
competent authority of a country for a person who is not a 
citizen of that country to enter its territory and to remain 
there for limited duration. 

70. The international standard which defines the shape and 
size of the I-Cards is: ISO/IEC 7810. 
Explanation: ISO/IEC 7810 is the international standard 
which defines the shape and size of the I-Cards including 
debit / credit cards. 

71. The business entity that is authorized to accept cards for 
the payment of goods and services is called: Merchant. 
Explanation: Merchant or Point of sale is any business 
entity that is authorized to accept cards for the payment of 
goods and services; it can be a brick and mortar shop or a 
website. 

72. From which country, the concept of Credit Card 
originated: United States. 
Explanation: The use of Credit Card first started in 1920s in 
United States of America for selling the fuel to the 
automobile owners. Later, it reached the customers when 
Diners Club was launched in early 1950s. 

73. The funds set aside by the banks as fraction to the loans 
to cover up losses is called: Provisioning Coverage Ratio. 
Explanation: For every loan given out, the banks to keep 
aside some extra funds to cover up losses if something goes 
wrong with those loans. This is called provisioning. 

74. To call a loan NPA, the interest or instalment of principal 
should remain overdue for a minimum period of more 
than: 90 Days. 
Explanation: To call a loan NPA, the interest or instalment 
of principal should remain overdue for a minimum period of 
more than 

75. In terms of agricultural loans in India, the short term 
credit refers to the loans made for a period less than: 15 
Months. 
Explanation: In case of agriculture loans, there are three 
types of loans viz. Short term (tenure <15 months), medium 
term (tenure 15 months to 5 years) and long terms (tenure > 
5 years). 

76. In banking language, which among is called Contingent 
Liability of the banks: Non Fund Based Lending. 
Explanation: In Non-fund based lending, bank does not 
make any funds outlay but only gives assurance. The “letter 
of credit” and “bank guarantees” fall into the category of 
non-funding loans. 
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Days to Remember 
JANUARY 

4th January World Braille Day 

9th January NRI Day 

10th January World Hindi Day 

12th January National Youth Day 

15th January National Army Day 

24th January National Day of Girl Child 

25th January National Tourism Day, National Voters Day 

26th January International Customs Day 

30th January Martyrs Day of Mahatma Gandhi, National 

Cleanliness Day, World Poverty Eradication 

Day. 

FEBRUARY  

4th February World Cancer Day 

5th February Kashmir Soliditary Day 

13th February World Radio Day 

20th February World Day of Social Justice 

21st February International Mother Language Day 

23rd February World Peace and Understanding Day 

24th February Central Excise Day 

28th February National Science Day 

 

 

Autobiographies of Famous Personalities  

ACE Against Odds Sania Mirza 

A Life of an ordinary Indian – An 
exercise in self-importance Anil K. Rajvanshi 

On my Terms: From the Grassroots to 
the Corridors of Power Sharad Pawar 

Playing It My Way Sachin Tendulkar 

My Times: An Autobiography J. B. Kripalani 

One Life is Not Enough K. Natwar Singh 

All from Memory B. V. Acharya 

Straight From the Heart Kapil Dev 

The Test of My Life Yuvraj Singh 

Courage and Conviction General Vijay Kumar Singh 

  

MISCELLANEOUS 
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Books 

S.no Authers Books 

1. Jawaharlal Nehru  
The Glimpse of World History  
The Discovery of India  

2. APJ Abdul Kalam  

Turning Point  
Thoughts for Change  
Indomitable Spirit  
The Life Tre 
India My Dream  

3. Kalidass  

Meghdoot  
Swapanvasavaadatta 
Kumarasambhava 
Malavikaganimitra 

4. Khushwant Singh  

A Train to Pakistan  
We Indians  
Indira Gandhi Returns  
The end of India  
Malicious Gossips  

5. R.K Narayana  

My Days  
The Guide  
Malgudi Days   
The Dark Room  
Waiting for the Mahatama   

 

 

IMPORTANT ABBREVIATIONS  
AGOC Asian games organization committee 

MTSS Money Transfer Service Scheme 
BHIM  Bharat Interface for Money  
UPI Unified Payments Interface  
PCA  Prompt Corrective Action  
CASA Current Account Saving Account  
DEPB  Duty Entitlement Passbook Scheme  
DEAF  Depositors Education & Awareness Fund  
EEFC  Exchange Earners Foreign Currency  
NRO  Non-Resident Ordinary  
IMPS  Immediate Payment Services  
IIP  Index of Industrial Production  
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LIST OF NATIONALIZED BANKS, HEADQUARTER AND TAGLINE 

Banks Headquarter Heads Tagline 

Allahabad Bank Kolkata S. S. Mallikarjuna Rao A Tradition of Trust 

Andhra Bank Hyderabad J Packirisamy Where India Banks 

Bank of Baroda Vadodara P. S. Jayakumar (MD & CEO) India’s International Bank 

Bank of India Mumbai Dinbandhu Mohapatra Relationship beyond Banking 

Bank of Maharashtra Pune A. S. Rajeev Ek Parivar, Ek Bank 

Bandhan Bank Kolkata H.R. Khan (Chairman) 

Chandra Shekhar Ghosh (MD & CEO) 

Apka Bhala, Sabki Bhalai 

Canara Bank Bengaluru  T.N. Manoharan (chairman) 

 Rakesh Sharma (MD & CEO) 

Together We Can 

Central Bank of India Mumbai Pallav Mohapatra Central to You Since 1911 

Corporation Bank Mangalore Jai Kumar Garg Prosperity for all 

Dena Bank Mumbai Karnam Sekar Trusted Family Bank 

IDBI Bank Mumbai  Balasubramanyam Sriram Banking for All/ Aao sochein Bada 

ICICI Mumbai M. K. Sharma (Chairman) Hum hain na, khyala Apka 

Indian Bank Chennai Padmaja Chundru Your Own Bank,Your Tech-Friendly Bank 

Indian Overseas Bank Chennai  TCA Ranganathan (Chairman) 

 R Subramania Kumar (MD & CEO) 

Good People to Grow With 

Oriental Bank of 
Commerce 

Gurgaon, 
Haryana 

Mukesh Kumar Jain Where Every Individual is Committed 

Punjab National Bank New Delhi Sunil Mehta The Name You can Bank Upon 

Punjab & Sind Bank New Delhi S Hari Shanker Where Service is a way of Life 

RBL Bank Mumbai Vishwavir Ahuja  

State Bank of India Mumbai Rajnish Kumar The Banker to Every Indian, Pure Banking 
Nothing Else, A Bank to a common Man, with 
you all the way.  

Syndicate Bank Manipal Ajay Vipin Nanavati (Chairman) 

 Mrutyunjay Mahapatra (MD & CEO) 

A Faithful and Friendly Financial Partner  

Uco Bank Kolkata Ravikishan Thakkar Honours Your Trust 

Union Bank of India Mumbai Rajkiran Rai G. Good People to Bank with 

United Bank of India Kolkata Ashok Kumar Pradhan The Bank that begins with U 

Vijaya Bank Bengaluru R.A. Sankara Narayan A Friend You Can Bank Upon 

Yes Bank Mumbai Rana Kapoor Experence our expertise 
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Country  India 
Formation 24 January 1950 
Capital (and largest city) Lucknow 
Districts 75 
Governor  Ram Naik 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath (BJP) (21st) 

 Deputy Chief Ministers Keshav Prasad Maurya (BJP) 
Dinesh Sharma (BJP) 

 Chief Secretary Dr.  Anup Chandra Pandey 
 Director General of Police Om Prakash Singh, IPS 
 Total 243,290 km2 (93,930 sq mi) 
Area rank 4th 
Total Population (2011) 199,812,341 
 Rank 1st 
 Density 820/km2 (2,100/sq mi) 

Uttar Pradesh  is a state in northern India. Abbreviated as UP, 
it is the most populous state in the Republic of India as well as the 
most populous country subdivision in the world. The densely 
populated state, located in the northern region of the Indian 
subcontinent, has over 200 million inhabitants. It was created on 1 
April 1937 as the United Provinces during British rule, and was 
renamed Uttar Pradesh in 1950. The state is divided into 18 
divisions and 75 districts with the capital being Lucknow. The 
main ethnic group is the Hindavi people, forming the 
demographic plurality. On 9 November 2000, a new state, 

Uttarakhand, was carved out from the state's Himalayan hill 
region. The two major rivers of the state, the Ganges and 
Yamuna, join at Allahabad and then flow as the Ganges further 
east. Hindi is the most widely spoken language and is also the 
official language of the state. The state is bordered by Rajasthan 
to the west, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh and Delhi to the 
northwest, Uttarakhand and Nepal to the north, Bihar to the east, 
Madhya Pradesh to the south, and touches the states of Jharkhand 
and Chhattisgarh to the southeast. It covers 243,290 square 
kilometres (93,933 sq mi), equal to 7.33% of the total area of 
India, and is the fourth-largest Indian state by area. It is the 
second-largest Indian state by economy, with a GDP of Rs 14.46 
lakh crore (US$230 billion). Agriculture and service industries 
are the largest parts of the state's economy. The service sector 
comprises travel and tourism, hotel industry, real estate, insurance 
and financial consultancies. 
Major National Parks  

Dudhwa National Park 
Pilibhit Tiger Reserve  

 

Wildlife Sanctuaries 
Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary  
Kaimoor  Sanctuary  
Katarniaghat  Sanctuary 
Chandraprabha Sanctuary  
Okhla Sanctuary 

 

Major facts about Uttar Pradesh 
• Uttar Pradesh is the largest producer of Wheat, Sugarcane, 

Oilseeds, Mangoes, Potatoes, Barley and Milk in India.   
• Uttar Pradesh has the Highest Number of Districts.  
• Rihand Dam built across the river Rihand in Sonbhadra 

distt of Uttar Pradesh.  
• Matatilla Dam built across the river Betwa in Lalitpur Distt 

of Uttar Pradesh.  
• Parichha Dam built across the river Betwa in Jhansi distt of 

Uttar Pradesh.   
• Green Park Stadium of Cricket situated in Kanpur.  
• Chaudhary Charan Singh International Airport situated in 

Lucknow.  
• Lal Bahadur Shashtri International Airport Situated in 

Varanasi.  
• Kashi Vishwanath Temple is one of the 12 Jyotirlings of 

India situated in UP.  
• Buddha International Circuit, The only Formula 1 Car 

Racing Stadium situated in Noida.  
• Uttar Pradesh is the most Populous State of India with 21 

Crore (Approx) Population. 

STATE: AT A GLANCE 
UTTAR PRADESH 
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GDP: Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the total money value 
of final goods and services produced in the economic 
territories of a country in a given year. Total value of goods 
and services produced in India for 2017-18 is projected to 
be around 150 lakh crore Indian rupees or around 3 trillion 
US dollars at current market prices. This is the value of 
Indian GDP when expressed at current market price. 

 GDP stands for total value of goods and services produced 
inside the territory of India irrespective of whom produced it 
– whether by Indians or foreigners. 

GNP: Gross National Product (GNP) is the total value of goods 
and services produced by the people of a country in a given 
year. It is not territory specific. If we consider the GNP of 
India, it can be seen that GNP is lesser than GDP. 

REPO rate: REPO means Re Purchase Option – the rate by 
which RBI gives loans to other banks. Bank re-purchase the 
securities deposited with RBI at the REPO rate.  

Reverse REPO rate: RBI at times borrows from banks at a rate 
lower than REPO rate, and that rate is known as Reverse 
REPO rate. REPO and Reverse Repo are two major options 
under LAF (Liquidity Adjustment Facility). 

Marginal Standing Facility (MSF): MSF is the rate at which 
scheduled commercial banks could borrow money overnight 
from RBI against approved securities. Borrowing limit of 
banks under marginal standing facility is 2 percent of their 
respective Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL). 

Bank Rate: Bank rate is a higher rate, (1% higher than REPO 
rate) charged by RBI when it gives loans to commercial 
banks. Bank rate is different from MSF in the nature that 
Bank rate is long term, applies for all commercial banks and 
there is no limitation like 2 percent of their respective Net 
Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL). 

Brexit: It is an abbreviation for the term “British exit”, similar 
to “Grexit” that was used for many years to refer to the 

possibility of Greece leaving the Eurozone. Brexit refers to 
the possibility of Britain withdrawing from the European  

 

 Union (EU). The country will hold a referendum on its EU 
membership on June 23, 2016. 

Balance of Payments: The transaction in goods, services and  
income between an economy and the rest of the 
world,Changes of ownership and other changes in that 
economy’s monetary gold, special drawing rights (SDRs), 
and financial claims on and liabilities to the rest of the 
world, and Unrequited transfers. 

CRR: CRR corresponds to Cash Reserve Ratio. It corresponds 
to the percentage of liquid reserves each banks have to keep 
as cash reserve with RBI (in their current accounts) 
corresponding to the deposits they have. Banks will not get 
any interest for these deposits.  

Consumer Price Index: A comprehensive measure used for 
estimation of price changes in a basket of goods and 
services representative of consumption expenditure in an 
economy is called consumer price index. 

Cost Push Inflation: Cost push inflation is inflation caused by 
an increase in prices of inputs like labour, raw material, etc. 
The increased price of the factors of production leads to a 
decreased supply of these goods. While the demand remains 
constant, the prices of commodities increase causing a rise 
in the overall price level. This is in essence cost push 
inflation. 

Cross Elasticity of Demand: The measure of responsiveness of 
the demand for a good towards the change in the price of a 
related good is called cross price elasticity of demand. It is 
always measured in percentage terms. 

Credit Default Swaps: Credit default swaps (CDS) are a type of 
insurance against default risk by a particular company. The 
company is called the reference entity and the default is 
called credit event. It is a contract between two parties, 
called protection buyer and protection seller. 

IMPORTANT ECONOMICS TERMS FOR 
STATE & CENTRE LEVEL EXAMS 
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Currency Deposit Ratio: The currency deposit ratio shows the 

amount of currency that people hold as a proportion of 
aggregate deposits.An increase in cash deposit ratio leads to 
a decrease in money multiplier. An increase in deposit rates 
will induce depositors to deposit more, thereby leading to a 
decrease in Cash to Aggregate Deposit ratio. This will in 
turn lead to a rise in Money Multiplier. 

Capital Market: Capital market is a market where buyers and 
sellers engage in trade of financial securities like bonds, 
stocks, etc. The buying/selling is undertaken by participants 
such as individuals and institutions. 

CRAR: Capital to Risk Weighted Assets Ratio is arrived at by 
dividing the capital of the bank with aggregated risk 
weighted assets. The higher the CRAR of a bank the better 
capitalized it is. 

Capital Account Deficit: Capital account Deficit occurs when 
payments made by a country for purchasing foreign assets 
exceed payments received by that country for selling 
domestic assets. (For example, if Indians are buying a lot of 
properties in US, but if Americans are not buying any 
properties or buildings in India, India will have Capital 
Account Deficit.) 

Deflation: When the overall price level decreases so that 
inflation rate becomes negative, it is called deflation. It is 
the opposite of the often-encountered inflation.A reduction 
in money supply or credit availability is the reason for 
deflation in most cases. Reduced investment spending by 
government or individuals may also lead to this situation. 
Deflation leads to a problem of increased unemployment 
due to slack in demand. 

Ease of Doing Business: Ease of doing business is an index 
published by the World Bank. It is an aggregate figure that 
includes different parameters which define the ease of doing 
business in a country.  

Depreciation: The monetary value of an asset decreases over 
time due to use, wear and tear or obsolescence. This 
decrease is measured as depreciation.Depreciation, i.e. a 
decrease in an asset's value, may be caused by a number of 
other factors as well such as unfavorable market conditions, 
etc. Machinery, equipment, currency are some examples of 

assets that are likely to depreciate over a specific period of 
time. 

Depression: Depression is defined as a severe and prolonged 
recession. A recession is a situation of declining economic 
activity. Declining economic activity is characterized by 
falling output and employment levels. Generally, when an 
economy continues to suffer recession for two or more 
quarters, it is called depression. 

Devaluation of Currency: Devaluation is a deliberate 
downward adjustment to the value of a country's currency 
relative to another currency, group of currencies or standard. 
It is a monetary policy tool used by countries that have a 
fixed exchange rate or semi-fixed exchange rate. It is often 
confused with depreciation and is the opposite of 
revaluation. 

Fair Trade Price: In the commodities market, fair trade price is 
the minimum price that importers must pay to the producers 
of some agricultural products such as coffee and banana. It 
is the floor price that must be paid irrespective of the market 
price. 

Human Development Index: The Human Development Index 
(HDI) is a statistical tool used to measure a country's overall 
achievement in its social and economic dimensions. The 
social and economic dimensions of a country are based on 
the health of people, their level of education attainment and 
their standard of living. 

Imperfect Competition: Imperfect competition is a competitive 
market situation where there are many sellers, but they are 
selling heterogeneous (dissimilar) goods as opposed to the 
perfect competitive market scenario. As the name suggests, 
competitive markets that are imperfect in nature. 

Indifference Curve: An indifference curve is a graph showing 
combination of two goods that give the consumer equal 
satisfaction and utility. Each point on an indifference curve 
indicates that a consumer is indifferent between the two and 
all points give him the same utility. 

Inferior Goods: An inferior good is a type of good whose 
demand declines when income rises. In other words, 
demand of inferior goods is inversely related to the income 
of the consumer. 
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Law of Demand: The law of demand states that other factors 

being constant (cetris peribus), price and quantity demand of 
any good and service are inversely related to each other. 
When the price of a product increases, the demand for the 
same product will fall. 

Law of Supply: Law of supply states that other factors 
remaining constant, price and quantity supplied of a good 
are directly related to each other. In other words, when the 
price paid by buyers for a good rises, then suppliers increase 
the supply of that good in the market. 

LIBOR: LIBOR, the acronym for London Interbank Offer Rate, 
is the global reference rate for unsecured short-term 
borrowing in the interbank market. It acts as a benchmark 
for short-term interest rates. It is used for pricing of interest 
rate swaps, currency rate swaps as well as mortgages. 

Liquid Asset: An asset is said to be liquid if it is easy to sell or 
convert into cash without any loss in its value. By 
definition, bank notes and checking accounts are the most 
liquid assets. 

Liquidity: Liquidity means how quickly you can get your hands 
on your cash. In simpler terms, liquidity is to get your 
money whenever you need it.Liquidity might be your 
emergency savings account or the cash lying with you that 
you can access in case of any unforeseen happening or any 
financial setback. Liquidity also plays an important role as it 
allows you to seize opportunities. 

Marginal Standing Facility: Marginal standing facility (MSF) 
is a window for banks to borrow from the Reserve Bank of 
India in an emergency situation when inter-bank liquidity 
dries up completely.The MSF rate is pegged 100 basis 
points or a percentage point above the repo rate. Under 
MSF, banks can borrow funds up to one percentage of their 
net demand and time liabilities (NDTL). 

Market Capitalization: Market capitalization is the aggregate 
valuation of the company based on its current share price 
and the total number of outstanding stocks. It is calculated 
by multiplying the current market price of the company's 
share with the total outstanding shares of the company. 

Mark to Market: Mark-to-market refers to the reasonable value 
of an account that can vary over a period depending on 

assets and liabilities. Mark-to-market provides a realistic 
estimate of a financial situation. 

MIBID: MIBID or Mumbai Interbank Bid Rate is the rate of 
interest that a bank would be willing to pay to secure a 
deposit from another bank in the Indian interbank market. 
The MIBID rate is the weighted average of all interest rates 
that the participating banks offer on deposits on a particular 
day. It is calculated by the National Stock Exchange (NSE). 

Net National Income: National Income is Gross National 
Income or Gross National Product less depreciation.Gross 
National Product (GNP) is Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
plus net factor income from abroad. It measures the 
monetary value of all the finished goods and services 
produced by the country’s factors of production irrespective 
of their location. 

NIM: Net interest margin or NIM denotes the difference 
between the interest income earned and the interest paid by 
a bank or financial institution relative to its interest-earning 
assets like cash. Thanks to its frequent usage, it’s become a 
part of the banking and financial lexicon. 

NPA: A non performing asset (NPA) is a loan or advance for 
which the principal or interest payment remained overdue 
for a period of 90 days.Banks are required to classify NPAs 
further into Substandard, Doubtful and Loss assets. 
1. Substandard assets: Assets which has remained NPA 
for a period less than or equal to 12 months. 

 2. Doubtful assets: An asset would be classified as doubtful 
if it has remained in the substandard category for a period of 
12 months. 

 3. Loss assets: As per RBI, “Loss asset is considered 
uncollectible and of such little value that its continuance as 
a bankable asset is not warranted, although there may be 
some salvage or recovery value.” 

Payments Bank: A payments bank is like any other bank, but 
operating on a smaller scale without involving any credit 
risk. In simple words, it can carry out most banking 
operations but can’t advance loans or issue credit cards. It 
can accept demand deposits (up to Rs 1 lakh).  

PDS: PDS orPublic distribution system is a government-
sponsored chain of shops entrusted with the work of 
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distributing basic food and non-food commodities to the 
needy sections of the society at very cheap prices. 

PPP (Purchasing Power Parity): The theory aims to determine 
the adjustments needed to be made in the exchange rates of 
two currencies to make them at par with the purchasing 
power of each other. In other words, the expenditure on a 
similar commodity must be same in both currencies when 
accounted for exchange rate. The purchasing power of each 
currency is determined in the process. 

