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                 Quest I.B.S. 

ECONOMIC WATCH 
Growth Rates 

1. RBI growth estimate of India for 2017-18                            7.4 % 
2.  World Bank forecast for India’s GDP growth for 2017-18     7.2% 
3. ADB forecast for India’s GDP growth for 2017-18                7.4% 
4.  IMF projected GDP growth for India in 2017-18 at                7.2% 
5.  Fiscal deficit of India for 2017-18                                          3.2% 
6.  Current account deficit for 2017-18                  1.2% of India’s GDP 

India Ranking in different Indexes 
1. Ease of Doing Business Index 2017 130th 
2. Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 2016 10th 
3. Global Competitiveness Index 2016 39th 
4. Good Country Index 2015 70th 
5. Global Human Capital Report 2016 105th 
6. Global Hunger Index 2016 97th 
7. Global Innovation Index 2016 66th 
8. Global Peace Index (GPI) 2016 141st 
9. Global Slavery Index 2016 4th 
10. Global Talent Competitiveness Index 2016 89th 
11. Intellectual Property Index 2016 37th 
12. Logistics Performance Index 2016 35th 
13. Sustainable Development Goal Index 2016 110th 
14. World Economic Freedom Index 2016 112th 
15. World Happiness Index 2016 118th 
16. World Press Freedom Index 2016 133rd 
18. World Risk Index 2016 77th 

FDI Limits 
List of Limits in Various Sectors  (In %) 
1. Petroleum Refining by PSU  49% 
2. Pharmaceutical Sector  74% 
3. Medical Devices  100% 
4. White Label ATM Operation  100% 
5. Cable Networks  100% 
6. Print Media  26% 
7. Civil Aviation  100% 
8. Private security agencies  49% 
9. Private Sector Banking  74% 
10. Public Sector Banking  20% 
11. Insurance and sub-activities  49% 
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NATIONAL NEWS 
Prime minister of Bangladesh visited India 

 
 Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina was on an 

official visit to India from 7th to 10th April 2017. 
 
Highlights of the visit: 
 In a bid to strengthen bilateral ties, India and Bangladesh 

signed 22 agreements for cooperation in various areas viz, 
civil nuclear cooperation, cyber security, media, judicial 
sector, peaceful uses of outer space, defence, information 
technology, electronics and transport connectivity. 

 These agreements were signed in presence of Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in New Delhi. 

 PM Modi announces $4.5 billion line of credit to Bangladesh. 
 India Commits $500 Million for Bangladesh Military. 
 India also announced $4.5 billion line of credit for 

development projects in Bangladesh. 
 With an aim to promote people-to-people ties and increasing 

connectivity, third bus service between Kolkata and Dhahka 
via. Khulna (in Bangladesh) has been launched. 

  Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina and West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee jointly flagged off the trial run of the 
Kolkata Khulna passenger train through video-conference 
form New Delhi. This train service has been named as 
Maitree Express-II.  

 
NIMCARE World Health Day Summit 2017 
 The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated 

the first NIMCARE World Health Day Summit 2017 in New 
Delhi. 

 The slogan of the first NIMCARE World Health Day Summit 
is, ‘Unite for a Healthy Mind’. 

'Bharat ke Veer' web portal 

 Home Minister Rajnath Singh launched a “Bharat ke Veer” 
web portal and mobile application that will enable donors 
contribute towards the families of soldiers who lost their lives 
in the line on duty. 

 This website is technically supported by National Informatics 
Centre (NIC) and powered by State Bank of India. 

 ‘Deendayal Rasoi Yojana’ 
 Madhya Pradesh government has launched ‘Deendayal Rasoi 

Yojana’. 
 Under this subsidized meals will be available at Rs 5 per 

plate to people, especially the economically disadvantaged 
sections of society. 

Adarana Scheme 
 Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu has announced the re-

launch of ‘Adarana’ scheme. 
 This scheme is launched for improving traditional 

occupations. 
 Under this scheme modern tools, technology, marketing, and 

financial support would be extended to artisans and those 
pursuing traditional occupations to raise their income levels 
and provide employment in the rural areas. 

India’s first ideal digital village 
 Harisal village in Maharashtra 

was adopted by Microsoft to be 
developed as India’s first ideal 
digital village. 
 

About Maharashtra: 
 Capital: Mumbai 
 Population: 114.2 million  
 Official bird: Yellow-footed green pigeon 

 
11th North East Business Summit  
 The 11th North East Business Summit (NEBS) held in New 

Delhi. 
 This initiative is to facilitate investment, highlight strengths 

of the North-East Region (NER) and business opportunities 
which North-East has to offer. 

New Chief Justices of High Court 
 Chhattisgarh High Court: Justice Thottathil Bhaskaran Nair 

Radhakrishnan 
 Kerala High Court: Justice Navaniti Prasad Singh 
 Madhya Pradesh High Court: Justice Hemant Gupta 
 Patna High Court: Justice Rajendra Menon 
 Jharkhand High Court: Justice Pradip Kumar Mohanty 
 

CURRENT AFFAIRS APRIL 2017 
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Krishi Unnati Mela  
 Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan 

Singh has inaugurated a three-day 
Krishi Unnati Mela for providing 
information on new farm schemes 
and technologies that will help 
farmers double their incomes by 2022. 

 The fair held at Pusa in the national capital and organised by 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI). 

International Buddhist Conference  
 International Buddhist Conference was inaugurated by Dalai 

Lama and Dr.Mahesh Sharma, Minister of Culture and 
Tourism at Rajgir International Buddhist Conference, Bihar. 

Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojna  
 Senior citizens, living below the 

poverty line, will now get for free 
assistive devices like hearing aids 
and wheelchairs under the 
government's Rs 477 crore scheme 
which is set to be rolled out next week. 

 The proposed 'Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojna'  launched at a camp 
in Andhra Pradesh's Nellore district. 

Ganga and Yamuna rivers declared living entities 
 The Uttarakhand high court has recognized the Ganga and 

the Yamuna as so-called living entities, giving the rivers that 
have seen years of damage at the hands of humans, a legal 
voice. 

 It is the first time a court has recognized a non-human as a 
living entity in India. 

 The two rivers thus have the right to be legally protected and 
not be harmed/destroyed. They can also be parties to 
disputes. 

India’s longest highway tunnel  
 India's longest highway tunnel at Chenani Nashri, between 

Udhampur and Ramban in Jammu & Kashmir was 
inaugurated by prime minister Narendra Modi. 

 This tunnel is 10.89 km and absorbed a sum of Rs 2519 crore 
in its construction. 

 The tunnel is the longest highway tunnel in India with 
features like Integrated Traffic Control System (ITCS), 
Video Surveillance System and FM Rebroadcast System. 

International Diamond Conference  
 The Gem and Jewellery Export Promotion Council of India 

(GJEPC) organised International Diamond Conference at 
Hotel Hyatt Mumbai. 

 Theme:  “Mines to Market 2017”. 
Power for All Scheme  
 It is a joint initiative of the central 

government and the state 
governments.  

 It intends to provide 24X7 electricity 
to all households, industry, 

commercial business and other electricity consuming entities 
within the time span of 4 years.  

 Uttar Pradesh has become the last state to sign the “Power for 
All” agreement with Union Government.  

Operation Durga  
 It is an operation launched by Haryana Government, similar 

to ‘Anti-Romeo Squad’ of UP.  
 It intends to ensure women safety. Under this operation, 

teams formed under the CM’s Flying Squad visited public 
places such as schools, colleges, bus stands and railway 
stations and caught people indulging in crime against women 
like eve-teasing, stalking, harassment and other such 
activities. 

First state to adopt SHG based financial inclusion 
model 
 Odisha has become the first state to adopt Self Help Group 

based financial inclusion model.  
 The SHGs formed under the Odisha Livelihood Mission or 

OLM will be eligible to provide banking services. 
National Commission for Socially and Educationally 
Backward Classes (NSEBC) 
 The government will soon be introducing a bill in the 

Parliament to accord Constitutional Body status to National 
Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC).  

 This will be done by inserting Article 338 B through a 
Constitutional Amendment in the Indian Constitution.  

 This amendment will provide NCBC status equivalent to 
NCSC (Article 338) and NCST (Article 338A). The 
amendment will also add Article 342 A that will make 
requirement of Parliamentary approval necessary for any 
addition or omission of any class as OBC. 

Madhukar Gupta Committee 
 The Committee constituted under the Chairmanship of Shri 

Madhukar Gupta, has submitted its report to the Government 
to strengthen border protection and address vulnerabilities in 
fencing along the Indo-Pakistan border.  

 The Committee has given its recommendations broadly on 
the issues of Threats and Border Protection, assessment of 
force level, deployment on the border, infrastructure and 
technology issues for protection of border and administrative 
issues.  

Kurukh  
 Kurukh, endangered language, has been awarded official 

language status by the West Bengal Government.  
 It is a tribal language whose mother tongue belongs to 

Dravidian Family – Malto.  
 It is spoken by Oraon Tribal Community who live in Dooars. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Human Development Index,2016 

 
 India has ranked a lowly 131 among the 188 countries 

surveyed for human development 
 India fell under the “medium human development category” 

and its HDI, at 0.624, was behind Sri Lanka and the Maldives 
in South Asia. 

 The top three countries in HDI were Norway (0.949), 
Australia (0.939) and Switzerland (0.939). 

 Central African Republic ranked last. 
About human development report: 
 The Human Development Index (HDI) is a summary 

measure of average achievement in key dimensions of human 
development: a long and healthy life, being knowledgeable 
and have a decent standard of living. The HDI is the 
geometric mean of normalized indices for each of the three 
dimensions. 

 The health dimension is assessed by life expectancy at birth, 
the education dimension is measured by mean of years of 
schooling for adults aged 25 years and more and expected 
years of schooling for children of school entering age.  

 The standard of living dimension is measured by gross 
national income per capita. The HDI uses the logarithm of 
income, to reflect the diminishing importance of income with 
increasing GNI.  

 The scores for the three HDI dimension indices are then 
aggregated into a composite index using geometric mean.  

 

 
 
 
 
State emergency in Egypt 
 President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi declared a three-month state of 

emergency in Egypt following twin church bombings that 
killed dozens of people in two cities. 

 The emergency law expands police powers of arrest, 
surveillance and seizures and can limit freedom of 
movement. 

About Egypt: 
 Capital: Cairo 
 Currency: Egyptian pound 

 
Nomadic Elephant  
 12th Indo-Mongolian Joint 

Military Exercise Nomadic 
Elephant held at Vairengte. 

 Vairengte in Mizoram houses the 
elite Counter-Insurgency and 
Jungle Warfare School of the 
Indian Army. 

G20 Digital Ministerial Meeting held in Germany 
 The G20 Digital Ministerial Meeting was held in Dusseldorf, 

Germany. 
 G20 cooperation on the Digital Economy has become a 

special priority, subsequent to the adoption of Digital 
Economy Development and Cooperation Initiative in the 
2016 Hangzhou Summit, under the Chinese Presidency. 

International Women's Day 
 8 March is celebrated as International Women's Day. 
 This day held around the world to commemorate the struggle 

for women's rights. 
 Theme of this year:  “be bold for change”. 
Surya Kiran- XI 
 A joint military exercise 'Surya Kiran-XI' between India and 

Nepal held in Pithoragarh area of Uttarakhand. 
 This is a battalion level joint exercise between the two 

armies. 
 

About Nepal: 
 Capital: Kathmandu 
 Currency: Rupee 
 Prime Minister: Pushpa Kamal Dahal 

 
Times Higher Education (THE) Asia University 
Rankings 2017 
 1st rank: National University 

(Singapore). 
 2nd rank: Peking University 

(China). 
 27th rank: Indian Institute of 

Science(India). 
 42nd rank: Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay 
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About Times Higher Education: 
 Times Higher Education (THE) is a weekly magazine 

based in London, reporting specifically on news and issues 
related to higher education. 

 
Women in executive government and parliament 
 According to a report published by the Inter-Parliamentary 

Union (IPU) and UN Women, India ranks 148 globally in 
terms of representation of women in executive government 
and parliament.  

 In India, Women make up only 11.8 per cent (64 MPs) of the 
542-member Lok Sabha and 11 per cent (27) of the 245- 
member Rajya Sabha. 

 In terms of women ministers, India ranks 88 with only five 
ministers (18.5 per cent) in the cabinet. 

New Zealand river granted same legal rights as human 
being 
 In a world-first a New Zealand river has been granted the 

same legal rights as a human being. 
 The local Māori tribe of Whanganui river in the North Island 

has fought for the recognition of their river. 
 The new status of the river means if someone abused or 

harmed it the law now sees no differentiation between 
harming the tribe or harming the river because they are one 
and the same. 

About New Zealand 
 Capital: Wellington 
 Currency: Dollar 

 
World Happiness Report 2017 
 1st rank: Norway 
 2nd rank: Denmark 
 122nd : India 
 Last(155th): Central 

African Republic 
 The report was released on March 20 at the United Nations at 

an event celebrating International Day of Happiness. 
Second India-UAE conference on globalisation  
 The second India-UAE conference on globalisation was held 

at Dubai with an aim to promote cooperation between the 
two countries. 

 This conference was organised by All India Management 
Association (AIMA) 

World Tuberculosis day: 24 March 
 World Tuberculosis Day is observed on March 24 each year. 
 It is designed to build public awareness about the global 

epidemic of tuberculosis (TB) and efforts to eliminate the 
disease. 

 The theme of this year’s World TB Day is "Unite to End 
TB". 

Global energy architecture performance index 2017 
 1st rank: Switzerland 
 2nd rank: Norway, 
 87th rank: India 
 This index is released by world economic forum. 

About World economic forum: 
 Headquarters: Cologny, Switzerland 
 Founder: Klaus Schwab 
 Founded: 1971 

 
India Overtakes Japan to Become Third Largest In 
Domestic Air Traffic 
 India has become the third largest aviation market in terms of 

domestic passenger traffic, beating Japan, an industry report 
has said. 

 India's domestic air passenger traffic stood at 100 million in 
2016 and was behind only the US (719 million) and China 
(436 million), Sydney-based aviation think-tank Centre for 
Asia Pacific Aviation (CAPA) said in its latest report. 

9th World Environmental Education Congress  
 9th World Environmental Education Congress will take place 

in Vancouver Canada. 
 The World Environmental Education Congress (WEEC) is an 

international congress addressing education for environment 
and sustainability. 

International Energy Agency 
 India has joined the International Energy Agency as an 

associate member,  
 With India as a member, International Energy Agency now 

formally covers 70% of the world's energy consumption. 
About International energy agency:  
 Headquarter: Paris  
 Member:  29 members. 
 Executive director : Fatih Birol.  
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BANKING 

India and ADB Sign $175 Million Loan Agreement for 
Solar Transmission System 
 The Government of India and the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) signed a $175 
million loan agreement to support construction 
of high voltage transmission systems to 
evacuate power generated from new mega 
solar parks to the interstate grid, and improve reliability of 
the national grid system. 

 The loan will be given to the Power Grid Corporation of 
India Limited (POWERGRID) and will include subprojects 
in various locations in India. 

National Hydrology Project 
 The World Bank has approved a $175 million loan for the 

National Hydrology Project to improve India’s ability to 
forecast floods and reduce vulnerability to recurring floods 
and droughts. 

 The loan from the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (IBRD) has a sixyear grace period in which no 
interest payments will be due. The loan will mature in 23 
years. 

 This National Hydrology Project will aim to cover the entire 
country, including the states along the Ganga and 
Brahmaputra-Barak basins. 

About World bank: 
 Headquarters: Washington, D.C., United States 
 CEO: Kristalina Georgieva  
 Founded: 1944 

 
Idea approves merger with Vodafone India 
 Idea Cellular has approved of a merger with Vodafone India 

and its wholly owned subsidiary Vodafone India Mobile 
Services. 

 It will create India's largest mobile phone company with 
about 400 million customers, 35% customer market share and 
41% revenue market share. 

 Vodafone will own 45.1% in the combined entity. Kumar 
Mangalam Birla and other promoters of Idea Group will hold 
26% and the rest will be owned by the public. 

Bharatiya Mahila Bank (BMB) to be merged with State 
Bank of India 
 The Government of India has decided 

to merge the Bharatiya Mahila Bank 
(BMB) with the State Bank of India 
(SBI) to ensure greater banking 
services outreach to a larger number of women, at a faster 
pace. 

 The objectives of affordable credit to women as well as 
propagation of women-centric products need to be quickly 
achieved through a wider network and lower cost of funds. 

ICICI Bank partners Truecaller for UPI-based 
payment 
 ICICI Bank has announced a partnership with mobile app 

firm Truecaller for a new UPI-based mobile payment service. 
 This mobile service will be called by the name of Truecaller 

Pay and it will allow users of the app to instantly create a UPI 
id, send money to any UPI id or a mobile number registered 
with the BHIM app, ICICI Bank said in a statement. 

 It will also enable users to recharge their mobile number 
from within the Truecaller app itself. 

India's growth to accelerate to 7.4 per cent in 2017-18: 
ADB 
 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) projected India’s 

growth to 7.4 per cent during 2017-18 and go up further to 
7.6 per cent in the next fiscal, remaining ahead of China. 

About ADB: 
 Headquarters: Mandaluyong, Philippines 
 President: Takehiko Nakao 
 Founded: 19 December 1966 
 Membership: 67 countries 

 
Israel signs $2 billion missile deal with India 
 Israel has signed a $2 billion contract with India to supply it 

with missile defence systems, the state-owned Israel 
Aerospace Industries said. 

 Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI) in an announcement said 
that it has been awarded its largest defence contract of almost 
$2 billion for supplying advanced medium-range surface-to-
air missile systems (MRSAM) to India. 

 IAI said it would also supply additional long-range air and 
missile defence systems (LRSAM). 

First bi-monthly monetary policy review 2017-18 
 The Reserve Bank of India, in its first monetary policy 

review of financial year 2017-18, kept the repurchase (repo) 
rate unchanged at 6.25%, citing upward risks to inflation and 
global uncertainty. 

 The Monetary Policy Committee, however, raised the reverse 
repo rate by 0.25 basis points to 6%, and cut the marginal 
standing facility (MSF) rate to 6.5%. 

 The RBI projects the GVA growth to strengthen to 7.4% in 
2017-18 from 6.7% in 2016-17. 

Trade Infrastructure for Export Scheme 
 This scheme is launched by Union Ministry 

of Commerce and Industry 
 This scheme is for developing export linked 

infrastructure in states.  
 It will exclusively focus on projects like 

customs checkpoints, border haats, integrated check posts 
etc.          



 

 
<< 7 >> | I.B.S. QUEST | JUNE, 2017  

 

             Quest I.B.S. 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Medium-range surface-to-air missile (MRSAM) 
systems 
 The Medium Range Surface to 

Air Missile (MRSAM) joint 
venture [JV] involved Israel 
Aerospace Industries and Rafael 
teaming up with India's Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation and the Indian Air Force to build medium range 
surface-to-air missiles (MRSAMs). 

 The missile has maximum speed of Mach 2 with a maximum 
operational range of 70 km which was later increased to 100 
km 

Priority Pathogens  
 These are anti-biotic resistant super-bugs which are named as 

priority pathogens by World Health Organisation.  
 WHO has classified 12 pathogens as priority pathogens and 

divided them into 3 categories: critical, high and medium.  
 High and medium priority categories include pathogens 

causing more common diseases such as gonorrhoea and 
salmonella-induced food poisoning. The critical category 
consist of bacterium from 3 families that are resistant to 
carbapenem antibiotics – antibiotics of last-resort. 

Nirbhay Missile  
 India unsuccessfully test fired Nirbhay missile.   
 It was fourth test of Nirbhay missile and out of four, three 

have ended in failure.  
 Nirbhay is a long range surface-to-surface nuclear-capable 

subsonic cruise missile developed indigenously by the 
DRDO.  

 It is capable of carrying conventional and nuclear warheads 
and has a range of more than 1000 km with a weight of about 
1500 kg and has a length of 6 metres 

SREP (Seabed Resident Event Profiler) Robot  
 This robot has been developed by CSIR National Institute of 

Oceanography or CSIR-NIO.  
 It intends to carry out studies related to the monsoon, global 

climate and upwelling.  
INLCU L51 
 It is the first of eight ships of 

the LCU Mk IV 
Class(Landing craft utility).  

 It has been built by Garden 
Reach Ship Builders and 
Engineers Ltd. Based in Kolkata.  

 It will service around Andaman and Nicobar Islands to check 
poaching, illegal fishing, drug trafficking and other unlawful 
activities in the Indian Ocean Region. 

BrahMos Missile 
 The increased range, land version of BrahMos Missile was 

successfully test fired from Integrated Test Range, 
Chandipur, Odisha.  

 The increased range is pegged at 450 kilometers with top 
speed in super-sonic range of 2 Mach. 

 It is 2 staged missile, first stage being solid fuelled and 
second stage being ramjet liquid propelled. It has a carrying 
capacity of 300 kilograms and can carry both nuclear as well 
as conventional weapons. 

Chandrayaan-1 Mission 
 Recently NASA has spotted 

Chandrayaan-1 launhed by ISRO. 
 This mission was a failure.  
 Chandrayaan-1 was India’s fist 

lunar probe which lost its 
connection with ISRO after around 
one year of its launch in October 2008 accomplishing 95% of 
its objectives before the connection was lost. 

INS Tillanchang 
 INS Tillanchang, a Water Jet Fast Attack Craft (WJFAC) 

was commissioned into the Indian Navy. 
 It is a Water Jet Fast Attack Craft that has been 

commissioned in Indian Navy.  
 It is 3rd of the 4 ship frigate. The first two WJFAC were INS 

Tarmugli and INS Tihayu. 
Copernicus Observation Programme 
 This is world’s largest single earth observation programme. It 

is directed by the European Commission in partnership with 
ESA. It consists of constellation of seven Sentinel Earth 
Observation Satellites. 

 This programme is successor to previous European Envisat 
programme between 2002-2012.  
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SPORTS 

Thailand International Tournament 
 Indian boxer K Shyam Kumar (49kg) clinched a gold medal 

at the Thailand International Tournament in Bangkok without 
even stepping inside the ring for his summit clash. 

Chinese Grand Prix 
 Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton 

has won Chinese Grand Prix  
 Vettel finished second. 
Davis Cup  
 India sealed a 4-1 win against Uzbekistan in the second 

round of the Davis Cup Asia/Oceania Group I tie in 
Bangalore to advance to the World Group playoff. 

About Davis Cup 
 The Davis Cup is the premier international team event in 

men's tennis. 
 It is run by the International Tennis Federation (ITF). 
 The competition began in 1900 between Great Britain and 

the United States. 
 
Asian School Hockey Championship 
 Winner : India 
 Runner up: Malaysia 
 Venue: Bhopal(Madhya Praesh) 
Santosh Trophy  
 Winner: Bengal 
 Runner up: Goa 
 Santosh Trophy is a major Football 

tournament in India. 
All England Badminton Championship 
 Men’s Single: Malaysia’s Lee Chong 

Wei 
 Women’s Single: China’s Tai Tzu-ying 
 Men’s Double: Indonesia’s Marcus 

Gideon and Kevin Sukamuljo 
 Women’s Double: South Korea’s Chang Ye Na and Lee So 

Hee 
 Mixed Double: China’s Lu Kai and Huang Yaqiong 
Vijay Hazare Trophy 2017 
 Winner: Tamil Nadu. 
 Runner up: West Bengal. 

 This was the 15th season of the Vijay Hazare Trophy, a List 
A cricket tournament in India. It was contested by the 28 
domestic cricket teams of India. 

Australian Grand Prix 
 Winner: Ferrari's Sebastian Vettel  
 Runner up: Mercedes’s Lewis Hamilton.  
Deodhar Trophy 
 Winner:  Tamil Nadu  
 Runner up: India B 
 Venue:  ACA-VDCA stadium in Visakhapatnam. 

About Deodhar trophy: 
 The Deodhar Trophy is a List A cricket competition in 

Indian domestic cricket. It is named after Prof. D. B. 
Deodhar (known as the Grand Old Man of Indian cricket).  
Tamilnadu is the winner of 2017 edition. 

 
India Open 2017 title 
 India’s badminton star PV Sindhu added yet another title to 

her name after winning the India Open Super series title in 
New Delhi. 

 This was her first title at home as she beat Rio Olympic gold 
medallist Carolina Marin in the final. 

Wisden’s Leading Cricketer in the World for 2016 
 India cricket team skipper Virat Kolhi was named Wisden’s 

Leading Cricketer in the World for 2016. 
 Kohli scored 1215 Test runs at a 

brilliant average of 75.93 last year. 
His 10 ODI appearances fetched him 
739 runs at 92.37, while he scored 
641 T20 International runs at 106.83. 

FIFA rankings  
 1st Rank: Brazil 
 2nd Rank: Argentina 
 101st rank: India 

About FIFA: 
 President: Gianni Infantino 
 Headquarters: Zürich, Switzerland 
 Membership: 211 national associations 
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AWARDS 

64th National Film Awards 
 Best Feature Film- Kaasav 

(Marathi) 
 Best Actor - Akshay Kumar 

(Rustom) 
 Best Actress - Surabhi 

Lakshmi (Minnaminungu) 
 Best Hindi Film- Neerja 

(Ram Madhvani) 
 Best Director - Rajesh Mapuskar (Ventilator) 
 Best Film on Social Issues - 'Pink' 
 Best Supporting Actor - Manoj Joshi (Dashkriya) 
 Best Supporting Actress - Zaira Wasim (Dangal) 
 Best Debut Film of a Director - Deep Chaudari (Alifa) 
 Best Popular Film Providing Wholesome Entertainment - 

'Sathamanam Bhavathi' 
 Best Children's Film - 'Dhanak' (Hindi) 
 Best Child Artist - Adhish Praveen (Kunju Daivam), Saj 

(Noor Islam), Manohara (Railway Children) 
 Best Male Playback Singer - Sundara Iyer (Joker) 
 Best Female Playback Singer - Iman Chakraborty (Praktan) 
 Best Special Effect Award- 'Shivaay' 
 Best Environmental film including agriculture - The Tiger 

Who Crossed The Line 
 The most film friendly state award was given to- Uttar 

Pradesh. 
 The best film critic award was given to- G. Dhananjayan. 
 Best Book on Cinema award was given to Lata- Sur Gatha, 

authored by Yatindra Mishra. 
Asian Businesswoman of the Year 
 Bihar-origin Asha Khemka was named “Asian 

Businesswoman of the Year” at an event in Birmingham. 
 This award was conferred on her, among others, at the 5th 

annual Asian Business Awards Midlands, which honours the 
success and achievements of local Asian businesses, at the 
Edgbaston cricket ground. 

Pulitzer’s Prize 2017 
Journalism 
 Public Service- The 

staff of the New York 
Daily News and 
ProPublica. 

 Breaking News Reporting- The staff of East Bay Times. 
 Investigative Reporting: Eric Eyre, the Charleston Gazette-

Mail. 
 Explanatory Reporting- The Panama Papers, by the 

International Consortium of Investigative 

 Journalists, McClatchy and the Miami Herald. 
 Local Reporting- The staff of The Salt Lake Tribune. 
 National Reporting- David Fahrenthold, The Washington 

Post. 
 International Reporting- The staff of The New York Times. 
 Feature Writing- C.J. Chivers of The New York Times. 
 Commentary- Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal. 
 Criticism- Hilton Als, The New Yorker. 
 Editorial Writing- Art Cullen, The Storm Lake Times. 
 Editorial Cartooning- Jim Morin, Miami Herald. 
 Breaking News Photography- Daniel Berehulak, The New 

York Times. 
 Feature Photography- E. Jason Wambsgans, Chicago 

Tribune. 
Letters, Drama And Music 
 Fiction- The Underground Railroad, by Colson Whitehead. 
 Drama- Sweat, by Lynn Nottage. 
 Biography or Autobiography- The Return, by Hisham 

Matar. 
 Poetry- Olio, by Tyehimba Jess. 
 Music- Angel's Bone, by Du Yun. 
Krishi Karman Award 2015-16 
 The Union Ministry of Agriculture has selected Himachal 

Pradesh for the Krishi Karman Award 2015-16 for 
commendable increase in food grains production. 

 During last five years, the total food grains production has 
increased from 14.94 lakh tone to 16.34 lakh ton. 

'Artist of the Year' 
 Actress, award-winner and New England native Viola Davis 

has been named the 2017 Harvard Foundation Artist of the 
Year. 

Saraswati Samman 2016 
 Winner- Konkani writer 

Mahabaleshwar Sail for his 
novel 'Hawthan'. 

 Prize money- 15 lakh . 
Zee Cine Awards 2017  
 Best Film- Pink 
 Best Actor Female- Alia Bhatt – Udta Punjab 
 Best Actor Male- Amitabh Bachchan – Pink 
 Best Debutante Female- Ritika Singh – Saala Khadoos 
 Best Debutante Male- Jim Sarbh – Neerja 
 Best Director: Ram Madhvani – Neerja 
 Best Supporting Actor Female- Shabana Azmi – Neerja 
 Best Supporting Male- Rishi Kapoor – Kapoor and Sons 
 Best Actor in a Negative Role- Jim Sarbh – Neerja 
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 Best Actor in a Comic Role- Rishi Kapoor – Kapoor and 

Sons 
 Viewer’s Choice Best Film- Dangal 
 Viewer’s Choice Best Actor- Salman Khan (Sultan) 
 Viewer’s Choice Best Actor Female- Anushka Sharma 

(Sultan) 
World’s Best Airport  
1. Changi Airport Singapore 
2. Tokyo International Airport (Haneda) 
3. Incheon International Airport 
4. Munich Airport 
5. Hong Kong International Airport 
Global Teacher Prize 
 Maggie MacDonnell, A Canadian who teaches at a school in 

a fly-in-only village in the Arctic has won a $1m (£800,000) 
Global Teacher Prize at a ceremony in Dubai. 

 MacDonnell was among 10 finalists chosen from 20,000 
nominations and applications from 179 countries. 

Abel Prize 2017  
 French mathematician Yves 

Meyer was awarded the 2017 
Abel Prize for his work on 
wavelets. 

 It is a mathematical theory 
with applications in data 
compression, medical imaging and the detection of 
gravitational waves. 

 Prize money:  6 million Norwegian krone (about £600,000) . 
Kuldip Nayar Journalism Award 
 The first Kuldip Nayar Journalism Award was given to 

NDTV’s Ravish Kumar. 
 The award ceremony was held in New Delhi’s India 

International Centre. 
 Prize money:  Rs 1 lakh. 
Kala Ratan Award 
 Veteran actor Anupam Kher was honoured with the Kala 

Ratan Award by Vice President Hamid Ansari. 

 Anupam Kher was also honoured with the Padma Shri in 
2004 and the Padma Bhushan in 2016 for his contribution in 
the field of cinema and arts. 

Sikh Jewel Award 
 Indian-origin British director Gurinder Chadha has been 

honored with the 2017 Sikh Jewel Award for her immense 
contribution to British cinema. 

 Gurinder Chadha is an Indian-origin British director. 
.Pravasi Bharatiya Samman award 
 Priti Patel, the UK Government's Secretary of State for 

International Development and first ever UK-India diaspora 
Champion, has been awarded India's highest honour for 
members of the Indian diaspora. 

Asian Hockey Player of Year 
 India forward SV Sunil was named the Asian Hockey 

Federation (AHF) Player of the Year for 2016. 
 Harmanpreet Singh was chosen as the Promising Player of 

the Year in the continental body’s annual awards. 
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize 
2017 
 Dawit Isaak has been chosen to receive the 2017 

UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize. 
 Prize money: $25,000. 
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PERSON IN NEWS 

APPOINTMENTS 
 
New Indian Ambassador to Germany 
 Mukta Dutta Tomar was 

appointed as new Indias 
Ambassador to Germany. 

 He is presently working as the 
Additional Secretary in the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA). 

New UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador 
 Actress and philanthropist Kristin Davis  has appointed as the 

Goodwill Ambassador of UNHRC.  
About United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR):  
 The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR), also known as the UN Refugee Agency, is a 
United Nations programme mandated to protect and 
support refugees. 

 Headquarters:  Geneva, Switzerland.  
 
New RBI Executive Director 
 The Reserve Bank has appointed Malvika Sinha as Executive 

Director  
 As Executive Director, she will look after foreign exchange 

department, department of government and bank accounts 
and internal debt management wing, RBI said in a release. 

New MD and CEO of Karnataka Bank 
 Mahabaleshwara Mavinakudige Subrahmanya is the CMD of 

Karnataka Bank Ltd. 
 He succeeds Polali Jayarama Bhat. 

About Karnataka bank: 
 Headquarters: Mangalore 
 CEO: Polali Jayarama Bhat  
 Founded: 1924 
 Motto: Your family bank. Across India 

 
New Ambassador of India to Andorra 
 D. Bala Venkatesh Varma has been concurrently accredited 

as the next Ambassador of lndia to the Principality of 
Andorra.  

About Andorra: 
 Capital: Andorra la Vella 
 Currency: Euro 
 Prime Minister: Antoni Martí 
 

 

New Chairman Central Water 
Commission 
 Narendra Kumar has assumed the 

charge of Chairman, Central Water 
Commission (CWC). 

New envoy of India to Nepal 
 Manjeev Singh Puri has been appointed the new Indian 

envoy to Nepal. 
 He will succeed Ranjit Rae, whose term came to an end last 

month. 
New deputy governor of RBI 
 BP Kanungo was appointed Deputy 

Governor in Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) for three years. 

 He has been appointed in place of R 
Gandhi. 

 New Chief Minister of Manipur 
 Biren Singh has become the new 

Chief Minister of Manipur. 
 This is for the first time that the BJP 

has formed government in the North 
Eastern state of Manipur. 

New Chairman of  PAC  
 Mallikarjun Kharge has appointed as the Chairman of Public 

Accounts Committee (PAC) of Parliament. 
 He will succeed K V Thomas who is completing three terms 

in the post. 
New CM of Punjab 
 Amarinder Singh took oath as Chief 

Minister of Punjab  
 Amarinder sworn in as the state's 26th 

chief minister along with nine cabinet 
ministers. 

New CM of Uttarakhand  
 BJP leader Trivendra Singh Rawat has become the Chief 

Minister of Uttarakhand. 
New CM of Uttar Pradesh 
 Yogi Adityanath sworn in as Uttar Pradesh's 32nd chief 

minister along with 49 ministers. 
 The two deputy minister-designates Keshav Prasad Maurya 

and Dinesh Sharma were among those sworn in by UP 
governor Ram Naik. 