Quantity theory of Money: Quantity theory of money states 
that money supply and price level in an economy are in 
direct proportion to one another. When there is a change in 
the supply of money, there is a proportional change in the 
price level and vice-versa. 

Rationing: Rationing refers to an artificial control on the 
distribution of scarce resources, food items, industrial 
production, etc. In banking, credit rationing is a situation 
when banks limit the supply of loans to consumers. In 
economics, rationing refers to an artificial control of the 
supply and demand of commodities. 

Real Economic Growth Rate: Real Economic Growth Rate is 
the rate at which a nation's Gross Domestic product (GDP) 
changes/grows from one year to another. GDP is the market 
value of all the goods and services produced in a country in 
a particular time period. 

Recession: Recession is a slowdown or a massive contraction in 
economic activities. A significant fall in spending generally 
leads to a recession. 

Risk Management: the world of finance, risk management 
refers to the practice of identifying potential risks in 
advance, analyzing them and taking precautionary steps to 
reduce/curb the risk. 

Securitization: Securitization is a process by which a company 
clubs its different financial assets/debts to form a 
consolidated financial instrument which is issued to 
investors. In return, the investors in such securities get 
interest. 

Soft Currency: Soft currency is a currency which is hyper 
sensitive and fluctuates frequently. Such currencies react 
very sharply to the political or the economic situation of a 
country. 

SLR: SLR (Statutory Liquidity Ratio) corresponds to the 
percentage of liquid reserves each banks have to keep as 
cash reserve with themselves corresponding to the deposits 
they have. Banks have to mandatory keep reserves 
corresponding to SLR locked with themselves in the form of 
gold or government securities. The main difference between 
CRR and SLR is that banks need to keep CRR with RBI, 
but SLR with themselves, but locked. 

SDR: This is a kind of reserve of foreign exchange assets 
comprising leading currencies globally and created by the 
International Monetary Fund in the year 1969.SDR is often 
regarded as a 'basket of national currencies' comprising four 
major currencies of the world - US dollar, Euro, Chinese 
Yuan, British Pound and Yen (Japan). The composition of 
this basket of currencies is reviewed every five years 
wherein the weightage of currencies sometimes get altered. 

Speculation: Speculation involves trading a financial instrument 
involving high risk, in expectation of significant returns. 
The motive is to take maximum advantage from fluctuations 
in the market. 

Underwriting: Underwriting is one of the most important 
functions in the financial world wherein an individual or an 
institution undertakes the risk associated with a venture, an 
investment, or a loan in lieu of a premium. Underwriters are 
found in banking, insurance, and stock markets. 

Venture Capital: Startup companies with a potential to grow 
need a certain amount of investment. Wealthy investors like 
to invest their capital in such businesses with a long-term 
growth perspective. This capital is known as venture capital 
and the investors are called venture capitalists. 

Windfall Gains: Windfall gain (or windfall profit) is an 
unexpected gain in income which could be due to winning a 
lottery, unforeseen inheritance or shortage of supply. 
Windfall gains are transitory in nature. 
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• Justin Tradeau is the Present Prime Minister of Canada. 

Ottawa is the capital of Canada.   

• Manohar Lal Khattar is the CM of Haryana. Satyadev 
Narayan Arya is the Governor of Haryana.   

• The Capital of Saudi Arabia is Riyadh and Currency is 
Riyal . 

• General Bipin Rawat is the present & 27th Chief of Army 
Staff.  

• Commonwealth Games 2018 will be held in Gold Coast 
in Australia . 

• 23rd Winter Olympics venue is Peyongchang in South 
Korea.  

• Antonio Guterres is the Secretary general of United 
Nations&Amina . J. Mohammad is Deputy Sec. Gen.  UN 
Headquarters in New York, United Nations.  

• Cyril Ramaphosa has been named as the new President of 
South Africa . 

• Audrey Azoulay is the Present Director-General of 
UNESCO. UNESCO headquarters in Paris, France.   

• Majuli is a river island in the Brahmaputra River, Assam. 
It is India‘s first island district & world‘s largest river 
island. Jagdish Mukhi is the Present Governor of Assam.   

• Haruhiko Kuroda has been named as the New Governor 
of Bank of Japan.  

• Amjadkawi Ahmed Yusuf has been named as the New 
President of International Court of Justice. ( Headquarters 
– The Hague , Netherlands.)  

• Harsimrat Kaur Badal, the Union Cabinet Minister of 
Food Processing Industries.  

• Chanda Kochhar is the MD & CEO of ICICI Bank. ICICI 
Bank Headquarters in Mumbai.  

• Cairo is the capital of Egypt. Egyptian pound is the 
currency of Egypt.  

• Jim Yong Kim is the President of World Bank. World 
Bank headquarters in Washington, D.C., United States.   

• TedrosAdhanom Ghebreyesus is the WHO‘s Director 
General. WHO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.  

• Tunis is the capital of Tunisia. BejiCaidEssebsijas is the 
present President of Tunisia. 

• Thimphu is the capital of Bhutan. Dzongkha is the official 
language of Bhutan.   

• Jamsetji Tata was the founder of TATA Steels. It 
Headquarters in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

• Bharti AXA Life is a life Insurance player that was started 
in 2006. It brings together the Paris-headquartered AXA 
Group & Bharti Enterprises. 

• Moscow is the capital of Russia. Vladimir Putin is the 
present President of Russia.  

• Martina Hingis is from Switzerland.   

• World Economic Forum Headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland. Klaus Schwab is the Founder & Executive 
Chairman of WEF.  

• Siddaramaiah is the present CM of Karnataka. 
VajubhaiVala is the present Governor of Karnataka.   

• Shahid Khaqan Abbasi is the present PM of Pakistan. 
Islamabad is the capital of Pakistan. 

• Devendra Fadnavis is the CM of Maharashtra. 
Chennamaneni Vidyasagar Rao is the Governor of 
Maharashtra.   

• JinLiqun is present president of the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB). Beijing, China is headquarters 
of AIIB.  

• Astana is the Capital of Kazakhstan. Kazakhstani tenge is 
the currency of Kazakhstan.   

• KrishIyer is the President & CEO of Walmart India.  

• Naveen Patnaik is the CM of Odisha. SC Jamir is the 
Governor of Odisha.   

STATIC GK FROM RECENT CURRENT AFFAIRS 
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• Yogi Adityanath is the CM of Uttar Pradesh. Ram Naik is 

the Governor of Uttar Pradesh. 

• Yes Bank Headquarters in Mumbai. CEO of Yes Bank is 
Rana Kapoor.  

• Yerevan is the Capital of Armenia.  Its currency is 
Armenian dram.   

• K.P. Sharma Oli has been named as the new Prime 
Minister of NEPAL . 

• Sanjay Agarwal, MD & CEO, AU Small Finance Bank.   

• ONGC stands for Oil & Natural Gas Corporation Limited. 
Shashi Shankar has been recently appointed CMD of 
ONGC.  

• Lt Gen SK Shrivastava is the Director General Border 
Roads Organization.  

• Sushil Chandra is the Chairman of Central Board of 
Direct Taxes (CBDT).  

• Boxing Federation of India (BFI) President- Ajay Singh.   

• AIBA- Amateur International Boxing Association.   

• AIBA President- Dr Ching-Kuo Wu, Headquarters- 
Switzerland.  

• Ambassador for AIBA Youth Women‘s World Boxing 
Championship 2017- Mary Kom.   

• Twitter CEO- Jack Dorsey, Headquarters- California, 
USA.  

• Co-founder & CEO of Ola- Bhavish Aggarwal.   

• Microsoft CEO- Satya Nadella.  

• Apollo Munich Health Insurance, CEO- Antony Jacob.   

• UNESCO- United Nations Educational, Scientific & 
Cultural Organization. Director-General- Audrey 
Auzolay, Headquarters- Paris, France.   

• Paytm CEO- Vijay Shekhar Sharma.  

• BHIM- Bharat Interface for Money 

• UPI- Unified Payment Interface.  

• IBRD- International Bank for Reconstruction & 
Development.  President- Jim Yong Kim (12th), 
Headquarters- Washington, DC USA  

• Guinea Capital- Conakry, Currency- Guinean Franc.   

• Rajiv Kumar- Financial Services Secretary.   

• Ajay Narayan Jha- Expenditure Secretary,   

• Neeraj Kumar Gupta- Secretary, DIPAM.  

• Subhash Chandra Garg- Economic Affairs Secretary.  

• Bangladesh Capital- Dhaka, Currency- Taka.  PM- Sheikh 
Hasina, President- Abdul Hamid. 

• New Zealand Capital- Wellington,  Currency- New 
Zealand dollar.   

• National Green Tribunal (NGT)-  Chairperson- Justice 
Swatanter Kumar, Headquarter- New Delhi, Established- 
November 2010.   

• IDFC Bank MD & CEO- Sunil Kakkar, Headquarters- 
Mumbai.  MobiKwik  CEO- Bipin Preet Singh, 
Headquarters- Gurgaon, Haryana.   

• PayPal Headquarter- California USA, Founded in- 1998.  
PayPal Holdings Inc President & CEO- Dan Schulman.   

• HDFC Bank CEO- Aditya Puri, Headquarter- Mumbai.  

• Nepal PM- Sher Bahadur Deuba, President- Bidhya Devi 
Bhandari.  

• Bank of China Chairman- Chen Siqing.   

• State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor- Tariq Bajwa.  
Pakistan PM- Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, President- 
Mamnoon Hussain.   

• Kerala  CM- Pinarayi Vijayan, Governor- Palaniswamy 
Sathasivam.  
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1. The government has approved a capital infusion of INR 

________ in state-owned Exim Bank to expand its business. 
 (A) 8,000 crore 
 (B) 10,000 crore 
 (C) 6,000 crore 
 (D) 20,000 crore 
 
2. A ministerial panel headed by ___________ will examine 

uniformity of taxation on lottery under GST and other issues 
arising out of it. 

 (A) Krishna Byre Gowda 
 (B) Sudhir Mungantiwar 
 (C) TM Thomas Isaac 
 (D) Himanta Biswa Sarma 
 
3. Which of the following stated government launched farm 

debt-waiver scheme named ‘Jai Kisan Rin Mukti Yojana’? 
 (A) Madhya Pradesh 
 (B) Rajasthan 
 (C) Chhattisgarh 
 (D) Mizoram 
 
4. Bilateral army exercise, IMBEX 2018-19 is taking place 

between India and ___________. 
 (A) Mongolia 
 (B) Malaysia 
 (C) Myanmar 
 (D) Mauritius 
 
5. The Cabinet has approved an increase in the authorized 

capital of Exim Bank from ________ to __________. 
 (A) Rs. 10,000 crore, Rs. 20,000 crore 
 (B) Rs. 5,000 crore, Rs. 10,000 crore 
 (C) Rs. 6,000 crore, Rs. 10,000 crore 
 (D) Rs. 25,000 crore, Rs. 50,000 crore 
  
6.  Which of the following country took the chairmanship of 

the group 'Group of 77' (G77) from Egypt for 2019? 
 (A) India 
 (B) The USA 
 (C) Israel 
 (D) Palestine 
 
7. The Gandhi Peace Prize for the year 2018 has been 

conferred on___________. 
 (A) Sulabh International 
 (B) Yohei Sasakawa 
 (C) Akshaya Patra Foundation 
 (D) Ekal Abhiyan Trust 

8. Who has become the first Indian and youngest man to climb 
the 7 highest peaks and volcanic summits across all 
continents? 

 (A) Arunima Sinha 
 (B) Nawang Gombu 
 (C) Mohan Singh Gunjyal 
 (D) Satyarup Siddhanta 
 
9. The Gandhi Peace Prize for the year 2017 has been 

conferred on ____________ for their contribution in 
providing Education for Rural and Tribal Children in remote 
areas pan India, Rural Empowerment, Gender and Social 
Equality. 

 (A) Ekal Abhiyan Trust 
 (B) Akshaya Patra Foundation 
 (C) Sulabh International 
 (D) Bal Suraksha Abhiyan Trust 
 
10. At which Military Station, Bilateral army exercise, IMBEX 

2018-19 took place? 
 (A) Pathankot 
 (B) Chandimandir 
 (C) Hisar 
 (D) Assumption Island 
 
11. Union Government has allocated _____ rupees for the 

development of 40 satellite launch vehicles in the next 4 
years, as announced by Dr K Sivan, Chairman of Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO)? 

 (A) Rs 12,540 crore 
 (B) Rs 10,900 crore 
 (C) Rs 13,678 crore 
 (D) Rs 15,243 crore 
 
12. Name the mobile application launched by North Central 

Railway (NCR) to help navigate the attendees of Kumbh 
Mela to be held in Prayagraj city from January 15- March 4, 
2019? 

 (A) Rail Kumbh Seva Mobile App 
 (B) Kumbh Mela Assist Mobile App 
 (C) Kumbh Rail Service Mobile App 
 (D) Kumbh Mela Seva Mobile App 
 
13. Which country became the first Asian team to win a Test 

series in Australia, on 7th January 2019? 
 (A) Pakistan 
 (B) India 
 (C) Afghanistan 
 (D) Sri Lanka 
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14. India’s GDP would grow at what percent in 2018-19, as per 

the first advance estimates of National Income at Constant 
(2011-12) and Current Prices, for the financial year 2018-
2019, released by Central Statistics Office (CSO)? 

 (A) 7.6 % 
 (B) 7.2 % 
 (C) 7.4 % 
 (D) 7.7 % 
 
15. Where is the world’s largest cricket stadium, which will 

have a seating capacity of over 1 lakh, being constructed? 
 (A) Motera, Ahmedabad 
 (B) Cachar, Guwahati 
 (C) New Town, Kolkata 
 (D) Koramangala, Bengaluru 
 
16.  ___ has been announced as the 33rd district of Tamil Nadu 

after bifurcating Villupuram district, on January 8, 2019? 
 (A) Marakkanam 
 (B) Kallakurichi 
 (C) Ulundurpet 
 (D) Vikravandi 
17. Reserve Bank of India constituted a 5-member high-level 

committee under _____ to suggest measures to strengthen 
the safety and security of digital payments in India, on 8th 
January 2019? 

 (A) Salel Parekh 
 (B) Mahesh Jain 
 (C) Viral Achari 
 (D) Nandan Nilekani 
 
18. Where will the second edition of the Khelo India Youth 

Games be held from 9th to 20th January 2019? 
 (A) Kochi, Kerala 
 (B) Kolkata, West Bengal 
 (C) Pune, Maharashtra 
 (D) Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh 
 
19. Ministry of Civil Aviation has approved operations of 

seaplanes in _____ under UDAN-3 (Ude Desh ka Aam 
Nagrik), making it the first island of India to operate 
seaplanes? 

 (A) Lakshadweep Islands 
 (B) Andaman Islands 
 (C) Hope Islands 
 (D) Quibble Islands 
 
20. Which body allowed tokenization of debit, credit and 

prepaid card transactions to enhance the safety of digital 
payments ecosystem in India, on 8th January 2019? 

 (A) Finance Ministry 
 (B) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 
 (C) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
 (D) National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) 

21. Reserve Bank of India has agreed to disburse Sri Lanka’s 
loan amount of _____ to boost the nation’s reserve? 

 (A) USD 100 million 
 (B) USD 400 million 
 (C) USD 300 million 
 (D) USD 200 million 
 
22. Name the head of the Research advisory committee(RAC) 

formed by Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) 
to help and analyse the new methods of policy making for 
the development of capital market, on 8th January 2019? 

 (A) Ajay Kumar S 
 (B) Sankar De 
 (C) Manish Arora 
 (D) Dinesh Wadia 
 
23. Name the head of the committee that was constituted by 

Election Commission of India (ECI) to look into Section 
126 of the Representation of the People Act 1951, which 
submitted the report on 10th January 2019? 

 (A) Shankar Ram S 
 (B) Umesh Sinha 
 (C) Joshwin Sebastian 
 (D) Debashish Banerjee 
 
24. Which will be the first Indian state to roll out Universal 

Basic Income (UBI) and implement the scheme by 2022? 
 (A) Telangana 
 (B) Gujarat 
 (C) Sikkim 
 (D) Arunachal Pradesh 
 
25. Where was the Global Skill Summit 2019 themed ‘Skilling 

Youth, Enabling Youth’ held on 10th January 2019? 
 (A) Udaipur, Rajasthan 
 (B) Ranchi, Jharkhand 
 (C) Shillong, Meghalaya 
 (D) Nagpur, Maharashtra 
 
26. Who was sworn in as Venezuelan President for the 2nd term 

on 11th January 2019? 
 (A) Nicolas Maduro 
 (B) Ramsus Henry 
 (C) Mike Delfino 
 (D) Stephen Hejlsberg 
27. Prime Minister Narendra Modi released a commemorative 

coin of _____ rupees on Guru Govind Singh ji in New Delhi 
on his 352nd birth anniversary, on 13th January 2019? 

 (A) Rs 250 
 (B) Rs 150 
 (C) Rs 350 
 (D) Rs 200 
 
 



 

 
<< 40 >> | IBS QUEST | JANUARY, 2019 

 

           Quest IBS 
28. What is the capital and currency of Malaysia? 
 (A) Capital – Ulaanbaatar ; Currency – Malaysian Togrog 
 (B) Capital – Nypyidaw ; Currency – Malaysian Kyat 
 (C) Capital – Kuala Lumpur; Currency – Malaysian ringgit 
 (D) Capital – Abuja ; Currency – Malaysian Naira 
 
29. Name the President of Egypt? 
 (A) Ras Al-Teen Palace 
 (B) Mohamed Morsi 
 (C) Hosni Mubarak 
 (D) Abdul Fattah el-Sisi 
 
30. Where is Mathikettan National Park located? 
 (A) Karnataka 
 (B) Kerala 
 (C) TamilNadu 
 (D) Andhra Pradesh 
 
31. The Chief statistician of India (CSI) is ____? 
 (A) Pravin Srivastava 
 (B) R.S.Negi 
 (C) Sanjeev Kumar 
 (D) Sadananda Gowda 
 
32. Where is the headquarters of United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime (UNODC)? 
 (A) Paris,France 
 (B) Jakarta,Indonesia 
 (C) Vienna, Austria 
 (D) Washington DC,USA 
 
33. Name the MD and CEO and headquarters of Punjab 

National Bank? 
 (A) MD & CEO- Usha Ananthasubramanian; Headquarters 

–NewDelhi 
 (B) MD & CEO – Sunil Mehta; Headquarters – New Delhi 
 (C) MD & CEO- S.C. Gupta; Headquarters –New Delhi 
 (D) MD & CEO- K.R. Kamath; Headquarters –New Delhi 
 
34. Name the Chairman and headquarters of Securities and 

Exchange Board of India (SEBI)? 
 (A) Chairman – Ajay Tyagi; Headquarters – Mumbai 
 (B) Chairman –Mahalingam; Headquarters – NewDelhi 
 (C) Chairman – Madhabi Puri Buch; Headquarters – 

Mumbai 

 (D) Chairman – S. K. Mohanty; Headquarters – NewDelhi 
 
35. Where was India’s largest startup ecosystem measuring 

(A)8 lakh sq ft. inaugurated on 13th January 2019? 
 (A) Pune, Maharashtra 
 (B) Hyderabad, Telangana 
 (C) Chennai, Tamil Nadu 
 (D) Kochi, Kerala 
 
36. Where did Vice President Venkaiah Naidu inaugurate the 

4th International Kite Festival and 2nd International Sweet 
Festival on 13th January 2019? 

 (A) New Delhi 
 (B) Kolkata 
 (C) Lucknow 
 (D) Hyderabad 
 
37. Where was the first ever India-Central Asia Dialogue held 

on 12th and 13th January 2019? 
 (A) Mantilla, Philippines 
 (B) Dhaka, Bangladesh 
 (C) New Delhi, India 
 (D) Samarkand, Uzbekistan 
 
38. Who received the first-ever Philip Kotler Presidential 

award, in New Delhi, on 14th January 2019? 
 (A) President Ram Nath Kovind 
 (B) Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
 (C) Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
 (D) Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
 
39. Name the former Chief Statistician of India who took oath 

as Member of Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), 
on 14th January 2019? 

 (A) Dr. T.C.A Anant 
 (B) Dr. Ram Manohar 
 (C) Jasjeet Kaur 
 (D) Sharmila Chatterjee 
 
40. Rajesh Ghodge passed away on 13th January 2019. He was 

a _____? 
 (A) Politician 
 (B) Cricketer 
 (C) Journalist 
 (D) Singer 

 

Answer Key 
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NOVEMBER
 

• Padma Shri awardee ad filmmaker Alyque Padamsee 
passes away at 90 

 He is also known for portraying Muhammad Ali Jinnah in 
the 1982 film 'Gandhi'. A renowned theatre personality, 
Padamsee had also received a Sangeet Natak Akademi 
Award. He was Chairman of the London Institute of 
Corporate Training and also served as an adviser to Andhra 
Pradesh CM Chandrababu Naidu.   

• Union Minister Ananth Kumar passes away at 59 in 
Bengaluru 

 He held two portfolios in the NDA Government; of 
Parliamentary affairs and Chemicals and Fertilizers. Kumar 
had represented the Bengaluru south parliamentary 
constituency six times since 1996. In 1998, he was inducted 
into the Union cabinet headed by Atal Bihari Vajpayee as the 
minister for civil aviation and was instrumental in the 
signing of the MoU for the Bengaluru international airport. 
Kumar was the youngest minister in the Vajpayee cabinet. 

• Brigadier Kuldip Singh Chandpuri, hero of Longewala 
battle, passed away at 78 

 Brigadier (retired) Kuldip Singh Chandpuri is known as the 
hero of the Longewala battle against Pakistan in 1971. 
Brigadier Chandpuri had joined the Indian Army in 1962 
and was commissioned to the 23rd Battalion of The Punjab 
Regiment. For his bravery, valour and spirit, Brigadier 
Chandpuri was the recipient of many awards and honours. 
Prominent among these were the Maha Vir Chakra - for 
defending the Longewala Post, and the Vishisht Seva Medal. 

• InterGlobe Aviation Chairman Devadas Mallya 
Mangalore passed away 

 InterGlobe Aviation said its chairman Devadas Mallya 
Mangalore passed away in the morning of November 25, 

2018. InterGlobe Aviation is the country’s largest airline 
IndiGo. Mr.Devadas Mallya was also a non-executive 
independent director. He had served as the CMD of Bank of 
Baroda and Bank of Maharashtra. 

• Baishnab Charan Parida Ex MP of Odisha passed away 

 Baishnab Charan Parida, the former Biju Janata Dal Rajya 
Sabha member,  passed away after a prolonged illness here 
on November 22. He was 77 years old. Parida is survived by 
his wife, a son and a daughter. He was a prominent 
politician, writer, and promoter of Odia language. Parida 
was elected to the Rajya Sabha in July 2010 and his term 
had ended in July 2016. 

• Georgia elects Salome Zurabishvili as first woman 
president 

 Salome Zurabishvili has won Georgia's presidential election, 
becoming the first woman to hold the office.  

• Arvind Saxena appointed as Chairman of UPSC 

 Arvind Saxena will have a tenure till August 7, 2020, when 
he attains the age of 65 years. He has been working as acting 
head of the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) since 
June 20. He took over charge from Vinay Mittal who had 
completed his term. Prior to joining the UPSC, he was 
working as director of the Aviation Research Centre (ARC). 

• Sunil Arora appointed new Chief Election Commissioner 

 President Ram Nath Kovind appointed senior IAS officer 
Sunil Arora as the new Chief Election Commissioner (CEC). 
Sunil Arora will take charge on December 2. He will replace 
outgoing Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) OP Rawat. 
Sunil Arora (born 13 April 1956) is the current and 23rd 
Chief Election Commissioner of India. Mr. Arora has 
graduate (BA Honours) and postgraduate (MA) degrees in 

Current Affairs Last 3 Months 
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English from Panjab University in the Union Territory of 
Chandigarh.  

• Ashok Kumar Gupta appointed as the chairman of 
Competition Commission of India 

 Ashok Kumar Gupta appointed as the chairman of 
Competition Commission of India. It was approved by the 
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC). Gupta would 
replace acting chairperson Sudhir Mital. The appointment 
would be till October 25, 2022 ,the date when he attains the 
age of 65 years or until further orders, whichever is the 
earliest. 

• CCI is quasi-judicial statutory body established under 
The Competition Act, 2002. It was established in October 
2003 and became fully functional in May 2009. 

 CCI aims to eliminate practices that adversely affect 
competition in different industries and protect interests of 
consumers and ensure freedom of trade. 

• S. S. Deswal appointed as DG of ITBP 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)  
approved the appointment of S. S. Deswal, IPS as Director 
General, Indo Tibetan Border Police (ITBP).  He took 
charge from R K Pachnanda, the outgoing DG of ITBP, who 
superannuated recently. ITBP is one of five Central Armed 
Police Forces of India. It was raised on 24 October 1962, 
under CRPF Act, in wake of 1962 Sino-Indian War. It was 
provided full autonomy after Parliament enacted Indo-
Tibetan Border Police Force Act, 1992. It works under 
command of Union Home Ministry. It is headquartered in 
New Delhi.  

• Justices Hemant Gupta, R Subhash Reddy, MR Shah and 
Ajay Rastogi sworn-in as Supreme Court Judges 

 Justices Hemant Gupta, R Subhash Reddy, M R Shah and 
Ajay Rastogi were on November 2, 2018 sworn-in as the 
Judges of the Supreme Court. Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi 
administered oath of office to the four judges. 

• V.K. Dev new Delhi Chief Secretary 

 Delhi’s Chief Electoral Officer Vijay Kumar Dev has been 
appointed as the new Chief Secretary of Delhi, according to 
an order of the Union Home Ministry issued on Thursday. 

 Mr. Dev, a 1987-batch IAS officer of the AGMUT cadre, 
takes over from Anshu Prakash, a 1986-batch officer. He had 
earlier been posted as adviser in the Chandigarh Union 
Territory administration. 

• Justice Govind Mathur takes oath as Chief Justice of 
Allahabad High Court 

 On 14th November 2018, Justice Govind Mathur was sworn 
in as the chief justice of the Allahabad High Court. 

 i. He was administered the oath by Uttar Pradesh Governor 
Ram Naik. In 2004, Justice Govind Mathur was appointed as 
a judge in the Rajasthan High Court. 

 ii. In 2017, he was transferred to the Allahabad High Court. 
He worked as University of Rajasthan’s standing counsel. 

 iii. He also worked for Indian Oil Corporation, Water and 
Power Consultancy Services, New Delhi and the National 
Council for Teacher’s Education. 

• Sanjay Karol sworn in as new Chief Justice of Tripura 
HC 

 On 14th November 2018, Justice Sanjoy Karol was sworn in 
as the 4th Chief Justice of the Tripura High Court. 

 i. Tripura Governor Kaptan Singh Solanki administered the 
oath of office and secrecy to Justice Sanjoy Karol. 

 ii. Earlier, Sanjoy Karol was a judge of the Himachal 
Pradesh High Court. He replaces Justice Ajay Rastogi who 
was promoted as a judge of the Supreme Court. 

 iii. Sanjoy Karol became a judge of the Himachal Pradesh 
High Court in 2007. 

• Sanjay Kumar Seth takes oath as Chief Justice of 
Madhya Pradesh High Court 
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 On 14th November 2018, Justice Sanjay Kumar Seth was 

sworn in as the 24th Chief Justice of the Madhya Pradesh 
High Court. 

 i. Madhya Pradesh Governor Anandi Ben Patel administered 
the oath of office to Justice Sanjay Kumar Seth. 

 ii. Earlier, Justice Sanjay Kumar Seth was made acting Chief 
Justice of Madhya Pradesh High Court after Chief Justice 
Hemant Gupta was promoted to the Supreme Court. 

 iii. He had served as an additional advocate general. Later, 
he was appointed as a judge to the Madhya Pradesh high 
court in 2003. He was made a permanent judge in 2004. He 
would retire in June 

• O.P. Bhatt quits Yes Bank CEO search panel 

 O.P. Bhatt, former SBI chairman, has resigned from the 
search and selection committee of Yes Bank which was set up 
to identify a new Managing Director and CEO. Mr. Bhatt 
has attended three meetings of the search committee. Yes 
Bank stated that the Nomination and Remuneration 
Committee (NRC) has decided to continue with the existing 
members to complete the process as per the timeline 
communicated by RBI. 

• Yes Bank chairman Ashok Chawla resigns over 
corruption charges 

 Yes Bank chairman Ashok Chawla resigns over corruption 
charges. Yes Bank has also accepted the resignation of 
Vasant Gujrati, the chairman of Yes Bank’s audit committee. 
The bank has announced the appointment of Uttam Prakash 
Agarwal as an additional director (independent), with 
immediate effect, to replace Gujarati. the CBI named Ashok 
Chawla in a chargesheet relating to the Aircel-Maxis case. 
Mr. Chawla has also been the chairman of the Competition 
Commission of India, and continues to be the chairman of 
the National Stock Exchange and is also on the Jet Airways 
board. 

• Flipkart Group CEO Binny Bansal resigns on 
'misconduct allegation' 

 Flipkart Group CEO Binny Bansal resigns on 'misconduct 
allegation'. Now Kalyan Krishnamurthy will continue as the 
CEO of Flipkart, which will now include Myntra and 
Jabong. Ananth Narayanan will continue as the CEO of 
Myntra and Jabong and will report to Krishnamurthy. 

• Anupam Kher resigns as Chairman of Film and 
Television Institute of India 

 Anupam Kher took office as the Chairman of the prestigious 
organisation in October 2017. Prior to Kher, Gajendra 
Chauhan was the Chairman of FTII. Chauhan left office in 
March 2017. Now B. P. Singh is the chairman of FTII. 

• Venkaiah Naidu lays down foundation stone of Dera 
Baba Nanak - Kartarpur Sahib Corridor 

 Marking a new beginning in India-Pakistan relations, Vice 
President M Venkaiah Naidu on November 26, 2018 laid the 
foundation stone for the construction of Dera Baba Nanak - 
Kartarpur Sahib Road Corridor on the Indian side at Mann 
village in Gurdaspur district of Punjab. The corridor will 
provide a passage to Indian Sikh pilgrims to visit the holy 
site of Gurudwara Darbar Sahib at Kartarpur in Pakistan. 

 Mr. Naidu was joined by leaders from all political parties in 
Punjab in laying the foundation stone for the four-lane 
“human corridor” to be completed by November 23, 2019, in 
time for Sikh founder Guru Nanak’s 550th birth anniversary, 
which was decided on by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at a 
Cabinet meeting last week. The corridor will drastically cut 
down the distance b travel from more than 200 km to just 6 
km.  The foundation stone was laid in the presence of Union 
Minister for Road Transport Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister 
of Food Processing Harsimrat Kaur Badal, and Punjab Chief 
Minister Captain Amrinder Singh. 

• India re-elected as member of ITU council till 2022 

 India has been elected as a member of the International 
Telecommunications Union Council (ITU) for another 4-year 
term from 2019 to 2022. 
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 The elections to the Council were held during the ongoing 

ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2018 at Dubai. India 
secured 165 votes and ranked third among the 13 countries 
elected to the council from the Asia-Australasia region and 
eighth among the 48 countries elected to the council 
globally. 

 The ITU has 193 member states, which elect representatives 
to the council. 

• Uber Eats appointed Alia Bhatt as its first brand 
ambassador of India 

 On November 24, 2018, food delivery platform Uber Eats 
announced the appointment of actress Alia Bhatt as its brand 
ambassador. 

• Delhi’s Signature Bridge: All you need to know 

 Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on November 4, 2018 
inaugurated the long awaited Delhi's Signature Bridge, the 
first asymmetrical cable-stayed bridge in India. 

 The bridge was constructed by the Delhi Tourism and 
Transport Development Corporation (DTTDC) at an 
expenditure of Rs 1,518.37 crore. The 675-metre bridge aims 
to reduce travel time and traffic congestion between the 
north-eastern and northern parts of Delhi. 

 The bridge was first approved in 1997 after school bus fell 
off the narrow Wazirabad Bridge into the Yamuna, killing 22 
children. However, a number of hurdles and budget 
modifications led to the delay in its completion. 

• Uttarakhand cabinet approved renaming of Dehradun’s 
Jolly Grant airport after former PM Vajpayee 

 On November 24, 2018, the Uttarakhand government 
chaired by Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat, approved 
a total of 27 proposals including renaming the Dehradun 
airport after former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

 As per the approved proposal, the Jolly Grant airport in 
Uttarakhand will be renamed after Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

 The cabinet also gave its approval to the setting up of the 
Uttarakhand State Agency For Public Services to ensure 
time-bound delivery of services and redressal of complaints. 

• India jumps to 77th rank in the Ease of Doing Business 
Index 

 India jumped 23 ranks in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing 
Business Index 2018 to 77. In the 2017 report, the country 
was ranked 100. The Index ranks 190 countries based on 10 
indicators across the life-cycle of a business, from “starting 
a business” to “resolving insolvency.” 

• AYUSH Ministry celebrates first Naturopathy Day – 
November 18 

 On 18th November 2018, Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda, 
Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy) 
celebrated the first Naturopathy Day throughout India. 

  Key Points: 

 i. Central Council for Research in Yoga and Naturopathy, an 
autonomous body under AYUSH Ministry, organised health 
camps, workshops and exhibitions in association with local 
naturopathy centres and hospitals from 14th to 18th 
November 2018. 

 ii. AYUSH Minister Shripad Yesso Naik inaugurated the first 
Naturopathy Day Programme in New Delhi. 

 iii. He announced that building natural clinics is in progress 
in Pune, Goa, Delhi, Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala and 
Andhra Pradesh. 

 iv. Over 1,000 Naturopathy specialist doctors from all over 
India participated in the event organised by International 
Naturopathy Organisation (INO) along with Ministry of 
AYUSH. 

 v. INO also organized Painting and Kaun Banega Swasth 
Rakshak Competitions for school children. 

 About International Naturopathy Organisation (INO): 

 ♦ Chairman – Jai Prakash Agarwal 
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 ♦ Location – New Delhi 

• Towering statue of Patel dedicated to the nation 

  Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a 182-metre 
statue of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel overlooking the Narmada 
river in Gujarat as a tribute to the country’s ‘Iron Man’. 

 Dedicating the ‘Statue of Unity’ to the nation on Sardar 
Patel’s birth anniversary, in a ceremony that saw Air Force 
aircraft shower petals as they flew overhead, Mr. Modi said: 
“It is a historic and inspiring occasion for all Indians. I am 
fortunate to dedicate this statue of Sardar Saheb to the 
nation.” 

 The Prime Minister recalled the Congress leader’s 
contribution in unifying the country after independence as he 
brought more than 500 princely states on a common platform 
to join the Union of India. 

 “Without Sardar, we would not have imagined a railway line 
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari,” Mr. Modi said. 

 Built at a cost of Rs 2,989 crore, the ‘Statue of Unity’ depicts 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, wearing a dhoti and a shawl, 
towering over the Narmada river and overlooking the Sardar 
Sarovar dam. 

• Punjab becomes 3rd state to ban hookah bars or lounges 

 Punjab becomes 3rd Indian state after Maharashtra and 
Gujarat to permanently ban Hookah bars or lounges. The 
ban was announced after President Ram Nath Kovind has 
given assent to a bill passed by Punjab state assembly. 

 Key Points: 

 i. Punjab state assembly has passed the Cigarettes and other 
Tobacco Products (Prohibition of advertisement and 
Regulation of trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and 
distribution) (Punjab Amendment) Bill 2018 in March this 
year. 

 ii. Smoking of hookah increases the health risks such as 
exposure to toxic chemicals that are not filtered out be water 

and tuberculosis which is an infectious disease resulting 
from sharing of hookah. 

 About Punjab 

 ♦ Chief Minister: Amarinder Singh 

 ♦ Governor: V.P. Singh Badnore 

 ♦ Health Minister: Brahm Mohindra 

• Open Defecation in India: Rural Jharkhand declared 
ODF 

 The rural Jharkhand was declared Open Defecation Free 
(ODF) on November 15, 2018 during a regional review 
meeting of the eastern states held in Kolkata, West Bengal. 

 The workshop comprised discussions on sustaining Open 
Defecation Free (ODF) status, Solid and Liquid Waste 
Management (SLWM), and rural water supply. It saw 
participation from teams belonging to West Bengal, 
Jharkhand, Bihar and Odisha. 

• 69th Constitution Day observed across India 

 The 69th Constitution Day was observed across India on 
November 26, 2018 to mark the adoption of the Indian 
Constitution by the Constituent Assembly. The Constitution 
of India was adopted by the Constituent Assembly on 
November 26, 1949 and it came into force on January 26, 
1950. 

 The Constitution of India is a supreme law of India, which 
lays down the framework that defines the political principles, 
establishes the structure, procedures, powers and duties of 
Government institution. Dr BR Ambedkar is regarded as the 
father of the Indian Constitution. 

• India marks 10th anniversary of 26/11 Mumbai terror 
attacks 

 India on November 26, 2018 marked the 10th anniversary of 
26/11 Mumbai terror attacks that left 166 people dead and 
over 300 people injured. President Ram Nath Kovind paid 
tributes to the victims of terror attacks. Ten years back in 
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2008, 10 terrorists of Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist group sailed 
into Mumbai and carried out coordinated attacks that lasted 
for three days.  

 The terrorists carried out bomb explosions and gun firings at 
Taj Mahal Palace hotel, the Oberoi Trident, Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Terminus railway station, Leopold Cafe, Cama 
Hospital, Nariman House Jewish community centre, the 
Metro Cinema and St. Xavier's College. 

• UP cabinet approved renaming of Faizabad as Ayodhya 

 On November 13, 2018, the Uttar Pradesh government 
presided over by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath approved 
renaming of Faizabad and Allahabad divisions as Ayodhya 
and Prayagraj respectively. 

 i. Prayagraj division will comprise Prayagraj, Kaushambi, 
Fatehpur and Pratapgarh districts, while Ayodhya division 
will include Ayodhya, Ambedkarnagar, Sultanpur, Amethi 
and Barabanki districts. 

 ii. Earlier, the government renamed the Mughalsarai 
Railway station, another historic spot, as Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya junction. 

 iii. Furthermore, in August 2018, the UP government had 
sent a request to the Centre to rename the airports in Agra, 
Bareilly and Kanpur. 

 Background: 

 The Centre has given consent to the renaming of at least 25 
towns and villages across India in the past 1 year. 

 Uttar Pradesh: 

 ♦ Chief Minister: Yogi Adityanath. 

 ♦ Governor: Ram Naik. 

 ♦ National Parks: Dudhwa National Park, Philibit Tiger 
Reserve , Sandi Bird Sanctuary. 

 ♦ Uttar Pradesh has 23 wildlife sanctuaries across 27 
districts covering over 5,000 sq km. 

• ISRO successfully launches HySIS satellite aboard 
PSLV-C43 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on 
November 29, 2018 successfully launched a hyperspectral 
imaging satellite (HySIS), an earth observation satellite 
along with 30 foreign commercial satellites from Sriharikota 
launch centre in Andhra Pradesh. 

 HySIS is an earth observation satellite developed by ISRO. It 
is the primary satellite of the PSLV-C43 mission. The mass of 
the satellite is about 380 kg. The primary goal of the satellite 
would be to study the earth’s surface. 

• Himachal Pradesh becomes first state to launch Single 
Emergency Number '112' 

 Himachal Pradesh on November 28, 2018 became the first 
Indian state to launch a single emergency number ‘112’ 
which will connect to police, fire, health and other helplines 
through an Emergency Response Centre (ERC) in the state. 

 For this purpose, state established an ERC in Shimla along 
with 12 District Command Centres (DCCs) covering the 
entire state. The emergency number was launched by Union 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh under the Emergency 
Response Support System (ERSS).  

• Gujarat topped in implementing Ayushman Bharat after 
2 months of launch: NHA 

 On November 25, 2018, according to the National Health 
Agency, after 2 months of launch of Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, Gujarat has emerged as 
the top performer among the states under the scheme. 

• World’s first underground luxury hotel opened in 
Shanghai, China 

 On November 20, 2018, world’s first ever underground 
luxury hotel named- The InterContinental Shanghai 
Wonderland- opened in Songjiang district, southwest of 
Shanghai, China. 
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• India, Singapore begin sea drills 

 The 25th edition of the India-Singapore bilateral naval 
exercise, SIMBEX, has begun at the tri-services command in 
Port Blair. 

• The exercise, which kicked off on Saturday off the 
Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal, will conclude on 
November 21. 

 “Started as basic Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) exercises 
in 1994, today these exercises have graduated to complex 
maritime combat drills, including missile and torpedo 
firings, and shore-based intensive professional exchanges,” 
the Navy said in a statement. 

 Seven ships from the Indian Navy and five ships fro the 
Singapore Navy along with an Archer class submarine and a 
Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle will take part in the 
exercise. 

 India and Singapore are working on a trilateral exercise 
with an Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
country, likely Thailand, and eventually plan to scale it up to 
a multilateral format. 

• Singapore is Asia’s most sustainable city: Arcadis 

 Singapore has maintained its rank as number one Asian city 
in the Sustainability Index by engineering firm Arcadis. 

 Key Points: 

 i. The Sustainability Index assessed cities based on 3 pillars: 
profit pillar, people pillar and planet pillar. 

 ii. Singapore secured fourth place in global rankings. As per 
the study, Singapore ranked first for the profit pillar that 
assesses the business environment and economic 
performance of cities. 

 iii. Singapore ranked 31st out of 100 cities, for the people 
pillar that tests social mobility and quality of opportunity 
and life. 

 iv. Singapore secured 41st spot for the planet pillar that 
assesses the management of energy use, pollution and 
emissions. 

 v. As per the study, Singapore is one of the world’s most 
active Connected and Autonomous Vehicles (CAV) testing 
environments. 

 About Singapore: 

 ♦ Capital – Singapore 

 ♦ Currency – Singapore dollar 

 ♦ Official languages – English, Malay, Mandarin, Tamil 

 ♦ President – Halimah Yacob 

 ♦ Prime Minister – Lee Hsien Loong 

• Pak. acquits Asia Bibi of blasphemy 

 The Supreme Court of Pakistan on Wednesday acquitted 
Asia Bibi, a Christian woman on death row for blasphemy. 
This was her final legal appeal before execution.Ms. Bibi 
was accused of committing blasphemy in 2009. In 2010, a 
trial court sentenced her to death. In 2014, the Lahore High 
Court upheld the trial court’s verdict. 