Ambassador of Blind Cricket World Cup 
 Shahid Afridi has been appointed as the 

ambassador for the fifth edition of the 
Blind Cricket World Cup. 
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 Fifth edition of the tournament, to be played in ODI format, 

will be hosted by PBCC in the United Arab Emirates and 
Pakistan in January 2018. 

Vice Chancellor of Nalanda University 
 President Pranab Mukherjee has appointed Sunaina Singh as 

the new vice chancellor of Nalanda University. 
New Chief of Central Board of Excise and Customs  
 Senior bureaucrat Vanaja N Sarna was appointed as 

chairperson of Central Board of Excise and Customs 
(CBEC).. 

 She will take over charge from incumbent Najib Shah. 
New ambassador of India to UN 
 Rajiv Kumar Chander has 

been appointed as 
Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of India to the 
United Nations Offices in 
Geneva. 

 He is currently the consul general of India in Vancouver 
since August 2015. 

First woman DGP of Gujarat 
 Senior IPS officer Geetha Johri was appointed Gujarat's new 

DGP-in-charge, becoming the state's first woman police 
chief. 

 She has replaced incumbent PP Pandey. 
 

OBITUARIES 
Akhilesh Das Gupta Passes Away 
 Badminton Association of India (BAI) president and former 

Union Minister Akhilesh Das Gupta passed away after 
suffering a heart attack. 

 Akhilesh Das Gupta was a Prominent Educationist, 
Professor, Indian Politician & Philanthropist. He was the son 

of Freedom Fighter Late Babu Banarasi Das, former Chief 
Minister of Uttar Pradesh. 

Veteran journalist Arvind Padmanabhan passes away 
 Veteran journalist Arvind Padmanabhan, Executive Editor at 

IANS, died of cardiac arrest. 
 Padmanabhan, who would have turned 50 next month, 

breathed his last at the Holy Family Hospital. 
Popular Tamil writer Asokamitran passes away 
 Noted Tamil litterateur Asokamitran passed away after a 

brief illness, aged 85. 
 A well known novelist and essayist, he was noted for his 

subtlety and refreshing creativity in expression. 
Kishori Amonkar passes away 
 Renowned Hindustani classical vocalist Kishori Amonkar 

passed away after a brief illness. She was 84. 
 Amonkar was recognised as one of the foremost singers in 

the Hindustani tradition and as an innovative exponent of the 
Jaipur gharana. 
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Days to Remember 
MARCH  
March 3  World Wildlife Day 
March 4  World Day of the Fight Against Sexual 

Exploitation 
March 8  International Womens’ Day 
March 13 World Kidney Day & World Rotaract Day 
March 15  World Consumer Rights Day 
March 20 International Day of Happiness 
March 21 World Forestry Day, International Day for the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 
March 22 World Water Day 
March 23 World Meteorological Day 
March 24 World TB Day & International Day for Achievers 
 
APRIL 
April 2 World Austism Awareness Day 
April 7 World Health Day 
April 17 World Haemophilia Day 
April 18 World heritage Day 

April 22 Earth Day 
April 23 World Book and Copyright Day 
April 25 World Malaria Day 
April 29 International Dance Day 
 
MAY 
May 1 International Labour day 
May 3 Press Freedom Day 
May 4 Coal Miners day 
May 8  World Red Cross day 
May 9 Victory Day 
May 11 National Technology Day 
May 12 International Nurses day 
May 14 World Migratory day 
May 15 International Day of the Family 
May 17 World Information Society Day 
May 21 Anti-Terrorism Day 
May 31 World No Tobacco Day 

 

Important International Organizations & their Headquarter 
1. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank – Beijing, China 
2. New Development Bank (BRICS Development Bank) –

 Shanghai, China 
3. Asian Development Bank – Manila, Philippines 
4. International Monetary Fund (IMF) – Washington DC, US 
5. World Bank – Washington DC, US 
6. United Nations Organization (UN) – New York, US 
7. United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) – New York, 

US 
8. United Nations Populations Fund (UNFPA) – New York, 

US 
9. United Nations Conference on Trade & Development 

(UNCTAD) – Geneva, Switzerland 
10. World Health Organization (WHO) – Geneva, Switzerland 
11. World Economic Forum – Geneva, Switzerland 
12. International Labour Organisation – Geneva, Switzerland 
13. World Trade Organisation – Geneva, Switzerland 
14. World Meteorological Organisation – Geneva, Switzerland 
15. World Intellectual Property Organisation – Geneva, 

Switzerland 
16. International Committee of the Red Cross – Geneva, 

Switzerland 
17. United Nations Education Scientific & Cultural 

Organisation (UNESCO) – Paris, France 
18. Organisation for Economic Cooperation & Development 

(OECD) – Paris, France 

19. United Nations Industrial Development Organisation 
(UNIDO) – Vienna, Austria 

20. International Atomic Agency – Vienna, Austria 
21. Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) –

 Vienna, Austria 
22. Amnesty International – London, UK 
23. International Maritime Organisation – London, UK 
24. Commonwealth of Nations – London, UK 
25. North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO)- Brussels, 

Belgium 
26. South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 

(SAARC) – Kathmandu, Nepal 
27. Association of South East Nations (ASEAN) –Jakarta, 

Indonesia 
28. Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) – Singapore 
29. International Cricket Council (ICC) – Dubai, UAE 
30. Food & Agricultural Organisation (FAO) – Rome, Italy 
31. International Court of Justice – The Hague, The 

Netherland 
32. International Olympic Committee – Lausanne, 

Switzerland  
33. The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

(OPCW) – The Hague, The Netherlands 
34. The FédérationInternationale de Football Association 

(FIFA)– Zurich, Switzerland 
35. World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) – Avenue du Mont-

Blanc, Gland, Vaud, Switzerland. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
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Books 

Sr no. Books Author 
1  Truth Always Prevails   Sadruddin Hashwani released 
2  Playing It My Way Sachin Tendulkar 
3 Half Girlfriend Chetan Bhagat  
4  The Life of a Poet, Philosopher and Politician released Biography of Allama Muhammad Iqbal 
5 The Narrow Road to the Deep North Richard Flanagan (2014 Booker Prize.) 
6 The Loneliness of Being Rajesh Khanna Gautam Chintamani 
7  Final Test: Exit Sachin Tendulkar Dilip D’Souza 
8  A Man and A Motorcycle Bette Dam 
9 The Substance and the Shadow Uday Tara Nayar 
10  Pakistan in the Contemporary World T V Paul  
11 A Bad Character Deepti Kapoor. 
12  The Clintons vs. the Obamas Edward Klein  
13  The Vijay Mallya Story Penguin Books 
14  The Lives of Others Neel Mukherjee 
15 One Life is Not Enough Natwar Singh 
16  Strictly Personal, Manmohan and Gursharan Daman Singh  
17 Munger through the Ages late DP Yadav 
18  Gujarat’s success story in Water Management Sriram Vedire. 
19  Assassination of Rajiv Gandhi: An Inside Job?  Faraz Ahmad 
20  Not Just an Accountant CAG Vinod Rai 
21  Yashwardhan Shukla Gods of Antarctica. 
22 Grandmaster Repertoire - 1.e4 vs The French Parimarjan Negi 
23 50 years of man in space Garik Israelien, Brian May and David J Eicher 
24  And then One Day: A Memoir Naseeruddin Shah 
25 Syntheism – Creating God in The Internet Age Alexander Bard 
26 Lal Bahadur Shastri: Lessons in Leadership Pavan Choudary 
27 Getting India Back Bibek Debroy, Ashley Tellis & Reece Trevor. 
28 ‘India Junction – A Window to the Nation Arunendra Kumar 
29 Post Haste: Quintessential India B.G. Verghese 
30 My Years with Rajiv and Sonia R.D.Pradhan 
31 A Stamp is Born C. R. Pakrashi 
32 Arctic Summer Damon Galgut 
33 The candidate Anirudh Bhattacharya 
34 A Rebel And Her Cause: Life and Work Rakhshanda Jalil  
35 Hard Choices Hillary Rodham Clinton 
36   The Accidental Prime Minister: the making and unmaking of 

Manmohan Singh 
Sanjaya Baru  

37 Crusader or Conspirator? Coalgate and other Truths PC Parakh 
38 Anticipating India - The best of national interest Shekhar Gupta 
39 The Substance and the Shadow Uday Tara Nayar 
40 Public Issues Before Parliament Vijay Darda  
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FEBRUARY-2017 
 
‘Jyothirmaya’  
 Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has inaugurated the 

4 lakh square feet latest IT building, ‘Jyothirmaya’ at the 
Infopark in Kochi. 

 It is 9-storeyed building, constructed over six acres of land, 
and will create 80,000 job opportunities. 

About Kerala: 
 Governor P. Sathasivam 
  Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 

 
Madhya Pradesh to ban polythene bags from May 1 
 Madhya Pradesh government has announced a total ban on 

polythene bags in the state from May 1. 
 The state government has also resolved to free the region 

from open defecation. 
1st North East Investors’ Summit  
 The Union Textiles Minister Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani  has 

inaugurated the 1st North East Investors’ Summit in 
Shillong. 

 The theme of the Summit is “Exploring Opportunities in 
North East Region”. 

 The summit aims to showcase the NER as a global 
destination for investment, and to explore the possibility of 
bringing in convergence of efforts of various central 
Ministries and North Eastern States to attract investment in 
NER. 

 ‘Tropex’ exercise 
 The navy’s annual 

Theatre Readiness 
Operational Exercise 
(TROPEX) has 
concluded in 
January 

 TROPEX-2015 was a month long exercise aimed at 
validating the Indian Navy’s Concept of Operations and the 
area of operations spanned the Arabian Sea and Northern 
Indian Ocean. 

  It also encompassed all dimensions of maritime warfare. 
Surajkund International Crafts Mela  
 The 31st edition of the annual Surajkund international crafts 

fair held in Faridabad.  
  Artists from over 20 countries participating in the cultural 

extravaganza. 

 The mela is being hosted jointly by the Haryana Tourism 
Corporation and Surajkund Mela Authority, in collaboration 
with the Union Ministries of Tourism, Textiles, Culture and 
External Affairs. 

 Jharkhand has been chosen to be the Theme State. 
E-Cabinet  
 Arunachal becomes First Northeast 

State to implement e-Cabinet Solution.  
 The entire business of the Cabinet can 

be conducted using the e-Cabinet 
solution. 

 The e-Cabinet solution will give remote access to the 
Ministers to view cabinet notes and them same will be 
circulated well in advance for proper analysis and feedback. 

Global conference on Nuclear Terrorism  
 The Implementation and Assessment Group Meeting of the 

Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism held in New 
Delhi. 

 Nearly 150 delegates from various partner countries and 
international organisations took part into this event.  

'Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan’ 
 The Union Cabinet has approved 'Pradhan Mantri Gramin 

Digital Saksharta Abhiyan' (PMGDISHA) to make 6 crore 
rural households digitally literate. 

 Under the scheme, 25 lakh candidates will be trained in the 
FY 2016-17; 275 lakh in the FY2017-18; and 300 lakh in 
the FY 2018-19. 

Hunar Haat 
 Union Minister of State for Minority Affairs (Independent 

Charge) and Parliamentary Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi inaugurated the second edition of “Hunar Haat”. 

 It is being organized by the Minority Affairs Ministry to 
encourage, promote and provide national and international 
market to master artisans/craftsmen belonging to the 
Minority communities from across the country. 

 Theme: “Craft Aur Cuisine Ka Sangam”.  
National Women’s Parliament  
 The three-day National Women’s Parliament, organized by 

Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly held in the state 
capital region Amaravati. 

 Theme of this parliament:  ‘Empowering Women — 
Strengthening Democracy’.  

 The vision of this was to enable and encourage social, 
political and economic empowerment of women in all strata 
of the society. 

Current Affairs Last 3 Months 
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International Spice Conference from Feb 12-14 In 
Thiruvananthapuram 
 International Spice Conference held in 

Thiruvananthapuram.  
 The theme of the conference was ‘21st Century Spice 

Industry - Disrupt or be Disrupted’. 
Indian Seed Congress 
 The Union Minister of Agriculture 

and Farmers Welfare, Radha Mohan 
Singh has inaugurated Indian Seed 
Congress – 2017, in Kolkata. 

 The theme of Seed Congress is “Seed 
of Joy” 

India’s first floating elementary school  
 Loktak lake, the largest freshwater lake in the country, has 

now become home to first of its kind loktak floating 
elementary school. 

 Situated about 50 km from Imphal, the school has been 
inaugurated at Langolsabi Leikai of Champu Khangpok 
village in Manipur. 

About Manipur: 
 Capital: Imphal 
 Chief Minister: Okram Ibobi Singh 
 Governor: Najma Heptulla 
 Founded: 21 January 1972 

 
World's biggest solar Park 
 China has f built the Longyangxia Dam Solar Park in the 

western province of Qinghai, China. 
 Longyangxia has the capacity to produce a massive 850MW 

of power – enough to supply up to 200,000 households. 
Corruption Perception 
Index, 2016 
 1st rank: New Zealand 
 2nd rank: Denmark 
 79th rank:  India 
 Somalia was ranked the 

most corrupt country.  
World Leprosy Day: 30 January 
 World Leprosy Day is observed internationally on January 

30 to increase the public awareness of the Leprosy or 
Hansen's disease. 

 This day was chosen in commemoration of the death of 
Gandhi, the leader of India who understood the importance 
of leprosy. 

 It is an infectious chronic disease that targets the nervous 
system, especially the nerves in the cooler parts of the body 
- the hands, feet, and face. 

 

World's first country to stop investing in fossil fuels 
 Ireland has voted to be the world's first country to fully 

divest public money from fossil fuels. 
 The Irish Parliament passed the historic legislation in a 90 to 

53 vote in favor of dropping coal, oil and gas investments 
from the 8bn Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, part of the 
Republic's National Treasury Management Agency. 

The world's most valuable brands  
 1st rank: Google 
 2nd rank : Apple 
 Apple’s value fell from $145.9bn in the previous year to 

$107.1bn. 
 The study of 500 brands deemed Amazon the third most 

valuable. 
World's longest flight 
 Qatar Airways launched the world's longest scheduled 

commercial service with its inaugural flight from Doha to 
Auckland. 

 The Boeing 777 flight will take 16 hours and 20 minutes, 
pass over 10 time zones, five countries and travel 14,535 
kilometres before reaching Auckland. 

4 February: The World Cancer Day  
 It aims to save millions of 

preventable deaths each year by 
raising awareness and education 
about the disease, pressing 
governments and individuals across 
the world to take action. 

 The theme of 2017 World Cancer 
Day is ‘We Can, I Can’. 

Third Indian-origin woman to go to space  
 An Indian-origin neurosurgeon currently has been 

shortlisted by NASA for its 2018 space mission under the 
Citizen Science Astronaut (CSA) programme. 

 Shawna Pandya, who was born in Canada, is a general 
physician with the Alberta University Hospital. 

Theme for 2017 BRICS Summit 
 China has released the theme and the cooperation priorities 

of the 2017 BRICS Summit which is scheduled to begin in 
September in Xiamen which is located in east China's 
Fujian Province. 

 Theme "BRICS: Stronger Partnership for a Brighter 
Future," 

About China: 
 Capital: Beijing 
 Currency: Yuan (Renminbi) 
 President: Xi Jinping 
 Prime Minister: Lee Keqiang 
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Aman-17  
 The multinational Aman-17 naval exercise kicked off in 

Karachi with 37 countries taking part in the event. 
 Aman-17 is the fifth such exercise which Pakistan has been 

holding every alternate year since 2007. 
 

About Pakistan: 
 Capital: Islamabad 
 Currency: Rupee 
 President: Mamnoon Hussain 
 Prime Minister: Nawaj Sharif 

 
World Radio Day: 13 February  
 World Radio Day is about celebrating radio, why we love it 

and why we need it today more than ever. 
 The theme for the 2017 edition of World Radio Day is 

“Radio is You!” 
 Italian scientist Guglielmo Marconi is considered as the 

inventor of the Radio. 
UNESCOs Nature Fest held in Himachal Pradesh 
 The 2017 UNESCO Natural 

Heritage Festival was held at 
Great Himalayan National Park 
(GHNP) in Sairopa, Himachal 
Pradesh. 

 The fest was held in 
collaboration with the Wildlife Institute of India (WII). 

 The festival feature a media workshop on environmental 
journalism, discussions on natural and cultural heritage of 
the Himalayan region and a heritage walk. 

About UNESCO: 
 Headquarters: Paris 
 Director General: Irina Bokova  
 Founded: 16 November 1945 
 Members: 195 

 
Cobra Gold Military Exercises 
 Cobra Gold 2017, the 36th iteration of the military exercise, 

took place  in Nakhon Ratchasima Province. 
 In over 30 years, Cobra Gold, which began as a bilateral 

drill between the United States and Thailand, has now 
grown into one of the world’s largest multinational 
exercises, involving some 30 countries. 

About Thailand: 
 Capital: Bangkok 
 Currency: Baht 
 Prime Minister: Prayut Chan-o-cha 

 
 

Economic freedom index, 2017 
 1st rank : Hong kong 
 2nd rank : Singapore 
 143rd rank: India. 
 This index is released by the Heritage Foundation  
 Among South Asian countries, only Afghanistan (163) and 

Maldives (157) were ranked below India. Nepal (125), Sri 
Lanka (112), Pakistan (141), Bhutan (107), and Bangladesh 
(128) surpassed India in economic freedom. 

World Day of Social Justice observed on 20 February  
 The theme for 2017 is "preventing conflict and sustaining 

peace through decent work”. 
 The day is observed with an aim to recognize the need to 

promote efforts to tackle several issues like exclusion, 
unemployment and poverty. 

World's largest importer of major arms  
 India was the world’s largest importer of major arms 2012–

16, accounting for 13 percent of the global total sales, 
 India increased its arms imports by 43 per cent, between 

2007–11 and 2012–16. In the last four years India’s imports 
were far greater than those of its regional rivals China and 
Pakistan. 

 Saudi Arabia was the world’s second largest arms importer 
in 2012-16. 

World Economic Forum (WEF) annual meeting 
 The World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2017 was 

held in Davos-Klosters, Switzerland.  
 The theme was ‘Responsive and Responsible Leadership’. 

About WEF: 
 Headquarters: Cologny, Switzerland 
 Founder: Klaus Schwab 
 Founded: 1971 
 Leader: Klaus Schwab 

 
GAAR ready to take off on April 1 
 General Anti-Avoidance Rule (GAAR) will come into effect 

on April 1 as previously announce. 
 GAAR aims to deny tax benefits to an entity that exploits an 

investment avenue solely for the purpose of avoiding 
payment of taxes in India. 

India's GDP growth likely at 7.1% in 2017-18: HSBC 
 According to HSBC, India is expected to clock a GDP 

growth of 7.1 per cent in 2017-18.  
 The uptick in the growth numbers would be largely driven 

by the remonetisation process which is expected by April 
end as this in turn would boost the consumption levels in the 
country. 
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Corporation Bank inks pact with Religare Health 
Insurance 
 Corporation Bank has entered into agreement with Religare 

Health Insurance Co to market its products and services 
through the distribution network of the Bank across India. 

 The Bank holds around 5% stake in Religare Health 
Insurance. 

Bank of Maharashtra ties up with Cigna TTK 
 Public sector lender Bank 

of Maharashtra has 
partnered with insurance 
company Cigna TTK 
Health to market the insurer’s products in the bank’s 
branches across the entire country. 

 Under the agreement, the bank will offer the all of Cigna 
TTK’s superior health insurance  

Hindustan Motors sells iconic Ambassador car brand 
to Peugeot 
 Ambassador, the iconic Indian car brand is being sold to 

French carmaker Peugeot. 
 The C K Birla Group-owned Hindustan Motors formalized 

the deal for Rs 80 crore. 
IDBI Bank ties up with Consumerfed 
 Kerala State Cooperatives Consumers’ Federation 

(Consumerfed) has tied up with IDBI Bank to facilitate 
cashless purchases for its consumers. 

 Consumerfed runs a network of hundreds of Thriveni fair 
price shops, Neethi fair price medical shops and some 
beverage outlets throughout the state. 

About IDBI Bank: 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Founded: 1964 
 CEO: Kishor Kharat 

 
Corporation Bank bags ‘National MSME Excellence 
Award 2017’ 
 Corporation Bank has been awarded  ‘National MSME 

Excellence Award 2017’ organized by the Federation of 
Industry, Trade and Services (FITS). 

About Corporation Bank: 
 Headquarters: Mangalore 
 Founded: 12 March 1906 
 CEO and MD: Jai Kumar Garg 
 Tagline: A Premier Public Sector Bank 

 
Canara Bank signs MoU with HRD Ministry 
 Canara Bank signed a memorandum of understanding with 

the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) to 

operationalise the Higher Education Financing Agency 
(HEFA). 

 HEFA has been jointly promoted by the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development (MHRD) and Canara Bank with an 
authorised capital of Rs. 2,000 crore.  

About Canara Bank: 
 Headquarters: Bengaluru 
 Founded: 1906 
 Chairman: T.N. Manoharan 
 Tagline: Together We Can 

 
Oriental Bank launches mobile wallet ‘Batuaa’ 
 On the occasion of its 75th 

Foundation Day, Oriental Bank 
of Commerce (OBC) has come 
up with several digital offerings 
including launch of mobile wallet 
‘Oriental Batuaa’.  

 The two MSME schemes that have been launched are 
‘Oriental Sanjeevani’ and ‘Oriental Budget Hotels and 
Restaurants’. 

India Successfully Test Fires Exo-Atmospheric 
Interceptor Missile 
 India successfully conducted a test wherein an incoming 

ballistic missile target was intercepted byan exo-
atmospheric interceptor missile off the Bay of Bengal. 

 With this commendable scientific achievement, India has 
crossed an important milestone in building its overall 
capability towards enhanced security against incoming 
ballistic missile threats. It has entered an exclusive club of 
four nations with developing capabilities to secure its skies 
and cities against hostile threats. 

Researchers develop first stretchable integrated circuit 
using an inkjet printer 
 Researchers from Michigan State University announced the 

creation of the first stretchable integrated circuit using an 
inkjet printer 

 The circuit was developed in the laboratory of Chuan Wang, 
Assistant Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering. 

INSV Tarini  
 The second ocean going sailboat of Indian Navy “Tarini” 

was successfully inducted by the  
 It is the second sailboat after INS Mhadei of Indian Navy. 

INSV Tarini had been conceptualized to promote ocean 
sailing activities and to encourage women empowerment. 

Agni IV Ballistic Missile  
 India successfully conducted the 

test firing of the nuclear-capable 
strategic ballistic missile, Agni IV 
from the Abdul Kalam Island, 
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Balasore, off the Odisha coast.  

 Agni IV is a two-stage solid-propelled, surface-to-surface 
ballistic missile which is designed to carry a payload of 1-
tonne up to a distance of 4,000 km. 

 Designed and developed by the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) the missile is 20 meters 
in length and weighs 17 tonnes. 

About Defence Research and Development Organisation 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Founded: 1958 
 Chairman: Avinash Chander 

 
INS Khanderi 
 INS Khanderi, India’s second French-designed Scorpene-

class diesel-electric attack submarine was launched at the 
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL). 

 Khanderi is the second among the six submarines being 
built at MDL in collaboration with M/s DCNS of France, as 
part of Project 75 of Indian Navy. 

 
ISRO sends record 104 satellites in one go 
 Indian Space Research Organisation or ISRO has created a 

world record in the space arena by sending 104 satellites in 
a single rocket. 

 The space agency's trusted workhorse Polar Satellite Launch 
Vehicle PSLV-C37, on its 39th mission, took off from 
Sriharikota space centre with the 104 satellites belonging to 
international customers. 

 What is significant about the launch is the number of 
satellites carried by a rocket. Compared to successful launch 
by the Russian Space Agency launching 37 satellites in one 
go, India become the first country to script history launching 
104 satellites in a single rocket. 

 It was ISRO's second successful attempt after launching 23 
satellites in one go in June 2015. 

 PSLV first launched the 714 kg CARTOSAT-2 Series 
satellite for earth observation, followed by 103 co-passenger 
satellites, together weighing about 664 kg at lift-off into 
polar Sun Synchronous Orbit, about 520 km from Earth.  

 Of 104 satellites, 96 belong to USA, three from India and 
five from International customers of ISRO -- Israel, 
Kazakhstan, Netherlands, Switzerland, United Arab 
Emirates, respectively. 
 

About ISRO: 
 Headquarters: Bengaluru 
 Founded: 15 August 1969 
 Chairman: AS Kiran Kumar 

 

Indian Coast Guard Ship ICGS AYUSH commissioned 
in Kochi 
 Indian Coast Guard Ship ICGS AYUSH was commissioned 

in Kochi, Kerala. 
 The ship was commissioned by Vice Admiral AR Karwe, 

Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Southern Naval 
Command. 

 The fast patrol vessel (FPV) is fitted with state-of- the-art 
navigational and communication equipment including 
Integrated Bridge System (IBS) and Machinery Control 
System (MCS). 

 Post commissioning, the ship will be based at 
Krishnapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. 

IAF inducts indigenous early warning system 
 The IAF has formally inducted the first indigenously built 

Airborne Early Warning and Control System Netra 
developed by the Defense Research and Development 
Organization at the Aero India exhibition. 

India’s only volcano active again 
 A team of scientists led by Abhay Mudholkar, from CSIR-

National Institute of Oceanography (CSIR-NIO) in Goa 
reported that the volcano is active and spewing smoke and 
lava once again. 

 After lying dormant for 150 years, Barren Island volcano 
erupted in 1991 and has been showing sporadic activity 
since then. 

CNS Kaiyangxing  
 The China’s Navy 

commissioned a 
sophisticated electronic 
reconnaissance ship CNS 
Kaiyangxing or Mizar to 
North Sea Fleet in Qingdao, Shandong province.  

 The new ship is capable of conducting all-weather, round-
the-clock observation on multiple targets.  

 Only a few countries, such as the US and Russia, are 
capable of developing it. 

About China 
 Capital: Beijing 
 Currency: Renminbi 
 President: Xi Jinping 
 
Nirbhay Missile  
 India unsuccessfully test fired Nirbhay missile.   
 It was fourth test of Nirbhay missile and out of four, three 

have ended in failure.  
 Nirbhay is a long range surface-to-surface nuclear-capable 

subsonic cruise missile developed indigenously by the 
DRDO.  
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 It is capable of carrying conventional and nuclear warheads 

and has a range of more than 1000 km with a weight of 
about 1500 kg and has a length of 6 metres. 

 ‘ShaGun’  
 Web portal ‘ShaGun’ is launched for continuous monitoring 

of the elementary education scheme Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
(SSA) and promote the development of education sector of 
India. 

 The portal has been developed by World Bank in 
collaboration with Ministry of Human Resource 
Development.  

 ShaGun has been coined from the words ‘Shala’ meaning 
schools and ‘Gunvatta’ meaning quality. 

 “Thubber”  
 Scientists from Carnegie Mellon University have developed 

a thermally conductive rubber material which is an 
innovative discovery for creating soft, stretchable machines 
and electronics 

 This material is  known by the name of Thubber 
 IT can be used in applications such as wearable computing 

and soft robotics, which require mechanical compliance and 
stretchable functionality. 

Australian Open 2017 
 Australian open tennis 

tournament 2017 was 
concluded on 29th 
January 2017. It is the 
firstGrand Slam tournament of the year. 

Category Winner Runner Up 
Men’s 
Singles 

Roger Federer 
(Switzerland) 

Rafael Nadal 
(Spain) 
 

Women’s 
Singles 

Serena Williams (USA) Venus Williams 
(USA) 
 

Men’s 
Doubles 

J Peers and H Kontinen Bob Bryan 
(USA)and Mike 
Bryan (USA) 

Women’s 
Doubles 
 

Bathenie Mattek Sands 
(USA) and Lucie 
Safarova (Czech 
Republic) 

A. Hlaváčková 
(Czech 
Republic) and S. 
Peng (China) 

Mixed 
Doubles 
 

Abigail Spears (USA) 
and J 
Cabal (Colombia) 

Sania Mirza (India) 
and Ivan 
Dodig (Croatia) 

 
Irani Trophy, 2016-17 
 Winner: Rest of India 
 Runner up : Gujrat 
 Rest of India won the Irani Trophy for the 15th time. 

Syed Modi International GP titles 
 PV Sindhu has won the Syed Modi International Grand Prix 

badminton championships by defeating Gregoria Mariska 
 Sameer Verma emerged victorious in the men’s section. 
Kolkata Marathon 
 Siliguri lad Abul Hossain won the Kolkata Marathon as 

amateur runners from north Bengal and Northeast India 
dominated the first edition of the meet. 

 Hossain won the race with a timing of two hours 34 minutes 
and two seconds to leave Kolkata lad Biswanath Pal second, 
five minutes behind. 

National Snooker Championship title 
 Pankaj Advani has won the Indian National Snooker 

Championship with a 6-0 win over Pandurangaiah of 
Railways in a one-sided final. 

 He became the only Indian men’s cueist to be the holder of 
all national billiards and snooker titles at the same time. 

National Badminton Championship 
 81st Senior Badminton National Championship was held 

recently in Patna.  
 Men’s Singles title winner : Sourabh Verma. 
 Women's singles title: Rituparna Das. 
 Men's doubles title: Satwik Sai Raj R and Chirag Shetty  
 Women's doubles title: Aparna Balan and Prajakta Sawant  
FIFA Under-17 World Cup: Official mascot 'Kheleao' 
unveiled 
 The official mascot 

of the FIFA U-17 
World Cup India 
2017, 'Kheleao' was 
unveiled at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium, New Delhi. 

 The mascot is a clouded leopard called Kheleo.  
 The clouded leopard is an endangered wild cat whose 

habitat extends from the Himalayan foothills to mainland 
Southeast Asia. 

About Federation International de Football Association 
(FIFA): 

 Headquarters: Zurich, Switzerland 
 Founded: 21 May 1904 
 President: Gianni Infantino (Italy) 
 Secretary General: Fatma Samoura (Senegal) 
 Members: 204 
 Motto: For the game, For the world 

 
2017 Blind World T20 
 Winner: India 
 Runner up: Pakistan 
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Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy 2017 
 East Zone clinched the Syed Mushtaq Ali Inter Zonal 

Trophy with their fourth consecutive win as they defeated 
West Zone by eight wickets  

President of Himachal Pradesh Olympic Association 
 Anurag Thakur  elected as 

the new president of 
Himachal Pradesh 
Olympics association 

 Virender Kanwar was 
elected senior vice-
president, while Rajesh Bhandari, who is a vice president in 
the Boxing Federation of India, was elected general 
secretary. 

New PM of Mauritius 
 Pravind Kumar Jugnauth has assumed the office of prime 

minister of Mautritius.  
About Mauritius: 
 Capital: Port Louis 
 Currency: Mauritian rupee 
 Prime minister: Anerood Jugnauth 
 President: Ameenah Gurib 

 
New COO of Ola 
 Transportation app Ola has appointed former PepsiCo 

executive Vishal Kaul as its Chief Operating Officer (COO). 
 He succeeds Pranay Jivrajka, Ola's first employee. 
UN appoints Director of UNIC in New Delhi 
 UN Secretary-General António Guterres has appointed a 

senior Dutch official as head of the world bodys information 
centre in New Delhi, covering India and Bhutan. 

 Derk Segaar of the Netherlands has been appointed Director 
of the United Nations Information Centre (UNIC) in New 
Delhi. He assumed his duties on January 20. 

Acting governor of Meghalaya 
 Assam Governor Banwarilal Purohit was sworn in as the 

acting Governor of Meghalaya by Shillong High Court 
Chief Justice Dinesh Maheshwari at Raj Bhavan. 

 The post had become vacant after V Shanmuganathan 
resigned  

New VC Nalanda University 
 Vijay Pandurang Bhatkar, 

a technocrat who is 
considered the father of 
the Indian Supercomputer, 
has been appointed the 
new Vice-Chancellor of 
Nalanda University, 
Rajgir, in Bihar. 

 He will hold the office for a three-year period from the date 
of his appointment as per the Nalanda University Act, Sec 
11(3). 

New interim head of Postal Bank 
 The Centre has appointed AP Singh, who was earlier Joint 

Secretary in the Department of Investment and Public Asset 
Management, as the interim Managing Director and CEO of 
IPPB. 

 Singh was also in the founding team of the Unique 
Identification Authority of India. 

New police chief of New Delhi 
 Amulya Patnaik, a 1985-batch IPS officer, has been 

appointed as Delhi Police Commissioner. 
 He will take charge from Commissioner Alok Verma who is 

now CBI director. 
UN Appointed Ashok Amritraj as India Goodwill 
Ambassador 
 Award-winning Hollywood film producer and Wimbledon 

tennis player, Ashok Amritraj has been appointed by the 
United Nations as India Goodwill Ambassador for the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Vinod Rai  
 The Supreme Court has appointed 

Vinod Rai as the head of the 
administration panel to oversee 
the affairs of the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI). 

New TTFI chief 
 Dushyant Chautala was elected as president of the Table 

Tennis Federation of India (TTFI) for the next four years at 
the annual general body meeting held at Gurugram. 

 M.P. Singh and Arun Kumar Banerjee will be the new 
secretary general and treasurer respectively. 

New head of African Union 
 Chad’s foreign minister Moussa Faki Mahamat has been 

elected as the new chair of the African Union Commission, 
pledging to place development and security at the top of his 
agenda and streamline the organization's bureaucracy. 

 Moussa was chosen by the 54-member body at a summit 
that has exposed splits over Africa’s relationship with the 
international criminal court and Morocco’s readmission to 
the union. 

India’s Principal Economic Advisor 
 Sanjeev Sanyal, economist, author and former global 

strategist and Managing Director of Deutshe Bank, has been 
appointed as the principal economic adviser in the finance 
ministry. 

 World Economic Forum named him the Young Global 
Leader 2010. 
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New MD & CEO of NSE 
 The National Stock Exchange 

(NSE) named Vikram Limaye, 
Managing Director of IDFC. 

 He will fill the post vacant after 
the resignation of Chitra 
Ramachandra. 

New KPMG India chairman 
 KPMG India board has elected Arun M Kumar as chairman 

and CEO to lead the India operations of the consulting and 
accounting major. 

 He succeeds Richard Rekhy, who stepped down in 
November last year following a large-scale exodus of key 
people from the advisory team. 

New Chairman of Tata Steel Board 
 N Chandrasekaran, chairman-designate of Tata Sons and 

currently the CEO and Managing Director of Tata 
Consultancy Services, was elected as Chairman of Tata 
Steel Board. 