 A three-member bench headed by Chief Justice Mian Saqib 
Nisar finally overturned the conviction. “Keeping in mind 
the evidence produced by the prosecution against the alleged 
blasphemy committed by the appellant, the prosecution has 
categorically failed to prove its case beyond reasonable 
doubt.” 

• Monaco to host 2019 Laureus Awards on February 18 
2019 

 The ‘Oscars of sports’, the Laureus World Sports Awards 
2019 will be held in Monaco on February 18 next year. 
Sport’s premier global awards ceremony will celebrate the 
best of 2018 across eight individual and team categories, 
with the winners collecting a prized Laureus Statuette. 

 i. Sports fans around the world will also get to play their part 
by voting for the Laureus Sporting Moment of the Year 
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Award. Former India cricket captains Kapil Dev, Rahul 
Dravid and Sachin Tendulkar are members of the Laureus 
Academy. 

 ii.Last year, tennis Player Roger Federer won the Laureus 
Sportsman of the Year award for a record fifth time, while 
Serena Williams won the Sportswoman of the Year 
recognition for the fourth time. 

• Mary Kom clinches gold in World Boxing Championship 

 Mary Kom created history on November 24, 2018 by winning 
her sixth world championship gold at the 10th World 
Women’s Boxing Championships, held in New Delhi, India. 

 Speaking on her historic win, Mary Kom said that it is very 
special as she was under pressure, especially because of the 
change in her weight category. “I won my last Worlds gold 
in 2010 and then the change of weight for Olympics 
happened. The pressure was something I always felt but don't 
know how to put this gold alongside the earlier five," she 
reasoned. 

• Ambati Rayudu retires from first-class cricket 

 Ambati Rayudu has retired from the long-form of cricket, 
including the Ranji Trophy, to focus on limited-overs cricket. 

 Key Points: 

 i. Ambati Rayudu is 33 years old. He will continue to play 
international and domestic matches of the shorter version. 

 ii. He has played first class cricket for 17 years. He made his 
debut when he was 16 years old. He has scored 6,151 runs in 
97 matches and has scored 16 hundreds. 

 iii. He played his first ODI (One Day International) match in 
2013. 

• BCCI announces two-year ban for age fraud 

 The Board of Control for Cricket in India on November 27, 
2018 announced that a cricketer guilty of age fraud will be 
barred from all its recognised tournaments for a period of 
two years. 

 The BCCI statement relayed that from the 2018-19 season, 
any cricketer who is found guilty of tampering his or her date 
of birth will be disqualified and barred from participating in 
any BCCI tournament for a period of 2 years i.e. 2018-19 
and 2019-20 seasons. 

• Hamilton win gives Mercedes the title 

 New five-time World champion Lewis Hamilton steered his 
Mercedes to a nail-biting victory in Sunday’s Brazilian 
Grand Prix, a triumph that clinched the constructors’ 
championship for a fifth consecutive season for the team. 

• Croatia wins the 2018 Davis Cup, beating France 3-1 

 Croatia defeated the defending champion France in the final 
of 2018 Davis Cup organized by BNP Paribas (Banque 
Nationale de Paris) for secure the title second time after 13 
years. 

• Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton wins Abu Dhabi Grand Prix 

 On November 25th 2018, five-time world champion, 
Lewis Hamilton signed off the season in style and kept 
the Mercedes dominance by winning at the Abu Dhabi 
Grand Prix — the 21st and final race of the 2018 F1 
calendar at the Yas Marina Circuit, Abu Dhabi. 

• 2018 ICC Women’s World Twenty20 (9th Nov to 24th 
Nov) 

 The Sixth Edition of International Cricket Council (ICC) 
Women’s T20 World Cup was hosted by the defending 
champion West Indies. It was the second ICC Women’s 
World Twenty20 hosted was West Indies after 2010 edition. 
10 Countries participated and total 23 matches were played 
in the event. 

 Highlights 

 i. Australia defeated England by eight wickets in the final 
held in Antigua to secure their fourth Women’s World 
Twenty20 title. England scored 105 in the final which was 
easily chased by Australia with the loss of only 2 wickets in 
15.1 Overs. 
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 ii. Australia’s Alyssa Healy was named the player of the 

tournament. 

 iii. India’s quest for a maiden ICC Women’s World T20 title 
ended with an eight-wicket defeat against England in the 
Semi-Finals of the ICC Women’s World T20. 

 Key Points 

 i. Harmanpreet Captained Indian team in ICC Women’s 
World T20. 

 ii. India’s Men Cricket Team captain Virat Kohli launched 
“Jersey knows no gender” campaign to support women’s 
team in the event. 

 iii. The Tournament will be broadcasted live in more than 
200 countries for the first 

• Azim Premji conferred highest French civilian Honour 

 On 28th November 2018, Global Software Major Wipro’s 
Chairman Azim Premji was conferred with Highest French 
Civilian Award “Chevalier del la Legion d’Honneur” which 
means “Knight of the Legion of Honour” by the French 
Ambassador to India Mr. Alexandre Ziegler. 

 The award is presented the Azim Premji for his Contribution 
towards developing Information Technology (IT) industry in 
India, his economic outreach in France and his contribution 
towards society through Azim Premji Foundation and 
University. 

• Asian of The Year award for Kerala flood rescue 

 Indian Navy commander Vijay Varma and captain P. 
Rajkumar were among those honoured at the ‘Asian of The 
Year’ awards here on Wednesday, acknowledging their 
selfless service and bravery in rescue operations during the 
Kerala floods. 

• Maryse Conde won New Academy Prize in Literature 

 This award was created after the Swedish Academy 
postponed this year’s Nobel prize for literature following a 
rape scandal. He will receive £87,000 cash prize that was 

raised from crowdfunding and donations, at the award 
ceremony on 9 December 2018, a day before the Nobel 
award ceremony. She is 81 years old.    

• Anna Burns Wins 2018 Man Booker Prize For Her Novel 
Milkman 

 The book is about an 18-year-old girl, known as "middle 
sister", who is sexually harassed by an older paramilitary 
figure, called the "milkman".  About Man Booker Prize The 
Man Booker Prize for Fiction (formerly known as the 
Booker–McConnell Prize and commonly known simply as the 
Booker Prize) is a literary prize awarded each year for the 
best original novel written in the English language and 
published in the UK. 

OCTOBER 

• The Government of India (GoI) has decided to observe 
September as National Nutrition Month (NNM) across 
country to mark the fight against malnutrition 

 The Government of India (GoI) will observe September as 
National Nutrition Month (NNM) across the country to mark 
the fight against malnutrition. During this month, various 
programmes have been organized by the Women and Child 
Development (WCD) Ministry to spread broad awareness on 
the issues related to malnutrition like stunting, under-
nutrition, anaemia and low birth weight in children. 

• Tamilnadu government has announced a novel scheme 
for the protection of the exotic Neela kurinji plants 

 The Tamil Nadu government has announced a novel scheme 
for the protection of the exotic Neela kurinji (Strobilanthus 
kunthianus) plants that flower only once in 12 years. This 
came after the complaints of packaging and selling of these 
rare and ecologically unique flowers on commercial basis. 
The state department has warned that strict fines will be 
imposed in offenders. 

• Andhra Pradesh has topped the charts among States in 
terms of “2018 Ease of Living Index” rankings launched 
by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs : Andhra 
Pradesh 
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 Andhra Pradesh has topped the charts among States in terms 

of “2018 Ease of Living Index” rankings launched by the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA). Odisha 
and Madhya Pradesh bagged second and third best 
performing awards. 

• Hyderabad Metro has become the 2nd largest Metro Rail 
(MR) network in India 

 Recently, L&T Metro Rail Hyderabad Limited has 
commissioned a 16 km stretch of elevated metro & hence 
completed one full stretch of the three corridor Hyderabad 
Metro Rail (HMR) project. Now, the total stretch of 
Hyderabad metro will be 46 km. With this, it has become the 
2nd largest operational metro rail network in India after the 
Delhi Metro. 

• Section 57 of Aadhaar Act has been struck down by 
Supreme Court that permit private entities to avail 
Aadhaar data 

 The Supreme Court of India (SCI) declared the Centre’s 
flagship Aadhaar scheme as constitutionally valid for filing 
of IT returns and allotment of Permanent Account Number 
(PAN), but struck down some of its provisions including its 
linking with bank accounts, mobile phones and school 
admissions. 

• Project Unnati is related to: Development of Ports. 

 Project UNNATI is an initiative by the Ministry of Shipping. 
It aims to enhance the operational and financial 
performance of the 12 major ports with selected Indian 
private ports and best-in-class international ports. Under 
Project UNNATI 116 initiatives have been identified for 
various major ports.  

• M C Marry Kom has been named as the brand 
ambassador of Tribes India 

 Recently, Five-time world champion boxer MC Mary Kom 
has been named as the brand ambassador of Tribes India – 
an initiative of Ministry of Tribal Affairs to promote tribal 
artefacts. Apart from this, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs 
launched the “Punch Tantra” collection to promote tribal 
artefacts. 

• NITI Aayog has recently signed pact with oracle to curb 
the distribution of fake drugs using blockchain 

 NITI Aayog has signed a Statement of Intent (SoI) with cloud 
services provider Oracle to curb the distribution of fake 

drugs using new technologies. Apollo Hospitals and Strides 
Pharma Sciences will partner in this effort. The partners will 
pilot a real drug supply chain using blockchain decentralized 
ledger and Internet of Things (IoT) software. 

• IIsc Bengaluru is the India’s best institute, according to 
the Times Higher Education (THE) World University 
Rankings 2019 

 No Indian institution figures in the top 250 of the Times 
Higher Education’s (THE) world university rankings 2019. 
Though, the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in Bengaluru 
has retained its position as the highest-ranked centre in 
India. 

• India’s GDP growth forecast for 2018 is 7.0% according 
to UNCTAD’s latest report “Trade and Development 
Report” 

 The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) has expected India’s economy to grow 7.0% in 
calendar year 2018 compared with 6.2% in 2017. As per the 
report “Trade and Development”, the effects of 
demonetization are still evident in private consumption 
trends within the economy. 

• India’s tallest National flag from the average city 
elevation has recently installed in Guwahati  

 On the 149th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, Assam 
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal hoisted India’s tallest 
National Flag from the average city elevation at the Gandhi 
Mandap in Guwahati. The 9,600 sq ft flag stands on a 319.5 
ft flag pole at Gandhi Mandap, a memorial for Mahatma 
Gandhi atop the Sarania Hill in the heart of Assam’s 
principal city. 

• MDU Rohtak has been declared the cleanest government 
university in the Swachh Campus ranking 2018 

 The Union Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister, 
Prakash Javadekar has recently announced the “Swachh 
Campus rankings 2018” under different category . In it, 
Haryana’s Maharshi Dayanand University (MDU) has been 
declared the cleanest government varsity by the HRD 
Ministry, followed by Guru Nanak Dev University Amritsar.  

• The 10th Biennial International Exhibition & Conference 
“India Chem 2018” was held in Mumbai  

 The 10th Biennial International Exhibition & Conference 
“India Chem 2018” was held in Mumbai, Maharashtra. The 
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conference was jointly organised by the Department of 
Chemicals and Petrochemicals and Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI). 

• 28th is the India’s rank in Visa’s 2018 Government e-
Payment Adoption Ranking (GEAR) 

 India has been ranked 28th among 73 countries in the Visa’s 
2018 Government e-Payment Adoption Ranking (GEAR). 
The 2018 GEAR is an Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) 
global Index and benchmarking study commissioned by Visa. 
This is the third edition of the study after those in 2007 and 
2011.  

• Odisha government has recently launched the Nirman 
Kusuma programme 

 Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has recently launched 
the Nirman Kusuma scheme for providing financial 
assistance to the children of construction workers for their 
technical education in the State. In it, an ITI student will be 
entitled to get financial assistance of Rs. 23,600 & a diploma 
student to get Rs. 26,300 per annum. 

• Infosys has recently announced Rs 1.5 crores Aarohan 
Social Innovation Awards (ASIA) to push innovation in 
social work 

 Recently, Infosys Foundation announced Rs 1.5 crores 
Aarohan Social Innovation Awards (ASIA) to push 
innovation in social work following increase in funds under 
the government rules. The awards would be given in six 
categories including healthcare, rural development and 
destitute care. 

• Shashi Tharoor is the author of the book “The 
Paradoxical Prime Minister: Narendra Modi And His 
India 

 The book “The Paradoxical Prime Minister: Narendra Modi 
And His India” has been authored by Congress 
parliamentarian Shashi Tharoor. It is divided in five sections 
comprising 50 chapters & was released on 26th October 
2018. The first section takes a close look at Modi’s life and 
times. 

• 81st is the India’s rank at the 2018 Henley Passport Index 

 India has been ranked 81st at the 2018 Henley Passport 
Index with visa-free or visa-on-arrival access to 60 
destinations. The strength of the passport is determined by 
the number of countries a country gives free access to. The 

index is updated in real-time, as and when visa-policy 
changes come intoeffect. As per the 2018 index, Indians have 
access to travel without a visa to 60 countries – which 
includes Bhutan, Mauritius, Nepal, Fiji, among others. 

• 147th is the India’s rank in the 2018 Oxfam world 
inequality index 

 India has been ranked 147th among 157 countries at the UK-
based charity Oxfam International’s ‘Commitment to 
Reducing Inequality (CRI) Index’ 2018. The 2nd edition of 
the annual index finds that countries such as South Korea, 
Namibia and Uruguay are taking strong steps to reduce 
inequality. 

• UAE hosted to the 3rd edition of International Business 
Conference ‘MahaBiz 2018 

 The 3rd edition of acclaimed International Business 
Conference ‘MahaBiz 2018’ has been held in Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) on 12th and 13th October 2018. 
MahaBiz is considered a bridge for business opportunities 
between Maharashtra state and Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) region. GCC is political and economic alliance of 
six middle eastern countries. It includes Saudi Arabia , UAE 
, Kuwait , Oman , Bahrain and Qatar. 

• Nepal  is set to become the world’s first country to 
double its tiger population 

 Nepal is set to become the world’s first country to double its 
tiger population. On the occasion of 2018 National 
Conservation Day (NCD), Nepal announced that there are 
now an estimated 235 wild tigers in the country, nearly 
doubling the baseline of around 121 tigers in 2009. 
According to a press release issued by WWF-Nepal, if these 
trends continue, Nepal could become the first country to 
double its national tiger population since the launch of 
ambitious TX2 goal at the St Petersburg Tiger Summit in 
2010 to double the world’s wild tiger population by 2022. 

• World Bank has approved Country Partnership 
Framework (CPF) for India to support its transition to 
higher middle- income country 

 The World Bank has approved an ambitious 5-year Country 
Partnership Framework (CPF) for India, which aligns with 
New Delhi’s objectives of high, sustainable and inclusive 
growth. The move is aimed at supporting India’s transition 
from a low-middle income to a high-middle income country 
by addressing some of its key development priorities such as 
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resource efficient and inclusive growth, job creation and 
building its human capital. 

• Ibrahim Mohamed Solih has won the 2018 Presidential 
Election of Maldives 

 Opposition leader Ibrahim Mohamed Solih has won the 
2018 presidential election of Maldives. He will take office 
on 17th November 2018, after having defeated President 
Abdulla Yameen in the election. The Maldives is a key 
battleground in the rivalry between China and India. 

• Canada hosted the first-ever women-only foreign 
minister conference 

 The first-ever women-only foreign minister conference was 
held in Montreal, Canada on September 21-22, 2018 . The 
aim of the conference was to highlight women’s key role in 
politics and decision-making processes. The meeting was 
co-chaired by Canada’s top diplomat Chrystia Freeland, 
and the foreign affairs representative of the EU, Federica 
Mogherini. 

• India has made alliance with United States  to eliminate 
TB 

 India has made alliance with United States in public and 
private sectors to combat the menace of Tuberculosis (TB). 
The formation of ‘USAID-India End TB Alliance’ was 
formally announced by the US Agency for International 
Development (USAID) administrator Mark Green in 
presence of Union Health Minister J P Nadda in New York. 

• Tourism and the Digital Transformation is the theme of 
the 2018 World Tourism Day (WTD) 

 The World Tourism Day (WTD) is observed every year on 
September 27 to raise awareness among the international 
community of the importance of tourism and its social, 
cultural, political and economic value. The 2018 theme is 
“Tourism and the Digital Transformation”. 

• Ayush Information Cell has recently set up by the 
Government of India (GoI) in Romania  

 Recently, the Ministry of AYUSH has set up an AYUSH 
Information Cell at the premises of the Indian Embassy in 
Romania to disseminate authentic information about 
AYUSH system of medicine. The AYUSH Information Cell 
in Romania will also be helpful to create awareness about 
the traditional Indian system of medicine.  

• The joint Multi – National Maritime Exercise 
“IBSAMAR 2018” has kicked off in South Africa  

 The 6th edition of joint Multi – National Maritime Exercise 
“IBSAMAR 2018” between the Indian, Brazilian and South 
African Navies has started at Simon Town, South Africa from 
1st Oct 2018. The aim of the 13-day exercise is to undertake 
collective training for participating navies, building inter-
operability and mutual understanding as well as sharing of 
best practices. 

• Nagoya city is host to the 5th edition of Asian Para 
Games in 2026 

 The Asian Para Games is a multi-sport event regulated by 
the Asian Paralympic Committee that held every four years 
after every Asian Games for athlete with physical 
disabilities. Japan will host the 5th edition of Asian Para 
Games in 2026 in Nagoya. The 4th Asian Para Games 2022 
will be hosted by Hangzhou, China. 

• India to host the 2018 Women’s Boxing World 
Championship 

 India will host the Women’s Boxing World Championships 
after more than a decade, which is scheduled to be held in 
New Delhi from November 15-24, 2018. The teams will have 
to be in the national capital by November 13, with the 
competition starting two days later. 

• Caroline Marine has won the women’s singles 2018 
China Open badminton title 

 Carolina Marin from Spain has won the women’s singles 
2018 China Open badminton title. In the final, she defeated 
Chen Yufei in Changzhou, China. Earlier, in 2018, she won 
the BWF World Championships for the third time and 
became the first ever female badminton athlete to have 
achieved this feat.  

• Luka Modric has been named The 2018 Best FIFA Men’s 
Player 

 Luka Modric, who led Croatia to their first-ever FIFA World 
Cup final, was named The Best FIFA Men’s Player at the 
Best FIFA Football Awards in London . Modric won the 
Champions League for the third time in a row with his club 
“Real Madrid” in May 2018 before leading Croatia to the 
2018 World Cup final , where they lost 4-2 to France. 
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• Manu Bhaker has been named as the flag-bearer of the 

Indian contingent for the 3rd Youth Olympic Games 
2018 

 Teenage shooting star Manu Bhaker has been named as the 
flag-bearer of the Indian contingent for the 3rd Youth 
Olympic Games to be held at Buenos Aires in Argentina from 
October 6-18. Goa Olympic Association Secretary Gurudutta 
D Bhakta will be the Chef-de-Mission of the contingent. 

• M Thanganvellu has been named as the flag-bearer of the 
Indian contingent for the 3rd Paralympic Asian games 
2018 

 Rio Paralympic gold medallist Thangvellu Mariyappan has 
been named as flag-bearer of the Indian contingent for the 
3rd Paralympic Asian games to be held in Jakarta, Indonesia 
from October 6-13. India will field its biggest ever 
contingent of 302 members including athletes, coaches, 
support staff, escorts and officials. 

• Sandeep Chaudhary clinched India’s first gold medal at 
the 2018 Jakarta Asian Para Games 

 Javelin thrower Sandeep Chaudhary has clinched India’s 
first gold medal at the 2018 Jakarta Asian Para Games with 
a best throw of 60.01m in Indonesia . In the 49kg men’s 
powerlifting event, Farman Basha claimed the silver and 
Paramjeet Kumar won the bronze. 

• Pullela Gopichand has been honoured with the Ramineni 
Foundation’s outstanding person award 

 Badminton coach Pullela Gopichand has been honoured 
with the Ramineni Foundation’s Outstanding Person award. 
The award was presented by Vice President M Venkaiah 
Naidu. He also presented special awards to Telugu literary 
wizard Garikapati Narasimha Rao, film director Nag Ashwin 
Reddy and writer C Venkata Ramana. 

• Manu Bhaker has become the first shooter from India to 
claim a gold at the 2018 Summer Youth Olympics 

 Shooter Manu Bhaker has become the first shooter from 
India to claim a gold at the 3rd edition of Summer Youth 
Olympics in Buenos Aires, Argentina . he finished on top of 
the podium in women’s 10m air pistol event with a score of 

236.5. With this, she also became the first Indian woman to 
win Gold in the ongoing event. 

• State Bank of India  has allowed depositors to withdraw 
cash from its Point of Sale (PoS) devices 

 In a bid to ease the cash crunch, the State Bank of India 
(SBI) has decided to allow depositors to withdraw cash 
from its Point of Sale (PoS) devices available with 
merchants. 

• INDIA is the highest recipient of remittances in 2017, as 
per World Bank (WB)’s latest report “Migration and 
Development Brief” 

 As per World Bank (WB)’s latest report “Migration and 
Development Brief”, India is the highest recipient of 
remittances globally in 2017 with $69 billion, followed by 
China ($64 billion), the Philippines ($33 billion), Mexico 
($31 billion), Nigeria ($22 billion), and Egypt ($20 billion). 