New SEBI chief 
 The government appointed Ajay Tyagi, a low-profile, senior 

bureaucrat in the finance ministry to head the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India, the country’s capital markets 
watchdog. 

 Mr Tyagi will replace UK Sinha who will finish his term on 
March 1, 2017. 

About SEBI: 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Founded: 12 April 1992 
 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is the 

regulator for the securities market in India. 
 
New MD of LIC 
 Hemant Bhargava is appointed as new LIC MD.  

About Life Insurance Corporation of India: 
 Headquarters: Mumbai 
 Founded: 1 September 1956 

 
Ambassador of India to the Republic of Madagascar 
 Subir Dutta has been appointed as the next Ambassador of 

India to the Republic of Madagascar. 
 He was presently appointed in the Embassy of India, 

Vientiane. 
About Madagascar: 
 Capital: Antananarivo 
 Currency: Malagasy Ariary 
 President: Hery Rajaonarimampianina 
 Prime Minister: Olivier Solonandrasana 

 

New Ambassador of India to Philippines 
 Ms. Narinder Chauhan has been appointed as the next 

Ambassador of India to the Republic of the Philippines. 
 She was presently Ambassador of India to the Republic of 

Serbia. 
About Philippines: 
 Capital: Manila 
 Currency: Peso 
 President: Rodrigo Duterte 

 
First IIM woman director 
 Dr. Neelu Rohmetra of Jammu University has been 

appointed as the director of Indian Institute of Management 
Sirmaur, Himachal Pradesh and she has become the first 
woman to helm an IIM in that capacity. 

 The tenure of a new director will be for five years or until 
they turn 65 years of age. 

New ICAI president 
 The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) has 

elected Nilesh Shivji Vikamsey as president and Naveen N 
D Gupta as vice-president.  

 They have been elected for the year 2017-18. 
Pakistan’s first woman foreign secretary 
 Tehmina Janjua was appointed as 

new Pakistan’s foreign secretary. 
 The first woman in the country’s 

history to hold the foreign office, 
Janjua will replace outgoing foreign 
secretary Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry. 

New Assocham President 
 Sandeep Jajodia has been elected President of the industry 

body Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of 
India (Assocham). 

About Assocham: 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Founded: 1920 

 
High Commissioner of India to Rwanda 
 Shri Ravi Shankar has been concurrently accredited as the 

High Commissioner of India to the Republic of Rwanda, 
with residence in Kampala (Uganda). 

 Presently he was High Commissioner of India to the 
Republic of Uganda. 

About Rwanda: 
 Capital: Kigali 
 Currency: Franc 
 President: Paul Kagame 
 Prime Minister: Anastase Murekezi 
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New UN peacekeeping chief 
 UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has announced the 

appointment of Jean-Pierre Lacroix of France to head UN 
peacekeeping for a year. 

 The UN’s political affairs chief, Jeffrey Feltman of the 
United States, will remain at this post, also for a year. 

About France: 
 Capital: Paris 
 Currency: Euro, Franc 
 Prime Minister: Bernard Cazeneuve 
 President: Francois Hollande 

 
High Commisioner to Canada 
 Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson Vikas 

Swarup has been appointed the new High Commissioner to 
Canada. 

 Mr. Swarup, a well-known author, became the MEA 
spokesperson in April 2015. 

AboutCanada: 
 Capital: Ottawa 
 Currency: Dollar 
 Prime Minister: Justin Trudeau 

 
New CM of Tamilnadu  
 Tamil Nadu Governor C Vidyasagar 

Rao has appointed Edappadi K 
Palaniswami as chief minister. 

About Tamilnadu: 
 Capital: Chennai 
 Governor: C Vidyasagar Rao 
 Formation: 26 January 1950 

 
Ambassador of India to Montenegro 
 Ms. Renu Pall has been concurrently accredited as the next 

Ambassador of India to Montenegro, with residence in 
Vienna (Austria). 

 She is expected to take up her assignment shortly. She is 
presently Ambassador of India to Austria. 

About Montenegro: 
 Capital: Podgorica 
 Currency: Euro 
 President: Filip Vujanovic 
 Prime Minister: Dusko Markovic 

 
New Nagaland Chief Minister 
 Naga People’s Front (NPF) President Shurozelie Liezitsu 

was selected as a consensus candidate by the Democratic 
Alliance of Nagaland for the post of Chief Minister. 

 Earlier Nagaland’s Chief Minister TR Zeliang stepped down 
from his post. 

About Nagaland: 
 Capital: Kohima 
 Formed: 1 December 1963 
 Governor: Padmanabha Acharya 

 
PADMA AWARDS, 2017 

One of the highest 
civilian awards of the 
country, Padma honours 
are conferred in three 
categories - Padma 
Vibhushan, Padma 
Bhushan and Padma 
Shri. The awards are given in various disciplines and fields of 
activities like art, social work, public affairs, science and 
engineering. 'Padma Vibhushan' is awarded for exceptional and 
distinguished service; 'Padma Bhushan' for distinguished service 
of high order; and 'Padma Shri' for distinguished service in any 
field. The awards are announced on the occasion of Republic 
Day every year. 
 

WINNERS 
Padma Vibhushan 
Awardee Field of Prominence 
Sharad Pawar Public Affairs  
Murli Manohar Joshi Public Affairs 
P.A. Sangma (posthumous) Public Affairs 
Sunder Lal Patwah (posthumous) Public Affairs 
K.J.Yesudas Art - Music 
Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev Others - Spiritualism 
Udipi Ramachandra Rao  Science & Engineering 
Padma Bhushan 
Awardee Field of Prominence 
Vishwa Mohan Bhatt Art - Music 
Devi Prasad Dwivedi Literature & Education 
Tehemton Udwadia Medicine 
Ratna Sundar Maharaj Others-Spiritualism 
Swami Niranjana Nanda 
Saraswati 

Others-Yoga 

H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri 
Sirindhorn (Foreigner) 

Literature & Education 

Cho Ramaswamy (Posthumous) Literature & Education –
Journalism 

Padma Shri 
 Awardee Field of Prominence 
Basanti Bisht Art-Music 
Chemanchery Kunhiraman Nair Art-Dance 
Aruna Mohanty Art-Dance 
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Bharathi Vishnuvardhan Art-Cinema 
Sadhu Meher Art-Cinema 
T K Murthy Art-Music 
Laishram Birendrakumar Singh Art-Music 
Krishna Ram Chaudhary Art-Music 
Baoa Devi Art-Painting 
Tilak Gitai Art-Painting 
Aekka Yadagiri Rao Art-Sculpture 
Jitendra Haripal Art-Music 
Kailash Kher Art-Music 
Parassala B Ponnammal Art-Music 
Sukri Bommagowda Art-Music 
Mukund Nayak Art-Music 
Purushottam Upadhyay Art-Music 
Anuradha Paudwal Art-Music 
Wareppa Naba Nil Art-Theatre 
Tripuraneni Hanuman Chowdary Civil Service 
T.K. Viswanathan Civil Service 
Kanwal Sibal Civil Service 
Birkha Bahadur Limboo 
Muringla 

Literature & Education 

Eli Ahmed Literature & Education 
Narendra Kohli Literature & Education 
G. Venkatasubbiah Literature & Education  
Akkitham Achyuthan 
Namboothiri 

Literature & Education 

Kashi Nath Pandita Literature & Education 
Chamu Krishna Shastry Literature & Education 
Harihar Kripalu Tripathi Literature & Education 
Michel Danino Literature & Education 
Punam Suri Literature & Education 
VG Patel Literature & Education 
V Koteswaramma Literature & Education 
Balbir Dutt Literature & Education-

Journalism 
Bhawana Somaaya Literature & Education-

Journalism 
Vishnu Pandya Literature & Education-

Journalism 
Subroto Das Medicine 
Bhakti Yadav Medicine 
Mohammed Abdul Waheed Medicine 
Madan Madhav Godbole Medicine 
Devendra Dayabhai Patel Medicine 
Harkishan Singh Medicine 
Mukut Minz Medicine 
Arun Kumar Sharma Others-Archaeology 
Sanjeev Kapoor Others-Culinary 
Meenakshi Amma Others-Martial Art 
Genabhai Dargabhai Patel Others-Agriculture 

Chandrakant Pithawa Science & Engineering 
Ajoy Kumar Ray Science & Engineering 
Chintakindi Mallesham Science & Engineering 
Jitendra Nath Goswami Science & Engineering 
Daripalli Ramaiah Social Work 
Girish Bhardwaj Social Work 
Karimul Hak Social Work 
Bipin Ganatra Social Work 
Nivedita Raghunath Bhide Social work 
Appasaheb Dharmadhikari Social Work 
Baba Balbir Singh Seechewal Social Work 
Virat Kohli Sports-Cricket 
Shekar Naik Sports-Cricket 
Vikasa Gowda Sports-Discus Throw 
Deepa Malik Sports-Athletics 
Mariyappan Thangavelu Sports-Athletics 
Dipa Karmakar Sports-Gymnastics 
P. R. Shreejesh Sports-Hockey 
Sakshi Malik Sports-Wrestling 
Mohan Reddy Venkatrama 
Bodanapu 

Trade & Industry 

Imrat Khan  (NRI/PIO) Art-Music 
Anant Agarwal (NRI/PIO) Literature & Education 
H.R. Shah (NRI/PIO) Literature & Education-

Journalism 
Suniti Solomon (Posthumous) Medicine 
Asoke Kumar Bhattacharyya 
(Posthumous) 

Others-Archaeology 

Dr. Mapuskar (Posthumous) Social Work 
Anuradha Koirala (Foreigner) Social Work 
 
Golden Peacock award 
 The Delhi International Airport (Private) Limited (DIAL) 

has won the ‘Golden Peacock Award for Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) in the transportation sector under the 
Aviation category for the year 2016. 

 The award has been given to the dial by the Institute of 
Directors during 11th International Conference on 
Corporate Social Responsibility. 

National Geoscience Award  
 A. Keshav Krishna, a scientist at the National Geophysical 

Research Institute (NGRI) has been selected for the 
National Geoscience Award for 2016. 

 The award given by the Union Ministry of Mines is in 
recognition of his work in the field of geo-environmental 
studies. 

Genesis Prize 
 Renowned Indian-origin British sculptor Anish Kapoor has 

won Israel's Genesis Prize for his commitment to Jewish 
values. 
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 Prize money: prestigious one million dollar 
B C Roy award 
 Dr P Raghu Ram, president of Association of Breast 

Surgeons of India, has won the prestigious Dr B C Roy 
national award for 'outstanding service in the field of socio 
medical relief' for 2016. 

59th Grammy Awards 2017 
 Album of the year: 25 - Adele 
 Record of the year: Hello - 

Adele 
 Song of the year: Hello - Adele 
 Best rap album: Chance the Rapper - Coloring Book 
 Best urban contemporary album: Beyonce - Lemonade 
 Best country solo performance: My Church - Maren 

Morris 
 Best rock song: Blackstar: David Bowie 
 Best pop duo/group performance: Stressed Out - Twenty 

One Pilots 
 Best new artist: Chance the Rapper 
 Best pop vocal album: Adele - 25 
 Best pop solo performance: Hello - Adele 
 Best R&B performance: Solange: Cranes In the Sky 
 Best R&B song: Maxwell- Lake By the Ocean 
 Best rap performance: Chance The Rapper featuring Lil 

Wayne & 2 Chainz - No Problem 
 Best rap/sung performance: Drake - Hotline Bling 
 Best R&B album: Lalah Hathaway - Lalah Hathaway Live 
 Best rap song: Drake - Hotline Bling 
 Best metal performance: Megadeth - Dystopia 
 Best rock performance: David Bowie - Blackstar 
 Best dance recording: The Chainsmokers - Don’t Let Me 

Down 
 Best dance/electronic album: Skin - Flume 
 Best music video: Beyonce - Formation 
 Best country song: Humble and Kind - Tim McGraw 
 Best country duo/group performance: Pentatonix 

Featuring Dolly Parton – Jolene 
British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) 
awards 2017 
 Best film: La La Land 
 Best Actress: Emma Stone - La La Land 
 Best Director: La La Land - Damien Chazelle 
 Best Actor: Casey Affleck - Manchester by the Sea 
 Best Cinematography:La La Land 
 Best Original Screenplay:Manchester By The Sea 
 Best Supporting Actor: Dev Patel – Lion 
 Oustanding debut by a British writer, director or 

producer: Babak Anvari (writer/director), 
 Emily Leo, Oliver Roskill, Lucan Toh (producers) 

 Special visual effects:The Jungle Book – 
 Best Animated Film:Kubo And The Two Strings - Travis 

Knight 
 Best Supporting Actress:Viola Davis – Fences 
 Best Adapted Screenplay:Lion - Luke Davies 
 Best Film non-English language:Son Of Saul 
 Best Production Design:Fantastic Beasts And Where To 

Find Them 
 Best Editing:Hacksaw Ridge 
 Best British short film:Home 
 Best British short animation:A Love 
Laureus 'Sportsman of the Year' award 
 World's “greatest” sprinter Usain Bolt pipped the likes of 

Cristiano Ronaldo and LeBron James to win the 'Sportsman 
of the Year' trophy for a fourth time. 

 Simone Biles clinched the 'Sportswoman of the Year'. 
 Michael Phelps bagged the 'Comeback of the Year' award. 
 Formula One champion Nico Roseberg claimed the 

'Breakthrough of the Year' award. 
 In other categories, Italy's Beatrice Vio clinched the 

disability award. 
 Olympic refugee team won the Laureus Sport for Good 

award. 
Vyas Samman award 2016 
 Mr Verma has been chosen for this prestigious award for his 

novel Kaatna Shami Ka Vriksha : Padma Pankhuri Ki Dhar 
Se, published in 2010. 

 The award instituted by K K Birla Foundation in 1991 
carries a cash award of 3.50 lakh rupees. 

'Legendary Award ' 2017 
 Indian melody queen Lata Mangeshkar has been honored 

with the 'Legendary Award' by The Brand Laureate. 
 The Brand Laureate recognizes world-class achievement in 

branding amongst individuals and companies. 
 

JANUARY-2017 
 

14th edition of the Pravasi Bhartiya Divas 
 The 14th edition of the Pravasi 

Bhartiya Divas (PBD) 
Convention 2017 held in 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

 The theme of the three day 
PBD 2017 was: “Redefining 
Engagement with the Indian Diaspora”. 

 The ‘Youth Pravasi Bharatiya Divas‘ was also inaugurated 
as part of the PBD 2017 with an aim to connect with the 
youth, the new generation of Pravasis growing up all over 
the world. 
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 Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) is celebrated on 9 January 

every year to mark the contribution of Overseas Indian 
community in the development of India. January 9 was 
chosen as the day to celebrate this occasion since it was on 
this day in 1915 that Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest Pravasi, 
returned to India from South Africa. 

All India Conference of Waqf Boards  
 The All India Conference of Waqf Boards was held in New 

Delhi.  
 This conference held to review the progress under the 

schemes relating to grant of financial assistance for 
computerisation of waqf properties.  

About Waqf Boards: 
 Central Wakf Council, India is an Indian statutory body 

established in 1964 by the Government of India under 
Wakf Act, 1954 (now a sub section the Wakf Act, 1995) 
for the purpose of advising it on matters pertaining to 
working of the State Wakf Boards and proper 
administration of the Wakfs in the country.  

 Wakf is a permanent dedication of movable or 
immovable properties for religious, pious or charitable 
purposes as recognized by Muslim Law, given by 
philanthropists.  

 The grant is known as mushrut-ul-khidmat, while a 
person making such dedication is known as Wakf. 

 
International Kite festival  
 International Kite Festival 

held at Sabarmati riverfront, 
Ahmedabad.  

 Nearly 186 kite fliers, which 
includes 51 from 8 different 
states and more than 100 kite 
fliers from more than 31 countries, participated in this 
festival. 

104th Indian Science Congress  
 104th Indian Science Congress held 

at Tarakarama Stadium of Sri 
Venkateswara University in Tirupati 
in Andhra Pradesh.  

 Theme:  ‘Science and Technology 
for National Development’.  

 This is the second time that the city 
of Tirupati is hosting the event, first time being in 1983. 

350th Guru Gobind Singh Jayanti  
 The 350th Guru Gobind Singh Jayanti was celebrated across 

the world on January 5, 2017. 
 This huge festival known as Prakash Utsav  or Prakash Parv 

has been organized in Patna, Bihar– the birth place of the 
Guru. 

Arogya Raksha Scheme 
 Chief Minister of Andhra 

Pradesh has launched a new 
health scheme, Arogya Raksha 
Scheme to provide the medical 
treatment to the people of the Above Poverty Line at Rs. 
1200 premium per annum. 

 The Arogya Raksha Scheme would provide health insurance 
coverage to about 35 Lakh above Poverty Line families in 
the state. 

 Under the scheme, an end-to-end cashless service would be 
rendered to a total of 1044 diseases covered under the 
scheme. Unlike other insurance schemes preexisting disease 
will not be considered. 

About Andhra Pradesh: 
 Capital city: Hyderabad (de jure); Amaravati (de facto seat 

of governance) 
 Governor: E. S. L. Narasimhan 
 
Gala Festival Bargarh Dhanua Jatra  
 The World famous 11-day gala festival Bargarh Dhanua 

Jatra held in western Odisha. All rituals were performed 
before Goddess Samaleswari, the presiding deity of the 
event. 

 Dhanu Jatra is an annual drama-based open air theatrical 
performance celebrated in and around Bargarh city spanning 
over an area of 6 km radius. It is considered to be the 
world’s largest open air theatrical festival. 

Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Enforcement 
Toolkit  
 This toolkit will enable the police officials across the 

country in dealing with IP crimes,  specifically Trade Marks 
counterfeiting and Copyrights piracy.  

 The device would include details of offences under various 
laws along with checklists for registering a complaint and 
conducting search and seizures. 

 It also lays down general guidelines for search and seizure 
in case of IP crimes. 

 This toolkit will be provided to all state police departments 
across the nation to assist them in dealing with the cases 
relating to Trademarks and Copyrights infringements. 

International Conference on “Yoga for Diabetes”  
 International Conference on 

“Yoga for Diabetes” was held 
in New Delhi.  

 This conference aims to 
generate discussions on the 
role of Yoga in the prevention and management of Diabetes 
and draw up a roadmap to be adopted for the control of 
Diabetes through Yoga. 
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Anandam Scheme  
 This scheme is launched by Madhya Pradesh Government. 
 This scheme will help the poor people to get the daily needs 

like like jackets, sarees, blankets, utensils, school bags from 
the wealthy people. For this particular place is alloacted in 
each district to collect these items. 

Supreme Court Directs Election Commission for Paper 
Audit Trail in EVMs 
 The Supreme Court is set to re-introduce the Vote Verifier 

Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) in Electronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs) for 100 % transparency in elections.  

 The VVPAT in EVM would ensure free and fair polls 
besides sorting out disputes. 

 In VVPAT system, as the voter presses the button for 
desired candidate in the EVM, a paper ballot containing the 
serial number, name of the candidate and poll symbol is 
printed for the voter. 

 The system would enable the voters to verify that their vote 
is casted correctly. It also would help in detecting any 
election fraud or malfunction and provide a means to audit 
the stored electronic results. 

Maharashtra Government Launches Country’s 
Largest WiFi Service 
 Maharashtra Government 

launched India’s largest Public 
wifi service, “MumbaiWifi” on 
January 9, 2017 to digitally 
empower the residents of the state. 

 Mumbai Wifi is also considered as one of the largest wifi 
facility in the world.  

20th National Conference for e-Governance  
 The 20th National Conference on e-Governance (NCeG) 

was held in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 
 The theme for the conference was Internet of Things and e-

Governance. 
 The basic aim of NCeG was to use digital innovations for 

transforming India. 
World’s first gender literature festival 
 The world’s first ‘Gender Literature Festival’ is scheduled 

to be held in Patna, Bihar. 
 The aim of this festival will be to create a platform, to 

exchange ideas, and to share and learn experiences of 
renowned people in the field of gender literature.  

 This festival will be organised by Gender Resource Centre 
of Bihar’s Women Development Corporation. 

Cleanest Village in Asia  
 Mawlynnong village in the East Khasi Hills district of the 

Meghalaya state has awarded the prestigious tag of 
‘Cleanest Village in Asia‘. 

 To maintain its cleanliness, all villagers carry cleanliness 
drive on every Saturday. Now it have created opportunities 
to become tourists’ prime destination in North East. 

First ever district to geo-tag all assets under 
MGNREGA 
 Kangra village in Himachal Pradesh achieved the geo-tag 

100 per cent of the assets generated under the MGNREGA   
 Geo-tag will allow the workers to click photo of the asset 

and upload it to a ISRO-run web portal thus digitally 
recording its time and location. It allows the ease in tracking 
the assets. 

Prime Minister of Portugal, Antonio Costa visited 
India 
 The Prime Minister of Portugal, Antonio Costa visited 

India. 
 India and Portugal signed 7 MoUs  in New Delhi to deepen 

bilateral ties between the two economies. 
 MoUs signed included cooperation in areas of Defence, 

information technology and electronics, agricultural trade 
including market access for agricultural products, deeper 
engagement in renewable energy and marine research. 

About Portugal: 
 Capital: Lisbon 
 Currency: Euro 
 Prime minister: António Costa 
 Official language: Portuguese 
 
International conference on Disability Communication  
 International conference on Disability Communication 

ICDC-2017 held at Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini in 
Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

 The main aim of this conference is to build a foundation for 
the master’s degree in Disability communication and the 
main area of interest is accessibility for those who want to 
deal with disability communication and explore in this field. 

Centre Sanctions Rs. 2207 Cr Special Assistance to 
J&K 
 The Central Government has sanctioned special assistance 

of Rs 2,207.30 crore to Jammu & Kashmir during 2016-17 
in order to help the state to complete the area-specific 
schemes in speedy manner. 

 Besides a similar special assistance of Rs. 1,129.40 cr was 
provided by the Center for the completion of a project in 
Bihar in 2016-17. So far Bihar has been given Rs 6,934.61 
crore help. 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjawala Yojana 
(PMUY) 
 This is the first ever social welfare 

scheme by the Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas. The scheme considered the 
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woman as the head of the household and relied on Socio-
Economic Caste Census Data. 

 The social welfare dimension of the scheme can be seen in 
the fact that SCs and STs households have been given the 
largest share of the scheme besides woman being considered 
the head of the household. 

Payment of Wages (Amendment) Ordinance 2016 
 The ordinance enables industries to pay wages through 

cheque or credit into the accounts of the worker.  
 This is a move towards cashless economy and will amend 

the Payment of Wages Act, 1936.  
 The ordinance allows the industires to directly pay the 

wages into the bank accounts of the workers earning up to 
Rs 18,000 per month without their prior consent. 

Lucky Grahak Yojana 
 Under the Lucky Grahak Yojana, 15,000 consumers will get 

Rs. 1,000 each daily; the weekly prizes will be worth Rs. 1 
lakh, Rs. 10,000, and Rs. 5,000, and will be distributed 
between 7,000 consumers.  

 The mega draw on April 14 will have prizes of Rs. 1 crore, 
Rs. 50 lakh, and Rs. 25 lakh. The government will announce 
total of 100 winners for USSD payments, 1,500 winners 
each for UPI and AEPS transactions, and 11,900 winners 
for RuPay. 

Annapurna Rasoi Yojna 
 Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje launched a 

subsidised meal scheme in the state.  
 The tagline for the scheme, named Annapurna Rasoi 

Yojana, is: “Sabke liye bhojan, sabke liye sammaan (Food 
for all, respect for all)”.  

 Cost of a meal will come to Rs 23.70 for a meal and Rs 
21.70 for breakfast and of this, Rs 8 and Rs 5 will be borne 
by the customer, respectively, while the rest will be 
subsidized. 

 
Europe’s first underwater museum  
 The first and only underwater sculpture museum of Europe, 

Museo Atlantico, has been inaugurated on Canary Island 
coast of Lanzarote. 

 The museum has been created at a depth of between 12 and 
15 meters on the ocean floor and will be accessible to scuba 
divers and visible to glass-bottom boats. 

UNSC passes Russian Drafted Resolution over Syrian 
Ceasefire 
 The United Nation Security Council (UNSC) unanimously 

passed a resolution drafted by Russia to end the nearly six-
year conflict in Syria and called for peace negotiations 
through nationwide Syrian ceasefire. 

 The resolution calls for the rapid, safe and unhindered 
delivery of humanitarian aid throughout Syria. 

Pakistan approved the Hindu marriage bill 
 Pakistan’s Senate Functional Committee on Human Rights 

approved the Hindu Marriages Bill. 
 Hindu Marriages Bill will enable the Hindu community 

members to get their marriages registered and to appeal in 
courts of law in cases of separation 

About Pakistan: 
 Capital: Islamabad 
 Currency: Pakistani rupee 
 President: Mamnoon Hussain 
 Prime minister: Nawaz Sharif 

 
Finland become 1st country in world to pay basic 
income 
 Finland has become the first country in the world to give 

some basic income to unemployed citizens to ensure a 
universal income offering greater security, especially as 
technological advances reduce the need for human labour. 

About Finland : 
 Capital: Helsinki 
 Currency: Euro 

 
Katas Raj temple 
 Pakistani Prime Minister 

Nawaz Sharif inaugurated the 
renovation of the Katas Raj 
Hindu temple in Chakwal 
district in the Punjab Province 
of Pakistan. 

 The Katas Raj temple is admired by Hindus across the globe 
as very sacred as it is believed that the foundation of the 
sacred site was laid by Lord Shiva. 

China to set up world’s highest altitude telescopes in 
Tibet 
 The world’s highest altitude gravitational wave telescopes 

which is located 5,250 meters above sea level to come up in 
Roof of the World or Tibet by China with an investment of 
USD 18.8 million. 

 It is expected to be operational by 2021. 
Russia Plans to Ban Cigarette Sale for Those Born 
After 2015   
 The Russian health ministry has announced plans to ban the 

sale of cigarettes to anyone born after 2015 as a part of its 
effort to combat smoking from 2017 to 2022. 

 With this move, Russia will become the first country in the 
world to completely phase out tobacco.  

 Russia’s legal smoking age is eighteen, so the law would 
ensure that those born in 2015 and later could never legally 
purchase cigarettes. 
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About Russia: 
 Capital: Moscow 
 Currency: Russian ruble 
 President: Vladimir Putin 
 Prime minister: Dmitry Medvedev 

 
New Chairman of UN Group of 77 
 Ecuador appointed as the new Chairman of the United 

Nations Group of 77 which promotes the interests of the 134 
developing countries it represents at the United Nations, 
including China. 

 The country took over from Thailand which focused on how 
to implement the 17 UN goals for 2030 to promote 
development and good governance, and preserve the 
environment. 

About Ecuador :                                       
  Capital: Quito                              
  Currency: United States Dollar     
  President: Rafael Correa             

 
India-Sri Lanka Signs MoU for constructing 3,000 
Rain Water Harvesting Systems 
 India and Sri Lanka has signed an MoU for the construction 

of 3000 rain water harvesting systems in northern Jaffna 
District of Sri Lanka. 

 This MoU also includes training of the households on 
operation and maintenance of the systems. 

About Sri Lanka 
 Capitals:  Colombo                    
 Prime minister: Ranil Wickremesinghe 
 President: Maithripala Sirisena   
  Currency: Sri Lankan rupee 
 
Global Talent Competitiveness Index 
 1st rank:  Switzerland 
 2nd rank:  Singapore 
 3rd rank:  United 

Kingdom 
 92nd Rank:   India 
 The GTCI is the product of the joint effort with sponsors 

and knowledge partners from government, academia and 
industry and INSEAD joined forces with the Human Capital 
Leadership Institute of Singapore (HCLI) and Adecco, to 
offer an academically rigorous, yet practically relevant 
policy tool to business and government. 

 
Inclusive Development Index 
2017 
 1st rank :  Lithuania 

 2nd rank:  Azerbaijan 
 3rd rank:  Hungary 
 4th rank:  Poland 
 60th rank :  India 
 This index is released by World Economic Forum (WEF). 

About WEF: 
 Headquarters: Cologny, Switzerland 
 Founder: Klaus Schwab 
 Founded: 1971 

 
'kafala' labour system 
 Qatar has formally announced the end of its controversial 

“kafala” system. Under “kafala”, all foreign workers 
working in Qatar require a local sponsor, in the form of an 
individual or company, and need their permission to switch 
jobs or leave the country. 

About Qatar: 
 Capital: Doha 
 Currency: Qatari riyal 
 Prime minister: Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa Al Thani 

 
5th Edition of India-Arab partnership conference 
 The 5th India-Arab Partnership 

Conference was held in Muscat, 
Oman.  

 Theme of the conference: 
‘Partnership towards innovation 
and cooperation in IT’. 

 ‘An economy for the 99 per cent’ 
 As per a report titled ‘An economy for the 99 per cent’ 

released by rights group Oxfam, the richest 1 percent of the 
population in India holds 58 percent of the country’s total 
wealth which is higher than the global figure of 50 percent. 

 Besides, it also discovered that 57 billionaires in India 
having collective wealth of USD 216 billion were equal to 
the wealth that lowest 70 percent population held.  

About Oxfam: 
 Headquarters: Oxford 
 CEO: Mark Goldring  
 Founder: Cecil Jackson-Cole 

 
IMF Lowers India’s GDP Growth 
Rate to 6.6% from 7.6% for FY17 
 International Monetary Fund (IMF) has 

lowered the India’s GDP growth rate for 
the current fiscal year by one point to 
6.6 percent from its previous estimate of 
7.6 percent due to the effect of demonetization on 
consumption and expenditure. 
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 IMF also cut India’s GDP forecast for 2017-18 by 0.4 points 

to 7.2 percent as against previous forecast of 7.6 percent. 
For the year 2018-19, the projected growth rate remained 
unchanged at 7.7 percent. 

About International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
 Headquarters: Washington, D.C. 
 CEO: Christine Lagarde 
 Founded: 27 December 1945 

 
Most Dynamic City in the World 
 Bengaluru has been ranked at the top position in the 2017 

City  Bengaluru  
 From India six cities have find place in top 30 most 

dynamic cities. Besides Bengaluru other Indian cities in the 
list includes Hyderabad (5), Pune (13), Chennai (17), Delhi 
(23) and Mumbai (25). 

 The rankings are based on parameters such as population, 
technology and R&D, connectivity, output and corporate 
activity, education, and real estate investment. 

Nagaland Health Project  
 India Signs Financing Agreement with World Bank for US$ 

48 Million for “Nagaland Health Project”.  
 The main aim of this project is to improve health services 

and increase their utilization by communities in targeted 
locations in Nagaland. 

 The project will support an existing systems and 
mechanisms involving communities under the National 
Health Mission. 

About World Bank : 
 CEO : Dr. Jim Yong Kim 
 Headquarters: Washington, D.C., USA 
 Motto: Working for a World Free of Poverty 

 
Bank of Baroda ties up with CNX Corporation  
 Bank of Baroda 

has announced a 
partnership with 
CNX Corporation 
(CNX) to provide collateral management services towards 
the loans against warehouse receipt sanctioned to the 
farmers through the network of the bank’s branches across 
the country. 

 This will benefit the farmers from distress sale of their 
commodities 
 

About Bank of Baroda : 
 Headquarters: Vadodara 
 Tagline : India’s International Bank 
 CEO: P. S. Jayakumar 

 

India’s First Cashless Island 
 A small lake island Karang in Manipur has been declared as 

the country’s first cashless island. 
 As many as 400 beneficiaries, 16 merchants, including six 

motor boat service providers registered themselves under 
the cashless capmaign. The island would also install a card 
swipe machine so that the island families can become 100% 
cashless society. 

 Earlier, Akodara village in Gujarat became India’s first 
digital village in 2015. 

World Bank Sanctions Rs 1,376 Cr For Tripura Power 
Upgradation 
 World Bank has sanctioned Rs 1,376 crore for upgradations 

and improvement of the Tripura power system network.  
 The Power Upgradation project is divided into 5 phases. 

SPML Infra Ltd has got the contract of the first phase with 
the budget of  Rs 461 crore . 

 A large number of 132 KV and 33 KV substations will be 
constructed and upgraded under the project across Tripura. 

PNB KITTY 
 Punjab National Bank has  launched the 

Bank’s Mobile wallet - PNB Kitty.  
 PNB Kitty is a digital wallet that enables 

a smart phone user to undertake on line 
transactions using the money stored in it 
i.e. without using debit card / credit card / internet banking 
and sharing sensitive information like passwords or card 
details. 

About PNB: 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 CEO: Usha Ananthasubramanian  
 Founded: 19 May 1894, Lahore, Pakistan 

 
Bank of Baroda becomes first National Supporter for 
the FIFA U-17 WC 2017:  
 Bank of Baroda has become the first Indian company to sign 

up as a National Supporter for the FIFA U-17 World Cup 
India 2017, the first FIFA event to be hosted in the 
subcontinent.  

 With the signing of the agreement, Bank of Baroda has thus 
claimed the first of six National Supporter slots for the FIFA 
U-17 World Cup India 2017. 

Foreign Direct Investment 
 As per the report by industry chamber PHDCCI and KPMG, 

in 2015-16, India had received the maximum FDI inflows 
from Singapore followed by Mauritius, the US, the 
Netherlands and Japan. 

 The survey has also stated that 40% of FDI flows on 
average between 2000 and 2016 have went into services, 
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telecom, construction, and computer software and hardware 
sectors. 

RBI imposes Rs 75 lakh penalty on Bombay Mercantile 
Co-operative Bank 
 India’s central banking institution, Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) has imposed a penalty of Rs 75lakhs on Bombay 
Mercantile Co-operative Bank for violations of norms 
related to KYC and anti-money laundering. 

 RBI had issued a notice regarding this to the bank and the 
bank has submitted its written reply. 

About Bombay Mercantile Co-operative Bank: 
  Founded:1853 
 Headquarters: London 

 
National Industrial Corridor Development & 
Implementation Trust (NICDIT) 
 NICDIT will be the apex body to oversee integrated 

development of all industrial corridors across the country.  
 It will implement all the five proposed industrial corridors, 

together covering 15 States. 
 NICDIT will function under the administrative control of 

Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) i.e. 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry. It is a re-designed 
version of Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor Project 
Implementation Trust Fund (DMICPTF). 

Char Dham Highway Development Project 
 The Chardham Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojna is an ambitious 

initiative to improve connectivity to the Char Dham 
pilgrimage centres in the Himalayas. 

 It will provide uninterrupted access for pilgrims to the four 
Himalayan Shrines - Kedarnath, Badrinath, Gangotri and 
Yamunotri in Uttarakhand. 

 It will include all weather road connectivity besides tunnels, 
bridges, fly-overs. It also intends to provide employment in 
the region. 