• ICICI Bank has launched instant overdraft ‘InstaOD’ 
facility for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) 

 The ICICI Bank has launched instant overdraft ‘InstaOD’ 
facility for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) 
in a completely online and paperless manner. Customers 
can get overdraft facility up to Rs 15 lakh for a year 
anytime, anywhere using the bank’s Internet and mobile 
banking app. 

• SBI has signed pact with India Mortgage Guarantee 
Corporation (IMGC) to offer mortgage guarantee 
backed home loan 

 The State Bank of India (SBI) has recently signed a pact 
with India Mortgage Guarantee Corporation (IMGC) to 
offer mortgage guarantee scheme for prospective non-
salaried and self-employed home loan customers. The 
offering will help increase home loan eligibility up to 15% 
within the regulatory norms. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently raised 
currency derivative trade limit to 100 Million US Dollars  
for residents and foreign portfolio investors 
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 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has raised exposure limit 

under Exchange Traded Currency Derivatives (ETCD) 
trading for residents and foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
to $100 million across all currency pairs involving the 
Indian rupee. 

• Bank of Baroda has recently signed a MoU with 
POORTI Agri Services Pvt. Ltd to enable the farmers to 
purchase agricultural inputs 

 The Bank of Baroda (BoB) has signed a MoU with POORTI 
Agri Services Pvt. Ltd to enable the farmers to purchase 
agricultural inputs such as fertilizers, pesticides, seeds etc. 
provided by POORTI. This is a Platform for Online 
Ordering & Rural Transformation of India known as 
“POORTI”. 

• According to Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s annual 
data, Mauritius has topped the India’s FDI chart in 
FY18 

 According to Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s annual data, 
Mauritius accounted for the largest source of Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) into India in the financial year 
FY18 followed by Singapore. The data shows that the total 
India’s FDI stood at $37.36 billion in the FY18, which is a 
marginal rise over the $36.31 billion recorded in the 
previous fiscal FY17. 

• Sunil Mehta has been elected as the new chairman of the 
Indian Banks Association (IBA) 

 Sunil Mehta, the MD &chief executive of Punjab National 
Bank (PNB), has been elected as the new chairman of the 
Indian Banks Association (IBA) for 2018-19. Apart from 
him, Dinabandhu Mohapatra, MD & CEO of Bank of India 
(BoI), has been elected as IBA’s Deputy Chairman. 

• Under Banking Regulation Act, the Internal 
Ombudsman (IO) scheme 2018 gives statutory powers to 
Internal Ombudsman 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently introduced 
Internal Ombudsman (IO) scheme 2018 to tighten internal 
grievance redressal system at Scheduled Commercial Banks 
(SCBs). In it, RBI has given statutory powers to Internal 

Ombudsman (IO) under section 35 A of the Banking 
Regulation Act, 1949. 

• India’s ranks 100th in World Bank’s Doing Business 
Report 2018 

 In World Bank’s recently released Doing Business (DB) 
Report 2018 titled as ‘Doing Business 2018: Reforming to 
Create Jobs’, India leapfrogged to 100th among 190 
countries.India has jumped over 30 ranks to attain 100th 
spot from 130th position in 2017 Ease of Doing Business 
Index. Its score also increased from 56.05 in 2017 to 60.76 
in Doing Business 2018.  

• Ramesh Abhishek will head the panel of secretaries to 
look into the issues raised on some proposals of the draft 
e-commerce policy 

 The Government of India (GoI) has set up a group of 
secretaries to look into the issues raised on some proposals 
of the draft e-commerce policy. The group will be chaired 
by Ramesh Abhishek, the secretary in the Department of 
Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP). The development 
comes at a time when the DIPP has effectively ruled out 
FDI in inventory based ecommerce models. 

• India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has tied up with FSS 
software company to create payments network for 
unorganized retail 

 The India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has partnered with 
Financial Software and Systems (FSS) to create payments 
network for unorganized retail. FSS is a payments 
technology company that enables micro-merchants to 
accept payments online, or via Unified Payments Interface 
(UPI), Quick-Response (QR) codes, Aadhaar and IPPB 
accounts. 

• The Government of India (GoI) has proposed to merge 
BOB , Vijaya Bank & Dena Bank  to create India’s third 
largest lender 

 The Government of India (GoI) has proposed to merge 
state-owned Vijaya Bank, Dena Bank and Bank of Baroda 
(BoB) to create India’s third largest lender as parts of 
reforms in the public sector banking segment. The decision 
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was taken at the meeting of a ministerial panel headed by 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley which oversees merger 
proposals of state-owned banks. 

• Udyam Abhilasha national level entrepreneurship 
awareness campaign has been launched by SIDBI 

 On the 149th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, the 
Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has 
launched a National Level Entrepreneurship Awareness 
Campaign – Udyam Abhilasha, in 115 aspirational districts 
identified by NITI Aayog in 28 States. 

• Narendra Modi has been awarded with the UN’s highest 
environmental honour ‘Champions of the Earth 2018’ 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been awarded with the 
UN’s highest environmental honour ‘Champions of the Earth 
2018’ for his leadership of the International Solar Alliance 
(ISA) and pledge to eliminate single use plastic in India by 
2022.  

• The 2018 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine has been 
awarded jointly to James P Allison and Tasuku Honjo for 
the discovery of Immunotherapy  cancer therapy 

 The 2018 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine has been 
awarded jointly to Dr. James P. Allison of the United States 
and Dr. Tasuku Honjo of Japan for their discovery of cancer 
therapy by inhibition of negative immune regulation. Both 
the doctors, working separately, showed in the 1990s how 
certain proteins act as “brakes” on the immune system’s T-
cells, limiting their ability to attack cancer cells, and that 
suppressing those proteins could transform the body’s ability 
to fight cancer. 

• Injeti Sriniwas heads the high-level committee on 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 

 The Union Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) has recently 
constituted an 11-member high-level committee on 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) to review the existing 
framework and guide and formulate the roadmap for a 
coherent policy on CSR under the companies law. 

• Dona Strickland physicists has won the 2018 Nobel Prize 
in Physics 

 American scientist Arthur Ashkin, French engineer Gerard 
Mourou and Canadian professor Donna Strickland have 
been awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics for their work in 
the field of laser physics. Dr. Ashkin has been awarded the 

Prize “for the optical tweezers and their application to 
biological systems. 

• Francis H Arnold women scientists has won the 2018 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry 

 The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences awarded the Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry 2018 with one half to Frances H. Arnold 
“for the directed evolution of enzymes” and the other half 
jointly to George P. Smith and British scientist Sir Gregory 
P. Winter “for the phage display of peptides and 
antibodies”. 

• Denis Mukwege gynecologist has been named winner of 
the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize 

 The 2018 Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to Dr. Denis 
Mukwege and Nadia Murad for their efforts to end the use of 
sexual violence as a weapon of war and armed conflict. Dr. 
Mukwege, a gynecologist in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, is the helper who has devoted his life to defending 
victims of war-time sexual violence. 

• William Nordhaus and Paul Romer have been awarded 
the 2018 Nobel Prize for Economics 

 US duo William D. Nordhaus and Paul M. Romer have won 
the 2018 Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences for 
research “about innovation, climate and and economic 
growth”. Laureate Romer was honoured for his work on the 
endogenous growth theory, which has generated vast 
amounts of new research into the regulations and policies 
that encourage new ideas and long-term prosperity. 

• Veena Shendre has been chosen as India’s first ‘Miss 
Trans Queen 

 Veena Sendre from Chhattisgarh has been chosen as India’s 
first ‘Miss Trans Queen’. She defeated Namita Ammu of 
Tamil Nadu to claim the title at the national-level beauty 
contest organised in Mumbai on October 7. Sendre, a former 
Miss Chhattisgarh, belongs to Mandir Hasaud village in 
Raipur. 

• Sunil Bhaskaran has been appointed as the new CEO & 
MD of low cost carrier AirAsia India 

 Tata Group veteran Sunil Bhaskaran has been appointed as 
the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and Managing 
Director (MD) of low cost carrier AirAsia India with effect 
from November 15, 2018. He will oversee the next phase of 
expansion and growth of the company, AirAsia India said in 
a statement. 
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• Jaya Prada has been appointed goodwill ambassador for 

Nepal tourism 

 The Government of Nepal has appointed former Member of 
Parliament and renowned Indian actress Jaya Prada as 
Goodwill Ambassador for tourism and culture for four years. 
Tourism is one of the important sources of employment and 
income generation in Nepal and India is the biggest source 
market for  Nepal. As per officials, the appointment of Jaya 
Prada will strengthen age old cultural ties between the two 
countries and help in promoting Nepal’s tourism in India. 

• Anil Kumar Chaudhary has been appointed as the 
chairman of the Steel Authority of India (SAIL) 

 Anil Kumar Chaudhary has been appointed the new 
chairman of the Steel Authority of India (SAIL) till his 
superannuation in December 2020. He succeeded P K Singh. 
Prior to this, Chaudhary has been serving as the Director 
(Finance) at SAIL. Beside him, PK Rath has been appointed 
as new CMD of the Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Limited (RINL). 
Rath is presently the Director (operations) in RINL. 

• Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas is the newly-appointed 
Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) 

 For the first time in India’s strategic atomic energy sector, 
the transfer of power at the highest level took place in a 
foreign country. Kamlesh Nilakanth Vyas, the newly-
appointed Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission 
(AEC) took charge from incumbent Sekhar Basu in Vienna, 
Austria.  

• Ranjana Prakash Desai heads the Lokpal Search 
Committee to recommend the chairperson and members 
of the anti-corruption ombudsman Lokpal 

 The Union government has recently constituted an 8-member 
Lokpal Search Committee under the Chairmanship of former 
Supreme Court Judge, Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai, to 
recommend the chairperson and members of the anti-
corruption ombudsman Lokpal. 

• Surjit S Bhalla heads the High Level Advisory Group 
(HLAG) to look into global trade challenges 

 Commerce Minister Suresh Prabhu has recently approved 
the constitution of a High Level Advisory Group (HLAG) to 
look into the opportunities and ways to address the ongoing 
challenges in the global trade scenario. The HLAG will be 
headed by Surjit S. Bhalla, Director of Oxus Research and 
Investments.  

• Rajni Kant Mishra has been appointed the new Director-
General of Border Security Force (BSF) 

 Rajni Kant Mishra, a 1984 batch Indian Police Service 
officer of Uttar Pradesh cadre, has been appointed the new 
Director-General of Border Security Security Force (BSF). 
He will succeed K.K. Sharma, who is superannuating on 
September 30, 2018. Mr. Mishra has been shifted from the 
Sashastra Seema Bal.  

• Susane Giti has been appointed the first-ever female 
major general in the 47 years history of Bangladesh 

 Dr Susane Giti has been appointed the first-ever female 
major general in the 47 years history of Bangladesh. She was 
presented with the rank badge of Major General by 
Bangladesh Army chief General Aziz Ahmed and Quarter 
Master General Lt General Md Shamsul Haque.  

• Gita Gopinath Indian origin personality has been named 
as Chief Economist of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) 

 Gita Gopinath, professor at Harvard University, has been 
appointed chief economist of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). The India-born economist will succeed Maurice 
(Maury) Obstfeld, who is to retire at the end of 2018.With 
this, Gopinath will become the 2nd Indian after former RBI 
Governor Raghuram Rajan to be appointed to the position. 

• Sushil Modi will head the Group of Ministers (GoM) to 
examine modalities for ‘calamity tax’ under GST 

 The Government of India (GoI) has recently constituted a 7-
member ministerial panel headed by Bihar Deputy Chief 
Minister Sushil Modi to examine modalities for revenue 
mobilisation in case of natural calamities and disasters. The 
panel would submit its report to the GST Council by October 
31. 

• Pravin Srivastava has been appointed the Chief 
Statistician of India (CSI) 

 Pravin Srivastava, the 1983-batch Indian Statistical Service 
officer, has been appointed as new Chief Statistician of India 
(CSI). This appointment comes into effect from the date of his 
assuming charge of the post till the date of his 
superannuation (August 31, 2020) or until further orders, 
whichever is earlier. 

• Pankaj Sharma has been appointed India’s Ambassador 
to UN Conference on Disarmament 

 Pankaj Sharma has been appointed India’s Ambassador & 
permanent representative to United Nations Conference on 
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Disarmament in Geneva. Sharma is Sharma is currently the 
joint secretary (Disarmament and International Security 
Division) in the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA). He will 
replace Amandeep Gill .  

• Vikram Limaye has been appointed the Chairman of the 
Working Committee (WoCo) and Director on the Board 
of the World Federation of Exchange 

 Vikram Limaye, the MD and CEO of National Stock 
Exchange’s (NSE), has been appointed the Chairman of the 
Working Committee (WoCo) and Director on the Board of 
the World Federation of Exchanges (WFE). The decision was 
taken at the global body’s 58th general assembly and annual 
meeting that is currently underway in Athens, Greece. 

• R N Ravi has been appointed the new deputy National 
Security Advisor (NSA) 

 R N Ravi, the former Chairman of the Joint Intelligence 
Committee (JIC), has been redesignated as the deputy 
National Security Advisor (NSA). He is also the Central 
government interlocutor for talks with Naga insurgent group 
National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN-IM) and will 
continue to be centre’s interlocutor for Nagaland. 

• Ajit Doval will chair the high-level Strategic Policy 
Group (SPG) to assist National Security Council (NSC) to 
review the security affairs of the country 

 The Union government has constituted the high-level 
Strategic Policy Group (SPG) to assist the National Security 
Council (NSC), which advises the prime minister on matters 
of national security and strategic interests. The SPG will be 
chaired by National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval and 
its members include the NITI Aayog vice chairman, the 
cabinet secretary, the chiefs of the three defence services.  

• Tushar Mehta has been appointed the new Solicitor 
General of India 

 Senior Advocate Tushar Mehta has been appointed as 
Solicitor General of India (SGI). He will remain in office till 
30th of June, 2020 or till further orders. Mr Mehta is 
currently serving as the Additional Solicitor General. The 
post of Solicitor General was vacant since October last year 
after the resignation of Ranjit Kumar.  

• Shamsher Singh Bisht, the noted statehood agitator of 
uttrakhand has passed away  

 Dr. Shamsher Singh Bisht (71), the noted statehood agitator 
of Uttarakhand, has passed away in Almora. Apart from 
being actively involved in the Uttarakhand statehood 

movement, he struggled all his life to save the forests and 
rivers of the state.  

• Thampi Kannanthanam, who passed away recently, was 
associated to Malyalam Cinema  

 Thampi Kannanthanam (64), the noted Malayalam film 
director, has recently passed away in Kochi, Kerala . He was 
most active during the period 1980-90. His most notable 
directorial films include Rajavinte Makan, 
Vazhiyorakazchakal, Bhoomiyile Rajakkanmar, Indrajaalam, 
Naadody, Chukkan, and Maanthrikam. 

• Natwar Thakkar, who passed away recently, was the 
renowned Gandhian from Nagaland  

 Eminent Gandhian Natwar Thakkar (86), popularly known 
as ‘Nagaland’s Gandhi’, has passed away in Guwahati on 
October 7, 2018. The social activist had founded the 
Nagaland Gandhi Ashram at Chuchuyimlang village in 
Mokokchung district. His efforts to spread Gandhian 
philosophy and peace had earned him the sobriquet 
‘Nagaland’s Gandhi’. 

• M N Paloor, who passed away recently, was the 
modernist poet of Malyalam  

  Well-known Malayalam poet Paloor Madhavan 
Namboothiri (86), popularly known as M N Paloor, has 
passed away at Kovoor, Kerala on October 9, 2018. Paloor, 
one of the early poets to have modern views, is the author of 
some of the finest Malayalam poems of the latter half of the 
20th century. 

• Kishour Giri, who passed away recently, was the noted 
singer and music director from Assam  

 Kishour Giri (63), the noted Assamese singer and music 
director, has passed away in Guwahati . He lent his voice to 
various social issues. He would often be seen on the streets 
of Guwahati, strumming a guitar and singing or raising his 
voice against the many evils that plague the society. 

 

SEPTEMBER 

• The Government of India (GoI) has decided to observe 
September as National Nutrition Month (NNM) across 
country to mark the fight against malnutrition 

 The Government of India (GoI) will observe September as 
National Nutrition Month (NNM) across the country to mark 
the fight against malnutrition. During this month, various 
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programmes have been organized by the Women and Child 
Development (WCD) Ministry to spread broad awareness on 
the issues related to malnutrition like stunting, under-
nutrition, anaemia and low birth weight in children. 

• Rajasthan  has decided to provide free mobile phones to 
women of BPL families 

  In a bid to boost Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s flagship 
‘Digital India’ campaign, the Rajasthan government has 
decided to provide free mobile phones to women of Below 
Poverty Line (BPL) families under the Bhamashah Yojana. 
The aim of the scheme is to transfer financial and non-
financial benefits of government schemes in a transparent 
manner. 

• The Government of India (GoI) has approved a proposal 
by the Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) 
to increase wages of artisans by over 36%.  

 The Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) has approved a proposal by the Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission (KVIC) to increase the wages of 
artisans by over 36%, from Rs 5.50 per hank previously to Rs 
7.50 per hank. The proposal for an increase in wages to 
khadi spinners along with payment of government subsidy — 
Modified Market Development Assistance (MMDA) — has 
been approved with effect from August 15, 2018. 

• Under  article 169, the Odisha Assembly has passed a 
resolution for establishing Legislative Council (Vidhan 
Parishad) in the state 

 Odisha Assembly has passed a resolution for establishing 
Legislative Council ( Vidhan Parishad or second House of 
legislature). As per the resolution, the proposed Council will 
function similar to the Rajya Sabha in Parliament and will 
have 49 members. In every two years, one-third member of 
the Legislative Council will retire. 

• India’s longest rail-cum-road bridge “Bogibeel” will 
come up over Brahmputra River  

 The Bogibeel Bridge is a combined road and rail bridge over 
the Brahmaputra River in Assam, which is expected to 
complete at the end of 2018. Sited about 17 km downstream 
of Dibrugarh town, the 4.94km bridge will facilitate road 
and rail connectivity between the north and south banks of 
the Brahmaputra in the eastern part of Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

• The Indo-US military training Exercise “Yudh Abhyas 
2018” was held at Uttrakhand  

 The 14th edition of the joint military exercise “Yudh Abhyas 
2018” will be conducted between India and United States in 
the foothills of Himalayas at Chaubattia in Uttarakhand 
from September 16 to 29. The exercise will simulate a 
scenario where both nations will work together in counter 
insurgency and counter terrorism environment in 
mountainous terrain under United Nation charter. 

• Delhi has launched India’s first scheme for doorstep 
delivery of essential government services 

 The Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has rolled 
out its ambitious project to deliver public services at the 
doorstep of residents. It’s first of kind service in the country 
for doorstep delivery of essential government services. From 
driving licences to marriage certificates, Delhiites can now 
apply for 40 government documents to be delivered at their 
homes for a fee of Rs. 50per service. 

• NITI Aayog has collaborated with Intel to set up a Model 
International Center for Transformative Artificial 
Intelligence (ICTAI) 

 NITI Aayog has collaborated with Intel and Tata Institute of 
Fundamental Research (TIFR) to set up a Model 
International Center for Transformative Artificial 
Intelligence (ICTAI). The collaboration aims to bring 
together fundamental and applied research, innovation and 
technology development to solve important problems. 

• The first-ever tripartite meeting among India, Iran and 
Afghanistan was held in Kabul  
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 India, Iran and Afghanistan held their first tripartite meeting 

in Kabul during which implementation of the Chabahar port 
project and a host of other  issues discussed. The Indian 
delegation was led by Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale 
while the Iranian team was headed by Deputy Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi. 

• Tamilnadu government has banned the manufacture, sale 
and possession of e-cigarettes 

 The Tamil Nadu government has banned the manufacture, 
sale (including online sale), distribution, trade, display, 
marketing, import and possession of Electronic Nicotine 
Delivery Systems (ENDS), which are popularly known as e-
cigarettes, with an immediate effect in the state. The 
government order stated that it is a myth that e-cigarettes 
are less harmful than beedis and cigarettes.  

• The agricultural festival of Nuakhai has started in 
Odisha  

 The agricultural festival of Nuakhai has started in Odisha on 
13th September 2018. The word ‘nua’ means new and ‘khai’ 
means food, so the name means the farmers are in possession 
of the newly harvested rice. The festival is seen as a new ray 
of hope, held the day after the Ganesha Chaturthi festival 
During this harvest festival of western Odisha, new produce 
Nabannis offered to presiding deities. 

• 130th is the India’s ranks in the latest UN’s Human 
Development Index (HDI) report 2018 

 India has been ranked 130 among 189 countries in the latest 
Human Development Index (HDI) report 2018, which is 
released by the United Nations Development Programme. As 
per report, between 1990 and 2017, India’s HDI value saw a 
50% increase from 0.427 to 0.640, an indicator of the 
country’sremarkable achievement in lifting millions of 
people out of poverty. Norway, Switzerland, Australia, 
Ireland and Germany led the ranking.  