                 
BHIM App 

BHIM is a digital payments 
solution app based on the 
Unified Payments Interface 
(UPI) from the National 
Payments Corporation of 
India (NPCI), the umbrella 
organisation for all retail 
payments systems in India. 

 If anyone have signed up for UPI-based payments on his 
bank account, which is also linked to his mobile phone 
number, he will be able to use the BHIM app to carry out 
digital transactions. 

 BHIM will let to send and receive money to other UPI 

accounts or addresses.  
 One can also send money via IFSC (Indian Financial 

System Code) and MMID (Mobile Money Identifier) Code 
to users who don’t have a UPI-based bank account.  

 There’s also the option of creating your own QR (Quick 
Response) code for a fixed amount of money, which the 
merchant can scan to make the deduction. 

 Banks supporting BHIM: Allahabad Bank, Andhra Bank, 
Axis Bank, Bank of Baroda, Bank of Maharashtra, Canara 
Bank, Catholic Syrian Bank, Central Bank of India, DCB 
Bank, Dena Bank, Federal Bank, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, 
IDBI Bank, IDFC Bank, Indian Bank, Indian Overseas 
Bank, IndusInd Bank, Karnataka Bank, Karur Vysya Bank, 
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Oriental Bank of Commerce, Punjab 
National Bank, RBL Bank, South Indian Bank, Standard 
Chartered Bank, State Bank of India, Syndicate Bank, 
Union Bank of India, United Bank of India, and Vijaya 
Bank. 

How BHIM works:  
 BHIM lets you choose your preferred bank, after it has 

verified your mobile number. You get an SMS, so it’s best 
to use the same number as the one that’s linked to the bank 
account. BHIM will ask you to set a 4-digit passcode. Pick 
something you won’t forget easily because you’ll need the 
code every time you open the app. 

 The app will then ask you to select your bank. If your 
account is UPI activated, it will reflect the relevant number. 
You’ll see options to send and receive money, and transact 
via IFSC. If UPI is not activated, you can put in six digits of 
your debit card number, and the expiry date, after which the 
app will let you use it. 

 To send money, type in the mobile number or VPA address. 
BHIM will verify the payee. Type in the amount, and hit 
pay. If the payee doesn’t have UPI, tap on the three dots 
above the send money option. The ACCOUNT + IFSC 
option will open up, where you can put in the details. 

 One problem currently is that you can access only one 
account per mobile number. So if your number is linked to 
two accounts, you will have to disable the selected one and 
go back to the bank selection option. 

 
Agni IV Ballistic Missile  
 India successfully conducted 

the test firing of the nuclear-
capable strategic ballistic 
missile, Agni IV from the 
Abdul Kalam Island, 
Balasore, off the Odisha coast.  

 Agni IV is a two-stage solid-propelled, surface-to-surface 
ballistic missile which is designed to carry a payload of 1-
tonne up to a distance of 4,000 km. 
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 Designed and developed by the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) the missile is 20 meters 
in length and weighs 17 tonnes. 

About Defence Research and Development Organisation 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 
 Founded: 1958 
 Chairman: Avinash Chander 

 
INS Khanderi 
 INS Khanderi, India’s second French-designed Scorpene-

class diesel-electric attack submarine was launched at the 
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL). 

 Khanderi is the second among the six submarines being 
built at MDL in collaboration with M/s DCNS of France, as 
part of Project 75 of Indian Navy. 

CNS Kaiyangxing 
 The China’s Navy 

commissioned a sophisticated 
electronic reconnaissance 
ship CNS Kaiyangxing or 
Mizar to North Sea Fleet in 
Qingdao, Shandong province.  

 The new ship is capable of conducting all-weather, round-
the-clock observation on multiple targets.  

 Only a few countries, such as the US and Russia, are 
capable of developing it. 

About China 
 Capital: Beijing 
 Currency: Renminbi 
 President: Xi Jinping 
 
Epsilon-2 
 It is a solid fueled rocket launched by Japan to study 

radiation belts around earth.  
 This function will be performed by the payload i.e. satellite 

- Exploration of energization and Radiation in Geospace 
(ERG) satellite.  

 The satellite is aimed to study earth's Van Allen Radiation 
Belt and for that purpose the orbit of the satellite had to be 
very elliptical. Keeping in mind this requirement the 
satellite will have a perigee of 350 kilometers and apogee of 
30,000 kilometers.  

Nirbhay Missile  
 India unsuccessfully test fired Nirbhay missile.   
 It was fourth test of Nirbhay missile and out of four, three 

have ended in failure.  
 Nirbhay is a long range surface-to-surface nuclear-capable 

subsonic cruise missile developed indigenously by the 
DRDO.  

 It is capable of carrying conventional and nuclear warheads 
and has a range of more than 1000 km with a weight of 
about 1500 kg and has a length of 6 metres. 

TanSat  
 A global carbon dioxide monitoring satellite, TanSat, was 

launched by China  to understand climate change in the 
country.  

 The 620-kg satellite TanSat was put into orbit by Long 
March-2D rocket from Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre in 
northwest China’s Gobi Desert.  

 This was the 243rd mission of the Long March series 
rockets. Besides TanSat, the rocket also carried a high-
resolution micro-nano satellite and two spectrum micro-
nano satellites for  agricultural and forestry monitoring . 

Health Ministry to Introduce Measles-Rubella vaccine 
in its Universal Immunization Programme 
 Government of India has introduced the measles-rubella 

vaccine (MR)  in five states and Union territories in the 
Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) to provide 
preventive medications to every child born in India. 

 Beside, an additional vaccine, Pneumococcal conjugate 
(pneumococcal pneumonia) will also become a part of the 
UIP basket from March 2017 in three other states. 

 The UIP basket already has ten vaccines including measles 
and once MR is introduced, monovalent measles will be 
discontinued. 

 ‘ShaGun’  
 Web portal  ‘ShaGun’  is launched for continuous 

monitoring of the elementary education scheme Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) and promote the development of 
education sector of India. 

 The portal has been developed by World Bank in 
collaboration with Ministry of Human Resource 
Development.  

 ShaGun has been coined from the words ‘Shala’ meaning 
schools and ‘Gunvatta’ meaning quality. 

Guided Pinaka Rocket  
 India successfully test-fired 

the Guided Pinaka Rocket 
from Launch Complex-III of 
the Integrated Test Range 
(ITR) launch pad at Chandipur 
off coast Odisha. 

 The Guided Pinaka is a modified version of the Pinaka 
rocket mark-II which has evolved from Pinaka Mark-I.  
Pinaka rocket mark-II is equipped with a navigation, 
guidance and control kit. The modified version has 
considerably enhanced the strike range and accuracy of 
Pinaka. 
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FIFA Ranking 
 1st rank:   Argentina 
 2nd Rank:  Brazil  
 3rd rank:   Germany 
 129th rank:  India 

About FIFA: 
 The Federation Internationale de Football Association is 

the international governing body of association football, 
futsal, and beach soccer. 

 President: Gianni Infantino            
 Motto: For the Game. For the World. 
 Headquarters: Zürich, Switzerland   

 
Ranji Trophy, 2017 
 Gujarat has won its maiden Ranji 

Trophy by defeating Mumbai at 
the Holkar Stadium in Indore.  

 With the win Gujarat became the 
17th side in the history of 
domestic cricket to win the tournament. 

About Ranji trophy: 
 The Ranji Trophy is a domestic first-class cricket 

championship played in India between teams representing 
regional cricket associations.  

 The competition currently consists of 27 teams, with 21 of 
the 29 states in India and Delhi (which is a Union Territory), 
having at least one representation.  

 
World Blitz Chess Championship 
 Sergey Karjakin of Russia defeated Norway’s Magnus 

Carlsen in a tie-breaker to win Gold in the World Blitz 
Chess Championship title in Doha, Qatar.  

 This is Karjakin’s first world title in blitz chess in his career 
while Carlsen has won it twice, in 2009 and in 2014. 

New President of European 
Parliament 
 Italian Political Leader Antonio Tajani 

has been elected as the new president of 
European Parliament. 

 He will replace Germany’s Martin 
Schulz. 

New MD and CEO of AXA 
Sanjeev Srinivasan has been appointed 

as CEO and Managing Director of 
Bharti AXA General Insurance. 

 Srinivasan was currently working 
as Chief Commercial and 
Principal Officer of General 
Insurance. 
 

About Bharti AXA General: 
 Bharti AXA General Insurance Company Ltd. is a joint 

venture between Bharti Enterprises and AXA business 
Group 

 Headquarters :  Bangalore 
 Chairman: Rakesh Bharti Mittal 

 
Head of Islamic Military Alliance 
Gen Raheel Sharif from Pakistan will 

head the Saudi Arabia-led 39-
nation Islamic military coalition 
formed to combat terrorism.  

 He was retired as the Pakistan army 
chief.  

New Managing director of IBM India 
 IBM has appointed Karan Bajwa as the Managing Director 

of its India operations.  
 He succeeds Vanitha Narayana, who has been elevated as 

Chairman of IBM India. 
About IBM: 
 Headquarters: Armonk, North Castle.  
 Founder: Charles Ranlett Flint.  
 Founded: 16 June 1911, New York City.  

 
New Chairman of UPSC 
 President Pranab Mukherjee has appointed 

Prof. David R. Syiemlieh as new chairman 
of UPSC 
 

About UPSC 
 The Union Public Service Commission is India’s central 

agency authorized to conducts exam for IAS (Indian 
Administrative Services), IPS (Indian Police Services) 
IFS (Indian Forest Services), IES (Indian Engineering 
Services), SCRA (Special Class Railway Apprentice) etc. 

 Formation: 1 October 1926 
 Headquarters: New Delhi 

 
New Chairman of Tata Power  
 Tata Sons has nominated S Padmanabhan as the Chairman 

of Tata Power Co Ltd. 
 S Padmanabhan was the executive director of operations at 

the company until 2014.  
Viral V Acharya 
 Mr. Acharya has been appointed as the youngest Deputy 

Governor of RBI by the Government of India. He will 
honour the post which has regular tenure of three years. 

 He is an IIT Mumbai alumnus and did his PhD in Finance 
from NYU-Stern 2001.  
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V K Sharma 
 VK Sharma has been appointed as chairman and managing 

director of LIC for five years.  
 VK Sharma has succeeded SK Roy. 
V G Kannan  
 V G Kannan has taken charge as Chief 

Executive of the Indian Banks’ 
Association (IBA).  

 He succeeds M V Tanksale who 
demitted office as Chief Executive on 
August 9, 2016 after being at the helm 
for three years. 

New President of Haiti 
 Jovenel Moise has been elected as the President of Haiti.  
 Mr. Moise will take over from the interim president 

Jocelerme Privert who took the position in February 2016 
after the former president Michel Martelly left the position 
without announcing his successor. 

About Haiti:  
 Capital: Port-au-Prince 
 Currency: Haitian gourde 
 Official languages: French, Haitian Creole French 

 
New Director of CBI 
 Delhi Police Commissioner Alok 

Kumar Verma has appointed as the 
new Director of the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI). 

 Alok Kumar Verma will replace the 
interim director Rakesh Asthana.  

New President of Gambia 
 Adama Barrow was sworn is as third official President of 

Gambia. 
 He replaced  Yahya Jammeh. 

About Gambia : 
 Capital: Banjul 
 Currency: Gambian dalasi 

 
Next Ambassador of India to the Oriental Republic of 
Uruguay 
 Shri Sanjiv Ranjan, has been concurrently accredited as the 

Ambassador of India to the Oriental Republic of Uruguay. 
 

About Uruguay: 
 Capital: Montevideo 
 Currency: Uruguayan peso 
 President: Tabaré Vázquez 
 Official language: Spanish 

 

 
 ‘The Hindu Prize 2016 
 Kiran Doshi won The Hindu Prize at the 

7th edition of The Hindu Lit for Life 
festival 2017 held in Chennai.  

 He  has won this award  for her book “ 
Jinnah Often Came to Our House “ .  

 He was conferred with a citation and a 
cash prize of Rs. 5 lakh. 

Crafoord Prize 2017 
 The 2017 Crafoord Prize has been conferred upon two 

American and one Japenese scientists for their fundamental 
discoveries in immune regulation. 

 The awardees of the scientific prize include Japan’s Shimon 
Sakaguchi of Osaka University, Fred Ramsdell from the 
Parker Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy in San 
Francisco, and Alexander Rudensky of the New-York-based 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center of America. 

 They will share the six million Swedish krona, or $660,000, 
award. 

Young Travel Photographer Of The Year (TPOTY) 
award 2016 
 Darpan Basak and Ankit Kumar has won the Young Travel 

Photographer of the year (TPOTY) in the Places and 
Experiences category. 

 It is an annual award which was founded by photographers 
Chris and Karen Coe in 2003. 

FIFA Awards 2016 
 The Best FIFA Men’s 

Player Award: Cristiano 
Ronaldo. 

 The Best FIFA Women’s 
Player Award: Carli Lloyd. 

 The Best FIFA Men’s Coach Award: Claudio Ranieri. 
 The Best FIFA Women’s Coach Award: Silvia Neid. 
 The FIFA Puskás Award 2016: Mohd Faiz Subri. 
 The FIFA Fair Play Award: Atletico National. 
 The FIFA Fan Award: Dortmund fans and Liverpool fans. 
 The FIFA lifetime achievement award: Falcao. 
 The FIFA FIFPro World11: Neuer, Dani Alves, Pique, 

Ramos, Marcelo, Modric, Kroos, Iniesta, Messi, Suarez, 
Ronaldo. 

Presidential Awards 
 Four Indian–American scientists have been selected by the 

US President Barack Obama for the Presidential Early 
Career Award for Scientists and Engineers (PECASE). 

 Of the total 102 recipient of the PECASE, the four Indian 
origin scientists are Pankaj Lal from Montclair State 
University, Kaushik Chowdhury from Northeastern 
University, Manish Arora from Icahn School of Medicine at 
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Mount Sinai and Aradhna Tripati from University of 
California, Los Angeles. 

Best Performing Power Distribution Utility in Power 
Sector  
 The Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL) was 

awarded with “Best Performing Power Distribution Utility 
in Power Sector” by Central Board of Irrigation & Power 
(CBIP). 

 Punjab is first state to provide unique phone number 1912 
for registration of all types of complaints across 24X7 by 
phone and sms. 

 
December-2016 

 

7th World Ayurveda Congress  
 The 7th World Ayurveda Congress (WAC) will be held 

from 2nd – 4th December, 2016 at Science City, Kolkata. 
 The mega event is being organized by the World Ayurveda 

Foundation with support of Ministry of AYUSH, and the 
State Government of West Bengal. 

Himachal Pradesh: Sixth In India To Attain 100% 
Aadhaar Saturation 
 Himachal Pradesh has become the sixth State/UT in the 

Country and achieved 100 percent Aadhar saturation on the 
basis of population of year 2015. 

 Earlier, Delhi, Telangana, Haryana, Punjab and Chandigarh 
have achieved this milestone. 

Haritha Keralam Mission 
 The Chief Minister of Kerala Pinarayi Vijayan launched the 

Haritha Keralam Mission in Thiruvananthapuram. 
 It is a comprehensive programme to make the state clean, 

protect its water sources and soil. 
 Eminent Carnatic vocalist and playback singer K J Yesudas 

is the Brand Ambassador of the mission. 
Lanura: First Village In J&K To Go ‘Cashless’ 
 Lanura, a village in Budgam district of Jammu and Kashmir 

became the first village in the state to go cashless. 
Chief Guest for Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas 
 Dr. António Costa, Prime 

Minister of the Republic of 
Portugal will be the Chief 
Guest at the 14th Pravasi 
Bharatiya Divas Convention 
to be held from 7 to 9 
January, 2017 at Bengaluru in 
Karnataka. 

 Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated in India on 9 January 
each year to mark the contribution of the overseas Indian 
community to the development of India. The day 

commemorates the return of Mahatma Gandhi from South 
Africa in Bombay on 9 January 1915 

Most powerful person report by Forbes 
 Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has 
ranked 9th on the 
Forbes list of 74 of the 
World's Most 
Powerful People. 

 The list has topped by Russian President Vladimir Putin for 
a fourth straight year and had US President-elect Donald 
Trump in the second place. 

 Barack Obama is at 48th spot. 
Newly added words to oxford dictionary 
 'Brexit' and 'Grexit' (hypothetical withdrawal of Greece 

from the EU) are among the 1,500 new words and phrases 
added to the Oxford English Dictionary. 

 'Get your freak on' (sexual activity, especially 
unconventional) and 'glam-ma' (glamorous grandmother) 
have also been added. 'Bomb', a surfing term for large wave, 
and 'Bama', popularised by Beyoncé in Formation, are 
among the additions. 

Rio gets UNESCO world heritage status 
 The Marvelous City or Rio de Janeiro officially has entered 

into the UN’s list of world heritage sites while UNESCO 
status was announced in 2012 in recognition of its soaring 
granite cliffs, urban rainforest and beaches. 

 The UN cultural body, UNESCO given this status to Rio to 
highlighted the “extraordinary fusion” of man-made and 
natural beauty. 

5th edition of india-Arab partnership conference 
 The 5th India-Arab 

Partnership Conference 
was held in Muscat, 
Oman. 

 The theme of the 
conference was 
‘Partnership towards 
innovation and cooperation in IT’. 

Information Society Report 2016 
 UN International Telecommunication Union (ITU) released 

the 2016 edition of the Measuring the Information Society 
Report.  

 The ITU index prepared after surveying 175 economies of 
the world was topped by the Republic of Korea with IDI of 
8.84.  

 The Sub-Saharan Africa’s Niger with an IDI of 1.07 ranked 
lowest. India was placed at 138th rank with IDI score of 
2.69. In 2015, it stood at 135th position. 
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International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women 
 November 25 is celebrated as the International Day for the 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women.  

 The main aim of this day is to highlight that the scale and 
true nature of the issue is often hidden. 

Top Indian university 
 Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur is India’s 

highest-ranked institution features in the Top 100 QS 
Graduate Employability Rankings 2016-17.  

 It’s the only Indian institution other than IIT Bombay to 
feature in top 100.  IIT Madras, Delhi University and IIT 
Delhi are placed in the 200 rankings band.  

 Stanford University and Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) rank first and second, while China’s 
Tsinghua University grabs third place. 

Time magazine list of “images that changed the world” 
 A 1946 picture of 

Mahatma Gandhi with 
his ‘charkha’ (spinning 
wheel) in the foreground 
is among the 100 most 
influential images of all 
time, according to a compilation by Time magazine of 
“images that changed the world” 

 The black and white photo was taken by Margaret Bourke-
White. 

Times varsity rankings of 2017 
 The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) has, for the first time, 

broken into the top 15 universities in the latest Times 
Higher Education (THE)’s BRICS and Emerging 
Economies University Rankings 2017 

 Following IISc is Indian Institute of Technology-Bombay, 
which climbed three places to the 26th position, its highest 
ever rank. 

World Aids Day 
 World AIDS Day is held on the 1st December each year and 

is an opportunity for people worldwide to unite in the fight 
against HIV, show their support for people living with HIV. 

 World AIDS Day was the first ever global health day, held 
for the first time in 1988. 

 Theme for this year is ‘Hands Up for HIV Prevention’. 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
 International Day of Persons with Disabilities, celebrated on 

December 3 is an international observance promoted by the 
United Nations since 1992. 

 The theme for this year’s International Day is “Achieving 
17 Goals for the Future We Want”. 

 

India pledges $1.25 mn to UN relief for Palestinian 
refugees 
 India has pledged $1.25 million to the UN relief agency for 

Palestinian refugees as it voiced concern over the fragile 
situation and ongoing conflicts in the middle-east region. 

 United Nations Relief and Works Agency has been 
providing health, education, relief and social services, and 
emergency humanitarian assistance to Palestinian refugees.  

About Palestine:  
 Capital: Jerusalem 
 Currency: Dinar, Shekel, Pound.  

 
India as Major Defence Partner of USA 
 India was formally designated as a ‘Major Defence Partner’ 

of the United States. 
 It was announced in the India-US joint statement on US 

Secretary of Defence Ashton Carter’s visit to New Delhi. 
Global Terrorism Index (GTI), 2016 
 1st rank: Iraq 
 2nd rank: Afghanistan 
 3rd rank: Nigeria 
 7th rank : India 
 As many as 797 terrorist 

attacks were recorded in 
India in 2015, up 4% 
since 2014.  

 This index is release by Institute for Economics and Peace.  
Human Rights Day 
 The Human Rights Day 2016 was on 10 December 2016 

observed across the world. 
 Theme of this year day was "Stand up for someone's rights 

today”. 
Most powerful language in the world 
 The 2016 World Power Language Index (PLI) announced 

that English language is the most powerful language in the 
world.  

 The index was published by World Economic Forum 
(WEF). 

 Hindi language was ranked 10th in the 2016 PLI. 
 Mandarin is second while French is the third most powerful 

language in the world. 
 

About World Economic Forum 
 Headquarters: Cologny, Switzerland 
 Founder: Klaus Schwab 
 Founded: 1971 
 Motto: Committed to improving the state of the world 
 Leader: Klaus Schwab 
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India, Vietnam sign civil nuclear cooperation pact  
 India and Vietnam signed a civil nuclear cooperation 

agreement, which will further strengthen the comprehensive 
strategic partnership between the two countries. 

 The two countries also signed three other agreements -- to 
enhance aviation links, to jointly work in the area of energy 
efficiency and promotion of parliamentary cooperation. 

About Vietnam: 
 Capital: Hanoi 
 Currency: Vietnamese dong 
 President: Trần Đại Quang 

 
WEF (World economic Forum) ranking on Cross 
border trade 
 India has improved its ranking 

by four places to 102nd position 
among 136 economies in terms 
of enabling cross border trade, 
with Singapore leading the list.  

 Among the BRICs nations, India, China and South Africa 
have improved their ranking from the previous edition. 

About WEF: 
 Headquarters: Cologny, Switzerland 
 Founder: Klaus Schwab 
 Founded: 1971 
 Motto: Committed to improving the state of the world 
 Leader: Klaus Schwab 

 
Cippy 
 Private sector lender DCB Bank launched its own mobile 

and tab based digital wallet Cippy Wallet app to encourage 
consumers to experience cash free purchases from the 
mobile phone for day-today needs. 

 The app offers a ‘Split-Bill’ feature which allows any 
payment that is either paid using Cippy Wallet app or other 
modes such as card or cash can be easily split between 
groups with a single click on the mobile phone. 

About DCB bank: 
 Headquarters: Maharashtra 
 CEO: Murali M. Natrajan  
 Founder: Aga Khan IV 
 Founded: 1930 

 
UN Report on India’s GDP 
 A new United Nations report on the economic growth 

prospects for India in this current year, stating that they 
expect GDP growth to be 7.6%. 

 The report was prepared by United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). 

 ‘Launchpad’ 
 Global e-commerce giant Amazon  has 

announced it is bringing its global 
startup program Launchpad to India. 

 The India Launchpad portal – 
www.amazon.in/launchpad is live with 
products from over 400 startups, of 
whom 25 are India-based. 

India's biggest oil refinery 
 Indian Oil Corporation, Bharat Petroleum Corporation and 

Hindustan Petroleum Corp have signed a pact to build 
India's biggest oil refinery at a cost of $30 billion on the 
west coast. 

 The three firms signed the pact for the 60-million tonne a 
year refinery in Maharashtra with IOC as leader of the 
consortium. 

'DigiShala'  
 In another step to push digital transactions, the ministry of 

electronics and information technology (MeitY) launched a 
TV channel named 'DigiShala'. 

 The channel would be managed by Doordarshan (DD) and 
piggyback on its infrastructure. 

 Also, to aware people about digital payments, a website 
‘Cashless India’ is started. 

ADB slashes India's 2016 growth estimate 
 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) today trimmed its 

2016 growth estimate for India to 7 per cent from the 
previous 7.4 per cent on account of demonetisation, weak 
investment and agricultural slowdown. 

 But India's growth forecast for 2017 was kept at 7.8 per 
cent. 

About ADB 
 Founded: 1966 
 Headquarters: Manila 
 President: Takehiko Nakao 

 
Sun Pharma to acquire 85 per cent stake in Russia's 
Biosintez:  
 India’s largest drug maker Sun Pharma has announced the 

acquisition of Biosintez, a Russian company. Biosintez is a 
Russian pharmaceutical company focusing on the hospital 
segment with annual revenues of approximately US$ 52 
million for 2015. 

Incremental CRR 
 The Reserve Bank of India has announced an incremental 

cash reserve ratio (CRR) of 100 per cent for banks for the 
fortnight beginning November 26, 2016 in order to tackle 
the surge in deposits following demonetisation of Rs 500 
and Rs 1000 notes. 
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Amitabh Kant committee 
 The Central Government has set up 

a high-level committee to identify 
possible modes of digital payment 
across different sectors.  

 The committee headed by NITI 
Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant will look at measures to make 
online transactions between government and citizens 
cheaper than cash transactions. 

 ‘Lite’ app 
 Digital wallet firm MobiKwik has launched a data-light 

version of its mobile application, targeting smartphone users 
and small business owners who face challenges of slow 
Internet connectivity that hampers access to digital 
payments. 

India's economic capital 
 Mumbai ranks 31st among 50 top metropolitan economic 

entities globally in 2015, as per latest data released by 
Oxford Economics. 

 Mumbai has been officially beaten by Delhi who secured 
30th ranking position. 

World Chess Championship 
 Magnus Carlsen of Norway has won the 

World Chess Championship for the 
third consecutive time after defeating 
challenger Sergey Karjakin of Russia. 

Youth World Boxing Championship 
 World Junior bronze-medallist Sachin Singh (49kg) became 

only the third Indian boxer ever to strike gold at the AIBA 
Youth World Championships with a stunning unanimous 
victory over Cuban national champion Jorge Grinan in the 
summit clash at St Peterburg, Russia. 

Qatar Ladies Open 
 Indian teen golfer Aditi Ashok shot a 

final round of three-under 69 on a 
weather-hit last day to notch up her 
second successive victory on the 
Ladies European Tour at the inaugural Qatar Ladies Open in 
Doha . 

Women's Twenty-20 Asia Cup title 
 Indian women maintained their supremacy in the Asia Cup 

by beating arch-rivals Pakistan for their sixth title in as 
many editions. 

'Athlete of the Year' award 
 Olympic champion Usain Bolt has won the IAAF male 

Athlete of the Year award for a record sixth time. 
 Ethiopia's Almaz Ayana, who broke the 10,000m world 

record by over 14 seconds in winning Olympic gold in Rio 
this summer, won the female award. 

Panasonic Open 

 India's Mukesh Kumar became the oldest golfer to win an 
Asian Tour title when he lifted the Panasonic Open after it 
was curtailed to 54 holes due to fog. 

World Billiards Championships title 
 Ace Indian cueist Pankaj Advani 

won his 16th World Championships 
title by beating Peter Gilchrist of 
Singapore in the summit clash. 

 Advani beat multiple world 
champion Gilchrist by six games to 
three in a gripping final contest to win his 11th World 
Billiards title. 

New Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu 
 O. Panneerselvam was elected the 

leader of the Legislature Party and 
sworn in as Chief Minister of Tamil 
Nadu. 

 Mr. Panneerselvam was administered 
the oath of office and secrecy by Governor Ch. Vidyasagar 
Rao. 

New Prime minister of France 
 Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve has appointed as new 

PM of France for the six months until the next legislative 
elections. 

New President of Uzbekistan  
 Uzbekistan’s interim leader, Shavkat 

Mirziyoyev, has won a crushing 
presidential election victory to succeed the 
late Islam Karimov. 

About Uzbekistan 
 Capital: Tashkent 
 Currency: Som 

 
Chief of aviation regulator Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) 
 B S Bhullar was appointed chief of aviation regulator 

Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA). 
 He is presently working as Additional Secretary in Civil 

Aviation Ministry. 
Next CJI (Chief Justice of India) 
 India will get its first Chief Justice 

from the Sikh community in the new 
year as Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar 
will be sworn in as the next CJI on 
January 4. 

 HE will replace T.S.Thakur 
Next director Of IB And RAW 
 Jharkhand cadre IPS officer Rajiv Jain was appointed as the 

new chief of Intelligence Bureau while Anil Dhasmana will 
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head external intelligence agency Research and Analysis 
Wing 

 Both the officers will have tenure of two years. 
Next Indian Army Chief 
 Lt General Bipin Rawat will be the new 

Chief of Army Staff. 
 Lt. Gen Rawat will replace General Dalbir 

Singh Suhag. 
Next IAF Chief 
 Air Marshal BS Dhanoa will be the next Chief of Air Staff. 
 Air Marshal Dhanoa will replace Air Chief Marshal Arup 

Raha. 
International Children's Peace Prize 
 16-year-old Indian 

environmental activist 
Kehkashan Basu based in the 
UAE has won this year's 
prestigious International 
Children's Peace Prize for her 
fight for climate justice and combating environmental 
degradation. 

 Kehkashan Basu was presented the award by Bangladesh's 
Nobel peace laureate Mohammad Yunus at a glittering 
ceremony in The Hague. 

Best cities award for tackling climate change 
 Kolkata, along with 10 other cities from across the globe, 

has been honoured with the best cities of 2016 award in 
recognition of its inspiring and innovative programme with 
regard to solid waste management. 

 Kolkata is the only Indian city to receive the prestigious 
award. 

 It received the award during the C40 Mayors Summit held 
in Mexico City. 

Miss Supranational 
 Mangaluru girl Srinidhi Shetty was crowned 

Miss Supranational 2016 at a grand 
ceremony in Krynica Zdroj, Poland. She also 
won the title of Miss Asia-Oceania. 

 Srinidhi became the second Indian to win the 
title after Asha Bhat in 2014. 

 India is the first country to win Miss Supranational twice in 
three years. 

Star Screen Awards 2016 
 Best Film: Pink 
 Best Actor (Male): Amitabh Bachchan 
 Best Actress: Alia Bhatt 
 Lifetime achievement award: Rekha 
 Best Actor (Critics Choice): Sushant Singh Rajput 
 Best Actress(Critics Choice): Swara Bhaskar 
 Best Director: Ram Madhvani – Neerja 

Asians of the Year 
 The Straits Times of Singapore has chosen Sachin Bansal 

and Binny Bansal for the prestigious "2016 Asian of the 
Year" as part of a group called the "The Disruptors." 

 Earlier this year, Time Magazine put Sachin Bansal and 
Binny Bansal on the list of 100 Most Influential People in 
the world. 

Best MSME Bank Award 
 The Corporation Bank has bagged the Best MSME Bank 

Award 2016 instituted by the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM). 

 Vijaya Bank has bagged ‘Best Bank for SME Lending’ 
award from Assocham.  

 The awards were presented at the fourth SMEs Excellence 
Award function in New Delhi. 

Turner Prize 
 Helen Marten has won the Turner Prize 

2016. Marten uses sculpture, screen 
printing and writing to create her work. 

 Prize money:  £25,000 
 The prestigious prize is awarded to a British artist, under the 

age of 50. 
TIME Magazine Person of the Year 
 Time Magazine named US President-

elect Donald Trump its person of the 
year 2016. 

 Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has won the magazine's online readers' poll for Person of the 
Year 2016. 

 Time makes its annual choice based on the impact a person 
has on world events, for better or for worse. Last year the 
magazine chose German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

First Indian to win a medal at Mr Olympia 
 Iqbal Sayed has become the first Indian to win a medal at 

the Mr Olympia amateur event held in Hong Kong. 
 He has won a silver medal in the event beating participants 

from 20 countries to finish second in the Olympia Amateur 
Asia 2016’s Classic Bodybuilding category. 

Ballon d’Or award 
 Cristiano Ronaldo has won Ballon d’Or award for 2016 . He 

has won this award for the fourth time.  
 Ronaldo is now one short of his Barcelona rival Lionel 

Messi’s record tally of five.  
ITF Players of the Year 
 Andy Murray was named ITF player of the year in Men’s 

category. 
 Angelique Kerber was named ITF player of the year in 

Women’s category. 
 Kerber becomes the first German to win the award since 

Steffi Graf claimed the last of her seven in 1996. 
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Hundi- A “Hundi” is a negotiable 
instrument written in an oriental 
language. The term hundi includes
all indigenous negotiable instrument 
whether they be in the form of notes 
or bills. The word ‘hundi’ is said to 
be derived from the Sanskrit word 
‘hundi’, which means “to collect”. 
They are quite popular among the 
Indian merchants from very old days. 
They are used to finance trade and 
commerce and provide a fascile and 
sound medium of currency and 
credit.However Hundi is not  
mentioned in NI Act ,1881 credit. 

Method of Negotiation:- 
*Negotiation by delivery 
*Negotiation by 
endorsement & delivery 
*Property is transferred to 
the endorsee 
*Endorsee get right to 
negotiate the instrument, 
sue on instrument. 
 

 
 
 
 

NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENT ACT 1881 
• According to Section 13(i) “a negotiable instrument means 

a promissory note, bill of exchange or cheque payable 
either on order or to bearer”. It can be further understand as 
a -: 

(1) written instrument,  
(2) signed by the maker or 

drawer of the instrument,  
(3) that contains an 

unconditional promise or 
order to pay  

(4) an exact sum of money 
(with or without interest 
in a specified amount or 
at a specified rate)  

 (5) on demand or at an exact future time  
 (6) to a specific person, or to order, or to its bearer. 

       II Characteristics 
1. It is freely transferable 
2. Better title 
3. Right to sue 
4. A negotiable instrument can be transferred any number of 

times till its maturity 
5. A negotiable instrument is subject to certain presumptions   
6. Presumptions – certain presumptions as to consideration, 

reasonable time etc., apply to all negotiable instruments. 
Types of NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS  
[I] Promissory Notes 
• Section 4 defines it as, “ A promissory note is an 

instrument in writing containing an unconditional 
undertaking, signed by the maker, to pay a certain sum of 
money only to or to the order of a certain person or to the 
bearer of the instrument”.  

• The person who makes the promissory note is called the 
maker. 

• The person to whom payment is to be made is called the 
payee.  e.g. –  

• I promise to pay B or order rs. 500 
• I promise to pay B Rs.500 on D’ death, provided D leaves 

me enough to pay that sum  
Essentials of Promissory Note 
• It must be in writing 
• It must contain express promise to pay :-   ‘I am liable to 

pay’ 
• The promise to pay must be unconditional 
• It must be signed by maker 

• The maker must be certain- It must describe the name & 
designation of the maker, sum of money 

• There are 2 parties involved i.e. maker and the payee  
• The payee must be certain- It is essential that it must 

contain a promise to pay some person ascertained by name 
or designation. 

• The sum payable must be certain 
• The payment must be in legal money 
• A currency note is not a promissory note 
[2] Bill of Exchange 
• Section 5, is defined as “A bill of exchange is an 

instrument in writing containing an unconditional order, 
signed by the maker, directing a certain person to pay a 
certain sum of money only to or to the order of a certain 
person or to the bearer of the instrument”.  

• Parties to bill of exchange : 
• Drawer – The person who makes/orders to pay bill of 

exchange. 
• Drawee – The person who is directed to pay on bill. On 

acceptance he becomes acceptor. 
• Payee – The person to whom the payment is to be made. 
• Drawer & Payee can be the same person.  
• X sells goods worth Rs. 2000 to Y & allow him 3 months 

time to pay the price. X then draws a bill on Y “ Three 
months after date, pay to my order the sum of Rs. 2000 for 
value received”. X is drawer. Y is Drawee. 

Essential of Bills of Exchange 
• It must be in writing 
• It must contain an order to pay and a promise or request 
• The order must 

be unconditional 
• There must be  3 

parties i.e. : 
drawer, drawee, 
and payee  

• The parties must 
be certain 

• It must be 
signed by the 
drawer  

• Number, date 
and place are 
not essential  

[3] Cheques 
• Section 6, 

defines it as “A 

BANKING SPECIAL 
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cheque is a bill of exchange drawn on a specified banker & 
not expressed to be payable otherwise than on demand”. 

• It is always drawn on a bank 
• It is payable to bearer on demand 
• Parties To Cheque: 
1. Drawer – who makes the cheque 
2. Payee – to whom payment is to be made 
3. Drawee – Bank. 

Types of cheque 
1 Uncrossed / Open Cheque 
 When a cheque is not crossed, it is known as an "Open 

Cheque" or an "Uncrossed Cheque". These cheques may 
be cashed at any bank and the payment of these cheques 
can be obtained at the counter of the bank or transferred to 
the bank account of the bearer. An open cheque may be a 
bearer cheque or an order one 

1A Bearer Cheque 
 When the words "or bearer" printed on the cheque is not 

cancelled, the cheque is called a bearer cheque. A bearer 
cheque is made payable to the bearer i.e. it is payable to the 
person who presents it to the bank for encashment. 
However, such cheques are risky, this is because if such 
cheques are lost, the finder of the cheque can collect 
payment from the bank 

1B Order Cheque 
 When the word "or bearer" printed on the cheque is 

cancelled and and the word ‘order’ may be written on the 
cheque, the cheque is called an order cheque. An order 
cheque is one which is payable to a particular person. The 
payee can transfer an order cheque to someone else by 
signing his or her name on the back of it. 

2 Crossed Cheque- 
 2A General Crossing Section 123: Where a cheque bears 

across its face an addition of words 'and company' or any 
abbreviation thereof, between two parallel transverse lines 
or of two pair parallel lines simply, either, with or without 
the words 'Not Negotiable' that addition shall be deemed a 
crossing and the cheque shall be deemed to be crossed 
generally. 

2B Special crossing 
 According to Section 124:- Where a cheque bears across 

its face an addition of the name of a banker either with or 
without the words 'not negotiable', that addition shall be 
deemed a crossing and the cheque shall be deemed to be 
crossed specially and to be crossed to that banker.It should 
be noted that in addition to these minimum statutory 
requirements for two types of crossing addition of words or 
lines may also be 'A/c payee', "Not Negotiable". 

3 Anti-Dated Cheque 
 Cheque in which the drawer mentions the date earlier than 

the date on which it is presented to the bank, it is called as 

"anti-dated cheque". Such a cheque is valid upto six 
months from the date of the cheque. For Example, a 
cheque issued on 10th Jan 2010 may bear a date 20th Dec 
2009. 

4 Post Dated Cheque 
 Cheque on which drawer mentions a date which is yet to 

come (future date) to the date on which it is presented, is 
called post-dated cheque. For example, if a cheque 
presented on 10th Jan 2010 bears a date of 25th Jan 2010, 
it is a post-dated cheque. The bank will make payment 
only on or after 25th Jan 2010. 

5 Stale Cheque 
 If a cheque is presented for payment after six months 

from the date of the cheque it is called stale cheque.  
 After expiry of that period, no payment will be made by 

banks against that cheque. 
6 Mutilated Cheque 
 When a cheque is torn into two or more pieces and 

presented for payment, such a cheque is called a mutilated 
cheque. The bank will not make payment against such a 
cheque without getting confirmation of the drawer. 

Endorsement 
• When a maker or holder writes the person’s name on the 

face or back of the instrument & puts his signatures thereto 
for the purpose of negotiation, it is called ‘endorsement’. 

Person who signs – endorser 
• To whom it is endorsed – endorsee. 
• A legal term that refers to the signing of a document which 

allows for the legal transfer of a negotiable from one party 
to another. 

• When an employer signs a check, they are endorsing the 
transfer of money from the business accounts to the 
account of the employee. 

Essentials of valid endorsement 
1. On the back or face of the instrument. 
2. Must be made by maker or holder. 
3. Must be properly signed by the endorser.  
4. It must be for the entire negotiation instrument. 
5. No specific form of words are necessary for endorsement. 

Kinds of endorsement 
1. Blank or general endorsement – where endorsee simply 

puts his signature on the back of the instrument without 
writing name of the person in whose favor the instrument 
is endorsed. 

2. Special or full endorsement – An endorsement with the 
direction to pay amount mentioned in the instrument to a 
specified person or his order & the endorser writes his 
signature under it.  

3. Partial endorsement – When an endorser is willing to 
transfer to an endorsee only a part of the amount of the 
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Tier I capital: disclosed cash 
reserves and other capital paid 
for by the sale of bank equity, 
i.e. stock and preferred shares. 
 
Tier II capital:  hybrid debt 
instrument such as bonds, long 
term unsecured loans, 
undisclosed reserve etc.  

instrument. Such an endorsement does not operate as a 
negotiation of the instrument.  

 
• Promissory 

Note   
• It contains a 

promise to pay. 
• It is presented 

for payment 
without any 
previous 
acceptance by 
the maker. 

• It cannot be 
made payable 
to the maker 
himself. The 
maker and the 
payee cannot be 
the same 
person. 

• In the case of a 
promissory note 
there are only 
two parties,  the 
maker and the 
payee. 

• A promissory 
note can never 
be conditional. 

• In case of 
dishonour no 
notice of 
dishonour is 
required to be 
given by the 
Holder  

 

• Cheque  
• Drawee: Cheque 

can be drawn 
only on a banker. 

•  Time of 
payment: A 
cheque is payable 
on demand. 

•  Grace period: 
Cheque is 
payable on 
demand and no 
grace period is 
allowed. 

•  Notice of 
dishonour: 
Notice of 
dishonour is not 
necessary. 

•  Acceptance: A 
cheque is not 
required to be 
presented for 
acceptance. It 
needs to be 
presented only for 
payment. 

• Crossing: A 
cheque may be 
crossed. 

• Validity period: 
A cheque is 
usually valid for a 
period of three 
months. 

 

• Bill of 
exchange  

• The drawee 
may be any 
person. 

• A bill may be 
drawn payable 
on demand or 
on expiry of 
certain period 
after date or 
sight. 

•  While 
calculating 
maturity three 
day’s grace is 
allowed. 

•  A notice of 
dishonour is 
required. 

•  Bills require 
presentment 
for acceptance 
and it is better 
to present them 
for acceptance 
even when it is 
not essential to 
do so. 

• A bill of 
exchange 
cannot be 
crossed. 

•  A bill may be 
drawn for any 
period.  

 
 
Some of the important Sections of the Act are: 
Section 4 - Promissory note. 
Section 5 - Bill of exchange. 
Section 6 - Cheque. 
Section 13 - Negotiable Instruments 
Section 123 - Cheque Crossed Generally 
Section 124 - Cheque crossed specially. 
Section 126 Cheque crossed specially 
Section 130 Cheque bearing Not Negotiable 
Section 118 - Presumptions as to Negotiable Instruments 

BASEL COMMITTEE 
Why BASEL: After economic crisis in 1973, World economy 
was going through tough Phase. In response to these and other 
disruptions in the international financial markets, the central 
bank governors of the G10 countries established a Committee on 
Banking Regulations and Supervisory Practices at the end of 
1974 which is latterly renamed as Basel Committee on Banking 
Supervision. The Committee’s decisions have no legal force. 
The Committee formulates minimum standards for the banking 
regulation and supervision of banks and expects individual 
countries to implement them with their own way. There are three 
reports are released by Basel committee as: Basel - I, Basel - II 
and Basel – III. 
 
Basel – I :     
Also referred as: “The International Convergence of Capital 
Measurements and Capital Standards”.   Under Basel - I ,  a  
capital measurement system commonly referred to  as the Basel 
Capital Accord (1988 Accord) was approved by the G10 
Governors and released to banks in  July 1988 .This Capital 
Accord called for minimum Capital Adequacy Ratio to 8%. 
  Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR)   =  

   Total capital (Tier I + Tier II) 
         Total Risk Weighted Assets 
 Risk Weighted 

Asset:  Different 
Assets of the bank 
have different risk 
profile. Like 
Government security 
have 0% risk and 
Mortgage loan have 
50 % risk. So let us 
suppose bank have 
Rs 100 Government security and Rs 100 Mortgage loan.  

  So, Total Asset of the bank: 100 + 100 = 200. 
 Total Risk Assets of the bank: 0 (0 % risk) + 50(50 % risk) 

= 50 . 
 According to RBI, CAR should be more than 9%. 

Normally Indian banks are maintaining more than 12 %. 
 
Basel – II:       
 In response to the banking crises of the 1990s and the 

aforementioned criticisms of Basel - I, the Basel 
Committee decided in 1999 to propose a new, more 
comprehensive capital adequacy accord. This accord, 
known formally as A Revised Framework on International 
Convergence of Capital Measurement and Capital 
Standards and informally as “Basel II”. 
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 Basel – II guidelines came in June 2004. 
Three type of Risk:  

1. Market risk means the risk that the value of your 
investment can fluctuate. e.g. property and shares. 

2. Credit risk means the chance that you won't get all your 
money back, e.g. Mortgage.  

3. Operating risk defines the risk that originates from an 
organizations people and processes.  This type of risk 
accounts for fraudulent activity, mistakes by employees, 
and even legal risks. 

Basel  - III:   
 Basel - III guidelines released in 2010. 
 RBI set the time period for implementing Base – III from 1 

April 2013 to 31st March 2019. 
 Basel III added a recommendation for banks to maintain an 

amount of tier 1 capital equal to at least 6% of total risk-
weighted assets and maintain a total capital adequacy ratio 
of 10.5%. 

 Capital Conservation Buffer:    banks will be required to 
hold a capital conservation buffer of 2.5%.  The aim of 
asking to build conservation buffer is to ensure that banks 
maintain a cushion of capital that can be used to absorb 
losses during periods of financial and economic stress. 

 Leverage Ratio:   A leverage ratio is the relative amount 
of capital to total assets (not risk-weighted).   This aims to 
put a cap on swelling of leverage in the banking sector on a 
global basis.  3% leverage ratio of Tier 1 will be tested 
before a mandatory leverage ratio is introduced in January 
2018. 

FINANCIAL INCLUSION 
 The objective of Financial Inclusion is to provide financial 
services to each and every citizen of the country poor in particular. 
 Why financial inclusion: As per Census 2011, 58.7% 
households are availing banking services in the country. There are 
102,343 branches of Scheduled  Commercial Banks (SCBs) in the 
country, out of which 37,953 (37%) bank branches  are in the rural 
areas and 27,219 (26%) in semi-urban areas, constituting 63 per 
cent of  the total numbers of branches in semi-urban and rural areas 
of the country. However, a significant proportion of the households, 
especially in rural areas, are still outside the formal fold of the 
banking system. 
 Government and Reserve Bank of India (RBI) are taking 
various initiatives to achieve financial inclusion:  

1. Business Correspondent :  
  Business Correspondents are retail agents engaged by 

banks for providing banking services at locations other 
than a bank branch/ATM.   

 Banks had been permitted to engage individuals/ entities as 
BC like retired bank employees, retired teachers, retired 
government employees, ex-servicemen, individual etc.  

2. Business Facilitators: To promote awareness regarding 
banking facility. 

3. Swabhimaan Campaign: Under “Swabhimaan”- the 
Financial Inclusion Campaign launched in February 2011, 
Banks had provided banking facilities by March, 2012 to over 
74,000 habitations. 

4.  Setting up of Ultra Small Branches (USBs): Considering 
the need for close  supervision and mentoring of the Business 
Correspondent Agents (BCAs) by the  respective banks and to 
ensure that a range of banking services are available to the  
residents of such villages, Ultra Small Branches (USBs) are 
being set up in all villages  under Financial Inclusion. A USB 
would comprise of a small area of 100-200 sq. feet where the 
officer designated by the bank would be available with a lap-
top on pre-determined days.  

5. BSBDA Account :   
 Total credits in such accounts should not exceed one lakh 

rupees in a year. 
 Maximum balance in the account should not exceed fifty 

thousand rupees at any time 
 The total of debits by way of cash withdrawals and transfers 

will not exceed ten thousand rupees in a month. 
 Banks should offer the ATM Debit Cards free of charge and 

no Annual fee should be levied on such Cards.. 
 Relaxations in KYC norms for BSBDAs. 
 No minimum balance criteria. 
6)  Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY): Pradhan 

Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana is an scheme for financial inclusion 
launched by the Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi on 
28 August 2014. 

Special Benefits under PMJDY Scheme: 
a. Accidental insurance cover of Rs.1.00 lac 
b. No minimum balance required. 
c. Life insurance cover of Rs.30,000/- 
d. Easy Transfer of money across India 
e. Beneficiaries of Government Schemes will get Direct Benefit 

Transfer in these accounts. 
f. After satisfactory operation of the account for 6 months, an 

overdraft facility will be permitted 
g. Access to Pension, insurance products. 
h. Accidental Insurance Cover, RuPay Debit Card must be used at 

least once in 45 days. 
i. Overdraft facility upto Rs.5000/- is available in only one account 

per household, preferably lady of the household. 

There are three pillars of Basel -II

1.  Minimum capital  reserve 
requirements for the credit risk , 
market risk and operational risk.

2.  regulator-bank interaction, 
extending the rights of the regulator 
in bank supervision and dissolution

3.  Increase market discipline within a 
country’s banking sector
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Micronutrients 

Micronutrients are nutrients required by humans and other 
organisms throughout life in small quantities to perform some 
physical activities. Different types of Micronutrients are: 
1. Vitamin 
  

 

MINERALS ALTERNATIVE 
NAME 

DEFICIENCY DISEASE 

Vitamin A Retinol , Night blindness 

Vitamin B1 Thiamine Beri-Beri 

Vitamin B2 Riboflavin Extreme and unusual 
sensitivity to light 

Vitamin B4 Niacin Pellagra 

Vitamin B5 Nicotinic acid  irritability, fatigue, 
tiredness, and apathy. 

Vitamin B6 Pyridoxine Responsible for protein in 
metabolism, formation of 
blood; found in all food 
grains 

Vitamin B12 Cobalamine Pernicious / Megaloblastic 
anemia 

Vitamin C Ascorbic acid Scurvy 

Vitamin D Calcipherol Rickets, Osteomalacia 

Vitamin E Tocopherol Animals’ sterility 
(Reproduction capacity 
reduces) 

Vitamin K Phillioquine Hemorrhage 
 

 2. Minerals  
Minerals Deficiency 

Iron Anemia 

Protein Kwashiorkor (Mal-nutrition in age <5 yr) 
Marasmus (Under-nutrition in age <1 yr) 

Sodium 
(Na) 

Hyponatremia (low blood pressure, dehydration, 
loss of body weight) 

Iodine Goitre 

Calcium Rickets, Osteomalacia 

Potassium 
(K) 

Hypokalemia (rise in heart beat, Kidney damage, 
paralysis of muscles) 

 
3. Protein 

   
 Deficiency of proteins lead to Protein Energy Malnutrition 

(PEM). It occurs in India between ages 1-5 years. This is 
shown by Kwashiorkar and Maramus. Cause death. 
Kwashiorkar is when a child is weaned from mother’s 
milk. Symptoms are cracks in skin and reddish hair. 

 Proteins are large biological molecules, which are made up 
of amino acid.    

4. Fats 

  
 Fats are a wide group of compounds whose basis is in 

long-chain organic acids, called fatty acids. More 
particularly fats are esters of such organic acids formed 
with the alcohol glycerol 

 Fats are also sources of essential fatty acids, an important 
dietary requirements. They provide energy as noted above. 
Vitamins A, D, E, and K are fat-soluble, meaning they can 
only be digested, absorbed, and transported in conjunction 
with fats. 

SSC SPECIAL - SCIENCE 
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 Fats play a vital role in maintaining healthy skin and hair, 

insulating body organs against shock, maintaining body 
temperature, and promoting healthy cell function. 

5. Carbohydrates 

 
 
 A carbohydrate is a large biological molecule, or 

macromolecule, consisting of carbon (C), hydrogen (H) 
and oxygen (O) atoms, usually with a hydrogen:oxygen 
atom ratio of 2:1 

 Monosaccharides are the major source of fuel for 
metabolism, being used both as an energy source (glucose 
being the most important in nature) and in biosynthesis. 
 

Cell 

 
  
 Robert Hook was the first to coin the term ‘Cell’ 
 Cell is defined as structural and functional unit of the body 

PROTOPLASM 
 It is the living substance of the cell. It is a viscous, 

colourless fluid and is the seat for all physiological 
functions. 

ENDOPLASMIC RETICULUM 
  The endoplasmic reticulum is a network of membranes 

found throughout the cell and connected to the nucleus. 
The membranes are slightly different from cell to cell and a 
cell’s function determines the size and structure of the ER 

RIBOSOMES 
 They are the smallest organelles of the cell 
 Ribosomes are the site of protein synthesis in the cell 

 

GLOGI COMPLEX (DICTYOSOMES) 
 The main function of Golgi complex is cell secretion i.e. it 

packs and transports certain materials 
like proteins and polysaccharides out of the cells. 

 It is involved in the formation of primary lysosmes 
MITOCHONDRIA 
 Mitochondrion are called ‘power house of the cell’. 

PLASTIDS 
 The plastids are of three types :- 

1. Leucoplast  
2. Chromoplast                                                 
3. Chloroplast 

 Leucoplasts are colourless plastids, found in 
the underground parts of plants which are not exposed of 
light. 

 Chromoplasts are orange, yellow or red coloured plastids 
found in petals, fruits and roots in certain higher plants. 
The red colour of ripe tomatoes is the result of 
Chromoplasts which contain the red pigment lycopene 

 Chloroplasts are the most important and most common 
plastids found in all the photosynthesizing cells except 
prokaryotes. Blue-green algae however, lacks chloroplasts 

 LYSOSOMES  
 Are also called suicidal bags as when these are injured by a 

toxic substance, the enzymes thus released can digest the 
whole cell. 
 

MICRO ORGANISMS 
  A microorganism or microbe is an organism that is so 

small that it is microscopic (invisible to the naked 
eye).Various types of Micro-organisms are: 

1. Bacteria 
 These are unicellular or single called organisms.  
 Bacteria that depends upon others for food – Parasites & 

saprophytes(from dead plants & animal bodies) 
 Bacteria Helps in Nitrogen Fixation which is used by 

legume plants to make protein 
  Helps in production of Antibiotic like Streptomycin 

and Typhoid chloromycetin  
 Bacterial Disease: 
DISEASES  CAUSED BY MODES  EFFECTS 

Diphtheria pathogenic 
(disease causing
) bacterium 
Corynebacterium 
diphtheriae (C. 
diphtheriae). 

Contact Throat, 
respiratory 
System 

 Pneumonia Diploccocus Contact Pain in chest, 
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  Jaundice 

TB Mycobacterium Contact Lungs (fever 
in evening and 
loss of wt.) 

 Plague/Bub
onic Plague 
  

Short rod 
(Yesinia) 

Rats Lymph 

Tetanus(loc
kjaw) 
  

Clostridium Through 
Wounds 

Muscles 

Typhoid 
(Enteric 
Fever) 
  

Salmonella Files and 
Food 

 low fever,  
headache; 
 nausea, 
vomiting, 
diarrhea, 
stomach pain; 
or mild skin 
rash.  

Cholera Vibrio Flies  AND 
Foods 

Muscular 
Cramps, 
Stoppage of 
urine(Kidney) 

  
2. Protozoas 
 Belongs to Kingdom Protista That Includes all the 

Eukaryotic unicellular species 
 As for beneficial uses, a popular example is that protozoa 

are used in Botox, which is also known for also being 
useful in treating multiple sclerosis, Cerebral Palsy, and 
Erb's Palsy.  

 Protozoa are also used in wastewater treatment, soil 
fertilization, and speeding up oil spillage 

  
Protozoal Disease: 
DISEASES CAUSED BY MODES EFFECTS 

Malaria 
(shivering, 
Fewer, 
Sweating) 

Plasmodium Female 
Anopheles 
mosquitoes 

Liver(resides 
inside RBCs, 
carried by 
blood) 

Dysentery 
(Amoebic) 

Endameba Food and 
Water 

Large 
intestine 

Sleeping 
Sickness 

Trypanosoma Tsetse fly Lymphnocles 
Brain 

Oriental Sore Heishmanatropica Sand fly Reticular 

(Delhi Boil) cells, Ulcer 
formation 

Kala Azar(Bl
ack Sickness) 

Heishmaniadonova
ri 

Sand fly Enlargement 
of Spleen, 
Skin 
Pigmentation 

Diarrhea 
Giardiasis 

Gardia Food and 
Water 

Bile Tract, 
Intestine 

        
3. Algae 
 Green floating on surface of pond is algae. Contain 

chlorophyll, undergo photosynthesis. Also called grass of 
water 

 Can be unicellular / multi-cellular. 
 KELP (Brown algae) – rich source of Iodine and 

potassium. 
 Rodomelia (red Algae) – Main source of Bromine. 
 Algae used as food in space travel – chlorella (grown 

inside plane). 
 Chine grass is obtained from algae. 

HARMFUL EFFECT OF ALGAE 
 Euglena – Pollutes water. 
 Spirogyra – Removes O2 from water. So its removal is 

essential for swimming pools. 
4. Fungue  
 Both unicellular and Multi-cellular 
 Fungi lacks chlorophyll, so depends on others for food just 

like parasite and Saprophyte. 
 Use: Bakery products like bread, cake; Wine, Alcohol, 

idly, dosa from powered rice and dal; Processed 
cheese; Medicines like penicillin made up of 
fungi; Mushroom (fungi)- directly used. 

 
Fungal Disease: 
Caused by Who How Effects 

Ring worm Tricophyton 
(Microsporum) 

Direct contact 
from Cats and 
Dogs 

Skin and Hair 

Athletes 
foot 

Tricophyton Bad food 
hygiene 

Skin 

Madera 
Foot 

Maaurella Wound Bone 
destruction 

Dhobie Itch   Direct contact Groin and inner 
thighs 
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 5. Viruses 
 Viruses were discovered by German Scientist 

Dmitri Ivanovsky  
 These are acellular, having no cell, smallest of all 

microorganisms, considered both as plant and animal. 
 The virus is much like a gene in composition and 

structure. “Gene without a cell”. 
 Virus can be divided into three types on basis of genetic 

material :- 
1) DEOXYVIRA (With DNA): most animal viruses.  
2) REOVIRA (With RNA)   most plant  viruses. 
3) RETROVIRA (With RNA and enzymes reverse 
transcriptase): HIV & Oncovira. 

 Virus Disease:  
DISEASES CAUSED BY MODES EFFECTS 

Small pox Variola Direct 
contact 

Skin 

Chicken pox Varicella Contact Skin 

Cold Rhino Virus Contact air or skin 

Influenza Orthiomixo Contact Lungs 

Measles 
(Rubella) 

Paramyxo Contact Skin, 
respiratory 
Tract 

Mumps Paramyxo Contact Salivary 
glands, ears, 
jaws 

Viral Encephalitis 
(Arbovirus) 

Domestic 
Animals 

Brain 

Polio Enterovirus Contact, 
food, 
houseflies 
&water 

Paralysis 
(Brain) 

Rabies             
(Hydrophobia) 

Rhabdovirus Mad dog Paralysis, 
Death, 
insomnia 

Dengue 
(Break-Bone) 

Arbovirus Aecies 
(Mosquito) 
bite 

  

AIDS Human T-cell 
Leukamia 
Virus(HTLV-
3) 
Lav(Retroviru
s) AVR 

Besides 
other, 
Hemophiliac
s, 
Promiscuous 
indi. 

  

Harmones 
HORMONES’ are produced in special Organs called endocrine 
glands. These do not have ducts and secrete their Hormones 
directly to places where they are required. 

 
 
Digestive System 

 
 
Human Heart 
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 Arterial blood carries oxygen and dissolved food while 

venous blood carries co2and waste materials. But the 
Pulmonary artery and Vein are exceptions to this. 

 The heart muscle contracts in two stages to squeeze blood 
out of the heart. This is known as systole. 

1. In the first stage, the upper chambers (atria) contract at the 
same time, pushing blood down into the lower chambers 
(ventricles).Blood is pumped from the right atrium down 
into the right ventricle and from the left atrium down into 
the left ventricle. 

2. In the second stage, the lower chambers contract to push 
this blood out of the heart to either the body via your main 
artery (aorta) or to the lungs to pick up oxygen. 

 The heart then relaxes – known as diastole. Blood fills up 
the heart again, and the whole process, which takes a 
fraction of a second, is repeated. 

 The different sides of the heart have different functions.On 
the right side, the upper chamber fills with oxygen-
depleted blood from your body and pushes it via the lower 
chamber and the pulmonary artery back to the lungs. Here 
blood picks up oxygen and releases carbon dioxide. 

 On the left side, the upper chamber fills with oxygen-rich 
blood from the lungs. This is pumped via the lower 
chamber into the aorta and out to the body to provide cells 
with the crucial oxygen they need. 

 Pumping rate of Heart is about 70 /min. It may go upto 150 
/min. during exercise or excitement. 

 Pressure of blood varies from one part of the body to 
another. 

 The pressure produced in ventricles when it contracts and 
empties it into aorta and pulmonary artery is called 
Systolic Pressure and is equal to 120 mm of Hg. Opposite 
situation, when it fills the blood, the pressure is called 
Diastolic Pressure and is equal to 80 mm of Hg. 

 Lymph is another medium of circulation in blood meant 
for proteins which can’t re-enter the blood capillaries 
because of their size. It is light yellow and not red because 
it does not contain haemoglobin. Its composition is quite 
similar to blood plasma. Flows in one direction I.e. tissues 
to heart. Contains special White cells, for fighting diseases, 
called Lymphocytes. 

 CO2 of respiration in cells is transported by both 
haemoglobin of the blood and the water which dissolves it. 
Expulsion of CO2 occurs in the surface of lungs. 

 The same circulatory system transports both Nutrients and 
water. So there needs to be a special mechanism of 
separating the two, so that only waste is excreted and 
nutrients are held back. This filtering work is done by 
Kidneys. These are in two numbers 

 
                      

Blood Group 
Blood is a fluid connective tissue. It is 6.8 litres in man and 500 
ml less in woman. 6 – 8% of body weight (pH 7.4). 
Blood is made up of:  
1. Red Blood Corpuscles (RBC) 
 Also called Erythrocytes, disc – shaped (for increased 

Surface Area), no nucleus contains a pigment called 
Haemoglobin, which gives blood its Red Color. 

 Life of RBC is 120 days after which they are broken down 
in spleen or liver. 

2. White Blood Corpuscles (WBC) 
 Also called Leucocytes, rounded, with a nucleus, far less 

numerous than RBCs ( 1 : 400 – 500 ) ( 5,000 – 10,000 / cu 
mm ), life 3 – 4 days, soldiers of body’s defence system. 

3. Platelets 
 Also called Thrombocytes, formed in bone marrow, about 

250,000 / cu mm of blood, life 3 – 7 days, sets off blood 
clotting. 

4. Plasma (65% of total blood) 
 Plasma transports nutrients from the small intestine to the 

body tissues, and return the waste material to the kidneys, 
where it is filtered out. 

 Regulates pH of blood. 
  
Blood Groupings 
 Father of Blood Grouping: Karl Landsteiner (Australian 

pathologist). He discovered A, B and O blood groups in 
1900. 

 Possible Blood Groups: 

 
Some fact about Biology 
 Length of Alimentary Canal Approximately 8 metres. 
 BMR (Basal Metabolic Rate) 1600 K. Cal / day. 
 Number of Cells in Body 75 trillion 
 Longest Bone Femur (Thigh bone). 
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 Smallest Bone is stapes. 
 Weight of Brain : 1400 gms 
 Blood Volume 6.8 litres (in 70 kg body) 
 Normal B.P 120 / 80 mm Hg 
 Number of R.B.C 

(a) In Male : 4.5 – 5.0 million / cubic mm. 
(b) In Female : 4.0 – 4.5 million / cubic mm 

 Life Span of R.B.C : 120 days 
 Normal W.B.C Count 5000 – 1000 / cubic mm 
 Life Span of W.B.C : 3 – 4 days 
 D.L.C. (Differential Leucocyte Count) 

(a) Basophils : 0.5 – 1% 
(b) Eosinophils : 1 – 3% 
(c) Monocytes : 3 – 8% 
(d) Neutrophils : 40 – 70% 
(e) Lymphocytes : 2 – 25% 

 Blood Platelets Count : 2,00,000 – 4,00,000 / cubic mm 
 Haemoglobin 

(a) In Male : 14 – 15.6 gm / 100 c.c. of blood 
(b) In Female : 11 – 14 gm / 100 c.c. of blood 

 Hb Content in Body 500 – 700 gm 
 Universal Blood Donor:  O Rh -ve 
 Universal Blood Recipient : AB 
 Blood Clotting Time:  2 – 5 minutes 
 Average Body Weight:  70 kg 
 Normal Body Temperature : 98.4° F or 37° C 
 Breathing Rate : 16 – 20 / minute 
 Dental Formula Adult : 2123 / 2123 = 32; 
 Child : 22 Milk Teeth 
 Largest Endocrine Gland : Thyroid 
 Gestation Period 9 months (253 – 266 days) 
 Normal Heart Beat:  72 – 75 / minute 
 Largest Gland : Liver 
 Largest Muscle in the Body Gluteus maximus (Buttock 

Muscle) 
 Largest Artery:  Abdominal Aorta 
 Largest Vein:  Inferior Venacava 
 Largest W.B.C : Monocyte 
 Smallest W.B.C : Lymphocyte 
 Greatest Regeneration Power In liver 
 Longest Nerve : Sciatic 
 Longest Cell : Neuron (Nerve Cell) 
 Menstrual Cycle : 28 days 
 Menopause Age : 45 – 50 Years 
 Minimum Regeneration Power In Brain Cells 
 Minimum Distance for proper vision : 25 cm 
 Pulse Rate 72 / minute. 
 Normal Sperm Count 200 – 350 million / ejaculation. 

 FSR (normal Erythrocyte Sedimentation rate) 4 – 10 min / 
hr 

 pH of Gastric Juice : 1.4 
 pH of Urine : 6.0 
 pH of Blood:  7.35 – 7.45 
 pH of Bile : 7.5 
 pH of Pancreatic Juice : 8.5 
 Total Number of Muscles in the Body:  639 
 Total Number of Bones in the Body : 206 
 Largest Organ of Human Body:  Skin 

 

 
 
Elements and Their Properties  

1. Sodium: 
 Ores are rock salt, Cryolite 

and Borax. 
 Used in Washing 

Soda(Na2Co3) and Baking 
Soda(NaHCo3) 

2. MAGNESIUM:  
 Important ores are : 

Magnesite and Dolomite. 
 Epson salt (Magnesium 

sulphate) is used in 
medicine as purgative to 
clean the stomach. 

 Borel cement used for 
dental filling. 

 Milk of Magnesia 
removes acidity in 
stomach. 

3.Calcium: 
 Gypsum contains calcium 

sulphate, while limestone, 
chalk and marble are 
calcium bicarbonate. 

 Bleaching Powder – quick. 
Lime and slaked lime are 
source of bleaching 
powder (Ca(ClO)2) 

4. Iron: 
  Ores are: 

1) Haematite – Fe2O3, 
2) Magnetite. 

 3 forms: 
1) Wrought Iron (pure) 
2) Pig iron (or) Cast iron. 
3) Steel – Fe + C + Ni + 
Cr. 

 Galvanisation – using 
Zinc. (Galvanisation – by 
passing eletricty). 
Prevent Rusting of Iron 

5. COPPER 
 Ores – copper glances, 

copper Pyrite, Malachite 
 Blue Vitriol  - CuSO4 to 

check the growth of weed 
in pounds 

6. GOLD 
 Found in Nuggets.. 
 Pure Gold – 24 carats (12 

carat gold is only 502% 
pure). 

 HAuCL4 – antidote for 
snake poisoning. 
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7. MERCURY (Hg) 
 It forms amalgams and not 

alloys. 
 Amalgams – Hg + metal 

alloys 
 Used as purgatives in 

medicine and for treatment 
of club – root disease 
(cabbage family plants) 

 

8.LEAD 
 Ore – Galena – PbS. 
 TEL (Tetra Ethyl Lead) 

is added to gasoline to 
increase Octane 
Number. 