• India to Host  the World chefs’ congress 2018 

 The first edition of the World Heritage Cuisine Summit and 
food festival will be held at the Qila Gobindgarh in Amritsar, 
Punjab from October 12-14. It will be organise by the World 
Cultural Culinary Heritage Committee, under the aegis of 
the World Association of Chefs’ Societies (World Chefs). It 
will focus on inculcating appreciation for food culture and 
traditions, good food habits and sustainable practices. 

• National Engineer’s Day (NED) is celebrated in India on 
September 15th  

 The National Engineer’s Day (NED) is celebrated every year 

on September 15 in India to appreciate the contributions of 

Sir Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya, was born on this day in 

1861 in a village called Muddenahalli in Karnataka. He 

patented and installed an irrigation system with water 

floodgates at at the Khadakvasla reservoir near Pune to 

raise the flood supply level of storage in the reservoir to the 

highest level. 

• Nepal is host to the first-ever SAARC Agriculture 
Cooperative Business Forum 

 The first-ever SAARC Agriculture Cooperative Business 
Forum has started in Kathmandu, Nepal on August 29, 
2018. It is co-organized by the UN’s Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and Asian Farmers’ Association (AFA) 
with the support from the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD). 

• The World Bank will provide 250 Million US Dollars of 
loan facility to Rajasthan for improving the performance 
of its electricity distribution sector 

 The World Bank (WB) will provide a $250 million loan 
facility to Rajasthan for improving the performance of its 
electricity distribution sector under the 24×7 Power for All 
program. For this, an agreement was signed among the 
Government of India, the Government of Rajasthan and the 
World Bank.  

• Germany has sanctioned Euro 120 million soft loan to 
India for National Clean Ganga Mission 

 Germany has sanctioned a soft loan of euro 120 million 
(approx Rs. 990 crore) to India for National Clean Ganga 
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Mission & to strengthen sewage water treatment 
infrastructure in Uttarakhand. The purpose of the project is 
to reduce the inflow of untreated waste water in River 
Ganga & to improve the water quality of the river.  

• India has signed $346 million loan agreement with ADB 
for road improvement in Karnataka 

 The Government of India (GoI) has signed a $346 million 
million loan agreement with the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) for Karnataka State Highways lmprovement lll 
Project (KSHIP-lll). Under KSHIP-III, about 419Kms of 
state highways will be upgraded to two- and four-lane 
roads and will involve reconstruction as well as widening 
and strengthening of bridges and culverts. It will enhance 
connectivity and access to economic centers across 12 
districts in the state. 

• Sri Lanka has took over the chairmanship of the 5th 
Summit of BIMSTEC 

 The 4th edition of Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) 
Summit 2018 was successfully concluded in Kathmandu, 
Nepal with Kathmandu declaration . From India, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi attended the summit that focused 
on increasing regional connectivity between the BIMSTEC 
nations including roads, airways and transmission lines. A 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was also signed on 
establishing a BIMSTEC Grid Interconnection to enhance 
energy cooperation among the member-States. 

• Singapore hosted the 6th East Asia Summit- Economic 
Ministers’ Meeting 

 Singapore is currently holding the Chair of ASEAN. There, 
the 6th East Asia Summit- Economic Ministers’ Meeting 
(EAS-EMM) and 15th India-ASEAN Economic Ministers’ 
Meeting (AEM) was held in September 1, 2018. It was 
attended by Economic Ministers from 10 ASEAN countries 
and their 8 dialogue partners – Australia, China, India, 
Japan, Republic of Korea, New Zealand, the Russian 
Federation and the United States. 

• India has recently signed agreements with Cyprus on 
combating money laundering and environment 

 India and Cyprus signed two agreements on combating 
money laundering and cooperation in the field of 
environment in the presence of President Ram Nath Kovind 
and his Cypriot counterpart Nicos Anastasiades in Nicosia. 
Both the countries also agreed for the revision in the 
Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) made in 
2016 to further enhance investment partnership to grow by 
strengthening the institutional framework to facilitate 
investment cross flows. 

• Nepal to host  the International Women Entrepreneurs 
Summit (IWES) 2018 

 Nepal is hosting the International Women Entrepreneurs 
Summit (IWES) 2018 in Kathmandu with theme “Equality 
begins with Economic Empowerment” from September 3. 
The main purpose of the 3-day summit is to bring together 
achievers, women business leaders, professionals, 
international service providers, resource organizations, 
experts, government representatives and other stakeholders 
with a focus on innovative economic transformation 
through discussions and collaborations. 

• The joint military exercise “Rapid Trident 2018” has 
started in Ukraine  

 The joint military exercise “Rapid Trident 2018″ has 
started in the western Ukrainian village of Starychi, which 
will continue from September 2 to 15. It was launched by 
Ukraine with the United States and a string of other NATO 
countries as tensions with Russia remain high over the 
Kremlin-backed insurgency in the country’s east. 

• UAE has recently announced to launch Mars Mission 
“HOPE” by 2020 

 The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has recently announced to 
launch Mars Mission “HOPE”, which is expected to be 
launched by 2020. Upon launch, it will become the first 
mission to Mars by any Arab or Muslim country. The aim of 
the mission is to enrich the capabilities of Emirati engineers 
and to increase human knowledge about the Martian 
atmosphere. 

• The 2018 edition of Maralal International Camel Derby 
event was held in Kenya 
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 The 2018 edition of Maralal International Camel Derby 

event was held at Maralal town in Kenya. It is best Kenya’s 
best known and most prestigious camel race that attracts 
both local and international competitors. The event is a 
major draw for spectators as well as racers. It is an 
entertaining festival of fun and local competition that brings 
this small desert town to life. 

• Aurora Prize Laureate Kyaw Hla Aung from 
Mayanmar who will donate $1 million award money to 
help Rohingya refugees 

 Aurora Prize Laureate Kyaw Hla Aung, a noted lawyer and 
activist from Myanmar, has recently announced to donate 
his $1 million award money towards humanitarian relief 
work among Rohingya refugees. He was given the 2018 
award for his fight against injustice and advocating on 
behalf of the Rohingya people. 

• France has signed pact with India to collaborate on 
ISRO’s first human spaceflight programme 
“Gaganyaan” 

 India and France has recently signed an agreement to 
collaborate on ISRO’s first human spaceflight programme 
“Gaganyaan”. It was announcement by French space 
agency president Jean-Yves Le Gall at the 6th edition of the 
Bengaluru Space Expo. The first step under the MoU is to 
exchange specialists to work on (space) medicine. 

• India has recently signed pact with Bulgaria for 
establishment of Hindi chair at Sofia University 

 India has recently signed five pacts with Bulgaria in the 
fields of Civil Nuclear cooperation, Investment, Tourism, 
Science & Technology (S&T) and establishment of Hindi 
chair at Sofia University, after delegation level talks 
between President Ram Nath Kovind and his counterpart 
Rumen Radev. 

• Chicago is the venue of the 2nd World Hindu Congress 
(WHC) 2018 

 The Vice President of India, M. Venkaiah Naidu will 
address the 2nd World Hindu Congress (WHC) 2018, which 
is scheduled to be held in Chicago, United States on 
September 7 to 9. Apart from addressing the congress, Mr. 
Naidu will also participate in a programme organized by 14 

Telugu Associations of the US at Hindu Temple of Greater 
Chicago. 

• Nehal Chudasma will represent India at the 67th Miss 
Universe 2018 pageant in Bangkok 

  Nehal Chudasama from Mumbai has been crowned the 

Yamaha Fascino Miss Diva – Miss Universe India 2018 at a 

star-studded grand finale event in Mumbai. Now, she will 

represent at the 67th Miss Universe 2018 pageant, which is 

scheduled to be held in Bangkok, Thailand on 16th 

December 2018. 

• Swapna Barman has created history by becoming the 
first Indian heptathlete to win an Asian Games gold 

 Despite competing with a severe toothache, Swapna Barman 
from West Bengal clinched gold in the women’s heptathlon 
with 6026 points at the 18th Asian Games 2018 in Jakarta on 
August 29. With this, she created history by becoming the 
first Indian heptathlete to win an Asian Games gold. 

• Jinson Johnson clinched gold in men’s 1500m race at the 
2018 Jakarta Asian Games 

 Indian sprinter Jinson Johnson from Kerala clinched gold 
with a timing of 3 minutes 44.72 seconds in men’s 1500m 
race at the 2018 Jakarta Asian Games on August 30. He also 
holds the credit of winning silver in the 800m track event at 
the ongoing event, finishing behind compatriot Manjit Singh, 
who won the Gold. With this, India achieved a rare one-two 
in men’s 800m at the 18th Asian Games 2018. 

• Pranab Bardhan and Shibhnath Sarkar created history 
by clinching India’s first-ever gold in bridge at the Asian 
Games 

 Pranab Bardhan (60) and Shibnath Sarkar (56) have created 
history by clinching India’s first-ever gold in bridge at the 
Asian Games. They finished at the top after scoring 384 
points in the final of the men’s bridge pair event at the 2018 
Jakarta Asian Games. 

• Rikako Ikee, from Japan has become the first female 
athlete to be named the Most Valuable Player (MVP) at 
Asian Games 
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 Japanese swimmer Rikako Ikee (18) became the first female 

athlete to be named the Most Valuable Player (MVP) at 
Asian Games after she scooped an unprecedented six gold 
medals in the Jakarta pool. She also won two silvers. With 
this, Ikee also became the first female athlete in any sport to 
win six gold medals at a single Asian Games. 

• Indian men’s hockey team defeated Pakistan to win 
bronze at the 2018 Jakarta Asian Games 

 In Men’s hockey, Indian men’s national field hockey team 
defeated arch rival Pakistan 2-1 to clinch a Bronze at the 
2018 Jakarta Asian Games. Akashdeep hit the first goal and 
2nd was scored by Harmanpreet. Pakistan’s lone goal came 
from a counter-attack scored by Muhammad Atiq. 

• Rani Rampal was the India’s flag-bearer at the closing 
ceremony in the 18th Asian Games 

 Rani Rampal, the Indian women hockey captain, was India’s 
flag-bearer at the closing ceremony of the 18th Asian Games 
2018. India ended their Asian Games 2018 campaign with 
the highest medal tally at the tournament ever, with a total of 
69 medals which includes 15 gold, 24 silver and 30 bronze 
medals. In addition to local artists and a Chinese segment, 
the South Korean boybands Super Junior and iKon, and 
Indian singer Sidharth Slathia performed in the closing 
ceremony. 

• The Government of India (GoI) has provided first-ever 
financial support to Kho Kho for participation in 
England 

 Union Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports (I/C) 
Col Rajyavardhan Rathore has approved the participation of 
Kho Kho team from India at the First International Kho Kho 
Championship in England from 1st to 4th September, 2018, 
with financial support from the Government of India (GoI). 

• Alastair Cook, from England who recently announced his 
retirement from international cricket 

 Former England captain Alastair Cook, who is country’s 
highest run- scorer in Test cricket, will retire from 
international cricket after the 5th and final match against 
India at the Oval, starting September 7. So far, he scored 

12,254 runs at an average of 44.88 with 32 hundreds and 56 
half centuries in 160 Tests. His highest Test score of 294 
came against India at Birmingham during the 2011 series. 

• Om Prakash Mitharwal bagged gold in the 50m pistol 
event at 2018 ISSF World Championship in South Korea 

  Indian Shooter Om Prakash Mitharwal clinched his first 
gold in the 50m pistol event at the 2018 International 
Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) World Championships in 
Changwon, South Korea on September 4. Mitharwal, who 
won bronze in the 10m air pistol and the 50m pistol events of 
the 2018 Commonwealth Games in Gold Coast, shot a score 
of 564 to finish on top at ISSF Championships. 

• India Blue cricket team has won the 57th edition of 
Duleep Trophy 2018 

  India Blue has won the 57th edition of Duleep Trophy 2018 
by defeating India Red in the final by an innings and 187 
runs to win. Spinners Deepak Jagbir Hooda and Saurabh 
Kumar shared 5 wickets each in just 10.5 overs on the 4th 
day to bundle out India Red for 172 in the second innings. 

• Hima Dass Indian sportsperson has been officially named 
as the Sports Ambassador of Assam 

 Indian sprinter Hima Das has been officially named as the 
Sports Ambassador of Assam for her recent achievements in 
the 2018 Jakarta Asian Games and IAAF World U-20 
Championship 2018 at a function held at Srimanta 
Sankardev International Auditorium, Guwahati. 

• Novok  Djokovich clinched the men’s singles title of US 
Open 2018 

 In the US Open Tennis, Novak Djokovic of Serbia won the 
Men’s singles final by defeating Juan Martin del Potro of 
Argentina 6-3, 7-6, 6-3 in straight sets. It was Djokovic’s 
14th Grand Slam title and the third US Open title. With this 
win, he has equalled Pete Sampras’s mark of 14 Grand 
Slams. 

• Naomi Osaka has become the first Japanese player to 
clinched the women’s singles title of US Open 2018 

 Naomi Osaka has become the first Japanese player to win a 
Grand Slam singles title. She lifted the women’s singles title 
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of US Open 2018 by defeating Serena Williams of US in 
straight sets 6-2, 6-4. The match saw some dramatic scenes 
at the Grand Slam final after an angry Serena Williams 
accused the umpire of being a “thief”. 

• Jhulan Goswami has become the first bowler in women’s 
cricket to pick 300 international wickets 

 Indian pacer Jhulan Goswami has become the first bowler in 
women’s cricket to pick 300 international wickets. She 
achieved this feet after reaching the landmark figure in 
India’s 9-wicket win over Sri Lanka . Earlier, Indian 
Cricketer Mithali Raj became the most capped player in the 
history of Women’s ODIs cricket. 

• Maldives has lifted the 2018 South Asian Football 
Federation (SAFF) Cup 

 Maldives national football team has lifted the 12th edition of 

men’s So.uth Asian Football Federation (SAFF) Cup at the 

Bangabandhu Stadium in Dhaka In the final, they defeated 

defending champions India 2-1. The win for Maldives comes 

10 years after their first SAFF Cup title in 2008. 

• State Bank of India  has allowed depositors to withdraw 
cash from its Point of Sale (PoS) devices 

 In a bid to ease the cash crunch, the State Bank of India 
(SBI) has decided to allow depositors to withdraw cash 
from its Point of Sale (PoS) devices available with 
merchants. 

• INDIA is the highest recipient of remittances in 2017, as 
per World Bank (WB)’s latest report “Migration and 
Development Brief” 

 As per World Bank (WB)’s latest report “Migration and 
Development Brief”, India is the highest recipient of 
remittances globally in 2017 with $69 billion, followed by 
China ($64 billion), the Philippines ($33 billion), Mexico 
($31 billion), Nigeria ($22 billion), and Egypt ($20 billion). 

• ICICI Bank has launched instant overdraft ‘InstaOD’ 
facility for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) 

 The ICICI Bank has launched instant overdraft ‘InstaOD’ 
facility for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) 
in a completely online and paperless manner. Customers 
can get overdraft facility up to Rs 15 lakh for a year 
anytime, anywhere using the bank’s Internet and mobile 
banking app. 

• SBI has signed pact with India Mortgage Guarantee 
Corporation (IMGC) to offer mortgage guarantee 
backed home loan 

 The State Bank of India (SBI) has recently signed a pact 
with India Mortgage Guarantee Corporation (IMGC) to 
offer mortgage guarantee scheme for prospective non-
salaried and self-employed home loan customers. The 
offering will help increase home loan eligibility up to 15% 
within the regulatory norms. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently raised 
currency derivative trade limit to 100 Million US Dollars  
for residents and foreign portfolio investors 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has raised exposure limit 
under Exchange Traded Currency Derivatives (ETCD) 
trading for residents and foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
to $100 million across all currency pairs involving the 
Indian rupee. 

• Bank of Baroda has recently signed a MoU with 
POORTI Agri Services Pvt. Ltd to enable the farmers to 
purchase agricultural inputs 

 The Bank of Baroda (BoB) has signed a MoU with POORTI 
Agri Services Pvt. Ltd to enable the farmers to purchase 
agricultural inputs such as fertilizers, pesticides, seeds etc. 
provided by POORTI. This is a Platform for Online 
Ordering & Rural Transformation of India known as 
“POORTI”. 

• India’s ranks 5th  on a list of countries with highest 
Non-performing Assets (NPA) levels, according to latest 
report by CARE Ratings 

 India has been ranked 5th on a list of countries with highest 
Non-performing Assets (NPA) levels and is on top spot 
among the BRICS nations, according to latest report by 
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CARE Ratings. The NPA list is topped by Greece (36.4%) 
followed by Italy (16.4%), Portugal (15.5%) and Ireland 
(11.9%). 

• According to Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s annual 
data, Mauritius has topped the India’s FDI chart in 
FY18 

 According to Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s annual data, 
Mauritius accounted for the largest source of Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) into India in the financial year 
FY18 followed by Singapore. The data shows that the total 
India’s FDI stood at $37.36 billion in the FY18, which is a 
marginal rise over the $36.31 billion recorded in the 
previous fiscal FY17. 

• Sunil Mehta has been elected as the new chairman of the 
Indian Banks Association (IBA) 

 Sunil Mehta, the MD &chief executive of Punjab National 
Bank (PNB), has been elected as the new chairman of the 
Indian Banks Association (IBA) for 2018-19. Apart from 
him, Dinabandhu Mohapatra, MD & CEO of Bank of India 
(BoI), has been elected as IBA’s Deputy Chairman. 

• Under Banking Regulation Act, the Internal 
Ombudsman (IO) scheme 2018 gives statutory powers to 
Internal Ombudsman 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently introduced 
Internal Ombudsman (IO) scheme 2018 to tighten internal 
grievance redressal system at Scheduled Commercial Banks 
(SCBs). In it, RBI has given statutory powers to Internal 
Ombudsman (IO) under section 35 A of the Banking 
Regulation Act, 1949. 

• India’s ranks 100th in World Bank’s Doing Business 
Report 2018 

 In World Bank’s recently released Doing Business (DB) 
Report 2018 titled as ‘Doing Business 2018: Reforming to 
Create Jobs’, India leapfrogged to 100th among 190 
countries.India has jumped over 30 ranks to attain 100th 
spot from 130th position in 2017 Ease of Doing Business 
Index. Its score also increased from 56.05 in 2017 to 60.76 
in Doing Business 2018.  

• Ramesh Abhishek will head the panel of secretaries to 
look into the issues raised on some proposals of the draft 
e-commerce policy 

 The Government of India (GoI) has set up a group of 
secretaries to look into the issues raised on some proposals 
of the draft e-commerce policy. The group will be chaired 
by Ramesh Abhishek, the secretary in the Department of 
Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP). The development 
comes at a time when the DIPP has effectively ruled out 
FDI in inventory based ecommerce models. 

• India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has tied up with FSS 
software company to create payments network for 
unorganized retail 

 The India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has partnered with 
Financial Software and Systems (FSS) to create payments 
network for unorganized retail. FSS is a payments 
technology company that enables micro-merchants to 
accept payments online, or via Unified Payments Interface 
(UPI), Quick-Response (QR) codes, Aadhaar and IPPB 
accounts. 

• The Government of India (GoI) has proposed to merge 
BOB , Vijaya Bank & Dena Bank  to create India’s third 
largest lender 

 The Government of India (GoI) has proposed to merge state-

owned Vijaya Bank, Dena Bank and Bank of Baroda (BoB) 

to create India’s third largest lender as parts of reforms in 

the public sector banking segment. The decision was taken at 

the meeting of a ministerial panel headed by Finance 

Minister Arun Jaitley which oversees merger proposals of 

state-owned banks. 

• Basant Kumar Mishra has been named for Dr B.C. Roy 
National Award for 2018 as Eminent Medical Person of 
the Year 

 Well-known neurosurgeon Dr. Basant Kumar Mishra from 
Odisha has been named for prestigious Dr B.C. Roy National 
Award for year 2018 as Eminent Medical Person of the Year. 
It is the highest medical honour of India, which will be given 
away by President Ram Nath Kovind on July 1, 2019. It was 
instituted by the Medical Council of India (MCI) in 1962. 
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• Shatrughan Pandav noted Odia poet will be honoured 

with the prestigious 39th edition of the ‘Sarala Puraskar’ 
award 2018 

 Noted Odia poet Satrughna Pandav will be honoured with 
the prestigious 39th edition of the ‘Sarala Puraskar’ award 
2018 for his poetry collection ‘Misra Dhrupad’. The award, 
which carries a cash prize of Rs 5,00,000 and a citation, will 
be presented to Pandav on October 26. 

• Bibek Debroi Indian economist has been conferred 
‘Honoris Causa’ by the University of Engineering & 
Management (UEM) in Kolkata 

 Dr. Bibek Debroy, an Indian economist, indologist and 
author, has been conferred ‘Honoris Causa’ by the 
University of Engineering & Management (UEM) in 
Kolkata, West Bengal. He is currently serving as the 
Chairman of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime 
Minister (EAC-PM). Mr. Debroy is also the Member of the 
NITI Aayog, the think tank of Government of India (GoI). 

• Aishwarya Rai Bachchan has been honoured with the 
Meryl Streep Award for Excellence 

  At the first-ever Women in Film and Television (WIFT-2018) 
India Award, Actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan has been 
honoured with the Meryl Streep Award for Excellence in 
Washington, United States. The award was established to 
honour the best female talent in Bollywood and Hollywood. 