 
 
 

 
Alloy 
ELEMENT ITS 

ALLOYS 
ITS COMPONENTS 

Aluminium Duralium 
Magnalium 
Alnico 

Al + Mn + Cu + Manganese 
Al + Magnesium 
AL + Ni + Cu + Fe (Ni is nickel) 

Iron (Fe) Steel 
Stainless 
Steel 

Fe + C (c is carbon) 
Fe + Cr + Ni + C (Cr is chromium) 

Copper 
(Cu) 

Brass 
Bronze 
German 
silver 

Cu + Zn (Zn is zinc) 
Cu + Tn (brown Tn) 
Cu + Zn + Ni (no silver in German 
silver) 

Lead (Pb) 
Tin (Sn) 

Solder 
Rose metal 

Pb + Sn 
Pb + Sn + Bi  

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Some Important Fuels:  
Solid fuel Hydrazine 
Liquid fuel Liquid H2 
Teflon Insulating material 
Water gas H2+ CO 
Producer gas N2+ CO 
Coke gas CH1+ H + CO 
Mustard gas War gas 
Sarin gas Nerve gas 

 
For artificial rain- AgI (silver iodide) is used  

COMMONLY USED CHEMIUCALS IN EVERYDAY 
LIFE 

COMPOUND COMPOSED 
OF 

FORMULA USE 

Baking 
powder 

Sodium 
Bicarbonate 

NaHCO3  

Baking soda Sodium 
Bicarbonate 

NaHCO3 Fire 
Extinguishers, 
Baking soda 

Bleaching 
powder 

 CaOCL2  

Caustic soda Sodium 
Hydroxide 

NaOH  

Chalk 
(Marble) 

Calcium 
Carbonate 

CaCO3 
 

 

Chloroform Tri-Choloro 
Methane 

CHCL3  

Dry Ice Solid carbon 
dioxide 

CO2  

Green Vitriol Ferrous 
sulphate 

FeSO4. 7H2O  

Gypsum  CaSO42H2O Added to Cement 
to increase its 
setting time 

Laughing gas Nitrous oxide N2O  
Lime Calcium oxide CaO Basic lining in 

furnaces 
Lime Stone Calcium 

carconate 
CaCO3 (CaCO3) >>CaO 

+ CO2 
Mohr’s Salt Ammonium 

Ferrous 
Sulphate 

FeSO4 (NH4) 
2SO4. 6H2O 

 

Plaster of Paris  (CaSO4) 
2H2O 

Fractured bones. 
Fine proofing 

Potash Alum Potassium 
Aluminium 
Sulphate 

K2SO4AL2 
(SO4)3. 
24H2O 

 

Potash Ash Potassium 
carbonate 

K2CO3  

Quick Lime Calcium oxide CaO  
RDX  C3H6N6O6  
Rock Salt Sodium 

chloride 
NaCL  

Silica  SiO2 Exists in sand, 
Flint, Quartz, 
Opal 

Sodium 
Thiosulphate 

(hypo) S2O3
2- Used in 

photography 
Vinegar Acetic Acid CH3COOH  
Washing soda Sodium 

Carbonate 
Na2CO3. 10 
H2O 

Softening hard 
water 

 
 Osmosis – means spontaneous flow of solvent from lower 

concentration to higher concentration through a semi-
permeable membrane. It allows the passage of the solvent 
not solute e.g. swelling of dry fruits of vegetables. 

 Reverse osmosis: if atmospheric pressure is > osmotic 
pressure, flow of solvent is from higher to lower 
concentration. 

 Paramagnetic – Property having attracted by magnet and it 
has unpaired electrons. 
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 Ferromagnetic – Substances are attracted by magnets and 

when the magnet is removed they remain permanently 
magnetic e.g. Fe, CO, Ni, CrO2 – used in cassette of tape 
recorder. 

 Ideal or Real Gases are those which obey Boyles Law, 
Charles law at all temperature and pressure other gases obey 
PV = nRT 

 Boyles law – At constant temp, pressure is inversely 
proportional to volume. 

 Charles law – A t constant pressure, volume is directly 
proportional to volume. 

 Guy-Lussac law = V ∞ n (at constant P&T). 
 Isotopes – 2 or more elements with same atomic number 

and different atomic mass. 
 Isomers – compounds with same molecular formula but 

different structural formula. E.g. hydrogen, para-hydrogen. 
 HALOGENS: Halogens are highly reactive, and as such 

can be harmful or lethal to biological organisms in sufficient 
quantities. This high reactivity is due to the atoms being one 
electron short of a full outer shell of eight electrons e.g. 
Fluorine, Bromine, chlorine. 

 INERT GASES: An inert gas is any gas that is not reactive 
with elements. Like the noble gases inert gas is not 
necessarily elemental and is often compound gases. Like the 
noble gases the tendency of non-reactive is due to the 
valence, the outer most electron shell, being complete in all 
the inert gases. E.g, Ne, Ar, Rn etc. 

MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING (MRI) 
 It is a medical imaging technique used in radiology to 

visualize detailed internal structures. MRI makes use of the 
property of Nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) to image 
nuclei of atoms inside the body. 

CT SCANS  
 CT or CAT scans are special X-ray tests that produce cross-

sectional images of the body using X-rays and a computer. 
These images allow the radiologist; a medical doctor who 
specializes in images of the body, to look at the inside of the 
body just ad you would look at the inside of a loaf of bread 
by slicing it. This type of special X-ray, in a sense, takes 
“pictures” of slices of the body so doctors can look right at 
the area of interest. 

BIOMETRICS 
Biometrics comprises methods for uniquely recognizing 
humans based upon one or more intrinsic physical or 
behavioural traits. In computer science, in particular, 
biometrics is used as a form of identity access management 
& access control. It is also used to identify individuals in 
groups that are under surveillance. Biometric characteristics 
can be done with the help of: fingerprint, face recognition, 

DNA, Palm print, Hand geometry, Iris recognition, which 
has largely replaced retina, and odor / scent. 

DIABETES 
 Diabetes mellitus (often just called diabetes) occurs when 

the body cannot produce enough insulin or when the insulin 
that the body makes does not work properly. 

 The name come from the ancient Greek word diabetes 
meaning siphon or running through (referring to the passing 
of large amounts of urine) and mellitus meaning honey – 
like (referring to the sweetness of the urine due to excess 
sugar as identified by ancient physicians). 

There are two main types of diabetes – and some other 
rare forms: 
 Type 1 or insulin – dependent diabetes mellitus (IDDM) is 

the type that is almost always found in children and 
adolescents and occurs because the pancreas loses the 
ability to make insulin. People with type 1 diabetes need 
insulin treatment to stay alive. 

 Type 2 or non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus 
(NIDDM) usually affects older people and is often 
associated with overweight. These people make some 
insulin but the insulin does not work well. 

TUBERCULOSIS 
 TB kills two Indians every three minutes. Tuberculosis is a 

bacterial disease usually affecting the lungs (pulmonary 
TB). Other parts of the body can also be affected, for 
examples lymph nodes, kidneys, bones, joints, etc. (extra 
pulmonary TB). 

 The cause of TB, Mycobaterium tuberculosis (MTB), is a 
small aerobic non-motile bacillus. High lipid content of this 
pathogen accounts for many of its unique clinical 
characteristics. 

 Tuberculosis is spread through the air when a person with 
untreated pulmonary TB coughs or sneezes. Prolonged 
exposure to a person with untreated TB usually is necessary 
for infection to occur. 

ELISA 
 Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA), also known 

as an enzyme immunoassay (EIA), is a biochemical 
technique used mainly in immunology to detect the presence 
of an antibody or an antigen in a simple.(Normally to 
diagnose AIDS) 

 The ELISA has been used as a diagnostic tool in medicine 
and plant pathology. The ELISA can be performed to 
evaluate either the presence of antigen or the presence of 
antibody in a sample; it is a useful tool for determining 
serum antibody concentrations. 

DRINKING WATER STANDARDS 
 Indian standard for dr4inking water – Specification IS 

10500 : 1991 
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REVERSE OSMOSIS (RO) 
 Water pressure is used to force water molecules through a 

membrane that has extremely tiny pores, living the larger 
contaminants behind. Purified water is collected from the 
“clean” side of the membrane, and water containing the 
concentrated contaminants is flushed down the drain from 
the “contaminated side. 

 
MAJOUR ELEMENTS OF HUMAN BODY 
 Macro-elements Big four: (by weight) 
 Oxygen -  65% 
 Carbon -  18.5% 
 Hydrogen -  9.5% 
 Nitrogen -  .2% 
 Other elements: Ca, P, K, S, Cl, NA, and Mg. these 

elements make up 3.9% of the human body. 
 Trace elements: Elements needed in extremely small 

amounts but still very important Co, Cu, F, I, Fe, Mn, Zn 
 Too much copper (Cu) a Wilson disease, too little copper 

Menke’s disease, a “kinky hair syndrome”. 
 Too much Iron (Fe) a hemochromatosis, too little iron 

anemia, unable to make haemoglobin correctly, too little 
Iodine – Goiter a thyroid condition. 

 
FOOD PRESERVATIVES 
 Food contains enzymes or natural chemicals, such as acids 

or alcohols that cause them to being to lose desirable 
characters almost immediately after harvest or preparation. 

 Chemical preservatives include antioxidants, such as 
vitamin C and such as BHA (butylated hydroxyanisole), and 
bacterial growth inhibitors, such as benzoic acid, sulphur 
dioxide, and sodium nitrite (NaNO 2). Ethanol (CH 3 CH 2 
OH) has long been used as a preservative, both of itself (as 
in wine), and of other foods (e.g. fruits stored in brandy). 

 
RIPENING AGENTS 
 Calcium carbide is used for ripening the fruit artificial in 

some countries. Industrial grade calcium carbide may 
contain traces of arsenic and phosphorus, and, thus, use of 
the chemical for this purpose is illegal in most countries. 

 Calcium carbide, once dissolved in water, produces 
acetylene, which acts as an artificial ripening agent. 
Acetylene is believed to affect the nervous system by 
reducing oxygen supply to brain; however, it has been 

shown that, in practice, acetylene is not sufficiently reactive 
to affect consumers. 

CHEMICAL FERTILIZERS 
 Fertilizers are chemicals given to plants with the intention of 

promoting growth; they are usually applied either via the 
soil or by foliar spraying. 

 The three primary ingredients of fertilizers are listed on the 
fertilizers bags as nitrogen, phosphate and potash as three 
numbers, indi9cating the ratios in that order. Thus a 5-10-5 
fertilizer would have 10 per cent phosphate in its 
ingredients. 

 Over-use of fertilizers can lead to algal blooms in lakes and 
streams that receive run-off from crop lands, and lead to 
long-term degradation of the soil. 

 
 An antibiotic  
 Antibiotic is a chemical substance produced by one 

organism that is destructive to another. This process 
traditionally has been called antibiosis and is the opposite of 
symbiosis. 

 Doctors often prescribe antibiotics when you may have a 
viral infection because of the possibility that you may also 
acquire a bacterial infection because you are so ill with a 
virus – being ill places a person at risk for certain bacterial 
infections that are normally handled without any problem. 

 An antibiotic can be most often classified into one of 
following categories of chemical compounds: 

 Amino-glycosides 
 Glycopeptides 
 Beta Lactams also known as Penicillins 
 

DIFFERENT WAVES 
 
INCREASING WAVELENGTH  

Cosmic 
Rays 

Gama 
Rays 

X 
Rays 

Ultra 
Violet 
Rays 

Visible 
Rays 

Infrared 
Rays 

Micro 
Waves 

Radio 
Ways 

   
 Cosmic rays – it originates in outer space and continuously 

falls on earth. 
 Ultra Violet Rays – invisible + Sun’s rays have it. 
 Infra red – High Thermal effects. 
 Micro – Telephone circuits and radar. 
 Radio – used for Broad Casting. 
 VIBGYOR (Max. Wavelength of Red colour) 

  



 

 
<< 55 >> | I.B.S. QUEST | JUNE, 2017  

 

             Quest I.B.S. 
 
 

1. Longest Nerve Sciatic 
2. Longest Cell Neuron (Nerve Cell) 
3. Menstrual Cycle 28 days 
4. Menopause Age 45 – 50 Years 
5. Minimum Regeneration Power In  Brain Cells 
6. Minimum Distance for proper vision 25 cm 
7. Pulse Rate 72 / minute 

8. Normal Sperm Count. 200 – 350 million / 
ejaculation 

9. FSR (normal Erythrocyte Sedimentation rate)  4 – 10 min / hr 
10. pH of Gastric Juice 1.4 
11. pH of Urine 6.0 
12. pH of Blood 7.35 – 7.45 
13. pH of Bile 7.5 
14. pH of Pancreatic Juice 8.5 
15. Total Number of Muscles in the Body 639 
16. Total Number of Bones in the Body 206 
17. Largest Organ of Human Body Skin 
18. Which tissue in cells have lost the capacity of cell division? Permanent tissue 
19. Which scientist studied about wheat rust problem? K. C. Mehta 
20. Most of the plants obtain nitrogen from the soil in which from? Nitrates 
21. Which fungus is responsible for disease late blight of potato? Phytophthora infestans 

22. Which is responsible for red rot of sugarcane? Collectorichum 
falcatum 

23. Which stage of development of insect is most harmful for crop? Caterpillar 
24. In India famous Bengal famine accurred in 1942 by which disease? Leaf spot of rice 
25. Which factors are most responsible for disease in plant? Fungi 
26. Which fungus is responsible for the tikka disease of groundnut? Cercosplora personata 
27. What is the Study of pulse and arterial blood pressure called? Sphygmology 
28. Which branch of biology deals with the study of processing and preservation of food? Food technology 
29. What is the Study of the effects of toxic chemical substance on animal and plant? Toxicology 
30. What is the Branch of science which deals with the study of skin of man? Dermatology 
31. The release of which fish into wells helps in controlling the mosquitoes? Gambusia fish 
32. Which animal lays eggs and does not produce young ones directly? Echidna 
33. How many pair of heart is found in an earthworm? Four 
34. Which substance found in blood which helps in cloting? Fibrinogen 
35. Which worm reach into intestine of human by eating leaf? Tape worm 
36. Which is the phylum that includes exclusively marine animal? Echinodermata 
37. Which organs has its own wave of autonomic excitation? Heart 
38. What is the short upper part of human intestine next to the stomach? Duodenum 
39. A person feel fatigued due to deposition of which acid in their muscles? Latic Acid 
40. In the retina of eye cells what is present for colour differentiation? Cones 

SSC SPECIAL GS QUESTIONS 
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41. Which gland is responsible for the secretion of insulin? Pancrease 
42. What is considered as the easily digestable source of protein? Soyabean 
43. What percentage of water found in blood plasma of human? 91 to 92% 
44. Which blood vessel bringing blood into Bowman’s capsule? Afferent arteriole 
45. which antibodies are produced in the plasma of blood? Lymphocytes 
46. Which enzyme take part in digestion of milk protein? Rennin 
47. Which part of brain is centre of thirst hunger and sleep? Hypothalmus 
48. Blood Coagualtion is prevented by which chemical when it flow through artery and vein? Heparin 
49. Which organelles in the cell, other than nucleus contains DNA? Mitochondria 
50. What is infolding from the inner membrane of mitochondria called? Cristae 
51. In a living cell what is the site of ribosome formation? Nucleolus 
52. What do both respiration and photosynthesis require? Cytochromes 
53. In absence of ribosome in cell which function does not takes place? Protein synthesis 
54. Deficiency of which vitamin, causes xerophthelmia? Vitamin A 
55. Which antimicrobial drug is suitable for treatment of both tuberculosis and leprosy? Rifampicin 
56. Insects that can transmit diseases to human are referred to as which name? Vectors 
57. Pneumoconiosis affects the workers who work mainly in which industry? Coal mining industry 
58. Lathyrism is caused by excessive consumption of which thing? Khesari Dal 
59. Which part of blood carry out the function of body defence? White blood cell 
60. Which disease is caused due to presence of excess arsenic in water? Skin Cancer 
61. What is the transmission of characters from one generation to next? Heredity 
62. Who got noble prize for artificial synthesis of DNA? Kornberg 
63. What is the smallest part of DNA that undergoes recombination? Recon 
64. By whom was Artificial gene synthesis first done in laboratory? Khurana 
65. By whom the concept of survival of the fittest as advanced? Herbert Spencer 
66. From the evolutionary point of view, which is the most primitive animal? Turtle 
67. Which was the Russian scientist who proposed the theory of origin of life? Oparin 
68. Who published the book ‘Origin of species by natural selection in 1859’? Darwin 
69. Which is most primitive ancestor of man ? Australopithecus 
70. Which harmful element tobacoo exists in tobacoo ? Nicotine 
71. What is abiotic component of ecosystem? Water 
72. What is Study of inter relationship between living organism and their environment? Ecology 
73. Epiphytes are plant which depend on other plants for which purpose? Mechanical support 
74. What amount of energy transfered from one trophic level to next? 10% 
75. Plant and animal living in a particular area, what is it called? Community 
76. Reduced leaves and sunken stomata are the main feature of which thing? Xerophytes 
77. What ratio of forest area needed for ecologycal balance in India? 33.3% 
78. Ultimate environmental hazard to mankind, why? Due to Nuclear pollution 
79. Sound become hazardous noise pollution at which level? Above 80 dB 
80. Which energy do not have the problem of pollution? Sun 
81. Which air pollutant affect the nervous system of man? Lead 
82. By which is the Atmosphere of big metropolition cities is polluted most? Automobile exhausts 
83. National Environmental Engineering research institute is situated in which city? Nagpur 
84. Edward Jenner is related with which disease? Small pox 
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85. Which Scientist first explained about circulatory system? William Harvey 
86. Who discovered Anopheles mosquito transmit malaria? Ronal ross 
87. Who discovered the causal organism of the disease Anthrax? Robert Koch 
88. Which Scientists has established the ‘Phylum Annelida’? Lamark 
89. Which Biologist proposed the theory of Germ plasm? Weisman 
90. For which is the southern blot technique used for the detection? DNA 
91. For which is the northern blot technique used for the detection? RNA 
92. What is the introduction of foreign genes for improving genotype? Immunisation 
93. Which vitamin is transformed in golden rice ? Vitamin A 
94. Human protein x –1 – antitrysin is used for which disease? Emphysama 
95. Which type of cell has the ability to develop into any type of all ? Stem cell 
96. What is the percentage of land area covered under forest according to Indian Forest policy? 33% 
97. Which organisation is responsible for maintaing Red data book? IUGN 
98. What is the main cause of extinction of species from tropics? Deforestation 
99. What is the number of plant species estimated to be present in India? 40,000 
100. Which group has the highest number of endangered species ? Reptiles 
101. Silent valley having rare plant and animal is located in which state? Kerala 
102. Which is the first national park established in India? Corbet 
103. Insectivorous plant generally grow in soil which is deficient in which gas? Nitrogen 
104. What is one-way relationship where one species benefits at the expense of another is called? Parasitism 
105. What is symbiotic relationship in which both species benefit’ is best described? Mutualism 
106. Which of a species describes the tropic function it fills in its environment? Niche 
107. What is the least influential in determining the distribution of terrestrial biomes? Salinity 

108. What is the term for the maximum number of individuals that an area can support 
indefinitely? Carrying capacity 

109. The massive hole in the ozone layer over the Antarctica was first discovered in which year? 1985 
110. Which animals have a diet mainly consisting of bamboo? Red pandas 

111. A particle is executing S.H.M. Then what is the graph of acceleration as a function of 
displacement? Hyperbola 

112. An atom has 7 electrons in its M-shell and contains 18 neutrons in its nucleus. What is its 
mass number? 35 

113. The medicine ephedrin used in the treatment of cough, asthma and bronchitis, from where is 
obtained? Ephedra 

114. By whom was the concept of dual nature of radiation proposed? de-Broglie 

115. In a bisexual flower if androcium and gynoecium mature at different time the phenomenon is 
known as which name? Dichogamy 

116. A small drop falls from rest from a large height h in air. What is the final velocity? Almost independent of h 

117. Why does Molten sodium chloride conduct electricity? Due to the presence of 
free ions 

118. Which modification of root does not store food? Stilt 

119. The total energy of a particle vibrating in S.H.M. is proportional to which thing?  The square of its 
Amplitude 

120. A body rolling freely on the surface of the earth eventually comes, why does it to rest? Because it suffers 
friction 

121. What is the a biological process in which glucose and fat is oxidised to librate energy? Respiration 
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122. What is an example of Miscelles System here? Soap + Water 
123. A gale blows over a house. The force due to the gale on the roof is in which direction? In the upward direction 

124. Why is Ail aqueous solution of copper sulphate is acidica in nature? Because the salt 
undergoes hydrolysis 

125. Oxygen released during photosynthesis of green plant comes from the breakdown of which 
thing? Water 

126. The pressure at the bottom of a liquid tank does not depend on which area? Area of the liquid 
surface 

127. Which compound transforms baking soda into baking powder? KHC4H4O6 
128. Water will be absorbed by root hairs, then how is when the external medium? Hypotonic 

129. Why is Weightlessness experienced in spaceship? Due to absence of 
gravity 

130. How is Perchloric acid prepared? 

By the action of 
Concentrate Sulphuric 
acid on potassium 
perchlorate 

131. What is the Study of system of animal body which protects it from infection of various 
disease? Immunology 

132. A particle revolves round a circular path with a constant speed, how is the acceleration of the 
particle? Along the radius 

133. Which is the Branch of science that deal with the improvement of human race by providing 
better environmental condition? Euthenics 

134. Aluminium surface are often ‘anodized’. This means deposition of a layer of which oxide? Zinc oxide 
135. Which Animal is also known as ‘Portuguese man of war’? Physalia 
136. Which metal is extracted by thermal reduction process? Copper 

137. An ideal liquid flows through a horizontal tube of variable diameter. The pressure is lowest 
and what will be velocity? Velocity is highest 

138. If a non-metal is added to the interstitial sites of a metal, then how does the metal become? less malleable 
139. Which is used as a gift in Japan? Euplectella 

140. A gas is enclosed in a container which is then placed on a fast moving train. What will be the 
temperature of the gas? Remain unchanged 

141. When will a hot body radiate maximum energy? If its surface is black 
and rough 

142. How many electrons are involved in the oxidation by KMnO4 in basic medium? 4 

143. Which chemical substance secreted by particular species of animal to attract another member 
of same species? Pheromones 

144. How is the heat transferred by the radiator of a refrigerator? More than that at the 
freezer 

145. Which compound of zinc is white when cold and yellow when hot? ZnO 
146. Pheretima posthuma is scientific name of which animal? Earth worm 
147. Merscuric sulphide dissolves in aqua-regia to form which compund? HgCl2 

148. An individual whose blood type is B may in an emergency donate blood to a person which 
blood groups? AB or B 

149. If the amplitude of a wave at a distance t from a point source is A, what will be the amplitude 
at a distance 2r? A/2 

150. In which sequence are the electromagnetic radiations in decreasing order of wave lengths? Infrared, radio, X-rays, 
visible 
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151. Salts of which element provide colours to fireworks? Strontium and barium 
152. Which organ have the capacity of regeneration? Liver 

153. With the increase in temperature, what happens in the frequency of the sound from an organ 
pipe? Increases 

154. What is obtained when cadmium chloride is treated with water? Cd(OH)2 
155. Which organ cannot be transplanted? Brain 
156. When a coin placed in a bowl of water is seen from above, how does it appears? Raised from its position 
157. What is formed when cadmium reacts with H2S? CdS 
158. Appetite and satiety centres of brain, where are present in? Hypothalmus 
159. Which gland disapear during old age? Thymus 
160. How is the matallic nature of transition elements is than that of alkali metals? Less 
161. Which types of waves are used in a night vision apparatus? Infra-red-waves 

162. When seen in green light, what will the saffron and green portions of our national flag appear? Black and green 
respectively 

163. The 3d transition series contains how many elements from atomic number? 21 to 30 
164. Which blood group is universal doner? O 
165. Which lanthanides are used in glass, blowers, goggles? Pr, Nd 

166. Why is the function of the collimator in a spectrometer? To obtain a parallel 
beam of light 

167. What is the smallest structural and functional unit of nervous system? Neuron 
168. Which compound is obtained when auric chloride reacts with sodium chloride? Na[AuCl4] 
169. What is systolic and diastolic pressure in a healthy man? 120 mm and 80 mm 
170. The refractive index of a piece of transparent quartz is the greatest for which light? Violet light 
171. Which part of human brain is the regulating centre for swallowing and vomating? Medulla oblangata 
172. By which Carbon and hydrogen are estimated in organic compounds? Liebig’s method 

173. If the refractive angle of a prism is 60° and the minimum deviation is 30°, then the angle of 
incidence is how many degrees? 45° 

174. What is present both in plant and animal? Plasma membrane 
175. What does mixture of CS2 and H2S on passing over heated copper give? Methane 
176. If the rotational velocity of a dynamo armature is doubled, what will then the induced emf? Become double 
177. Which is used in storage batteries? Lead 

178. What is the name of the poisonous gas formed by the interaction of acetylene and arsenic 
trichloride? Lewisite 

179. Which tissue take part in healing the wounds? Epithelium tissue 

180. When a body is earth connected, electrons from the earth flow into the body. What is its 
mean? 

This means the body is 
Charged positively 

181. Acetylene is used as an anaesthetic under which name? Narcylene 

182. In daily requirement basis which vitamin is required in largest quantity by the human body? Vitamin C (Ascorbic 
acid) 

183. When does not No current flows between two charged bodies? If they have same 
potential 

184. Denatured spirit is a mixture of ethyl alcohol, methyl alcohol and which other thing? Pyridine 

185. Consumption of fish is considered to be healthy compared to flesh of other animals why? 
Because it contains 
polyunsaturated fatty 
acids 

186. What is the reason for excessive solubility of ethyl alcohol in water? Due to hydrogen 
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bonding with water 

187. Through which are the characters are transferred from parents to progeny? DNA 

188. A radioactive substance has a half life of 4 months. In how many months will three fourths of 
the substance will decays? 8 months 

189. The cause of fractional atomic weights of elements? The presence of Isotopes 
190. Which gas, is used for artificial ripening of fruit? C2H4 
191. Which branch of biology deal with the study of heredity? Genetics 
192. The maximum number of photo electrons released in photocell is independent of which thing? Frequency 
193. A fruity smell is produced by the reaction of C2H5OH with which formula? CH3COOH 

194. By which can Evolutionary development of a species be best studied? Studying fossils of this 
species 

195. What is the process by which vegetable ghee is manufactured? Hydrogenation 

196. Early atmosphere contained methane and other hydrocarbons they have been now replaced by 
which gas? Carbon dioxide 

197. For an electric dipole, how are the field at a point on the equatorial line and the dipole 
moment? In opposite direction 

198. Crop sown soon after the onset of south-west monsoon in India, what is this called? Kharif 
199. Thermal decomposition of alkanes is known as which name? Cracking 

200. If a diamagnetic substance is brought near north and south pole of a oar magnet, what will be 
then? It is Repelled by poles 

201. What is a glass sided tank, bowl in which aquatic animals live? Aquarium 
202. Deficiency of which vitamin causes xerophthalmia? Vitamin A 

203. If a wire of resistivity p is stretched to double its length, then what will change in its new 
resistivity? Not change 

204. Cathode rays enter an electric field normal to the lines of force. Then how is their path in the 
electric field is Parabola 

205. The word “biodiversity” is a combination of which two words? Biology and diversity 
206. Which thing is the sweetest natural sugar? Lactose 
207. Jaundice in human beings affects which of the body part? Liver 
208. How many orangutans disappear each year as result of palm oil farming? 5000 
209. The sky wave propagation is suitable for radio waves of frequency form how many MHz? From 2 MHz to 30 MHz 
210. Which is considered a hot-spot of biodiversity in India? Western Ghats 
211. Which is used as a coolant in nuclear reactors? Liquid sodium 
212. Which is the second most abundant metal in the earth’s crust? Iron 
213. Which plant is used for green manuring in India? Sunhemp 
214. Optic fibres are mainly used for which purpose? Communication 
215. Which is the lightest gas? Hydrogen 
216. What is the Mendel’s principles of inheritance? Sexual reproduction 
217. How is the frequency of ultrasound wave typically? Above 20,000 kHz 
218. What is formula of plaster of paris? 2CaSO4.H2O 
219. Which is the largest flower in the world ? Rafflesia 
220. Who received Nobel Prize twice for the same subject? Marie Curie 
221. What are Carbon, diamond and graphite together called? Allotropes 
222. What is the approximate velocity of light per second? 3 × 108 m 
223. Which metal was first discovered by man ? Copper 



 

 
<< 61 >> | I.B.S. QUEST | JUNE, 2017  

 

             Quest I.B.S. 
224. Which nutrients are most likely to be affected by food processing and storage? Vitamins 
225. What do we use in SONAR? Ultrasonic waves 
226. By whom was the quantum theory first enunciated? By Max Planck 
227. Food wrapped in newspaper is likely to get contaminated with which desease? Lead 
228. The wavelength of X-rays is of the order of howmany angstrom? 1 Angstrom 
229. Which isotope of uranium capable of sustaining chain reactions? U-235 
230. What is Hepatitis-B, which affects liver? Virus 
231. Which polymer is widely used for making bullet proof material? Polyethylene 
232. Which is the essential element in all organic compounds? Carbon 
233. Which vitamin is essential for poor bone and teeth formation? Vitamin D 
234. Old-written material, which cannot be read easily, how can be read? By infrared rays 
235. Which synthetic fibre is known as artificial silk? Rayon 
236. Which vegetable protein is considered as good as an animal protein? Soyabean protein 
237. ‘mho’ is the unit of which unit? Specific resistance 
238. Which are the important raw materials required in cement industry ? Limestone and clay 
239. By which would Desert plants be characterised? By sunken stomata 
240. What is the number of basic units in the International System of Units? 7 
241. Which are the high-temperature superconductors? Ceramic oxides 
242. Which is the sweetest sugar? Fructose 
243. A small weight is put on the pressure cooker. It increases the pressure of the steam. Why? Area of contact is small 

244. Which is the highest grade of coal whose surface is shining and has the highest calorific 
value? Anthracite 

245. In certain amino acids, which elements is found in addition to carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen and 
oxygen? Sulphur 

246. A car is running on a road at a uniform speed of 60 km/hr. What is the net resultant force on 
the car? Equal to zero 

247. Which substance coated on plastic tape? Iron oxide 

248. Which combination of foods providing protein quality nearest to that of meat? Sprouted gram and 
groundnuts 

249. Which common devices works on the basis of the principle of mutual induction? Transformer 
250. Which charcoal is used to deeolourise raw sugar? Wood charcoal 
251. Milk, cheese and eggs are the source of vitamins which vitamins? A and D 

252. Which is the wave in which the particies of the material move up and down as the wave goes 
from left to right? Transverse 

253. According to Dalton’s atomic theory, which is the smallest particle which can exist 
independently? An atom 

254. What is the source of immediate energy for cellular activity? ATP 
255. Which is most efficient engine? Electric 
256. What is the conversion of Fe++ to Fe+++? Oxidation 
257. By whom was Gene first isolated? Hargobind Khurana 

258. When milk is churned, how does the cream separate from it? Due to the centrifugal 
force 

259. For which thing is Washing soda the common name? Sodium carbonate 

260. From the biological evolutionary point of view, the human heart is close to the heart of which 
animal? Pig 
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261. A bullet hits and gets embedded in a solid block resting on a horizontal frictionless table. 

What is conserved’? Momentum 

262. Which mixture is homogeneous? Methanol and water 
263. What is formed by strong heating of potassium petmanganate? O2 
264. Most of the digestion occur in which part of alimentory canal of man? Small intestine 
265. Which has the longest wave length? Infra red radiation 
266. Which plant produce seed but not fruit? Mint 
267. Length of Alimentary Canal Approximately  8 metres. 
268. BMR (Basal Metabolic Rate)  1600 K. Cal / day. 
269. Number of Cells in Body 75 trillion 
270. Longest Bone Femur (Thigh bone). 
271. Smallest Bone is  stapes. 
272. Weight of Brain 1400 gms 
273. Blood Volume 6.8 litres (in 70 kg body) 
274. Normal B.P  120 / 80 mm Hg 

275. Number of R.B.C (a) In Male : 4.5 – 5.0 million / cubic mm.(b) In Female 4.0 – 4.5 million / cubic 
mm 

276. Life Span of R.B.C 120 days 
277. Normal W.B.C Count  5000 – 1000 / cubic mm 
278. Life Span of W.B.C 3 – 4 days 
279. D.L.C. (Differential Leucocyte Count) (a) Basophils 0.5 – 1% 

280. Blood Platelets Count 2,00,000 – 4,00,000 / 
cubic mm 

281. Haemoglobin (a) In Male : 14 – 15.6 gm / 100 c.c. of blood(b)In Female 11 – 14 gm / 100 c.c. of 
blood 

282. Hb Content in Body  500 – 700 gm 
283. Universal Blood Donor O Rh -ve 
284. Universal Blood Recipient AB 
285. Blood Clotting Time 2 – 5 minutes 
286. Average Body Weight 70 kg 
287. Normal Body Temperature 98.4° F or 37° C 
288. Breathing Rate 16 – 20 / minute 
289. Dental Formula Adult 2123 / 2123 = 32; 
290. Child 22 Milk Teeth 
291. Largest Endocrine Gland Thyroid  
292. Gestation Period 9 months  (253 – 266 days) 
293. Normal Heart Beat”  72 – 75 / minute 
294. Largest Gland Liver 
295. Largest Muscle in the Body Gluteus maximus (Buttock Muscle) 
296. Largest Artery Abdominal Aorta 
297. Largest Vein Inferior Venacava 
298. Largest W.B.C Monocyte 
299. Smallest W.B.C Lymphocyte 
300. Greatest Regeneration Power In liver 
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LATEST GK TABLETS 

1. Which bank has won the Best financial inclusion initiatives and the Best use of digital and 
channels technology awards at the IBA-Banking Technology Awards? Karnataka Bank 

2. Who among the following has been appointed as the representative of Badminton World 
Federation (BWF)? Saina Nehwal 

3. The government has notified the protocol amending the India-Israel tax treaty to provide for 
exchange of information on tax matters. The amended treaty would be effective from which date? April 1, 2017 

4. Who among the following has been awarded with the Best Players of the Year 2016 (Female) by 
International Hockey Federation (FIH)? Naomi Van 

5. 
The technology giant Microsoft has signed an MoU with which state to utilise Microsoft Azure 
Stack for the first time in the world for migration of 340 live applications from one data centre to 
another? 

Andhra Pradesh 

6. According to the latest New World Wealth report, which of the following countries has been 
named the richest city? Mumbai 

7. Who has been appointed as the new commissioner of London’s Metropolitan Police, better 
known as Scotland Yard? Cressida Dick 

8. RAHAT, a heat attack treatment program is launched by Rajasthan 

9. Which telecom operator has signed an agreement with the Telenor South Asia Investments to 
acquire Telenor India Communications?  Bharti Airtel 

10. Who among the following has been appointed as the global ambassador of American Cancer 
Society? Normani Kordei 

11. Which of the following organization has launched a mobile application for Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) to inform the taxpayers of the latest updates on GST? 