• Arul Chinniyan Indian-origin professor has been 
awarded an “Outstanding Investigator Award” by the 
U.S. National Cancer Institute to identify cancer 
biomarkers 

 Prof. Arul Chinnaiyan, an Indian-American scientist and 
professor at the University of Michigan, has been awarded 
an “Outstanding Investigator Award” along with a grant of 
$6.5 million by the U.S. National Cancer Institute to identify 
cancer biomarkers. The funding is aimed at identifying 
cancer biomarkers, which may improve diagnosis and help 
develop targeted therapies for the deadly disease. 

• Sawai Singh Shekhawat will be honoured with Meera 
Puruskar by Rajasthan Sahitya Academy 

 Sawai Singh Shekhawat, the Jaipur-based poet and writer, 

will be honoured with Meera Puruskar by Rajasthan Sahitya 

Academy for his contribution to Hindi literature. The award 

function will be held in October 2018. 

• Ruchi Ghanshyam has been appointed India’s new High 
Commissioner to United Kingdom (UK) 

 Ruchi Ghanashyam, the 1982 batch IFS officer, has been 
appointed India’s new High Commissioner to United 
Kingdom (UK). She succeeded Y K Sinha. Prior to this post, 
she was the Secretary (West) in the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA). 

• Tahira Safdar has been sworn-in as the first female high 
court Chief Justice in Pakistan 

 Justice Tahira Safdar has been sworn-in as the first woman 
Chief Justice of Balochistan High Court at a ceremony held 
at the Governor House in Balochistan. She will remain in 
this post until 4 October 2019. With this, she became the first 
female chief justice of any court in the history of Pakistan. 

• Binoy Kumar is the newly appointed Secretary of 
Ministry of Steel 

 Binoy Kumar, the 1983 batch IAS officer of the Telengana 
cadre, has assumed charged as the new Secretary of the 
Ministry of Steel . He had been posted as Officer on Special 
Duty in the Steel Ministry since May 21, 2018. He succeeded 
Aruna Sharma, who recently superannuated. 

• Arif Alvi has been elected as the new President of 
Pakistan 

  Dr Arif Alvi has been elected as the new President of 
Pakistan and will take the oath of the office . He will succeed 
Mamnoon Hussain. Dr. Alvi is a close ally of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan and one of the founding members of the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party. 

• Justice Ranjan Gogoi, who is expected to become 46th 
Chief Justice of India (CJI), hails from Assam  

 Justice Ranjan Gogoi, the son of former Assam chief minister 
Keshab Chandra Gogoi, will become the 46th Chief Justice 
of India (CJI), after the current CJI Dipak Misra retires on 
October 2. He will have tenure of 13 months – till November 
17, 2019. As per convention, the senior-most judge of the 
Supreme Court has to be appointed as the next CJI. 
Therefore, once the recommendation by CJI Misra is 
approved, Justice Gogoi will become the first CJI from 
North-Eastern states. 
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• Poonam Khertarpal Singh has been elected as new 

Regional Director of WHO South-East Asia 

 Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh from India has been 
unanimously re-elected as Regional Director of WHO South-
East Asia for another 5-year term beginning February 2019. 
The elections were held at the ongoing 71st regional 
committee meeting of WHO South-East Asia in New Delhi. In 
her ongoing first term as Regional Director, four countries 
in the Region have eliminated measles and six have 
controlled rubella. 

• Akshay Kumar has been made the first Honorary 
Ambassador of the Lal Bahadur Shastri Memorial 
Foundation 

 Akshay Kumar, the National Award-winning actor, has been 
made the first Honorary Ambassador of the Lal Bahadur 
Shastri Memorial Foundation. It is the social organisation 
founded by the family of India’s second Prime Minister, Lal 
Bahadur Shastri.. 

• L K Advani has been appointed new chairman of the Lok 
Sabha Ethics Committee 

 Veteran BJP leader L K Advani has been renominated as the 
chairman of the Lok Sabha Ethics Committee by Speaker 
Sumitra Mahajan. The Committee examines complaints 
relating to unethical conduct by members of Parliament. It is 
also free to take up suo motu investigation into the matters 
relating to ethics and unethical conduct by a member, 
wherever necessary, and make such recommendations, as it 
may deem fit. 

• S Jaishanker Indian personality has been inducted into 
the board of the US-India Strategic Partnership Forum 
(USISPF) 

 Dr. Subramanya Jaishankar, the former foreign secretary of 

India, has joined the board of the US-India Strategic 

Partnership Forum (USISPF). Currently he is the president 

of Global Corporate Affairs for the Tata Group. 

• Arthur Pereira, Footballer who passed away recently,  

 Arthur Pereira (70), the former Maharashtra football player, 
has passed away on September 3, 2018. He toured Russia as 
a striker with the Indian team in 1971. He also represented 
Maharashtra in the national championships for the Santosh 
Trophy from 1971 to 1976. 

• Vijay Shankar Vyas, Agricultural Economist who passed 
away recently 

 Prof. Vijay Shankar Vyas (87), the Padma Bhushan awardee 
and noted agricultural economist, has passed away in 
Jaipur, Rajasthan on September 12, 2018. He had held 
several prestigious, professional and leadership positions in 
national and international organisations. The economist was 
the director of the IIM Ahmedabad and the Institute of 
Development Studies (IDS) of Jaipur. 

• Goura Chandra Mohapatra, Freedom Fighter from 
Odisha who passed away recently 

 Goura Chandra Mohapatra (104), the veteran freedom 

fighter, educationist and social reformer, has passed away in 

Bhubaneswar, Odisha on September 11, 2018. He actively 

participated in the freedom movement and jailed during Quit 

India Movement in 1942. 
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PRACTICE TEST PAPER SSC-CGL PRE 

GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 
Directions (Q. Nos. 1-3) : In each of the following questions, 
select the related letter/word/number from the given 
alternatives.  
1. Milk : Water : : Ghee : ?  
 (1) Mustard oil  (2) Vanaspati  
 (3) Hydrogenation  (4) Cream  
2. 11 : 38 : : 13 : ? 
 (1) 47 (2) 44 
 (3) 43 (4) 46 
3. ROCK : CROK : : ? : ? 
 (1) BALE : ELAB (2) COLD : DOLC 
 (3) MEAN : AEMN (4) WHAT : AWHT 
Directions (Q. Nos. 4-6) : Find the odd word/letter/number 
from the given alternatives.  
4. (1) BHE (2) DJG 
 (3) SYV (4) PUS 
5. (1) 263 (2) 383 
 (3) 331 (4) 551 
6. (1) Euclid (2) Ramanujan  
 (3) Chanakya (4) Pythagoras  
7. A is three times as old as B.  Four years ago, C was twice 

as old as A.  Four years hence, A will be of 31 years.  What 
are the present ages of B and C?  

 (1) (9, 46) yrs. (2) (9, 50 ) yrs.  
 (3) (10, 46) yrs. (4) (10, 50) yrs.  
8. Daya has a brother named Anil.  Daya is the son of 

Chandra.  Bimal is Chandra’s father.  What is Anil’s 
relation with Bimal  

 (1) Son (2) Brother  
 (3) Grandson (4) Cousin  
9. In a certain code, TOGETHER is written as RQEGRJCT.  

In the same code, PAROLE will be written as-  
 (1) RYPQJG (2) RCPQJG 
 (3) NCPQJG (4) NCPQJC 
10. From his house, Randhir went 15 kms to the North.  Then 

he turned West and covered 10 kms.  Then he turned right 
and covered 5 kms.  Finally, turning to East, he covered 10 
kms.  In which direction is he from his house?  

 (1) East (2) North  
 (3) West (4) South  
11. A, P, R, X, S and Z are sitting in a row.  S and Z are in the 

centre.  A and P are at the ends.  R is sitting to the 
immediate left of A.  Who is to the immidiate right of P in 
the given row?  

 (1) A (2) X 
 (3) S (4) Z 
12. Which of the following diagrams indicates the best relation 

between Tall man, Black haired people and Indians  

  
Directions (Q. No.13) : Two statements are given here which 
are followed by two conclusions.  You have to consider the 
two statements to be true even if they seem to be at variance 
from commonly known facts.  You have to decide which of 
the given conclusions, if any, follow from the given 
statements.  
13. Statements : All B are C.  
                       No C is T.  
 Conclusions : I. No B is T  
                        II. All C are B.  
 (1) Only conclusion I follows 
 (2) Only conclusion II follows 
 (3) Either I or II follows  
 (4) Neither I nor II follows  
14. If ‘blue’ means ‘green’, ‘green’ means ‘white’, ‘white’ 

means ‘yellow’, ‘yellow’ means ‘black’, ‘black’ means 
‘red’ and ‘red’ means ‘brown’, then what is the colour of 
milk?  

 (1) Black (2) Brown  
 (3) Blue (4) Green  
Directions (Q. Nos.  15-16) : In the following questions, a 
series is given with one term missing.  Choose the correct 
alternative from the given ones that will complete the series. 
15. 6, 8, 10, 14, 18, ?, 34, 50, 66 
 (1) 20 (2) 24 
 (3) 26 (4) 28 
16. 95, 115.5, 138, ?, 189 
 (1) 160.5 (2) 162.5 
 (3) 164.5 (4) 166.5 
17. Which one of the given responses would be a meaningful 

order of the following?  
 a. Publish  b. Imagine  
 c. Write  d. Proof read  
 e. Printing  
 (1) b, c, a, d, e (2) b, c, e, d, a 
 (3) b, d, c, a, e (4) d, b, a, c, e 
18. In a row of boys, Animesh is seventh from the left and 

Aman is twelfth from the right. If they interchange their 
positions, Animesh becomes 22nd from the left.  How 
many boys are there in the row?  

 (1) 19 (2) 31 
 (3) 33 (4) 34 
19. Which number is wrong in the given series? 
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 6, 12, 21, 32, 45, 60 
 (1) 6 (2) 12 
 (3) 21 (4) 32 
20. If 3649 = 182 and 6481 = 306 then 2516 = ?  
 (1) 86 (2) 90 
 (3) 100 (4) 106 
21. A word is represented by only one set of numbers as given 

in any one of the alternatives. The sets of numbers given in 
the alternatives are represented by two classes of letters as 
in two matrices given below. The columns and rows of 
Matrix-I are numbered from 0 to 4 and that of Matrix-II are 
numbered from 5 to 9. A letter from these matrices can be 
presented first by its row and next by its column. E.g., ‘A’ 
can be represented by 01, 20 etc., and ‘D’ can be 
represented by 56, 65 etc. Similarly, you have to identify 
the set for the word ‘%$*M’.  

     Matrix-I                        Matrix-II 

  
 (1) CA, 13, 14, 04 (2) 14, BE, 01, 04 
 (3) DC, 20, 22, 10 (4) 43, 41, EB, 40 
22. Which symbol will be on the face opposite to the face with 

symbol * 

  
 (1) @ (2) $  
 (3) 8 (4) + 
23. Which answer figure will complete the question fugure 
 Question Figure % 

  
 Answer Figure % 

  
         (1)             (2)              (3)            (4) 
24. Which one of the answer figures shall complete the given 

question figure  
 Question Figure  

  

 Answer Figure 

  
                (1)             (2)             (3)          (4) 
25. In the following questions, find the number of triangles in 

the given figure: 

  
 (1) 18 (2) 20 
 (3) 24   (4) 27 

 
GENERAL STUDIES 

26. Latitude of a point on the Earth is measured by the distance 
in  

 (1) Kilometers from the equator  
 (2) Angles from the equator  
 (3) Angles from the poles  
 (4) Kilometers from the poles  
27. In case of reflection it is well known that when a mirror 

turned through an angle the reflected ray turns through:  
 (1) Same angle  (2) Twice the angle  
 (3) Thrice the angle  (4) Half the angle  
28. Sound travels faster in solids than in gases, because: 
 (1) Density of solids is more 
 (2) Modules of elasticity is more than that of gases 
 (3) Sound can’t travel through gases 
 (4) Sound is an electromagnetic wave 
29. Debenture holders of a company are its 
 (1) Debtors  (2) Directors  
 (3) Shareholders (4) Creditors  
30. The State Election Commission conducts, controls and 

supervises municipal elections under-  
 (1) Article 243 (K)  (2) Article 245 (D)  
 (3) Article 240 (1)  (4) Article 241 (2)  
31. Who was the Chief Architect of SAARC  
 (1) Zia-Ur-Rahman  (2)General Zia-Ul-Haq  
 (3) Roberto Azevedo  (4) Antony Jenkins  
32. Carborundum is another name of  
 (1) Calcium carbide  (2) Calcium oxide  
 (3) Silicon Carbide  (4) Silicon oxide  
33. Which one of these battles proved decisive in the Anglo-

french Rivalry in India  
 (1) Battle of Wandiwash  (2) Battle of Assaye  
 (3) Battle of Chillianwala  (4)tle of Seringapatam  
34. The quantity of Carbon dioxide does not change in-  
 (1) Light reaction (2) Dark reaction 
 (3) anaerobic respiration (4) aerobic respiration 
35. The original name of Swami Dayananda Saraswati was 
 (1) Abhi Shankar  (2) Gowri Shankar  
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 (3) Swami ji  (4) Mula Shankar  
36. Shah Jahan fought the battle of Kartarpur against -  
 (1) Guru Hargovind Singh  (2) Guru Harkishan  
 (3) Guru Tegbhadur  (4) Guru Har Rai  
37. Instrument for measuring the amount of oxygen in the air 

or analyzing gases is-  
 (1) Audiometer  (2) Eudiometer  
 (3) Glycometer  (4) Fathometer  
38. Who estimated “National Income” first time in India?  
 (1) Mahalanobis  (2) Dadabhai Naroji  
 (3) V.K.R.V. Rao  (4) Sardar Patel   
39. The striking feature of the Indus Valley Civilization was 
 (1 Urban Civilization  
 (2) Agrarian Civilization  
 (3) Mesolithic Civilization  
 (4) Paleolithic Civilization  
40. Equator represents  
 (1) line joining North and South poles  
 (2) imaginary line passing around the Earth midway 

between north and south poles  
 (3) a belt (ring) around the planet Saturn  
 (4) axis of rotation of Earth 
41. Bacteria and fungi present in Ecosystem act as 
 (1) Primary Producer  (2) Primary Consumer  
 (3) Secondary Consumer  (4) Decomposer  
42. In which five year plan, Economic Development rate was 

maximum  
 (1) First Five Year Plan 
 (2) Sixth Five Year Plan 
 (3) Tenth Five Year Plan 
 (4) Fourth Five Year Plan 
43. Where did the Indian congress got divided into moderates 

and extremists 
 (1) Surat Session 1907  
 (2) Lahore Session 1909  
 (3) Calcutta Session 1911  
 (4) Karachi Session 1913  
44. Which day is celebrated as ‘World Peace Day’  
 (1) 21th July  (2) 3rd August  
 (3) 21st September  (4) 9th August  
45. Nahar Wildlife sanctuary is in  
 (1) Himachal Prad esh  (2) Haryana  
 (3) Odisha  (4) Rajasthan  
46. Who is the author of the book “A voice for freedom”? 
 (1) Vikram Seth  (2) Charles Dickens  
 (3) Amit Choudhary  (4) Nayantara Sehgal  
47. Which of the following is a land locked sea?  
 (1) Red Sea  (2) Timor Sea  
 (3) North Sea  (4) Caspian Sea  
48. A fat called blubber could be obtained from -  
 (1) bat  (2) porpoises  
 (3) dolphin  (4) blue whale  
49. Which state has second largest forest area in India? 
 (1) Madhya Pradesh  (2) Arunachal Pradesh  

 (3) Chattisgarh  (4) Maharashtra  
50. The Prime Minister of India is :-  
 (1) The chief of government  
 (2) Chief advisor to the president  
 (3) Head of Council of Ministers  
 (4) All the above  

 
MATHEMATICS 

51. A number is increased by x%; to get back to the original 
number, it is to be reduced by? 

 (1) % (2) % 
 (3) x% (4) % 

52. If the cost price of an item is  of its marked price and the 
profit is 20%, then the percentage of discount is 

 (1) 20% (2) 63 % 

 (3) 70 % (4) 33 % 
53. A milkman mixed the water with milk to gain 25% by 

selling the mixture at cost price. The ratio of water and 
milk is: 

 (1) 5 : 4 (2) 1 : 5 
 (3) 4 : 5 (4) 1 : 4 
54. A retailer purchases a grinder at a discount of 15% from 

the wholeseller and sells it for Rs. 1955 at a profit of 15%. 
The amount of discount received by the retailer from the 
wholeseller was 

 (1) Rs. 720 (2) Rs. 290  
 (3) Rs. 300 (4) Rs. 330  
55. What sum of money will amount to Rs. 520 in 5 years and 

to Rs. 568 in 7 years at simple interest? 
  
 (1) Rs. 400 (2) Rs. 120 
 (3) Rs. 510 (4) Rs. 220 
56. What does Rs. 250 amounts becomes in 2 years with 

compound interest at the rate of 4% in the 1st year and 8% 
in the second year ? 

 (1) Rs. 280 (2) Rs. 280.80 
 (3) Rs. 468 (4) Rs. 290.80 
57. The liquids x and y are mixed in the ratio of 3:2 and the 

mixture is sold at Rs. 11 per liter at a profit of 10%. If the 
liquid x costs Rs. 2 more per litre than y, the cost of x per 
litre is (in Rs.): 

 (1) 12.80 (2) 10.80 
 (3) 11.75 (4) 8.80 
58. Acid and water are mixed in a vessel A in the ratio of 5:2 

and if the vessel B in the ratio 8:5. In what proportion 
should quantities be taken out from the two vessels so as to 
form a mixture in which the acid and water will be in the 
ratio of 9:4 ? 

 (1) 7 : 2 (2) 2 : 7 
 (3) 7 : 4 (4) 2 : 3 
59. A contractor was engaged to construct a road in 16 days. 

After working for 12 days with 20 labours it was found 



 

 
<< 70 >> | IBS QUEST | JANUARY, 2019 

 

           Quest IBS 
that only th of the road had been constructed. To complete 
the work extra labours required are: 

 (1) 16 (2) 12 
 (3) 10 (4) 18 
60. Two trains are running 40 km/hr and 20 km/hr respectively 

in the same direction. The fast train completely passes a 
man sitting in the slower train in 5 seconds, the length of 
the fast train is 

 (1) 23  m (2) 27 m 

 (3) 27  m (4) 23 m 
61. Sum of two number is 40 and their product is 375. What 

will be the sum of their reciprocals ? 
 (1)  (2)   

 (3)  (4)   
62. Let √a = √26 + √7 + √63 then  
 (1) a < 729 but a > 216 (2) a < 216 
 (3) a > 729 (4) a = 729 
63. Which of the following is true ? 
 (1) √5 + √3 > √6 + √2 (2) √5 + √3 < √6 + √2

  
 (3) √5 + √3 = √6 + √2  
 (4) √5 + √3 = √6 + √2 = 1  
64. A man having height 169 cm is standing near a pole. He 

casts a shadow 130 cm long. What is the length of the pole, 
if it gives a shadow 420 cm long ? 

 (1) 550 cm (2) 589 cm 
 (3) 323 cm (4) 546 cm 
65. If x+ =6, then the value of x +  is  
 (1) 8 (2) 9 
 (3) 10 (4) 12 
66. N is the foot of the perpendicular from a point P of a circle 

with radius 7 cm, on a diameter AB of the circle. If the 
length of the chord PB is 12 cm, the distance of the point N 
from the point B is 

 (1) 6  cm (2) 12  cm 

 (3) 3   cm (4) 10   cm 
67. In ∆ABC, ∠ABC=70º, ∠BCA=40º, O is the point of 

intersection of the perpendicular bisectors of the sides, then 
the angle ∠BOC is 

 (1) 100º (2) 120º 
 (3) 130º (4) 140º 
68. The batting average for 40 innings of a cricket player is 50 

runs. His highest score exceeds his lowest score by 172 
runs. If these two innings are excluded, the average of the 
remaining 38 innings is 48 runs. The highest score of the 
player  

 (1) 165 runs (2) 170 runs 
 (3) 172 runs (4) 174 runs 

69. By the eliminate of θ from x cosθ–y sinθ=2 and x sinθ+y 
cosθ=4 will give 

 (1) x2 + y2 = 20 (2) 3x2 + y2 = 20 
 (3) x2 – y2 = 20 (4) 3x2 – y2 = 10 
70. If cosθ cosec23º=1, the value of θ is 
 (1) 23º (2) 37º 
 (3) 63º (4) 67º 
Directions (71-75): The expenses of a country for a 
particular year is given in Pie-Chart. Read the Pie-Chart 
and answer the questions. 

 
71. If the total amount spent by the government during the year 

was Rs. 1,00,000 crores, then the amount spent of Health 
and education together was: 

 (1) Rs. 20,000 crore (2) Rs. 25,000 crore 
 (3) Rs. 30,000 crore (4) Rs. 15,000 crore 
72. The percent of the total spending that is spent on health is: 
 (1) 15% (2) 30% 
 (3) 25% (4) 20% 
73. The percent of less money spent on non plan than that on 

defence is: 
 (1) 10% (2) 125% 
 (3) 15% (4) 5% 
74. The percent of excess money spent on ‘others’ than that on 

Sports is: 
 (1) 28% (2) 12% 
 (3) 25% (4) 15% 
75. If the total amount spent by the Government during the 

year was Rs. 3,00,000 crores the amount spent on state 
development exceeds that on sports by: 

 (1) Rs. 35,000 (2) Rs. 25,000 
 (3) Rs. 45,000 (4) Rs. 30,000 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Directions (76-80): You have a passage with five questions 
following. Read the passage carefully and choose the best 
answer to each question out of the four alternatives.  

PASSAGE – I 
The habit of reading is one of the greatest resources of mankind; 
and we enjoy reading books that belong to us much more than if 
they are borrowed. A borrowed book is like a guest in the house; 
it must be treated with punctiliousness, with certain considerate 
formality. You must see that it sustains no damage; it must not 
suffer while under your roof. You cannot leave it carelessly, you 
cannot mark it, you cannot turn down the pages, you cannot use 
it familiarly. 
But your own books belong to you; you treat them with that 
affectionate intimacy that annihilates formality. 
Books are for use, not for show. A good reason for marking 
favourite pages in books is that this practice enables you to 
remember more easily the significant sayings, to refer to them 
quickly. 
Everyone should begin collecting a private library in youth; one 
should have one's own book-shelves, which should not have 
doors, glass windows, or keys; they should be free and 
accessible to the hand as well as to the eye. Books are of the 
people, by the people and for the people. Literature is an 
immortal part of history; it is the best and most enduring part of 
personality. 
76. Which title is suitable for the passage ? 
 (1) Merits and Demerits of Books 
 (2) The pleasure of Owing Books 
 (3) Reading a Book 
 (4) Book and Thoughts 
77. According to the passage, a borrowed book is like a 
 (1) guest in the house (2) host in the house 
 (3) neighbour in the house 
 (4) relative in the house 
78. All the following words mean 'mankind' except 
 (1) homosapiens (2) humanity 
 (3) humankind (4) humanities 
79. The above passage is all about 
 (1) books (2) games 
 (3) jokes (4) magic 
80. According to the passage, everyone should begin collecting 

a private library 
 (1) in infancy (2) in childhood 
 (3) in youth (4) in adulthood 
Directions (81-83): In the following three questions, some 
parts of the sentences have errors and some are correct. Find 
out which part of a sentence has an error. If a sentence is 
free from error, choose “no error” option. 
81. The museum depicts the story of human kind on time and 

space. 
 (1) The museum depicts 
 (2) the story of human kind 
 (3) on time and space. 

 (4) No error 
82. Akbar was one of the finest kings that India ever had. 
 (1) Akbar was 
 (2) one of the finest king 
 (3) that India ever had. 
 (4) No error 
83. Many a man have realized that real happiness lies in 

making sacrifices. 
 (1) Many a man (2) have realized 
 (3) that real happiness lies in making sacrifices. 
 (4) No error 
Directions (84-86): In the following three questions, 
sentences are given with blanks to be filled in with an 
appropriate word(s). Four alternatives are suggested for 
each question. Chose the correct alternative out of the four. 
84. John must have the_____to stick to his diet, if he wants to 

lose weight. 
 (1) obstinacy (2) determination 
 (3) decision (4) obligation 
85. There was an_____response for the marathon. 
 (1) overwhelming (2) overriding 
 (3) excessive (4) extreme 
86. The driver was____injured; he died within an hour. 
 (1) significantly (2) fatally 
 (3) fatefully (4) vitally 
Directions (87): In the following one questions, out of the 
four alternatives, choose the one which best expresses the 
meaning of the given word. 
87. FUTILITY 
 (1) Uselessness (2) Insignificance 
 (3) Irrelevance (4) Unimportance 
Directions (88): In the following one questions, choose the 
word opposite in meaning to the given word. 
88. DAINTY 
 (1) Harmful (2) Clumsy 
 (3) Dry (4) Afraid 
Directions (89-91): In the following three questions, out of 
the four alternatives, choose the one which can be 
substituted for the given words/sentences. 
89. A person who loves mankind 
 (1) misanthrope (2) anthropologist 
 (3) philanthropist (4) mercenary 
90. A situation that stops an activity from progressing 
 (1) bypass (2) breach 
 (3) bottleneck (4) block head 
91. Amount of money demanded by kidnapers 
 (1) donation (2) honorarium 
 (3) ransom (4) salary 
Directions (92): In the following one question, four words are 
given in each question, out of which only one word is 
correctly or wrongly spelt. Find the correctly or wrongly 
spelt word. 
92. (1) Asassin (2) Assassin 
 (3) Assasin (4) Assassen 
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Directions (93-95): In the following three questions, four 
alternatives are given for the Idiom/phrase underlined in the 
sentence. Choose the alternative which best expresses the 
meaning of the Idiom/Phrase. 
93. Giving a piece of her mind 
 (1) speaking cheerfully (2) speaking sadly 
 (3) speaking sharply (4) speaking kindly 
94. Put her foot down 
 (1) Took a firm stand 
 (2) Expressed her displeasure 
 (3) Scolded her badly 
 (4) Got irritated 
95. See eye to eye with 
 (1) to give a correct decision 
 (2) to obtain suitable punishment 
 (3) to have the same eyesight 
 (4) to have the same opinion 
Directions (89-93): In the following five questions, a 
sentence/a part of the sentence is underlined. Below are 
given alternatives to the underlined part which may improve 

the sentence. Choose the correct alternative. In case no 
improvement is needed choose “No improvement” option. 
96. Prohibition is better than cure. 
 (1) No improvement (2) Prevention 
 (3) Preparedness (4) Preventive 
97. The children found the story funny. 
 (1) humorous (2) No improvement 
 (3) bad (4) ridiculous 
98. They are bringing down the old bridge to build a new one. 
 (1) destroying (2) damaging 
 (3) No improvement (4) demolishing 
99. His lecture was banned because of the bandh. 
 (1) called off (2) disturbed 
 (3) interrupted (4) No improvement 
100. The editor gave me a time-line to finish the article. 
 (1) No improvement (2) guideline 
 (3) deadline (4) decline 
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SOLUTION 

GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 
1. (2) As milk is adulterated by water, in the same way, ghee 

is adulterated by Vanaspati. 
2. (2)  

  
3. (4)  
  R O C K  C R

 O K 
  1 2 3 4  3 1

 2 4 
  W H A T  A

 W H T 
  1 2 3 4  3 1

 2 4 
4. (4)  

  
5. (2) 263⇒2 x 3 = 6  331⇒3 x 1=3 
  383⇒3 x 3≠8  551⇒5 x 1=5 
6. (3) All except Chanakya were the great mathematicians 

whereas Chanakya was an economist. 
7. (2) Let the present age of B=x years 
  then, present age of A=3x years 
  4 years later, A’s age=31 years (given) 
  ⇒3x+ 4=31 
  ⇒x = = = 9 years 
  So, B’s present age=9 years 
  then, A’s present age=9x3=27 years 
  4 year ago A’s age=27–4=23 years 
  4 year ago C’s age=2x23=46 years 
  Present age of C=46+4=50 years 
  So, present age of B and C are 9 years and 50 years 

respectively. 
8. (3)  

  

9. (3) The letters at the odd positions are moved two steps 
backward and the letters at even positions are moved two 
steps forward to get the result. 

  So, PAROLE will be NCPQJG 
10. (2)  

  
 Finally, he is to the North of his house. 
11. (2) The sitting arrangement is as follows: 

  
  Therefore, right of P is X. 
12. (1)  

  
13. (1)  

  
  Only conclusion (I) follows. 
14. (4) The colour of milk is ‘white’. But, as given, ‘green’ 

means ‘white’. So, the colour of milk is ‘green’. 
15. (3) Pattern is+2,+2,+4,+4, …, …., +16,+16  
  Missing number will be 18 + 8 = 26 
16. (2) Pattern in the series is, +20.5, +22.5,  
  Next term will be + 24.5 and so on. 
  138 + 24.5 = 162.5 
17. (2) 
18. (3) Animesh is 22nd from left or twelfth from right (old 

position of Aman). So there are 21 boys to his left and 11 

 

x3+ 5 

11 38 13 44 

x3+ 5 
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boys to his right. Thus including Animesh there are 33 
boys in the row. 

19. (1)  

  
20. (2) 3649⇒√36 + √49=13 
 ⇒132+ 13=169+13=182 
 and 6481⇒√64 + √81=17 
 ⇒172+17=289+17=306 
 so, 2516⇒√25 + √16=9 
 ⇒92+ 9=81+9=90 
21. (3) 
22. (3) 
23. (1) 
24. (4) 
25. (3) 
 

GENERAL STUDIES 
26. (2) The most common way to locate points on the surface 

of the Earth is by standard, geographic coordinates called 
latitude and longitude. These coordinates values are 
measured in degrees (of arc, not temperature), and 
represent angular distances calculated from the center of 
the Earth. 

27. (2) 
28. (a) The distances between molecules in solids are very 

small, i.e., solids are more dense - as compared to liquids 
and gases. Because they are so close, so can collide very 
quickly. Sound is nothing more than a local disturbance, 
the propagation of which is facilitated by the collisions 
between particles. 

29. (4) 
30. (1) Superintendence, direction and control of preparation of 

electoral rolls for, and conduct of the elections will be 
under Article 243K. 

31. (1) SAARC was circulated by President Ziaur Rahman of 
Bangladesh in May 1980. He was interested in setting up 
an ASEAN-like entity for South Asia.  

  In 1980, Bangladesh President Ziaur Rahman proposed 
the creation of a trade bloc consisting of South Asian 
countries. The Bangladeshi proposal was accepted by 
India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka during a meeting held in 
Colombo in 1981. 

32. (3) Silicon carbide (SiC), also known as carborundum, is a 
compound of silicon and carbon with chemical formula 
SiC. It occurs in nature as the extremely rare mineral 
moissanite. 

33. (1) 
34. (2) 

35. (d) Dayananda Saraswati was born on 12 February in 1824 
in a Hindu family in Tankara, near Morbi in the Kathiawad 
region (now Rajkot district of Gujarat). His original name 
was Mool Shankar because he was born in Dhanu Rashi 
and Mool Nakshatra. 

36. (1) 
37. (2) 
38. (2) The first attempt to calculate National Income of India 

was made by Dadabhai Naroji in 1867-68. This was 
followed by several other methods. The first scientific 
method was made by Prof. V.K.R. Rao in 1931-32. But 
this was not very satisfactory. The first official attempt was 
made by Prof. P.C. Mahalnobis in 1948-49, who submitted 
his report in 1954. 

39. (1) 
40. (2) 
41. (4) Bacteria and Fungi are decomposer that digest their 

food outside their body and feed on dead and decay 
substance i.e. organic substance to derive their energy. 

42. (3) 
43. (1) 
44. (3) 
45. (2) Near Wildlife Sanctuary is situated in Rewari district of 

Haryana State, India. It is 36.9 km from Rewari. It is 
spread over an area of 211.35 hectares. It is 5 km away 
from Kosali on the Kosali-Mahendragarh road. It is named 
Nahar because it comes under Nahar Village. Forest 
Department, Government of Haryana officially notified 
this as Wildlife Sanctuary on 30th January 1987. 

46. (4) The book ‘A Voice of Freedom’ has been authored by 
Nayantara Sahgal. Nayantara Sahgal (born on 10th May 
1927) is an Indian writer in English. She was one of the 
first female Indian writers in English to receive wide 
recognition. She is a member of the Nehru-Gandhi family, 
the second of the three daughters born to Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s sister, Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit. 

47. (4) The Caspian Sea is a landlocked sea between Asia and 
Europe (European Russia). It is the world’s largest inland 
body of water, with a surface area of 371,000 km2 
(143,000 sq. mi), and therefore has characteristics common 
to both seas and lakes. It is often listed as the world’s 
largest lake, though it is not a freshwater one. 

48. (4) Blubber is thick layer of fat also called adipose tissue 
directly under skin of all marine mammals. 

49. (2) On the second position in the list of the states in India 
with the largest forest cover is Arunachal Pradesh, with an 
estimated forest covered area of about 6.73 million 
hectares in 2013. It is the only state which has experienced 
a decrease in forest cover as compared to the Survey 
Report of 2007. The figure for Arunachal Pradesh in 2007 
was nearly 6.8 million hectares. 

50. (4) 
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51. (2) To get back to the original number it is to be reduced 
by= 

( )
× 100% 

        
 = 

( )
% 

  
52. (4) According to the question,  

 
=  ,  

 
=

 
 20% profit 
 Cost price  Selling price  Mark price 
    5          6         9 

                                               
 Discount% = × 100 = 33 %   

    
53. (4) Ratio will be 25%=  
  water : milk = 1 : 4 
54. (3) S.P. of grinder= Rs. 1955 
  C.P. of grinder=1955× = Rs. 1700 

  M.P. of grinder=1700× =Rs. 2000 

  Discount by the retailer=2000×  
  = Rs. 300 
55. (1)   Amount      Time 
      (Rs.)                (Years) 
         520         5 

                                    
       568       7        
   Hence interest in 2 years = Rs. 48 
 ∴ Interest in 1 years=Rs. =Rs. 24 
 ∴ Interest in 5 years=Rs. 24×5 
  = Rs. 120 
 ∴ We know, 
  [SI=Amount–Principal] 
  Principal=Rs. (520–120)=Rs. 400 
56. (2) Principal = Rs. 250 
  R1=4%, R2=8% 
  Amount after Ist year 
  =250 1 + =Rs. 260 
  Amount after IInd year 
  =260 1 + =Rs. 280.80 
57. (2) x : y 
 Quantity 3 : 2→5 units 
 According to Question 
 S.P. of 1 unit = Rs. 11 
 S.P. of 5 unit = Rs. 55 

 C.P. of 1 unit is = 10 
 than CP of 5 units=Rs. 50 
 Let 
 Y's cost=z Rs. 
 X's cost=z+2 Rs. 
 C.P. = Quantity × Cost 
 50=3(z+2)+2z 
 50=3z+6+2z 
 z=8.80 Rs. 
 Cost of x=8.80 + 2⇒10.80 Rs. 
58. (1) Acid : Water 
 A 5 : 2 = 7×13 
 B 8 : 5 = 13×7 
 New 9 : 4=13×7 
 Make quantities equal 
  Acid  : Water 
 A 65  : 26=91 
 B 56  : 35=91 
        New 63  : 28=91 
 ∴ By alligation 

         
  

 
59. (1) From × × = × ×  
  Let extra workers be x 
 ⇒ × = ( )×  

 ⇒ 4×12 = ( )×  
 ⇒36 = 20 + x 
 ⇒ x = 16 
 ⇒ extra workers 
  = 16 
60. (3) The fast train completely passes a man sitting in the 

slow train, in this condition it covers equal distance to its 
length. 

 ⇒ Relative speed in same direction (40–20) 
 = 20 km/h 
 ⇒ Therefore, length of the train=speed×time=20 km/hr×5 

sec. 
 = 20 × m/s × 5 sec. 

 = 27  meters 
61. (1) Let one number is x 
  According to question x + y = 40 
  xy = 375 
 ⇒ + ⇒  

3 unit discount

+48 +2
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 ⇒  (put value given in question) 

 ⇒  
62. (1) √a = √26 + √7 + √63 
 Take round figure 
 ⇒ √a < √27 + √8 + √64 
 ⇒ √a < 3 + 2 + 4 
 ⇒ √a > 9 
 ⇒ a<9  
 ⇒ a< 729 
 Option (1) is answer 
63. (1) √5 + √3 = 5 + 3 + 2√15 = 8 + 2√15 
  √6 + √2 = 6 + 2 + 2√12 = 8 + 2√12 
 √15 > √12 
 = √5 + √3 > √6 + √2 
 = option (1) is correct 
64. (4) If the shadow is 130 cm the actual height is 169 cm 
 If the shadow is 1 cm the actual height is  

 If the shadow is 420 cm the actual height is = × 420 = 
546 cm 

65. (3) 푥 + = 6 
 Take values of x 
 Let x=3 
 3 + = 6 
 Prove So, x = 3 
 ∴ x2 + = 9 + = 10 
66. (4) According to question 

   
  AB = 2r = 14 cm 
  PB = 12 cm 
 ∠APB=90º (angle in the semicircle) 
 Let AN=x and NB=(14–x) 
 ∴ In ∆APB 
  AB2 = PB2 + AP2 
  (14)2 = (12)2 + (AP)2 
  196=144+(AP)2 
  (AP)2 = 196 – 144 
  (AP)2 = 52 
  AP = √52 
 In ∆APN 
 AP2 = PN2 + AN2 

  √52 = x + PN  

  PN = x2 + PN2 
  PN2 = 52 – x2 ......(i) 
 In ∆PNB 
  PB2 = PN2 + NB2 
  (12)2 = PN2 + (14–x)2 
  PN2 = 144 – (14–x)2 ....(ii) 
 52 – x2 = 144 – 196 – x2 + 28x 
  28x = 104 
  x=  

  x =  
 NB = 14 – x 
 NB = 14 –  

  NB=  

 NB=10  cm  
67. (4) According to question Given: 

   
  ∠C=40º ∠B=70º 
  ∴In ∆ABC 
  ∠A + ∠B + ∠C=180º 
  ∠A =180º–40º–70º 
  ∠A =70º 
 As we know that 
 ∴ ∠BOC=2A 
 (O is a circumcentre) 
  ∠BOC=2×70º=140º 
68. (4) Let the score of highest innings = x 
  the score of lowest innings=y 
  According to the question 
 Average of 40 innings of cricket plyer=50 runs 
 Sum of 40 innings runs=50×40=2000 
 Average of 38 innings runs=48 
 Sum of 38 innings runs=48×38=1824 
 ∴ x + y = 2000 – 1824 
  x + y = 176.......(i) 
  x – y = 172.......(ii) (given) 
 Solve equation (i) and (ii) x = 174 y = 2 
 ∴ Highest score = 174 
69. (1) x sinθ+ycosθ=4  
  xcosθ–ysinθ=2 
 Square and add above two equations 
  (x2+y2)(cos2θ+sin2θ)=42+22   
  (x2 + y2) (1)=16+4 
  x2 + y2 = 20   

N

P

A B

A

B C

O
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70. (4) cosθ cosec23º=1 
 sin (90- θ), cosec 23 = 1 
 sin (90- θ),  
 it is only possible when 90 - θ = 23 ⇒ θ = 67° 
71. (2) Total expenditure=Rs. 1,00,000 crores 
 Amount spent on education + Health = 10% + 54º 

  = 10 ×
°
+54° 

  =36º + 54º = 90º 
 Spent amount will be 100000× °

°
 

 =Rs. 25000 
72. (1) Required percentage 
 = 

 
× 100  

 = °
°

× 100 = 15% 
73. (4) Required difference % = Defence – Non plan = 15% – 

36º 
  = 15% - × %(∵ 1° = %) 
  = 15% – 10% = 5% 
74. (3) According to the question, 
  Required=30% – °

°
× 100 % = 25% 

75. (4) If 360º=3,00,000 
  1° = , ,  

  Required amount= , , (54− 18) 
  = 30,000 crore 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

76. (2) 
77.  (1) 
78. (4) 
79. (1) 
80. (3) 
81. (c) use "in" in place of "on" 
82. (2) use "greatest" in place of "finest" 
83. (2) many a man takes singular verb so  use "has" in place 

of "have" 
84. (2) determination means the ability to continue trying to do 

something, although it is very difficult so option (b) is right  
 Obstinacy - unreasonably determined, especially to act in a 

particular way and not to change at all, despite what 
anyone else says 
Determination - The ability to continue trying to do 
something, although it is very difficult  
Decision - A choice that you make about something after 
thinking about several possibilities 
Obligation - The fact that you are obliged to do something 

85. (1) overwhelming means difficult to fight against so option 
(a) is right  

 Overwhelming - Very great or strong  
Overriding - More important than anything else  

86. (2) fatally means a fatal illness, accident, etc. causes death 
so option (b) is right 
Fatally - A fatal illness, accident, etc. causes death  
Vitally - Necessary for the success or continued existence 
of something; extremely important 

87. (1)  
Futility - (of actions) having no effect or achieving nothing  

88. (2) 
Dainty - Small, delicate, and often moving in a careful way 

89. (3) 
Misanthrope - Someone who dislikes and avoids other 
people  
Anthropologist - Someone who scientifically studies 
humans and their customs, beliefs, and relationships  
Philanthropist - The giving away of money, esp. in large 
amounts, to organizations that help people  
Mercenary - Interested only in the amount of money that 
you can get from a situation/Soldier paid to fight by any 
country 

90. (3) 
Bypass - To avoid something by going around it  
Breach - An act of breaking a law, promise, agreement, or 
relationship 
Bottleneck - A problem that delays progress  

91. (3) 
Donation - To give money or goods to help a person or 
organization 
Honorarium - A usually small amount of money paid to 
someone for a service for which no official charge is made 
Ransom  - A large amount of money that is demanded 
in exchange for someone who has been taken prisoner, or 
sometimes for an animal  

92. (2) 
Assassin - Someone who kills a famous or important 
person, usually for political reasons or in exchange for 
money  

93. (3) 
94. (1) 
95. (4) 
96. (2) "prevention is better than cure" is a proverb 
97. (2) 
98. (4) use "demolishing" in place of "bringing down" 

Demolishing - Pull or Knock down (building) 
99. (1) use "called off" in place of "banned" 
100. (3) use "deadline" in place of "time-line" 
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