Central Board of Excise 
and Customs (CBEC) 

12. Scientists from which organization has discovered 60,000 year old living microorganisms in 
Mexico’s Naica mine? 

National Aeronautics 
and Space 
Administration 

13. Astronomers from NASA have discovered seven new Earth-sized exoplanets orbiting around 
dwarf star called __________. TRAPPIST-1 

14. Who secured India’s first medal at the ISSF World Cup with a score of 228.8 in the final round? Pooja Ghatkar 

15. What is the rank of India’s one day women’s team captain Mithali Raj in the latest ICC bats 
women’s rankings? Second 

16. Which of the following is India's first long-distance, fully unreserved, superfast train? Antodya 

17. Kenneth J Arrow who died at the age of 95, was the youngest-ever to win Nobel Prize in which 
field? Economics 

18. Which Indian state has become the 22nd state to join the Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana 
(UDAY) for operational improvement of the state’s power distribution department? Sikkim 

19. Who has been named as the 'Captain of the Year' at the 10th annual ESPN cricinfo Awards? Virat Kohli 

20. How much financial assistance has been approved by India for Bangladesh for the sustainable 
development of Sylhet city in Bangladesh? Taka 240 million 

21. Who has been appointed as the honourary brand ambassador of Sightsavers, a global organisation 
working to prevent avoidable blindness? Kabir Bedi 

22. How many MoUs have been signed between Pakistan and Turkey during the 5th Session of 
Pakistan-Turkey High Level Strategic Cooperation Council (HLSCC)? 10 

23. How many countries have been suspended by the UN body from casting votes in UN General 
Assembly 2016-2017 session due to huge sum of unpaid dues? Six 

24. What is the tenor of the Sovereign Gold Bonds 2016-17–Series IV? 8 years 
25. How much bailout package has been announced by Government of India for IDBI Bank to enable Rs. 3000 crore 
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the bank to have healthy capital-adequacy ratio and further enhance credit growth? 

26. Which country will host the 13th edition of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) 
Summit? Pakistan 

27. Which bank has launched Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) enabled card to offer prompt 
service to customers of the bank? Dena Bank 

28. Which bank has launched a railway ticket booking facility by having a direct tie-up with 
IRCTC?  United Bank of India 

29. According to the economic think tank NCAER, India’s growth forecast for 2016-17 has been 
lowered to ________ percent compared to previous estimate of 7.6 percent. 6.9 percent 

30. Which ministry has formulated the National Transit Oriented Development Policy to address the 
challenges of urbanization? 

Ministry of Urban 
Development 

31. Which team won the 2017 Army Polo Championship? 61 Cavalry 

32. As per Moody, which country has been estimated to be the fastest growing economy among G-20 
countries in 2017? India 

33. Which business entrepreneur has been named as the Indian Entrepreneur of the Year 2016 by 
consulting firm Ernst & Young? Vivek Chaand Sehgal 

34. The SoftBank Group Corp and Foxconn on February 24, 2017 has formed a Joint Venture worth 
about USD _______billion to enhance bilateral ties. USD 1.2 billion 

35. Who has been conferred with the Best Male Player of the Year Award (2016) by the International 
Hockey Federation (FIH)? John-John Dohmen 

36. According to the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) data, the Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in India grew ________ percent during 2016 to attract USD 46 billion. 18 percent 

37. As per the data by Union Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, how many districts in India 
have become Open Defecation Free till date under Swachh Bharat Mission. 100 

38. In which state the week long 29th International Yoga Festival has been organized? Uttarakhand 

39. Who has been appointed as the head coach of the India U-17 World Cup team on March 1, 2017 
by All India Football Federation? Luis Norton de Matos 

40. Which Indian software development firm has acquired Japanese digital firm Brilliant Service 
Co for an undisclosed amount? Cognizant 

41. Who has been appointed as India’s next Ambassador to World Trade Organization with effect 
from June 2017? JS Deepak 

42. The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has signed an MoU with which organization for 
the speedy implementation and success of Namami Gange? Rotary India 

43. How much would be charged by the HDFC Bank, ICICI, and Axis Bank after four free 
transactions in a month. Rs.150 

44. Which ministry has been organized the nationwide Swachhta Pakhwada from March 1, 2017 to 
March 15, 2017 to raise awareness about Swachh Bharat Abhiyan? 

Ministry of Women & 
Child Development 

45. Who has been appointed as the new secretary general of SAARC with effect from March 1, 
2017? Amjad Hussain B Sial 

46. Which country has decided to use the Russian ruble as its official currency along with its own 
existing official currency? Ukraine 

47. Which state has emerged as the top most state to achieve maximum registration under the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) regime when compared to other states of India? Kerala 

48. Which medical hospital has been awarded the Raksha Mantri’s Trophy for the best Service 
Hospital in the Armed Forces Medical Services (AFMS) for the year 2016? INHS Asvini, Mumbai 

49. Where was the 2017 UK-India Year of Culture event hosted by Queen Elizabeth II? Buckingham Palace 

50. The Delhi government’s initiative to extend the midday meal facility for the girl students of all 
Delhi government school upto class 12 will be effective from which date? April 1 
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51. Who is the Chairman of the Supreme Court constituted Special Investigating Team (SIT) on 

black money?   M.B. Shah 

52. In which stateThe maiden Regional Conference of Eastern States on Enhancing Steel 
Consumption in India was held on March 2, 2017? Sikkim 

53. DRDO has signed a non-exclusive licencing agreement with which company for manufacturing 
High Nitrogen Steel (NHS)? 

Jindal Stainless (Hisar) 
Limited 

54. The US Classified Satellite NROL-79 was launched by United Launch Alliance from California 
on March 1, 2017 on board which rocket? Atlas 5 

55. What was the theme of the 2017 World Wildlife Day 2017? Listen To The Young 
Voices 

56. Which country has been awarded the most Popular Tourism Destination Award at 
the International Travel Fair (GITF) Travel Fair in China? Sri Lanka 

57. The Amma Kalviyagam portal launched by Tamil Nadu is a part of which vision of late Chief 
Minister Jayalalithaa? Vision TN 2023 

58. The government has directed all the banks to make available the mobile banking facility to all the 
customers by ____________ March 31 

59. Where was the 13th Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) Summit held? Islamabad 

60. What is the name of the Weapon Locating Radar (WLR) which was handed over by DRDO to 
Indian Army? Swathi 

61. Punjab signed a renewed agreement with J&K for the completion of the Shahpur Kandi Dam 
project. What is the total cost of the project? Rs. 2,285 crore 

62. The state government of Telangana has signed an MoU with which technology giant to support 
digitization effort of the state? Google India 

63. Operation Thunderbird and Operation Save Kurma was conducted by which agency to Combat 
Wildlife Crime? 

Wildlife Crime Control 
Bureau 

64. Bharti Airtel and Millicom International Cellular SA has signed an agreement to combine their 
operations for providing service in which country? Ghana 

65. Which state has official status to the tribal language Kurukh? West Bengal 

66. The State Bank of India has revised various service charges on transaction and deposits as well as 
maintaining monthly average balance. The new charges would be applicable from which date? April 1, 2017 

67. The West Bengal Clinical Establishments Bill, 2017 passed by state assembly will replace which 
bill? 

West Bengal Clinical 
Establishments 
Bill, 2010 

68. The Aadhaar number has been made mandatory for senior citizens to avail concessions in train 
tickets effective from _________.   April 1, 2017 

69. Who is the author of the book titled Numbers Do Lie: 61 Hidden Cricket Stories? Akash Chopra 

70. The GST council has agreed to provide a composition scheme for small businesses. Now the 
small business with turnover upto which amount, will have to pay a tax of how much percent? 50 lakh, 5 percent 

71. India has completed fencing half of the 4,096 km border area which it shares with Bangladesh, 
the rest half is targeted to be completed by which year? 2019 

72. According to the Reserve Bank of India, any bank which refuses to exchange soiled notes from 
people will have to pay a penalty of? Rs.10000 

73. China has set its GDP growth target at which percent for the year 2017 compared with the target 
range of 6.5-7 percent in 2016. 6.5 percent 

74. Biju Patnaik whose 101st birth anniversary was observed on March 5, 2017 was a former Chief 
Minister of which state? Odisha 

75. Who has been awarded the 30th Moortidevi Award Bharatiya Jnanpith organization? M P Veerendra 
76. Who has won the 50-metre free pistol event in the 2017 ISSF World Cup in New Delhi? Jitu Rai 
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77. The International Monetary Fund has reached a preliminary agreement with Ukraine to provide a 

fresh disbursement of how much billion in the first half of the March 2017. USD 1 billion 

78. Which north eastern state in India has agreed to supply additional 60 MW of power 
to Bangladesh to solve its power crisis? Tripura 

79. As per the scientists of United States, the mantle of the Earth is how much degree Celsius hotter 
than scientists previously thought.  60 Degree 

80. Name the winner of the 2017 Dubai Tennis Championships in men’s single event. Andy Murray 

81. IRDAI has proposed to increase the insurance premium for cars, motor cycles as well as 
commercial vehicles to 50 percent. The new charges would be effective from which date?  April 1 

82. Cab aggregator Ola has signed an MoU with which state government to impart training to 25,000 
youths in the state? Madhya Pradesh 

83. Which state has launched the Tirtha Darshan Scheme to enable the senior citizens belonging to 
BPL to go on pilgrimage at government expenses? Haryana 

84. The Tirupati Airport in Andhra Pradesh has been renamed as________. Sri Venkateswara 
Airport 

85. The first ever across-the-river” survey in Ganga is being conducted by which organization in 
coordination with the forest departments of Ganga basin states? 

Wildlife Institute of 
India 

86. According to a report by researchers, the world’s oldest known fossil has been discovered by 
scientists in which country?  Canada 

87. Which bank has won the gold medal for the Radio Jingle in the Collateral Awards Category at 
the 11th Global Communication Conclave held in Bangaluru on March 6, 2017? Canara Bank 

87. The Indian Women’s Hockey team defeated which country to clinch their third consecutive win 
in the five-test Hockey series in Bhopal? Belarus 

88. The week long Bhagoria Festival is celebrated by tribal community of which Indian state? Madhya Pradesh 

89. The largest flag of India inaugurated on the tallest flag post at the Indo-Pak Attari Border in 
Amritsar are of 360 ft 

90. The Advanced S-300 Missile Defence System of Iran which became operational has been 
manufactured by which country? Russia 

91. Indian Navy’s oldest flagship aircraft carrier also known as ‘Grand Old Lady’ was 
decommissioned after being into service for 30 years. Name of the aircraft INS Viraat 

92. India’s first AI based chatbot EVA has been launched by which bank? HDFC Bank 

93. The joint military training exercise AL NAGAH-II is being conducted between Indian Army and 
the Army troops of which country? Oman 

94. Rene Preval who died at the age of 74 was the former president of which country? Haiti 

95. The State bank of India will levy penalty if Minimum Average Balance in account of 
metropolitan population is below Rs.5000 

96. Who has won the 2017 Mexican Open in the men’s single event? Sam Querrey (United 
States) 

97. Name the winner of the 2017 Mexican Open in Women’s single event. Lesia Tsurenko 

98. India beat which country to secure 7th rank at the 2017 Asia Men’s Rugby Sevens Trophy held at 
Aspire Rugby Field in Doha, Qatar Pakistan 

99. The Finance Ministry has given its in-principal approval to allow which financial institution to 
offer Employee Stock Option Plans (ESOPs) to their employees from 2017-18? Public Sector Banks 

100. The Union Cabinet has approved signing an MoU with which organization for strengthening 
gender equality in India? 

United Nations Entity of 
Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of 
Women (UN-Women) 

101. The 14 days Surya Kiran-Xi joint military exercise has been started in which Indian state? Uttarakhand 
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102. The National Conference on Jal Kranti Abhiyan was held in which city? New Delhi 
103. India’s first smart tribal village has been inaugurated in which state? Jammu & Kashmir 

104. Which Indian Institute has become the only institute to feature among the top 10 Best Small 
Universities in the World 2017 ranking by the Times Higher Education? 

Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore 

105. To mark the 100 years of Yogoda Satsang Math, Prime Minster Narendra Modi released which of 
the following on March 7, 2017? 

Commemorative postage 
stamp 

106. Kalika Prasad Bhattacharya who died in a road accident was a noted Singer 

107. The image of an incredibly massive galaxy UGC 12591, which has hundred billions times the 
mass of the Sun has been captured by which telescope? Hubble Space Telescope 

108. According to the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) 2017 report, nearly 45 percent of India’s 
total bird species have been found in which state? Himachal Pradesh 

109. The Union Cabinet approved the proposal for revival of how many unserved/under-served 
airports by the year 2020. 50 

110. The new Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) has been announced by the government of 
India to boost the output of which of the following? Oil & Gas 

111. The Trade Mark Rules 2017 which came into effect has replaced which rule to simply the 
processing of Trade Mark applications? Trade Mark Rules 2002 

112. Tech Mahindra Ltd has signed a definitive agreement to acquire CJS Solutions Group LLC for 
how much amount? .$110 million 

113. As per the latest analysis of the Financial Times, which country’s banking system has surpassed 
that of the Eurozone to become the world’s largest banking system by assets? China 

114. In collaboration with which chatbot platform, HDFC Life has launched India’s first life insurance 
chatbot? Haptik 

115. As per the latest estimation of global rating agency Fitch, India’s GDP is projected to grow at 
which percent for the fiscal 2016-17. 7.1 percent 

116. Which Indian airport has won the first position in the Airports Council International-ASQ 
survey in the 5-15 million passengers per annum (MPPA) category for the year 2016? 

Hyderabad 
International Airport 
Limited 

117. Which Indian actress has won the best actress award at the 2017 International Film Festival and 
Awards of Australia (IFFAA)? 

Aishwarya Rai 
Bachchan 

118. Who has been selected for the ‘Distinguished Fellow’ honour by the Science and Engineering 
Research Board (SERB) for contribution towards research work? Lalji Singh 

119. The High Court of Manipur has declared illegal the economic blockade created in the state by 
which political group? United Naga Council 

120. Online web platform Pratibimba has been launched by which state government to report the 
performance and achievements of the government to the citizen? Karnataka 

121. The 4 lane ‘Extradosed’ Cable-Stayed Bridge has been inaugurated in which city of Gujarat by 
PM Modi? Bharuch 

122. The three day long ‘Destination North East-2017’ festival was organized in which city? Chandigarh 

123. 
According to the 2017 Global Corruption Barometer for the Asia Pacific Region released 
by Transparency International which country has the highest bribery rate among the 16 Asia 
Pacific countries? 

India 

124. The ESAF Microfinance Company issued A1 rated Commercial Papers 
(CP) worth Rs.________crore to meet the short term funding needs of the organization.  Rs.330 crore 

125. Fastag service has been launched by which bank to enable the vehicles to move without the need 
to join queues at toll plazas? Karur Vysya Bank 

126. Work from Home’ facility has been launched by which bank on March 7, 2017 for its employees? State Bank of India 
127. Who has been recently accredited as the next Ambassador of lndia to the Principality of Andorra, D. Bala Venkatesh 
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with residence in Madrid (Spain) ? Varma 

128. The Swachh Shakti 2017 – A Convention of Women Sarpanches was held in which state on the 
occasion of the International Women’s Day? Gujarat 

129. As per the latest ICC Ranking, the top position for the test bowler has been jointly acquired by 
which players? 

Ravindra Jadeja and R 
Ashwin 

130. India has planned to phase out the consumption and manufacturing of the harmful ozone -
depleting substances Hydrochlorofluorocarbon by which year? 2030 

131. The Peace in the Home initiative has been launched by which organization on March 8, 2017 to 
tackle the menace of domestic violence against women? 

Commonwealth 
Organisation 

132. The Rajya Sabha passed the Enemy Property (Amendment and Validation) Bill. The bill relates 
to transfer of properties left by people who migrated to which country in the 1960s or later? Pakistan & China 

133. George Olah who died was a 1994 Nobel prize winner in which field? Chemistry 

134. What is the objective of the Letter of Intent (LOI) signed between the Indian Railway Ministry 
and United Nations Environment Programme? All the Above 

135. Who has been appointed as the global Chairman of KPMG International? William B Thomas 

136. The Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill, 2016 seeks to increase the maternity leave to _______ 
weeks from the earlier 12 weeks. 26 weeks 

137. The Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill, 2016 seeks to amend which bill? Maternity Benefits Act, 
1961 

138. Who has been appointed as the new deputy governor of the Reserve Bank of India to take charge 
on or after April 3, 2017? B P Kanungo 

139. What is the total power generation capacity of the newly inaugurated waste-to-power plant in 
New Delhi? 24 MW 

140. Which ministry has issued a draft rule Information Technology (Security of Prepaid Payment 
Instruments) Rules 2017 for digital wallet firms? 

Ministry of Electronics 
and Information 
Technology 

141. The new Canyon system discovered by CSIR scientist were founded on board which research 
vessel? ORV Sindhu Sankalp 

142. South African surfer Chris Bertish became the world’s first man to cross the ________ ocean on 
paddleboard alone in just three months. Atlantic Ocean 

143. Which among the given states is not included among the 4 states that have decided to jointly 
conduct a synchronised Elephant census from May 9-12, 2017? Madhya Pradesh 

144. The two day 12th CII-EXIM Bank Conclave on India Africa Project Partnership was held in 
which city? New Delhi 

145. Who has been honored with the honorary degree of Doctor of Science (DSc) by Maharashtra 
Animal and Fishery Sciences University? Mohan Bhagwat 

146. The RBI has amended the provision for cash loan against gold by NBFC from Rs. 1 lakh to 
Rs._________. Rs.25,000 

147. How many new Canyons have been discovered by the scientists at CSIR-NIO in the depths 
of Bay of Bengal? Three 

148. Name the mission to be launched by NASA to explore the mysterious moon of Jupiter in 2020. Europa Clipper 
149. Who has been appointed as the new Indian Envoy to Nepal? Manjeev Singh Puri 

150. Who is the Executive Director of the Nairobi based United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP)? Erik Solheim 

151. Which power generation company has developed the India’s largest 100kWp floating Solar 
Photovoltaic (PV) Plant installed at Kayamkulam in Kerala? 

National Thermal Power 
Corporation Limited 
(NTPC) 

152. Park Geun-hye who was forced out from office on corruption charges served as the President of South Korea 
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which country? 

153. M Chandrakasu who died at the age of 67 was former union minister of which state/union 
territory? Puducherry 

154. What was the theme of the 46th National Safety Week? Keep Each Other Safe 
155. Iran successfully test fired its second ballistic missile __________ from naval vessel ? Hormuz-2 

156. India’s lost lunar spacecraft _________ was found orbiting the moon by NASA scientists through 
interplanetary radar technique. Chandrayaan-1 

157. The Ammavin Aran mobile app has been launched by AIADMK to serve which purpose? Women’s Safety 

158. Who has been roped in by the Chinese Smartphone company OnePlus as its brand ambassador for 
Indian operation? Amitabh Bachchan 

159. Intel has decided to buy the Israeli technology company Mobileye for USD _______billion. USD 15.3 billion 
160. What is the rank of India in the latest FIFA Ranking for the month of March 2017? 132 

161. South Korean automobile manufacturer Hyundai has signed USD 3.2 billion deal to invest in 
which country’s oil project? Iran 

162. The Santosh Trophy is associated with which sports? Football 
163. The world’s largest coral reef system ‘Great Barrier Reef’ is located in which country? Australia 

164. Who has been appointed as the new Chief Justice of the Chhattisgarh High Court? Thottathil 
Radhakrishnan 

165. Which Union Cabinet Minister has been given the additional charge of the Defence Ministry by 
President Pranab Mukherjee on March 13, 2017? Arun Jaitley 

166. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to lift all the restrictions on cash withdrawal limit 
from savings bank accounts with effect from which date? March 13, 2017 

167. Which country has topped the latest FIFA Ranking released for the month of March 2017? Argentina 

168. Name the executive director and group chief executive officer of Reliance Capital Ltd who 
regisned from the post after serving for a period of nine years. Sam Ghosh 

169. Who has been crowned Miss International Queen 2016 in the beauty pageant event in Thailand? Jiratchaya 
Sirimongkolnawin 

170. 
Name the Minister of State for Shipping who presented the Admiralty (Jurisdiction and 
Settlement of Maritime Claims) Bill, 2016 in the Lok Sabha which was passed on March 10, 
2017. 

Mansukh Mandaviya 

171. Under the Adarsh Gram Yojana launched by Arunachal Pradesh, how many villages will be 
transformed into Model Villages during 2017-18? 123 

172. Who has been appointed as the new Chairman of the Central Water Commission (CWC)? Narendra Kumar 

173. Which country is set to conduct its first national census in 19 years beginning from March 15, 
2017? Pakistan 

174. The private sector lender Yes Bank has signed project with 3 smart cities for payments-related 
solutions. Which city is not included in the project? Amritsar 

175. Who has been named to be the next Chairman of the HSBC Holdings Plc with effect from 
October 1, 2017? Mark Tucker 

176. What is the name of the wholly owned subsidiary incorporated by the State Bank of India to 
manage its premises and estate related matters? 

SBI Infra Management 
Solutions Pvt. Ltd 

177. The Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) has launched an android mobile app named ________for the 
welfare of its personnel. MySSB 

178. Bangladesh Parliament unanimously adopted a resolution to observe Genocide Day on 
_________ March 25 

179. Which zone of the Indian railway has unveiled India’s first air-conditioned rail ambulance to be 
stationed at Kaylan (Maharashtra)? Central Railway 

180. World’s first fluorescent frog was recently discovered in which of the following countries? Argentina 
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181. Shashank Manohar resigned as the Chairman of which international sports body? International Cricket 

Council (ICC) 

182. Which country inducted China’s Low to Medium Altitude Air Defence System (LOMADS) LY 
80 in its air defence system recently? Pakistan 

183. World Consumer Rights Day was observed on 15 March 2017 with theme________ Building a Digital World 
Consumers can Trust 

184. Madhukar Gupta Committee recently submitted its report to Union Government. What was the 
committee constituted? 

To strengthen border 
protection 

185. 
The secretary of Union Ministry of Culture recently inaugurated an exhibition “Revolutionary 
Patriots (1905-1947)” on the occasion of 127th Foundation Day of National Archives of India. 
Whoof the following is the secretary of Union Ministry of Culture? 

N.K. Sinha 

186. Which Indian city is hosting the three-day international conference on Vision Zero and its 
relevance to Occupational Safety and Health? Delhi 

187. Which bloc’s highest court ruled in favour of allowing employers to ban their workers from 
wearing visible religious symbols including the hijab? EU 

188.  It is in this city the Krishi Unnati Mela 2017 was inaugurated. New Delhi 

189. As per an announcement of the Railway Ministry, a museum will be built in this State in the 
honour of Swami Vivekananda. Tamil Nadu 

190. Radha Mohan Singh, Union Agriculture and Farmer's Welfare Minister, recently laid the 
foundation stone of the Banana Research Centre at Vaishali, Bihar 

191. Double Olympic gold medallist Joanna Rowsell Shand announced her retirement from 
international cycling. She represented which country? Great Britain 

192. The Krishi Unnati Mela 2017 has been organized in which city? New Delhi 

193. The three day International Vision Zero Conference on Occupational, Safety and Health has been 
organized in which city? New Delhi 

194. Asa part of the clean Ganga Mission, the Centre has approved additional 20 projects worth over 
Rs. ________ crore in March 2017.  Rs. 1,900 crore 

195. IndusInd Bank is headquartered at ________. Mumbai 

196. BHEL commenced the commercial operation of its first 800MW unit coal based thermal power 
plant at______________  

Yeramarus thermal 
power station 

197. Two times Olympic gold medalist and renowned track cyclist____________ announced her 
retirement from international cycling. Joanna Rowsell Shand 

198. The State Bank of India launched One-Time Settlement (OTS) scheme especially for tractor loan. 
What is the total outlay of the scheme? Rs. 6,000 crore 

199. The 2022 commonwealth games was scheduled to be held in which city that lost the right for 
hosting the event? Durban, South Africa 

200. Who will be the head of the committee constituted by the Centre for implementation of the 
projects under Trade Infrastructure for Export Scheme (TIES)? Rita Teaotia 

201. 
A new Trade Infrastructure for Export Scheme (TIES) was launched by the government on March 
15, 2017 for developing export linked infrastructure. What is the total cost allocated for the 
scheme? 

Rs. 600 crore 

202. Name the independent chairman of the International Cricket Council (ICC) who resigned from 
the post? Shashank Manohar 

203. Who has been appointed as the new administrator of the Centers of Medicare and Medicaid 
Services by the US Senate? Seema Verma 

204. Name the bank that announced a one-time farm loan settlement scheme worth Rs 6000 crore 
primarily for tractors. State Bank of India 

205. The Union Cabinet approved to set up 50 new Kendriya Vidyalayas under Civil / Defence Sector 
in India. What is the total cost of the proposed project? Rs. 1160 crore 
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206. The Revised National Building Code introduced by the Consumer Affairs Minister Ram Vilas 

Paswan  has been developed by which organization? 
Bureau of Indian 
Standards (BIS) 

207. The Union Cabinet apprised of MoUs for cooperation in youth and sports matters with these two 
countries recently. Indonesia & Kyrgyzstan 

208. Which apex organization has issued new advertisement guidelines for Celebrities to Endorse 
mutual funds products? 

Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) 

209. Union government launched the Blue Revolution programme at a total expenditure of what 
amount? Rs 52000 lakh 

210. Snapdeal partnered with which of the following trade organisations to sell Japanese products? JETRO 

211. The Union Cabinet approved to increase the Dearness Allowance/ Dearness Relief to Central 
Government Employees/Pensioners from 2 percent to ___________ percent. 4 percent 

212. Which bank has launched India’s first digital Loan against Securities services? HDFC Bank 
213. As per the Women in Politics Map 2017 launched by the UN, India stands at which number? 148 

214. Which Bank has signed an MoU with the real estate developers’ body CREDAI for the 
development of the realty sector? State Bank of India 

215. The Cabinet Committee has given its approval to provide special assistance to which state by way 
of funding its Externally Aided Projects (EAPs)? Andhra Pradesh 

216. Name the Indian badminton player who was recently included as a member of the governing 
body of the Sports Authority of India. Jwala Gutta 

217. Radar-5, a new spy satellite has been launched by which space agency? 
Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency 
(JAXA) 

218. Which country’s river has been granted same legal rights as that of a person? New Zealand 
219. Which country will host the G20 Summit 2017? Germany 
220. Which state is hosting the three-day international Buddhist conference? Bihar 
221. My Story is an autobiography of which cricket player? Michael Clarke 

222. How much amount has been approved by the World Bank for the National Hydrology Project of 
India? $ 175 million 

223. The Whanganui River, which recently got the legal status and rights of a human being, is a major 
ancestral river of which country? New Zealand 

224. Which state government o抗cially launched women safety application Ammavin Aran? Tamil Nadu 

225. Who has been nominated to be the next Chairman of the Public’s Account Committee (PAC) of 
Parliament to be effective from May 1, 2017? Mallikarjun Kharge 

226. Asia’s first Airbus India Training Centre will be set up in which city? New Delhi 

227. Which country’s Railway Research Institute has signed an agreement with Indian Railways for 
supporting future infrastructure and technology development in India? Australia 

228. India and other South East Asian Region signed a WHO’s Call for Action on to end tuberculosis 
(TB) by which year? 2030 

229. According to the THE’s Asia University Rankings 2017 released which Indian University has 
emerged as the top ranked among other Indian Universities? 

Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc), 
Bengaluru 

230. The Future Generali India Insurance Company has tied up with which bank for marketing its 
product through bank branches? UCO Bank 

231. Who has been appointed as the new Deputy Governor in Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to replace 
R Gandhi? Bibhu Prasad Kanungo 

232. Which bank has won the Official Language Policy award for the year 2015-16? Central Bank of India 

233. Who has been honored with the first prize for Regeneron Science Talent Search Award by United 
States? Indrani Das 
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234. The Union Cabinet has approved signing of an MoU on Aids to Navigation (AtoNs) with which 

country? Bangladesh 

235. With which BRICS nation, India signed its first ever Social Security Agreement (SSA)? Brazil 

236. The Crime and Criminal Tracking Network & Systems (CCTNS) has been launched by which 
state to link all its police posts to a single system? Himachal Pradesh 

237. Where was the 2017 G20 finance ministers and central bank governors meet held? Germany 

238. Bandhan Bank has signed an agreement with which of the given payment solution provider to 
provide seamless access to point-of-sales (POS) and payment gateway products to merchants? Avenues India Pvt Ltd 

239. Kerala’s first private sector bank, ESAF Small Finance Bank was inaugurated in which city? Thrissur 

240. Who has been recently appointed by the central government as a member on the western area 
local board of Reserve Bank of India? Dilip Sanghvi 

241. The Punjab Chief Minister has declared to provide a reservation of ______ percent to the women 
population of the state in the state government jobs. 25 percent 

242. What is the name of India's First fully India-made train and which railway coach factory 
manufactured it? 

Medha, Integral Coach 
Factory (ICF) 

243. State owned PSU, NTPC commissioned the second unit of 660 MW of Mouda Super Thermal 
Power Station Stage-II. Mouda Super Thermal Power Station is located in which state? Maharashtra 

244. Who has been appointed as the ambassador for the fifth edition of the Blind Cricket World Cup? Shahid Afridi 

245. Name the Indian American, who has been awarded the 2017 CAREER Award by the National 
Science Foundation for his research on redesigning current machine-learning processes.  Anshumali Shrivastava 

246. What was the theme of the 2017 International Buddhist Conference? Buddhism in the 21st 
Century 

247. ONGC has signed pact to buy Gujarat State Petroleum Corporation’s (GSPC) entire 80% stake in 
KG-basin natural gas block for how much $ 1.2 billion 

248. Amitabh Bachchan launched World’s first mobile app for spreading awareness about breast 
health. Name the App. ABC of Breast Health 

249. Chuck Berry who died at the age of 90 was a pioneering Singer 
250. Which state government has proposed to set up Namma Canteen to offer affordable food to poor? Karnataka 
251. The 2018 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting will be held in which country? United Kingdom 

252. Mera iMobile app which launched by which bank for rural customers that allow them to access 
banking services as well as information on agricultural services? ICICI Bank 

253. According to the World Happiness Report report published by Bloomberg what is India's rank in 
the list of world's happiest nations?  122 

254. Which of the following Indians is not included in the World Economic Forum's 100 Young 
Global Leaders list? Suhas Gopinath 

255. The Centre has swapped the Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) Mahesh Kumar Jain of state-
owned Indian Bank with the CEO of IDBI bank named Kishore Piraji Kharat 

256. Which state's High Court has recognised Ganga and Yamuna as a living entity in India? Uttarakhand 

257. Which tounship has become India's first private sector township to go cashless, using mobile 
wallet for performing digital transactions? 

Essar's Nand Niketan at 
Hazira 

258. Who has became the first Indian batsman to face 500 balls in a Test innings by surpassing Rahul 
Dravid's previous best of 495 balls? Cheteshwar Pujara 

259. The branches of the associate banks of SBI will start functioning as branches of SBI from 1 April 2017 
260. Who of the following is the author of the book Contemporary Reflections: A Collection of Verses Alka Vasudeva 
261. Who topped the Forbes World's Billionaires List 2017? Bill Gates 
262. Scientists belonging to which country has developed a new, superfast wireless internet network? Netherlands 
263. The World Poetry Day 2017 was celebrated on 21 March 2017 
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264. Who will be the chairman of merged entity of Vodafone and Idea? Kumar Mangalam Birla 
265. Who has been appointed as the Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of International Cricket Council? Ankur Khanna 

266. Who among the following Indians have been figured in the Forbes magazine’s second annual list 
of wealthiest entrepreneurs under the age of 40? 

Vivek Ramaswamy 
& Apoorva Mehta 

267. Bhartiya Mahila Bank has been merged into State Bank of India 

268. How many times have Tamil Nadu won the Vijay Hazare trophy including the victory of Vijay 
Hazare Trophy 2017?  5 

269. With which artificial intelligence banking platform has Yes Bank partnered for artificial 
intelligence solutions? Payjo 

270. Who defeated India's snooker player Vidya Pillai to clinch the gold medal at World Women 
Snooker Championship in Singapore? Ng On Yee 

271. SEBI has appointed Madhabi Puri Buch the________. Whole time member of 
SEBI 

272. The 2017 World Water Day (WWD) was observed on 22 March with theme Why Wastewater? 

273. Majuli is soon to become India’s first carbon neutral district and biodiversity heritage site. The 
place is located in which of the following states? Assam 

274. NASA is planning to send which object for a deep space mission in late 2017? Clock 
275. What was the theme of 2017 International Day of Forests? Forests and Energy 
276. The expanded VIKALP Scheme will be available to railway passengers from 1 April 2017 

277. As per a report by Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), which of the following Indian city is not 
included in the 10 cheapest cities in the world? Hyderabad 

278. Which of the following countries is hosting the 2017 Special Olympics World Winter Games? Austria 

279. 
Which of the following power plant was restored and modernised by ASEA Brown Boveri 
(ABB) India for which the company has bagged the India Smart Grid Foundation (ISGF) 
innovation award? 

Sharavathi hydropower 
plant 

280. Which among these SAARC nations did not figure in the World Happiness Report 2017? Maldives 
281. What was the theme of world Meteorological Day 2017? Understanding Clouds 
282. ISRO commissioned world’s third-largest hypersonic wind tunnel in the capital of which state? Kerala 
283. The recent terror attack happened outside the parliament of which country? United Kingdom 

284. Who among the following has become the first Indian brand ambassador of the PepsiCo’s sports 
drink brand Gatorade? PV Sindhu 

285. Who was appointed as Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of International Cricket Council (ICC)? Ankur Khanna 
286. This regiment of Indian Army celebrated 200-years of their regiment march 2017? Ninth Gorkhas 
287. Which country topped the World Happiness report 2017?  Norway 

288. As per FICCI’s Economic Outlook Survey, what is the projected growth rate of India for the 
current fiscal year ending March 2017? 6.8 Percent 

289. The US House of Representatives have passed a legislation to double the salary for which 
category of Non Immigrant Visa holder on January 30, 2017? H-1B 

290. What is the estimated growth rate of the agricultural sector for the current fiscal year according to 
the Economic Survey 2016-17? 4.1 Percent 

291. Which country has become the first in the world to pass a bill to completely stop investment in 
fossil fuel? Ireland 

292. Who among the following is not a member of the committee formed by the Sports Ministry to 
prepare an action plan for the next three Olympic Games? Sachin Tendulkar 

293. The rating agency ICRA has predicted that the Bank Credit growth rate for the current fiscal year 
would float between _________ percent. 5-6 Percent 

294. When is the Raising Day of National Disaster Response Force (NDFR) observed? January 31 
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295. In which city the cab hailing firm Uber has launched its two-wheeler aggregation service 

UberMOTO? Hyderabad 

296. What is the name of the online Platform launched by the Income Tax Department (ITD) to 
analyze deposits made during the demonetisation period? Operation Clean Money 

297. First-ever apparel and garment making centre of Meghalaya is inaugrated in which district? South West Garo Hills 
298. What should be the minimum salary of H-1B visa holders in USA? $130,000 
299. Project FINFIT belongs to which of the following banks? Lakshmi Vilas Bank 

300. The former Union Minister E Ahmad passed away recently. He represented the Malappuram Lok 
Sabha constituency of Kerala 

301. The programming committee meeting of SAARC grouping was held recently in Kathmandu 

302. 
Name the Six-Member committee of RBI, which has been proposed by finance minister Arun 
Jaitley to replacing the existing Board for Regulation and Supervision of Payment and Settlement 
Systems, recently? 

Payments Regulatory 
Board  

303. What is the name of online education platform proposed by Finance Minister Arun Jaitely in the 
annual budget of 2017? Swayam 

304. Which of the following boards has been scrapped in the annual budget of 2017 presented by 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitely? 

Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board 

305. In the annual budget of 2017, income tax for small companies with annual turnover of up to Rs. 
50 crore will be reduced to 25% 

306. Olympic and Paralympic medals for the Tokyo 2020 Games will be made from recycled mobile phones 

307. What will be set up in Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) to promote research into the Punjabi 
language? Punjabi chair 

308. Which of the following award is not won by Spicejet at the Asia One Awards 2017? Best Online Travel 
Service 

309. Which of the following bowler became India's highest wicket taker in T20 cricket, overtaking 
Ravichandran Ashwin's record of 200 wickets? Amit Mishra 

310. Which of the following B-schools is the top-ranked B-School from Asia in Financial Times 
Global MBA Ranking? 

China Europe 
International Business 
School 

311. Which Arab Nation is planning to launch its first ever MARS-Mission in 2020? UAE 

312. Which country successfully conducted the flight test of the new ballistic missile DF-5C recently 
that can carry up to 10 nuclear warheads? China 

313. "India Innovation Index" is a joint venture of India Innovation Index and 
Department of 
Industrial Policy & 
Promotion 

314. Which of the following countries is not included in five countries for which Kuwait has banned 
Visa? Morocco 

315. 31st Surajkund Crafts Fair (Mela) is organised in Faridabad 

316. How much loan amount has been sanctioned by NABARD on February 2, 2017 for Haryana 
drinking water project? Rs. 157 crore 

317. Who among the following has become the first Indian female singer to collaborate with UN for 
women empowerment? Neeti Mohan 

318. Which Country is set to launch World’s first and largest nuclear icebreaker fleet for a vast arctic 
army? Russia 

319. With which country has India signed an MoU to open a tri-lingual school in Sinhala? Sri Lanka 
320. What is the projected GDP growth rate of India for the year 2017-18 as estimated by HSBC? 7.1 Percent 

321. Who among the following badminton players achieved the World No. 1 ranking in the latest 
BWF World junior ranking? Lakshya Sen 
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322. An agreement for Third Technical Education Quality Improvement Programme' (TEQIP III) is 

signed between India and World bank-2 February 

323. World Cancer Day is observed on 4 February 

324. At which place the programme on ‘Inner Strength and Disaster Resilience’ inaugurated by Kiren 
Rijiju had been organized? New Delhi 

325. Joginder Singh, who passed away recently, was the former chief of CBI 

326. India has founded a Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) to accelerate life-
saving research and development for epidemics with which of the following countries? Norway 

327. Who has been appointed as the head of the six-member committee formed to review the Supreme 
Courts subsidy abolition matter to the pilgrims of Haj? Afzal Amanullah 

328. 19th edition of National School of Drama's Bharat Rang Mahotsav is organised in Delhi 

329. Supreme Court has directed the government to prepare a policy for the eradication of which 
disease? Leprosy 

330. Ministry of Railways has signed signed an MoU with which country for technical cooperation in 
rail sector especially in the areas safety in train operations? Italy 

331. Which state has recently introduced transgender category in its Board Examination? Bihar 

332. What is the maximum period to respond to RTI requests as per the specified guidelines of 
recently levied RTI in Sri Lanka? 28 days 

333. The Integrated Underwater Harbour Defence and Surveillance System has been launched in 
which city? Mumbai 

334. LIQVD ASIA, a digital marketing agency, launched India's First Ever Online Exhibition gateway 
known as ExFirst.com 

335. Which automotive manufacturing company has launched TAMO as its sub-brand and a startup to 
develop futuristic vehicles? Tata Motors 

336. Who among the following has not been appointed as whole-time members in Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI)? Adhirah Narang 

337. Which flower has been dedicated this year to President Pranab Mukherjee and his late wife in the 
annual Udyanotsav opened by the President in Rashtrapati Bhavan? Rose 

338. Which country was defeated by Indian Junior Squash Team to clinch the 18th Asian Junior title? Pakistan 

339. HDFC bank has reduced the number of free transactions at the home branch from five times to 
______ times. Four 

340. Who among the following has been appointed as the US secretary of state by Vice President 
Mike Pence? Rex Tillerson 

341. In which state India’s first centre of excellence in automation technologies has been set up? Gujarat 

342. On February 3, 2017, the Reserve Bank of India has waived off fee charges for transaction upto 
Rs. _________settled on IMPS, USSD and UPI. Rs.1000 

343. The state government of Iran has banned the wrestlers from which country to participate in the 
freestyle World Cup to be held in Iran? United States 

344. Which solar powered spacecraft of NASA completed a close flyby of Jupiter for the fourth time? Juno 

345. United States President Donald Trump has imposed a new sanction on which country for 
conducting ballistic missile test? Iran 

346. Who has been named as the new MD & CEO of the National Stock Exchange? Vikram Limaye 

347. Who among the following won her first women's singles crown in 78th 11Even Sports Table 
Tennis Senior National Championships? Madhurika Patkar 

348. Who is the head of the committee constituted by Ministry of AYUSH to prepare a Yoga Protocol 
for Diabetes Control? Dr. H.R. Nagendra 

349. In which of the following cities will India host the FIBA Women’s Asia Cup basketball 
tournament in July 2017? Bangalore 
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350. Pink teddy bears were given away to first time female voters at the assembly election polling 

booths of which state on February 4, 2017 to encourage women voters’ participation? Goa 

351. Center of Excellence for Para Sports' foundation stone was laid in Gandhi Nagar 
352. The World’s longest passenger service flight was inaugurated by which country? Qatar 
353. Which of the following venture of google has been sold to Planet Labs? Terra Bella 

354. Which England Cricket Player has been honored with the Commander of the Most Excellent 
Order of the British Empire (CBE) in London? Alastair Cook  

355. Who among the following has been appointed as the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 
KPMG in India? Arun Kumar 

356. Who has been elected as the Legislative Party leader of the Tamil Nadu’s political 
party AIADMK? Sasikala Natarajan 

357. Which of the following markets has India decided to open for non-state companies? coal 

358. In which state the Sports Minister Vijay Goel laid the foundation stone of the India’s first Center 
of Excellence for Para Sports? Gujarat 

359. With which country, India signed a protocol to amend the existing bilateral taxation treaty for 
Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion? Austria 

360. What is the currency of Mexico? Mexican Peso 

361. What is the time limit given by Supreme Court to Government of India to connect ADHAAR 
with mobile numbers? one year 

362. Velavan Senthilkumar is related to which sports? Squash 
363. Where was the 17th session of the BIMSTEC senior officials’ meeting held? Kathmandu 

364. Scientists from which country successfully transplanted the world’s smallest pacemaker, Micra 
Transcatheter Pacing System, for the first time in a patient suffering from Bradycardia? United States 

365. Chief Minister Samagra Gramya Unnayan Yojana (CMSGUY) was launched in Assam 

366. Who is the Minister of State with Independent Charge for Power, Coal, New and Renewable 
Energy and Mines? Piyush Goyal 

367. Which state government has launched an award system to reward its government employees for 
their hard work and innovation and encourage good governance in the state? Arunachal Pradesh 

368. Andaman Nicobar's first train route will link Port Blair to Diglipur The Measles-Rubella (MR) 
vaccination campaign was launched in which Indian city? Bengaluru 

369. Pathani Patnaik who passed away in Odisha on February 4, 2017 was a renowned personality 
associated to which field? Litterateur 

370. Suranjit Sengupta, who died at the age of 72 was a political leader of which country? Bangladesh 

371. With which payment network has Axis bank tied up to enable faster outbound cross-border 
payments for its customers? Earthport 

372. Which country won the gold medal in the Boys team event at the Asian Junior Squash 
championship in Hong Kong? India 

373. India's first social innovation centre The ‘Kakatiya Hub for Social Innovation’ is located in Nizamabad 

374. In which Indian city was the 23rd International Conference & Exhibition on Terrestrial & 
Satellite Broadcasting held? New Delhi 

375. Which state has launched Civil Service Awards’ for excellence in public administration? Arunachal Pradesh 

376. Which housing finance company has signed an MoU with CREDAI West Bengal to train 1000 
construction workers in Kolkata? 

PNB Housing Finance 
Limited 

377. With which country has India agreed to amend their existing bilateral taxation treaty to prevent 
tax evasion as well as enable mutual assistance? Austria 

378. A committee has been constituted by the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare to achieve 
the target of doubling of income of farmers by March 2022 



 

 
<< 77 >> | I.B.S. QUEST | JUNE, 2017  

 

             Quest I.B.S. 
379. As per the Budget 2017-18 of Assam, how much amount has been proposed to increase the 

production of Muga silk? Rs. 100 crore 

380. How much amount of financial assistance would be provided to the pregnant woman of the tea 
garden areas as proposed in the Assam Budget 2017-18 of the state? Rs. 12000 

381. Which country has been banned from participating in the 2017 London World Athletics 
Championships due to state sponsor doping scandal? Russia 

382. Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar Das launched the (UJALA) scheme in the state on February 
8, 2017. What does UJALA stands for? 

Unnat Jeevan by 
Affordable LEDs and 
Appliances for All 

383. 
With which of the following French banks has Technology Development Board (TDB), 
Department of Science and Technology and Government of India signed MoU in science and 
technology? 

Bpifrance 

384. Which Indian batsman has become the first in the World to score a 300 in a T20 match on 
February 7, 2017? Mohit Ahlawat 

385. Which state has become the first state in the country for establishing cashless system in its public 
distribution system (PDS) of food grains? Gujarat 

386. Who has been appointed as the new CEO of the Kings XI Punjab Franchise for the 
upcoming season of Indian Premiere League (IPL)? Satish Menon 

387. Payment of Wages (Amendment) Bill, 2017 will enable employers to pay wages of less than Rs 
__________ a month by cheque or digitally to bank accounts. 18000 

388. Name the Chief Operating Officer of SoftBank Group who has resigned from the boards of Ola 
and Snapdeal due to personal obligations. Jonathan Bullock 

389. Revenue Insurance Scheme for Plantation Crops (RISPC) is an improved form of Price Stabilization Fund 
(PSF) Scheme 

390. Who is the author of the novel The Golden House? Salman Rushdie 

391. 
In the first move of its kind, the Supreme Court has issued a contempt notice to a sitting judge of 
the Calcutta High Court and taken away all his judicial and administrative powers. What is the 
name of that judge? 

CS Karnan 

392. Which noble gas has been used by the scientist to develop a highly stable compound for the first 
time with the help of sodium under high pressure? Helium 

393. 
Which bank has collaborated with the online data and information portal Commodity Online for 
the distribution of loans against warehouse receipts and collateral management services across 
India? 

Federal Bank 

394. The Telemetry & Telecommand Processor (TTCP) has been indigenously developed by which 
space agency for Indian spacecrafts? 

Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) 

395. Who is the head of the sub-committee constituted by the Union HRD Ministry under Central 
Advisory Board of Education (CABE) to look into issues related to girls education? Kadiyam Srihari 

396. BBPS stands for Bharat Bill Payment 
System 

397. What is the total estimated cost of the Station Redevelopment Programme launched by the 
Ministry of Railway for commercial development of 23 stations across India? Rs 1 lakh crore  

398. Which bank has tied up with IFFCO, a cooperative, to provide co-branded debit cards with inbuilt 
overdraft facilities to the farmers? Bank of Baroda 

399. The Payment of Wages (Amendment) Bill, 2017 passed in Lok Sabha seeks to amend which Act? Payment of Wages Act 
1936  

400. Who won the prestigious Dr B C Roy national award for outstanding service in the field of socio 
medical relief for 2016? Dr P Raghu Ram  

401. The three day Implementation and Assessment Group Meeting of the Global Initiative to Combat 
Nuclear Terrorism (GICNT) has been organized in which Indian city? New Delhi  
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402. To deal with the non-compliance of rules by banks, RBI has decided to set up a separate 

Enforcement Department. The new department would start its operation from which date? April 1, 2017 

403. Justice Karnan, who has been issued a contempt notice for levelling allegations of corruption 
against the Supreme Court and Madras High Court Judges, is a sitting judge of which high court? Calcutta High Court  

404. Which of the following private sector bank started operating its Bharat Bill Payment System 
(BBPS)? HDFC Bank 

405. 
Which ministry approved the pilot launch of Revenue Insurance Scheme for Plantation Crops 
(RISPC) on February 8, 2017 to protect the growers of plantation crops from the yield and 
income loss risks? 

Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry 

406. Mission XI Million is related to which sport? Football  

407. Who has been named as the next Chairman of Security Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to 
succeed UK Sinha from March 1, 2017? Ajay Tyagi 

408. Who has become the first batsman to score four double-centuries in four straight series? Virat Kohli 

409. 
The Advanced Air Defence (AAD) interceptor missile successfully test fired by India on 
February 11, 2017 is capable to destroy enemy missile in endo-atmospheric region at an altitude 
of less than 

30 kilometers 

410. FIFA U-17 World Cup India 2017's mascot Kheleo represents which species of leopard? clouded 
411. When is the International Day of Women and Girls in Science observed? February 11  

412. Which of the following types of wood is to get GI (geographical indication) tag of World Trade 
Organisation (WTO)? Nilambur teak 

413. Which state has planned to raise Wild life sanctuary so as to promote the growth of Muga 
Cocoon? Assam  

414. What is the full form of TAMRA? 
Transparency, Auction 
Monitoring and 
Resource Augmentation 

415. India’s first Jet Engine Series is being indigenously developed by Poeir Jets Pvt Ltd in which of 
the following cities? Bangalore  

416. Sir Peter Mansfield whose name is associated with MRI scan died recently. He won Nobel prize 
in which field of science? Physiology 

417. Who has been recently appointed as the Ambassador of India to the Republic of Madagascar? Subir Dutta  
418. Which country did India beat to win the second straight T20 World Cup for Blind title 2017? Pakistan 

419. Which company has been placed at the top position in the list of 2017 World’s Most Admired 
Companies by FORTUNE? Apple 

420. Which electrical equipment companies made an announcement to acquire Lloyd Electric & 
Engineering for around Rs 1200 -1500 crore? Havells India 

421. The air exhibition, Aero India 2017 has been organized in which state? Karnataka 

422. Cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar has adopted which village in Maharashtra for transformation 
under Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojna? Donja village 

423. In which state the International Coin Fair has been inaugurated? Kerala 

424. Which express train has been flagged off by the Government of India on a seven-
month journey covering 68 stations across the country to spread awareness about climate change? 

Science Express Climate 
Action Special 

425. Who won the Record of the Year Awards at 2017 Grammy Awards? Adele 

426. Which Indian shipbuilding firm has signed a Master Ship Repair Agreement (MSRA) with US 
Navy to perform repair and alteration services for US Navy’s Seventh Fleet vessels? 

Reliance Defence and 
Engineering company 
Limited 

427. Who is the winner of the 2017 BAFTA Fellowship award presented at the 70th British Academy 
Film Awards? Mel Brooks 

428. As per the Monthly Analysis of Global Temperatures report by NASA scientists, January 2017 is Third 
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the _______ warmest January in 137 years of modern record-keeping. 

429. Best known for his album Breakin’ Away, which American jazz and pop singer died at the age of 
76? Al Jarreau 

430. Under bullet repayment schedule, loan amount is paid at the end of maturity 
period 

431. Ace shuttler PV Sindhu has been placed at which position in the Badminton World 
Federation (BWF) women’s single ranking? Fifth 

432. Malaysia based AirAsia has signed an MoU with which Indian state to provide direct two way 
international flights from the state’s capital city to Kuala Lumpur? Odisha 

433. What is the currency of Rwanda? Rwandan franc 
434. The longest elevated bike path in the world has been opened in China 

435. Which World Bank body has signed collaboration with Finance Industry Development Council 
(FIDC) to conduct training programme for Non-Banking Finance Companies (NBFCs)? 

International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) 

436. Which movie has won the Best Film award at the 2017 BAFTA awards? La La Land 
437. What was the mascot of the 2017 Global Investors’ Summit (GIS)? Flying Red Elephant 

438. What was the theme of the three-day National Women’s Parliament, being organised by Andhra 
Pradesh Legislative Assembly? 

Empowering Women - 
Strengthening 
Democracy 

439. Adam Voges who has announced his retirement from all formats of international cricket played 
for which country? Australia 

440. Who has become the first Indian ever to be promoted by the International Basketball Federation 
(FIBA) as Technical Delegate (TD)? Norman Isaac 

441. The Reserve Bank of India has raised the limit of Gold Loans by Regional Rural Banks from Rs. 
1 Lakh to? Rs. 2 lakh 

442. Which IIT is starting an inter-disciplinary school on Quality and Reliability (Q&R), a first of its 
kind in India? IIT Kharagpur 

443. T V Parasuram who passed away was veteran personality of which field? Journalist 

444. As per the 2017 State of Global Air report, India has the world’s highest air pollution related 
deaths only after which country? China 

445. Dr. Neelu Rohmetra has been appointed as the Director of which the Indian Institute of 
Management? IIM, Sirmaur 

446. In collaboration with which country, United States successfully conducted the test flight of its 
enhanced Standard Missile-3 (SM-3) Block IIA inceptor? Japan 

447. Which country unveiled its plan to build the first city on Mars by 2017? United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) 

448. Which bank has signed an MoU with the Ministry Human Resource Development (HRD) to 
operationalize the Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA)? Canara Bank 

449. Which state inaugurated a Campaign against Drug Addiction to make the state completely drug 
free? Himachal Pradesh 

450. In which country the conference to discuss the Afghanistan’s future was organized? Moscow, Russia 
451. What was the theme of the 2017 Indian Seed Congress held in Kolkata? Seed of Joy 
452. Who has been appointed as the Executive Director of Indian Overseas Bank? K Swaminathan 
453. Who is the winner of the 2017 UFC Women’s Featherweight Champion? Germaine de Randamie 

454. Who has been honored with the ‘Sportsman of the Year’ award at the 2017 Laureus World 
Awards? Usain Bolt 

455. Who has been appointed as the 13th Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu? Edappadi K 
Palaniswami 

456. Who has been appointed as India’s next High Commissioner to Canada? Vikas Swarup 
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457. The world’s longest elevated cycle path has been inaugurated in which city of China? Xiamen 

458. The three day International Conference on NexGen Technologies for Mining and Fuel Industries 
2017 was organized in which Indian city? New Delhi 

459. The 2017 Global Investors’ Summit (GIS) was held in which city of Jharkhand? Ranchi 
460. World Radio Day is celebrated on 13 February 

461. How much amount has been allocated by the government to the India Post Payments Bank for the 
financial year 2017-18? Rs.500 crore 

462. The National Basketball Association (NBA) has partnered with which company to launch its own 
e-sports league called NBA 2K e-League? 

Take-Two Interactive 
Software Inc. 

463. The National Pension System (NPS) has been launched by which bank to provide financial 
security in the form of pension to senior citizens? 

Karnataka Bank 
Limited 

464. Who has been appointed as the head of UN peacekeeping on February 14, 2017 for a year? Jean-Pierre Lacroix 

465. Name the female singer and scriptwriter who has won the most number of awards at the 59th 
Annual Grammy Awards? Adele 

466. How many MoUs have been signed by the Jharkhand government with different companies at the 
2017 Global Investors Summit? 209 

467. Madhya Pradesh government has decided to constitute a Tourism Board to promote Madhya 
Pradesh tourism nationally and internationally. Who will be the head of the board? Shivraj Singh Chouhan 

468. Who won the 2017 New Zealand Grand Prix? Jehan Daruvala 
469. Which bank has launched instant chat services for customers? Citi bank 

470. Who has become the first Indian to be promoted by the International Basketball Federation 
(FIBA) as the Technical Delegate (TD) of the body? Norman Isaac 

471. Who is the President of the football governing body FIFA? Gianni Infantino 

472. RBI has planned to reimburse banks MDR charges on debit cards used by citizens for payment 
with effect from which date? January 1, 2017 

473. The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) created a historic record by launching how 
many satellites in a single mission? 104 

474. Kambala is a traditional festival of which Indian state? Karnataka 
475. What is the scientific name of Soybean? Glycine max 
476. Who has been appointed for ambassador's role with FIFA 2017? Diego Maradona 

477. Which asset management firm has launched an open-ended fixed income fund named Credit 
Opportunities Fund to raise fund? 

IDFC Asset 
Management Co. Ltd. 

478. The UNICEF has launched an appeal of how much money to 2 million acutely malnourished 
children across Sudan. $ 110 million 

479. Which programme will be launched by the government in the financial year 2017-18 for 
recapitalisation of public sector lenders? Indradhanush 2.0 

480. In which city of Kerala was the second edition of International Spice Conference held? Thiruvananthapuram 

481. South Asia Training and Technical Assistance Center (SARTTAC) has been launched in which 
Indian city by International Monetary Fund (IMF)? New Delhi 

482. In which state was the first edition of the three days National Women’s Parliament held? Andhra Pradesh 

483. According to the global financial services major Nomura, the GDP growth of India is estimated 
to be what percent in January-March quarter 2017. 5.7 percent 

484. Scientists for the first time have developed the world’s strongest material “Graphene” using 
which natural material to make it commercially more viable. Soybean 

485. Who has been appointed as the director of Indian Institute of Management Sirmaur, Himachal 
Pradesh? Neelu Rohmetra 

486. Regarded as the laughter bursting persona of Kavi Sammelan which eminent Journalist from Pandit Dharmsheel 
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Varanasi passed away? Chaturvedi 

487. President Pranab Mukherjee appointed five new judges for the Supreme Court, with this the total 
number of judges in the apex court has increased to ______ from the present 23 judges. 28 

488. India’s first cashless township has been inaugurated in which state? Gujarat 

489. The central government has approved signing of an Air Services Agreement with which country 
for smooth air services between the two nations? Rwanda 

490. Who has been appointed as the next Indian envoy to the Republic of the Philippines? Narinder Chauhan 

491. The MIG Legal Aid Scheme of Supreme Court has been launched for middle income group 
people whose gross income is not more than Rs________ per month. Rs. 60000 

492. Who has become the fastest bowler to claim 250 Test wickets, achieving the milestone in his 45th 
Test match? R. Ashwin 

493. 
The Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD) has made Aadhaar Card mandatory to 
avail the benefits under the Central Sector Scholarship Scheme. Applicants not having Aadhaar 
can enroll for the same before which date? 

June 30, 2017 

494. Which INS has become India’s First Ship to be installed with Solar Power System? INS Sarvekshak 
495. The 2017 South Asian Speakers’ Summit has been organised in which state? Madhya Pradesh 

496. Who has been elected as the president of Germany? Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier 

497. The National Regulatory Authority of which country has been awarded the highest rating by the 
World Health Organization as functional vaccine regulatory system? India 

498. Who has been elected President of the industry body Associated Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry of India (Assocham)? Sandeep Jajodia 

499. Which bank has signed an MoU with interior infrastructure firm Greenply Industries to grow its 
financing business? State Bank of India 

500. What was the theme of second Gateway of India Geoeconomic Dialogue held in Mumbai.? Where Geopolitics meets 
Business 

501. India's first floating preschool is located in which lake? Loktak lake 

502. Who has been appointed as the CM of Tamilnadu by Governor C Vidyasagar Rao? Edappadi K 
Palaniswami 

503. What are Masala Bonds? Rupee dominated 
bonds traded overseas 

504. Which hospital has won the first prize and a cash reward of 5 crore rupees for maintaining high 
standards of sanitation and hygiene under the Government's Kayakalp awards? AIIMS 

505. Which aerospace and defence firm has unveiled a new communication radio called STARS-V Mk 
III for the Indian Armed Forces at Aero India? 

Bharat Electronics 
Limited 

506. The Indian Panorama Film Festival 2017 was held in Port Blair 

507. 
What is the total worth of the contract signed between Alpha Design Technologies Pvt. Limited 
(ADTL) and Israel’s Elbit Systems to upgrade 90 MI-17 helicopters of the Indian Air Force 
(IAF)? 

USD 30 million 

508. Which bank has been awarded with ISO 27001: 2013 certification for its Information Security 
Management System (ISMS)? South Indian Bank 

509. Gangadayal Awasthi who died on February 17, 2017 was veteran Social Worker 

510. Which payment and technology firm has collaborated with the Airtel Payments Bank to provide 
payments processing solution for various banking services? Master Card 

511. 
Reliance Aerostructure Limited (RAL) has formed a Joint Venture with Rafale fighter jet 
manufacturer Dassault Reliance Aerospace Ltd (DRAL) for the purchase of how many Rafale 
jet? 

36 

512. Which bank has won the 2017 National MSME Excellence Award? Corporation Bank 
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513. Which renowned Hindi scholar has been named for the 2016 Vyas Samman? Surendra Verma 

514. Which aluminum manufacturing firm has signed an MoU with The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI) for sustainable rehabilitation in the area of mining? 

National Aluminium 
Company Limited 
(NALCO) 

515. Which Indian defence technology solution providing firm has signed an MoU with US firm 
Raytheon Company to jointly produce Stinger air defence missile components? Tata Advanced Systems 

516. 
The government has increased the Cash Credit limit for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) from 20 percent of turnover to ___________ percent to encourage them to conduct 
transaction digitally. 

30 percent 

517. The Vyas Samman is awarded annually by the K.K. Birla Foundation for which field? Literature 
518. Who has been conferred with the 2017 Legendary Award by the Brand Laureate? Lata Mangeshkar 

519. The 5 day Indian Panorama Film Festival 2017 has been organized in which State/Union 
Territory? 

Andaman & Nicobar 
Island 

520. The government has cut the tenure of chairman-designate of SEBI, Ajay Tyagi from 5 years to 
_______ years 3 Years 

521. The Union Cabinet has approved to set up Food Legumes Research Platform (FLRP) in which 
state? Madhya Pradesh 

522. Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador of lndia to Montenegro, with residence in 
Vienna (Austria)? Renu Pall 

523. What is the rank of India in the Index of Economic Freedom 2017? 143 

524. The state government of Kerala has given its in-principle approval for setting up a Greenfield 
Airport at which of the given place pilgrim spots? Sabarimala 

525. What is the name of the instant chat service launched by Citi Bank on February 16, 2017 to 
resolve the customers queries instantly? Citibank Online 

526. Indian Air Force officially inducted the first indigenously built Airborne Early Warning and 
Control System named as NETRA 

527. The second ocean sailboat INSV was successfully inducted by the Indian Navy? Tarini 

528. Tata Motors Ltd has inked a strategic agreement with which technology giant to make driving a 
more personalized experience for the customers? Microsoft India 

529. Jambuwantrao Dhote who passed away was the former MP of Nagpur, Maharashtra 

530. Mumbai’s Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with which commodity exchange to explore areas of cooperation? 

Singapore Diamond 
Investment Exchange 

531. Which health institution has won the Kayakalp Award under the central government hospitals 
category for maintaining high standards of sanitation and hygiene? 

All India Institutes of 
Medical Sciences, New 
Delhi 

532. Name the 20th Fast Patrol Vessel of the Indian Coast Guard that was commissioned at the Naval 
Base in Kochi? ICGS AYUSH 

533. Who has been appointed as the High Commissioner of India to Canada? Vikas Swarup 

534. Which state notified consuming liquor at any public places except at one dwelling as a punishable 
offence? Haryana 

535. The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully conducted the final testing of upper 
stage engine _____ for GSLV Mark III rocket. C25 

536. The E-Prison project has been launched in which state to digitalize the record of the jail inmates? Jammu & Kashmir 
537. India lost to which country to win a silver medal at the Women’s Asian Rugby Sevens Trophy? South Korea 
538. The West Bengal government has carved out which town as a separate district from Darjeeling? Kalimpong 
539. Yudhisthir Joshi who died was a veteran journalist in which language? Marathi 

540. How many countries have joined the ‘Network for Improving Quality of Care for Maternal, 
Newborn and Child Health’ to improve the quality of care for new mothers and babies? Nine 
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541. Which is the capital city of Montenegro? Podgorica 
542. The 2017 Cobra Gold Military Exercise has been organized in which country? Thailand 
543. What is the total outlay of the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY)? Rs. 50000 crore 

544. With which country India has signed an agreement to boost bilateral trade and enhance economic 
cooperation? Croatia 

545. What is the total worth of the Cloud Seeding Programme launched by the Maharashtra 
government to provide sufficient rain? Rs. 250 crore 

546. Life insurance scheme Pragati has been launched by which insurance firm with focus on low 
income group people? 

HDFC Life Insurance 
Company 

547. What was the aim of Mil Banche Madhya Pradesh programme held in Madhya Pradesh? 

Participation of 
Government Officials to 
teach for one day in 
government school 

548. Airbus has signed an MoU with which state to set up a Centre of Excellence for aerospace skill 
development in the state? Telanagna 

549. The first ever Beacon for Indian genomics data has been launched in which country? United States 

550. Which Indian hockey player has been honored with the Honorary Doctorate Degree by Desh 
Bhagat University in Punjab? Sandeep singh 

551. When is the International Mother Language Day celebrated? February 21 

552. Which Pakistani batsman has been suspended from all forms of cricket by the Pakistan Cricket 
Board for violating the anti-corruption code? Nasir Jamshed 

553. Name the Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPV) of Indian Coast Guard which was successfully 
commissioned by the Union Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu in Vasco? Shaunak 

554. Which company has been honoured with the Best Green Organisation of the Year Award at the 
Global Green Future Leadership Awards 2017? Tata Steel's 

555. Which state has launched Composite Regional Centre for persons with disabilities? Arunachal Pradesh 

556. Who has become the first Indian sports personality to strike a Rs 100-crore endorsement deal 
with a single brand? Virat Kohli 

557. Which among the given organization will be responsible to operate the Cyber Swachhta Kendra 
launched by the Union Ministry of Electronics and IT? 

Indian Computer 
Emergency Response 
Team (CERT-in) 

558. With which of the following online retailer companies has Microsoft announced a strategic 
partnership? Flipkart 

559. How much amount has been sanctioned by the Tamil Nadu government for the drought-hit 
farmers of the state? Rs. 2,247 crore 

560. Which state government has passed the rule that states "no officials of the state government are 
allowed to consume liquor outside the state or country."? Bihar 

561. A high level committee was constituted by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways to 
introduce new format for reporting of road accidents. Who was the head of the committee? Kirti Saxena 

562. The Government of Jammu & Kashmir has declared to observe the year 2017 dedicated to which 
fruit? Apple 

563. Which of the following ministry has launched the SAATHIYA Resource Kit including ‘Saathiya 
Salah’ Mobile App? 

Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare 

564. Which state government has passed the Aadhaar Bill 2017? Gujarat 

565. As a part of the Cyber Swachhta Kendra what is the name of desktop security solution that 
controls the usage of removable storage media? USB Pratirodh 

566. The BharatQR code Platform has been developed by the National Payments Corporation of India 
(NPCI) jointly with which financial services firm? All the Above 
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567. With which bank has Dish TV has tied-up for digital payments? ICICI Bank 

568. Which of the following institutes has received the prestigious International Mercury Awards for 
the year 2016-17 for the best overall presentation of its 2015-2016 annual report? 

Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute of 
India 

569. The state government of Telangana has signed an MoU with NABARD for how much loan 
amount for Horticulture Development Corporation? Rs. 874 crore 

570. Who has been appointed as the Tata Sons and TCS? N Chandrasekaran 

571. The Confederation of Indian Industry has signed a Technology Partnership MoU with which 
countries business institutions to promote expertise in expanding businesses? Singapore 

572. Who has been appointed as the National Security Adviser of America by the President Donald 
Trump? H. R. McMaster 

573. Scientists from Michigan State University has created the first stretchable integrated circuit using 
which type of printer? Ink-Jet Printer 

574. Who has been appointed as the brand ambassador for Swachh Bharat Abhiyan? Shilpa Shetty 

575. Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu unveiled the new fully unreserved train __________ for the 
common man Antyodaya Express 

576. Limited Zero, a new zipline connects Spain and ________. Portugal 

577. Which ministry has launched the compensation fund under Nirbhaya scheme to make available 
financial help to children who are victims of sexual crimes? 

Ministry of Women and 
Child Development 

578. Recently which state imposed complete Ban on Hookah Bars? Gujarat 

579. The state government of Kerala has decided to set up Ayurvedic Research Institute in which of 
the given cities? Kannur 

580. Who has been appointed as Prime Minister of Somalia Hassan Ali Khaire 
581. With which country India has signed an MoU to enhance railway safety in the Indian Railways? Japan 
582. Which is second largest crude oil producer in the country after Bombay High Rajasthan 

583. Which Indian state has imposed ban on manufacturing, storage, sale or storage of gutkha or pan 
masala? Punjab 

584. Who is hold the Ministry of AYUSH in India Shripad Yasso Naik 

585. Which Indian state is set to launch India’s first public registry of sex offenders to check on sex 
crimes? Kerala 

586. The Dosmochey festival is celebrated in which region of Jammu & Kashmir? Ladakh 
587. The First Sherpas Meeting of the 9th BRICS Summit was held in which country? China 

588. The government has raised the number of workdays under the Mahatma Gandhi Rural 
Employment Guarantee scheme in Tamil Nadu from the existing 100 days to __________days. 150 days 

589. Which bank has inked an agreement with the Cholamandalam MS General Insurance Company 
for distribution of insurance products? 

Oriental Bank of 
Commerce 

590. The 112-feet-tall statue of Lord Shiva in Adiyogi form has been unveiled by Prime Minister Modi 
in which state on February 24, 2017? Tamil Nadu 

591. In the latest estimation of GDP growth for India, the International Monetary Fund has predicted 
the growth to slow down to ________ percent due to demonetization. 6.6 percent 

592. How much percent the Delhi government has raised the minimum wages for unskilled, semi-
skilled and skilled persons? 37 percent 

593. Which payment network has signed an MoU with the state government of Andhra Pradesh to help 
transform Vishakhapatnam into India’s first ‘less cash’ city? Visa 

594. Which education board has made it mandatory to have speed governors, GPS and CCTV installed 
in school buses for safety of students during transit? 

Central Board of 
Secondary Education 
(CBSE) 

 


